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And we were taught, though, in
training—and I had been a sentry be-
fore, put out on a perimeter to sit
guard during the night. And I was out
there to stand guard to make sure
nothing happened to my friends who
were getting some sleep at night. I was
their protection. So I wasn’t about to
fall asleep when as dark as it was out
on perimeter because I had to warn
them if someone was coming in. And
sure, you know, it was drills, it was
practice if some want to call it that.
But during drills you take it very seri-
ously. But I came to appreciate the
role of someone who is a forward ob-
server, someone who is a sentry, some-
one who is out there on the perimeter
sitting, standing guard to make sure
that they are protected back in the
main group.

Well, that’s the way the role of an
offshore inspector struck me. They are
out there protecting us. Can you imag-
ine someone on guard duty out pro-
tecting your perimeter calling in and
saying, guess what, I am going on
strike?
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I don’t like my contract. I'm going
on strike. So you’re no longer pro-
tected out here. Things could go com-
pletely awry. I'm not inspecting. I'm
on strike. That should not be allowed
to happen in the military. It shouldn’t
be allowed to happen on offshore rigs.

So I had a simple amendment that
said offshore inspectors are not allowed
to strike or threaten to strike from
doing their jobs. Votes were rolled. So
we will have a recorded vote on that in
the morning and we’ll find out how se-
rious people on both sides of the aisle
are about protecting our homeland, or
are they going to have to kowtow and
cater to unions as we’ve seen on so
many votes. This, we’re talking about
our homeland. We’re talking about pre-
vention of environmental disaster.

So, Madam Speaker, I hope that peo-
ple will let their Members of Congress
know that are on the Natural Re-
sources Committee, Don’t vote for the
unions; vote for the homeland. Don’t
vote to allow our soldiers, our offshore
inspectors out there on our shore, on
our offshore rigs, to go on strike be-
cause, wow, what leverage.

It would be like an air traffic con-
troller saying, All of those planes are
in the air, and I don’t care if they land
or crash. We’re walking away. They’re
on their own. You can’t let them do
that.

You have to provide for our country’s
security. You can’t let people in the
position with the leverage over lives
and livelihoods to walk away on strike
at the worst possible time. So we’ll
find out tomorrow who’s voting for our
Nation’s homeland, our homeland, all
we love and hold dear—the environ-
ment, the animals, the plants that
can’t do anything about the oil coming
ashore. We’ll see whether the vote will
be for the unions so that offshore in-
spectors can continue to have the
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threat to strike if they so feel like it or
not. That’s tomorrow.

One other thing I want to get to, be-
cause I know our President said this
year that we’re not a Christian nation,
and I want to debate that because I
don’t know if we are or not anymore.
But I know how we got started, and it’s
easy to see in the writings, the things
that were said, the proclamations. It’s
easy to see.

For example, George Washington,
May 2, 1778, gave this order to his
troops, May 2, 1778, to the troops at
Valley Forge. Here it is, and I'm
quoting from George Washington’s
order. ‘“‘The Commander-in-Chief di-
rects that Divine service be performed
every Sunday at 11 o’clock, in each Bri-
gade which has a Chaplain. Those Bri-
gades which have none will attend the
places of worship nearest to them. It is
expected that officers of all ranks will,
by their attendance, set an example for
their men. While we are zealously per-
forming the duties of good citizens and
soldiers, we certainly ought not to be
inattentive to the higher duties of reli-
gion. To the distinguished character of
Patriot, it should be our highest glory
to laud the more distinguished Char-
acter of,” and this is Washington’s
words, ‘‘Christian.”

That was his order to the Conti-
nental Army, May 2, 1778. Again, I
won’t debate whether or not we’re a
Christian nation now. But it is impor-
tant that people in this body know, and
people across America know, that we,
at one time were—the Judiciary Com-
mittee of the Senate made that procla-
mation at one time in one of their
votes. They said point blank, We are a
Christian nation. That was in the 1800s.

