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doing things like changing the terms of
their agreements without telling them
or advertising one rate and giving an-
other. Last year, we saw a bipartisan
effort with the Credit CARD Act to
prevent these kinds of scams. We also
worked this year to close the Medicare
part D doughnut hole. Last month, our
seniors started receiving $250 checks to
close that hole. And by 2020, it will be
gone entirely. No senior should have to
choose between purchasing drugs and
medicines they need or putting food on
their table. And no senior should be
scammed by credit card companies.
——

TRIBUTE TO GEORGE
STEINBRENNER

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, as the
owner of the New York Yankees,
George Steinbrenner was known for his
bravado. But to the people of my dis-
trict, he was known as a gentleman
horse farm owner and community lead-
er. He had a tremendous impact on
north central Florida. In 1969, he
bought the 850-acre Kinsman Stud
Horse Farm in Ocala. He was an active
horse breeder and a successful local
businessman. He also owned the Pin-
stripes Ramada Inn in Ocala. In addi-
tion, Mr. Speaker, he became one of
the largest benefactors in the Univer-
sity of Florida’s history. He built the
George Steinbrenner Band Hall, and he
helped found the large animal and
equine programs at the University of
Florida veterinary school.

While most of the tributes to George
Steinbrenner rightfully focus on his
ownership of the New York Yankees,
the people of north central Florida feel
we have lost a great friend and a good
neighbor.

———————

EXTEND UNEMPLOYMENT
BENEFITS

(Mr. SCHAUER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SCHAUER. Mr. Speaker, I ran for
Congress to support ideas, no matter
whose they were, to get our economy
going. Well, unemployment rates
across my district in Michigan are
gradually falling. There are 23,000 peo-
ple that I represent that will lose their
lifeline by the end of the year unless
the Republicans end their filibuster in
the Senate.

Let’s be clear: Our economy will
worsen and our deficit will worsen if
unemployment benefits aren’t ex-
tended. I repeat that: Our economy will
worsen and our deficit will worsen if
unemployment Dbenefits aren’t ex-
tended at this critical time. Don’t take
my word for it—economists of all polit-
ical stripes agree. Even JOHN MCCAIN’S
economic adviser, Mark Zandi, said, No
form of the fiscal stimulus has proved
more effective during the past 2 years
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than emergency unemployment insur-
ance benefits providing a bang-for-the-
buck of $1.61 for every dollar of unem-
ployment benefits.

It’s time for us to act to provide a
lifeline and help our economy.

————

MORE DELAYS ON TROOP
FUNDING

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, before Congress adjourned for
the July 4th recess, I stood at this spot
with a plea to Democratic leadership to
do the right thing and bring the mili-
tary supplemental bill forward as a
clean bill for quick passage. My re-
quest and those of many of my col-
leagues went unanswered. The result?
Our troops at risk do not have the
funding they need. It is a shame that
Congress could not get this troop fund-
ing bill passed before the Pentagon’s
deadline. By not passing or debating a
budget—another travesty—Congress
certainly has had plenty of time to get
this done.

As a veteran myself, with four sons
currently serving in the military, I
know we have brave men and women in
uniform around the world who
shouldn’t have to worry about Con-
gress’ failure to fund their programs
and missions. We have counterinsur-
gency operations right now in Iraq and
Afghanistan that should not be inter-
rupted or held up by lawmakers so they
can add billions of additional dollars in
unrelated pet projects.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

WHY GO BACK?

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Repub-
licans, sadly, apologized to BP and call
Wall Street reform an ant being hated
by the U.S. Government. Meanwhile,
they continue to say ‘‘no’” to Demo-
cratic Party attempts to extend unem-
ployment insurance benefits for the
next 6 months. They’re calling these
benefits an ‘‘entitlement’ and say that
they’re being abused by folks who can’t
find a job. And this despite an analysis
by the nonpartisan Congressional
Budget Office suggesting that extend-
ing unemployment benefits is the most
cost-effective and fast-acting way to
spur the economy.

