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calls this, ‘“Warlord, Inc.: Extortion
and Corruption Along the U.S. Supply
Chain in Afghanistan.”” And perhaps
most disturbing of all, Madam Speak-
er, is the Department of Defense appar-
ently has long been aware of this and
hasn’t done a thing about it.

As Mr. TIERNEY points out, at a time
when communities here at home are
crying out for investment in schools,
hospitals, and other infrastructure, it’s
galling to think that American tax-
payer dollars are supporting the kind
of thuggery in Afghanistan that is
quite possibly endangering our troops.
It’s bad enough, Madam Speaker, that
the American people are being asked to
pay for our failed war. Now it appears
that they’re being asked to pay for the
wrong side.

Madam Speaker, we simply cannot
sustain a counterterrorism strategy
that has us doing business, however in-
directly, with the terrorists them-
selves. It’s illogical and it’s uncon-
scionable. This is just one more piece
of evidence that this war is failing the
American people, undermining instead
of advancing our national security ob-
jectives. It’s time for a radical change
in our policy. It’s time to bring our
troops home.

—
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
DAHLKEMPER). Under a previous order
of the House, the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. BURTON) is recognized for 5
minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————

STAFF SERGEANT EDWARDO
LOREDO—AMERICAN SOLDIER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
it’s my solemn honor tonight to pay
tribute to an American hero and a son
of Texas killed in Afghanistan in serv-
ice to our country.

Staff Sergeant Edwardo Loredo died
in Afghanistan supporting Operation
Enduring Freedom. Edwardo was killed
by injuries sustained when an IED was
detonated near his dismounted patrol.
Madam Speaker, IEDs are the way the
cowards of the desert fight against our
Americans. Sergeant Loredo was just
34 years of age, and it was just one day
before his 35th birthday when he gave
his life for our Nation.

This great American warrior was
born and raised in Houston, Texas. He
was an Army Airborne soldier.
Edwardo served combat tours in both
Iraqg and Afghanistan and was with C
Company, 2nd Battalion, 508th Para-
chute Infantry Regiment, 82nd Air-
borne out of Fort Bragg.

Now the 82nd Airborne Division has
had its share of famous soldiers, from
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Sergeant Alvin C. York to General
James M. Gavin. But the real story of
the 82nd Airborne Division is the self-
less men like Edwardo Loredo—one of
the thousands of paratroopers in jump
boots, baggy pants, and maroon berets.
They jump out of aircraft loaded with
a ton of gear and stare danger right in
the face. And if you are looking for
peril, you will find our paratroopers
there, jumping out of airplanes into
the worst hellholes on the planet, find-
ing the terrorists cowering in their
caves, taking the fight to the enemy,
and treading where the timid dare not
go.

You see, Madam Speaker, our Air-
borne soldiers plant the American flag
and say, The American soldier is here
to defend freedom and liberty. They go
to liberate, not to conquer. And you
can point them to danger, and they’ll
jump right in. They’re the Airborne
soldiers of the 82nd. They’re called the
“All Americans,” signified by their fa-
mous ‘‘AA’ patch on their shoulder.
Their division was first formed by sol-
diers from all of the 48 States at the
time.

Staff Sergeant Edwardo Loredo was
one of such American troopers. He
graduated from Sam Houston High
School and joined the Army shortly
after graduation. He met his wife, Jen-
nifer, in the Army. First Sergeant Jen-
nifer Loredo, Edwardo’s wife, was de-
ployed to northern Afghanistan when
she got news that her husband had been
killed in southern Afghanistan.

This fine young couple are examples
of the absolute best America has. They
sacrificed so much in service for the
country that they love. Edwardo called
his fellow soldiers his family as well,
and he loved the Army life.

Edwardo is survived by his 2-year-old
son, KEddie; his 7-year-old daughter,
Laura; and his 13-year-old step-
daughter, Alexis.

His family says Edwardo was an ad-
venturer. He adored his wife and fa-
ther, and he loved to cook for his fam-
ily. America is blessed to have such a
rare breed of man who serves as pro-
tector to his family and to his Nation.

Madam Speaker, this is a photograph
of Staff Sergeant Edwardo Loredo.
General Douglas MacArthur talked
about such men, and he summed up
their service in three words when he
said, ‘“‘Duty, honor, country.” Those
three hallowed words reverently dic-
tate what these people will be, what
they can be, and what they will always
be. Staff Sergeant Edwardo Loredo
lived those words. He honored his coun-
try and his family with his courage and
his dedication, and he gave his life for
the things he believed in.