Abraham Lincoln, July 7, 1864, said
this in his proclamation. Abraham Lin-
coln said, ‘I do hereby further invite
and request the heads of the Executive
Departments of this Government, to-
gether with all legislatures, all judges
and magistrates, and all other persons
exercising authority in the land,
whether civil, military, or naval, and
all soldiers, seamen, and marines in the
national service, and all of the other
law-abiding people of the TUnited
States, to assemble in their preferred
places of public worship on that day,
and there and then to render to the Al-
mighty and merciful Ruler of the Uni-
verse such homages and such confes-
sions to offer to Him such suppli-
cations, as the Congress of the United
States have in their aforesaid resolu-
tion so solemnly, so earnestly, and so
reverently recommended.” That was
for the day July 7, 1864.

September 5 of 1864, Abraham Lin-
coln addressed a committee, and ac-
cording to the historic document of
Colored People from Baltimore—that’s
according to the historic document.
Now, that would be African Americans,
I'm sure, but back in 1864, apparently
Lincoln didn’t know better. So ac-
knowledging a gift of a Bible from
those wonderful people, he said, this is
Lincoln’s words, “In regard to this
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Great Book, I have but to say, I believe
the Bible is the best gift God has given
to man. All the good Saviour,” that’s
Lincoln’s words, ‘‘All the good Saviour
gave to the world was communicated
through this Book. But for this Book
we could not know right from wrong.
All things most desirable for man’s
welfare, here and hereafter, are to be
found portrayed in it.”” In the Bible.
How about that. Those are Lincoln’s
words.

You’ll look at his second inaugural
address. Interestingly enough, he said
these words. These are carved in the
north wall of the Lincoln Memorial. In
the middle of his second inaugural ad-
dress, he’s talking about both the
North and the South. He said, ‘‘Both
read the same Bible, and pray to the
same God. The prayers of both could
not be answered. That of neither has
been fully answered. The Almighty has
His own purposes.” Then he quotes the
Bible, ‘“Woe unto the world because of
offenses.”

‘“Yet, if God wills that it continue,
until all the wealth piled by the bonds-
man 250 years of unrequited toil shall
be sunk, and until every drop of blood
drawn with the lash, shall be paid by
another drawn with the sword, as was
said 3,000 years ago, so still it must be
said, ‘the judgements of the Lord, are
true and righteous.’’”” Those were Lin-
coln’s words in the second inaugural
address.

So I won’t debate whether or not
we’re a Christian nation. But that’s
how we got our start. Despite the ef-
forts of those even in the early 1800s up
to the present day who disregard the
facts, they disregard so many of our
Founders’ own words. Call Benjamin
Franklin a deist, even though at 80
years of age at the Constitutional Con-
vention he’s the one that says, ‘I have
lived, sir, a long time, and the longer 1
live, the more convincing proofs I see
of this truth—God governs in the af-
fairs of men. And if a sparrow cannot
fall to the ground without his notice, is
it probable that an empire can rise
without his aid? We have been assured,
Sir, in the sacred writing, that unless
the Lord build the House, they labour
in vain that build it.”

O 1940

He went on to urge those other mem-
bers at the Constitutional Conven-
tion—his words, not mine—he said,
“Firmly believe this; and I also believe
that without his concurring aid we
shall succeed in this political building
no better than the Builders of Babel.”
So much for him being a deist.

Regardless of where we are now, this
Nation started as a Christian Nation.
All of the indications from the official
sources, from our Presidents, indicated
as much. So, regardless of where we are
now, that’s where we started. We need
to get history right if we’re going to
have a future.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida (at the re-
quest of Mr. HOYER) for today and the
balance of the week on account of per-
sonal business.

Mr. HINOJOSA (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for July 13 and the balance of
the week on account of the effect of
Hurricane Alex on his district.

Mr. OLSON (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for July 13 and the balance of
the week on account of medical rea-
sons.

—————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:
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(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. BRIGHT) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. BRIGHT, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. McDErRMOTT, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona, for 5
minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. POE of Texas) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. POE of Texas, for 5 minutes, July
21.

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, July 21.
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Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey, for 5
minutes, today.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for 5 minutes,
July 19 and 20.