Congressional Republicans support
the special interests that benefited
from George Bush policies and created
the worst financial crisis since the
Great Depression. A decade of Repub-
lican rule nearly doubled our national
debt. Why would we go back to that?
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AMERICA SPEAKING OUT

(Mr. REHBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. REHBERG. Thousands of Mon-
tanans are joining millions of Ameri-
cans speaking out. I have heard from
them at seven listening sessions across
Montana just last week. And thanks to
an innovative House Republican initia-
tive called America Speaking Out, they
can join people around the country on-
line at americaspeakingout.com.

Unfortunately, this majority has not
been listening. When emails and phone
systems were overwhelmed by the op-
position to the stimulus, they turned
off their phones. When town hall meet-
ings were overrun by angry constitu-
ents, they stopped holding public meet-
ings. When the opposition to their
health care takeover got too hot, they
held closed-door meetings and capped
it off with a 1 a.m. vote. Americans de-
serve better.

We deserve a government that listens
first and then acts. We deserve a gov-
ernment that remembers who it works
for. That’s what I'm doing in Montana,
and that’s what House Republicans are
doing online. Please join me today by
logging on at americaspeakingout.com.
Together, we will make a difference.

————

CUBA CONTINUES TO OPPRESS ITS
PEOPLE

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in protest of the
Castro regime’s intention to forcibly
deport 52 political prisoners under the
guise of release. Historically, the Cas-
tro regime has used political prisoners
as pawns to extract international con-
cessions and ease criticism. But as The
Washington Post pointed out in their
reporting on this story, this gesture
does not represent fundamental polit-
ical change. As more political dis-
sidents die of hunger strikes in Cuba,
we cannot allow this hollow gesture to
blind us from the reality on the
ground.

In Cuba’s authoritarian dictatorship,
every dollar that flows into the coun-
try props up the Castro regime. In the
meantime, Alan Gross of Potomac,
Maryland, arrested for distributing cell
phones and laptops to Cuba’s tiny Jew-
ish community, continues to sit in
prison with no hope of release.

A relationship with the United
States must be earned. Banishing polit-
ical dissidents from their homeland
hardly meets that test. This cheap po-
litical trick is surely of no solace for
Gross and others still in jail.

———

CUBA’S POLITICAL PRISONERS

(Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)
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Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, Fidel Castro
showed himself on television this week
to remind the world that he is alive
and in power, despite having turned
over some titles to his puppet brother.
What he does is he throws Cuban patri-
ots in the dungeons; and then when he
feels pressure, he releases Cuban patri-
ots, deports them from the country, ex-
pels them, gives them the choice, ‘Do
you want to stay in the dungeon or be
expelled from your country?” to gain
diplomatic and economic oxygen. He
wants U.S. sanctions eliminated and he
wants the European common position,
which ties a close relationship between
Cuba and Europe to an improvement in
human rights, he wants that common
position eliminated.

He comes together with the Spanish
Foreign Minister, Mr. Moratinos, and
they agree upon a supposed number of
political prisoners; under 200, they say
there are. The U.S. State Department,
in March, makes clear that only those
charged under so-called dangerous-
ness—whatever that means—number
5,000 in the Cuban dungeons.

Let’s not be fooled. Let’s not be
fooled. The solution to the Cuban prob-
lem is free elections, the release of all
political prisoners through free elec-
tions in Cuba.

———
UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS

(Ms. HIRONO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, by con-
tinuing to deny the extension of unem-
ployment benefits, Republicans are
perpetuating their heartlessness on the
backs of the working people of this
country. Last week in Hilo, I met a
group of contractors who shared with
me not only their struggles in today’s
difficult economy, but that of people
they know who have lost their jobs.
These hardworking people can’t find
jobs not for a lack of effort but for a
lack of jobs.

Before the July 4 recess, the House
passed a bill that would extend unem-
ployment benefits through the end of
November. This extension would save
6,000 residents in Hawaii from losing
their benefits. Every month that Con-
gress fails to act, another 2,150 people
in Hawaii will lose their benefits.
These benefits amount to an average of
$415 a week, which helps families buy
food and keep a roof over their heads
until they can find a job. And for every
$1 they spend, $1.60 is generated in eco-
nomic growth for local businesses.

We cannot turn our backs on hard-
working people by taking away their
unemployment benefits. The time to
act is now.