Mr. PENCE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California,
for 5 minutes, today.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 40 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, July 15, 2010, at 10
a.m.

e ————

BUDGETARY EFFECTS OF PAYGO LEGISLATION

Pursuant to Public Law 111-139, Mr. SPRATT hereby submits, prior to the vote on passage, the attached estimate of
the costs of H.J. Res. 83, approving the renewal of import restrictions contained in the Burmese Freedom and Democracy
Act of 2003, as amended, for printing in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

ESTIMATE OF THE STATUTORY PAY-AS-YOU-GO EFFECTS FOR H.J. RES. 83, A JOINT RESOLUTION APPROVING THE RENEWAL OF IMPORT RESTRICTIONS CONTAINED IN THE BURMESE

FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY ACT OF 2003, AS AMENDED

By fiscal year, in millions of dollars—

2010 2011 2012 2013 3014

2015

2010—
2015

2010—

2016 2020

2017 2018 2019 2020

Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Impact

NET INCREASE OR DECREASE (—) IN THE DEFICIT
0 2 0 0 0

—153

153 0 =3 =17 0 —151 -8

Sources: Congressional Budget Office and Joint Committee on Taxation.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

8303. A letter from the Acting, Adminis-
trator, Rural Business-Cooperative Service,
Department of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Value-Added Pro-
ducer Grant Program (RIN: 0570-AA79) re-
ceived June 17, 2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

8304. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Thiamethoxam; Pesticide
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2009-0737; FRL-
8830-4] received June 21, 2010, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

8305. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s report on the amount of
purchases from foreign entities in Fiscal
Year 2009. The report separately identifies
the dollar value of items for which the Buy
American Act was waived, pursuant to Pub-
lic Law 104-201, section 827 (110 Stat. 2611); to
the Committee on Armed Services.

8306. A letter from the Secretary, Air
Force, Department of Defense, transmitting
RAND Report, ‘“‘Retaining F-22A Tooling:
Options and Costs’; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

8307. A letter from the Chief Counsel, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Changes
in Flood Elevation Determinations [Docket
ID: FEMA-2010-0003; Internal Agency Docket
No. FEMA-B-1121] received June 17, 2010, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

e

8308. A letter from the Chief Counsel, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Changes
in Flood Elevation Determinations [Docket
ID: FEMA-2010-000; Internal Agency Docket
No. FEMA-B-1090] received June 17, 2010, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

8309. A letter from the Chief Counsel, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Changes
in Flood Level Elevation Determinations
[Docket ID: FEMA-2010-0003] received June
17, 2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Financial Services.

8310. A letter from the Chief Counsel, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Final
Flood Elevation Determinations [Docket ID:
FEMA-2010-0003], pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

8311. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a
report on transactions involving U.S. exports
to Mexico and Canada pursuant to Section
2(b)(3) of the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945,
as amended; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

8312. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a
report on transactions involving U.S. exports
to Mexico pursuant to Section 2(b)(3) of the
Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as amended;
to the Committee on Financial Services.

8313. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Regulatory Services, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — National Institute on
Disability and Rehabilitation Research
(NIDRR)—Disability and Rehabilitation Re-
search Projects and Centers Program--Reha-
bilitation Engineering Research Centers
(RERCs). Catalog of Federal Domestic As-

sistance (CFDA) Numbers: 84.133E-1 and
84.133E received June 22, 2010, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor.

8314. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Annual Report for the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve covering calendar year 2008,
in accordance with section 165 of the Energy
Policy and Conservation Act; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

8315. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Oklahoma: Incorporation by
Reference of Approved State Hazardous
Waste Management Program [EPA-R06-2009-
05667; FRIL.-9162-7] received June 21, 2010, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

8316. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Ohio;
Final Approval and Promulgation of State
Implementation Plans; Carbon Monoxide and
Volatile Organic Compounds [EPA-R05-OAR-
2005-OH-0003; FRI-9159-3] received June 21,
2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

8317. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Arkansas: Final Authoriza-
tion of State-initiated Changes and Incorpo-
ration by Reference of State Hazardous
Waste Management Program [EPA-R06-
RCRA-2009-0708; FRIL-9161-9] received June
21, 2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

8318. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
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