————

TIMMY BERGERON WRITES THE
PRESIDENT

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I re-
ceived a letter from a really mad Cajun
named Timmy Bergeron. He is from
Houma, Louisiana, and runs an oil-re-
lated drilling business.

Timmy’s letter is to the President
and says, ‘I am terribly troubled that
after striving to find jobs for Ameri-
cans, you make a hasty decision to
stop drilling for 6 months. Did you stop
coal mining after all the incidents they
have been having? No. Did you stop the
airlines after all the crashes and acci-
dents they have been having? No. Now
you want to shut down the oil industry
for 6 months, which will hurt tens of
thousands of workers! I only hope you
understand the trickle-down effect this
will have on many industries.”

Mr. Speaker, the rest of the letter
gets a bit more colorful, but Mr.
Bergeron wants to know why the Presi-
dent is intentionally putting him out
of business. Maybe the President will
write him back. Meanwhile, the ill-ad-
vised deepwater drilling ban is putting
people out of work and is the second
disaster in the Gulf of Mexico.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

EXTEND UNEMPLOYMENT
BENEFITS FOR AMERICANS

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, Senate
Republicans continue to refuse to allow
the extension of unemployment insur-
ance benefits to the American people.
Let me tell you what that does in my
State.

If we don’t extend those benefits
within a very short period of time,
125,000 Kentuckians will be without the
means to support their families. That
means, in addition to human suffering,
we’re talking about $1256 million a
month that will not be spent in the
Kentucky economy. Multiply that
across the country, and you see the in-
credible effect that it can have.

I don’t think that Republicans really
mean it when they say, Well, we’re
okay with supporting it, but we want
to pay for it. They didn’t say the same
thing when they got into two wars,
provided a new entitlement prescrip-
tion drug benefit, and passed tax cuts
for the wealthiest Americans.

You can’t build a political philosophy
on the pain and suffering of the Amer-
ican people, but that’s the only conclu-
sion that I can reach. They figure, cre-
ate as much pain and damage as you
can create, and then the American peo-
ple will blame the party in power for it.
That’s a pretty cynical way to ap-
proach the lives of the American peo-
ple and Kentuckians.

———

A TRIBUTE TO THE THIRD CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF
TEXAS
(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked

and was given permission to address

the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to honor the recent ac-
colades of the Third Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas. While I know it’s a great
place to live, work, and raise a family,
clearly, other notable and even na-
tional publications have paid atten-
tion, too.

For example, D Magazine put the
spotlight on the best suburbs for Dal-
las; and 11 out of all 11 cities in the
Third District outside of Dallas ranked
among the top: Parker, Murphy, Allen,
Sachse, Plano, Frisco, Wylie, McKin-
ney, Rowlett, Richardson, and Garland.

Money Magazine just named McKin-
ney, Texas, as the fifth most desirable
place to live in the Nation, while Allen
took 16th and Rowlett claimed 24th. In
addition, Newsweek featured 10 Third
District high schools in June in the
America’s Best High Schools edition.

My hat goes off to the people who
make Texas places so special and the
leaders who had the vision and courage
to make their dreams for these commu-
nities a reality. Congratulations to all.
God bless you. I salute you.

———

A TRIBUTE TO TOMMY DURHAM

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to pay tribute to Tommy
Durham, a gentleman in my commu-
nity who passed away a few days ago.
Tommy was known as the mayor of
West Madison Street, where he ran a
used appliance business and fixed air
conditioners, stoves, heaters. Anything
that needed fixing, Tommy could do it.

He was passionately involved in poli-
tics and ran for office more than 40
years ago. He did not win the election,
but he did win a place in the hearts and
minds of the people, and I pay tribute
to him and his life today.

——
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CUBA’S RELEASE OF POLITICAL
PRISONERS

(Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, this week we’ve seen
that the Castro dictatorship has re-
leased a handful of political prisoners
in an attempt to try to win concessions
from the European Union and the
United States. It’s not the first time
they’ve done that to try to win conces-
sions.

At the same time, the Obama admin-
istration recognizes that there are
about 5,000 Cubans that are held in the
gulags of that nation for the charge of
dangerousness. Those are 5,000 addi-
tional political prisoners that languish
in prison.

We’ve got to remember who the Cas-
tro regime, that terrorist regime, who
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