It was once said that what we do for
ourselves dies with us, but what we do
for the others and the world remains
and is immortal. Edwardo’s sacrifice
will not be forgotten by our Nation.
Staff Sergeant Edwardo Loredo’s name
is now written on the sacred rolls of
American patriots who paid in blood
for this Nation’s freedom and for the
freedom of other nations.
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Today I offer a grateful nation’s
thanks and prayers. We are grateful
that a man like Edwardo Loredo lived
and loved America. My heartfelt con-
dolences to Edwardo’s wife and chil-
dren, his friends and family in Hous-
ton, and to the 82nd Airborne family.
Today we honor this great American
warrior’s life and are humbled by his
greatest of sacrifices. We are truly
blessed to have called Staff Sergeant
Edwardo Loredo an American.

And that’s just the way it is.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

MANY MORE 1099°’S FOR SMALL
BUSINESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. UPTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, it was
a few months ago that Congress passed
and the President signed this health
care bill; 2,700 pages that I don’t think
a lot of people read. But if you did read
it, you might have gotten to this one
section, section 9006, and I will just
read it very quickly.

“Expansion of Information Reporting
Requirements. In General—Section 6041
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is
amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsections:

‘““(h) Application to Corporations.—
Notwithstanding any regulation pre-
scribed by the Secretary before the
date of the enactment of this sub-
section, for purposes of this section the
term ‘person’ includes any corporation
that is not an organization exempt
from tax under section 501(a).

‘(i) Regulations.—The Secretary
may prescribe such regulations and
other guidance as may be appropriate
or necessary to carry out the purpose
of this section, including rules to pre-
vent duplicative reporting of trans-
actions.”.

(b) Payments for Property and Other
Gross Proceeds.—Subsection (a) of sec-
tion 6041 of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘“‘amounts in consid-
eration for property,” after ‘“‘wages,”’,

(2) by inserting ‘‘gross proceeds’
after ‘‘emoluments, or other’’, and

(3) by inserting ‘‘gross proceeds,”’
after ‘‘setting forth the amount of
such”.

(c) Effective Date.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to
payments made after December 31,
2011.”

A lot of gobbledygook, right? Any-
body here know what that means? No,
they don’t. Let me tell you what it
means. That section that I just read,
even if you read it before we voted on
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the House floor, is a requirement that
every business in America, beginning
January 1 of next year, 2011, will have
to file a 1099-MISC for any transaction
that exceeds $600 during the course of
the year.

So what does that mean? You’'ve got
a business that goes to Staples.
They’re going to have to keep track of
every transaction that they made. If
you buy, as a business, $60 a month
from Staples, you are going to have to
file a 1099. If you’ve got a sales force,
maybe they go out to a bunch of hotels
or restaurants during the course of the
year, you are going to have to find
every one of those for all of your em-
ployees.

During this recent break that we
were home, I met with one of my small
business people in Michigan. Last year,
they filed 10 1099s. They figure that
next year—they have, I don’t know, 30
people that work for them—they are
going to have to file 350 1099s. Any
business transaction that exceeds $600
over the course of the year, they are
going to have to file a 1099.

And what does that have to do with
health care? How does that help the
employees that are working there?
Maybe they will have to hire some
more people to fill out the 1099s, and
they are going to be covered. Well,
that’s just crazy. This is a new regula-
tion that’s going to be put on busi-
nesses. It’s going to cost a lot more
money. If anything, it’s going to take
away from folks that have health care
in America.

Now, we have some good news. There
is a bill. My colleague DAN LUNGREN
from California introduced a bill, H.R.
5141, the Small Business Paperwork
Mandate Elimination Act. Just on the
title, you know what that means
versus what I just read at the begin-
ning of my remarks. It takes this
away. What the heck are we going to
be collecting that information for?
Well, somewhere else—I don’t know
what page it’s in here, but of course it
calls for the hiring of 15,000 more IRS
agents. Maybe that’s why they have to
hire them, so they can look at all these
1099s that every business is going to
have to file.

Now remember, when you do a 1099,
it’s more than just the amount. You’re
going to have to go get the Employer
Identification Number for every busi-
ness that you made that purchase. So,
as I talked to my Kalamazoo home-
builders the last couple of times over
the last couple of weeks, if they just
happen to take their pickup and fill up
at that Marathon or Speedway station
every other week and it’s going to be
more than $600 over the course of the
year, they are going to have to get that
Employer Identification Number and
keep track of all those gas records.
Think about the utilities, Consumers
Energy, American Electric Power,
I&M. All of the utility companies will
have to do a separate 1099 for every
business that they serve if they sell
more than, in essence, $0 worth of
electricity a month to them.
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What a nightmare.

Now, some might suggest that this is
the first step to a VAT tax. That’s
right. The IRS now is going to assem-
ble all this information and maybe—
and remember, it says it’s effective in
2012, but that means you have to start
filing beginning January 1, only 5 or 6
months from now. It’s the first step.
It’s the wrong step. We need to repeal
it.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

E—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————————

RELEASE OF POLITICAL
PRISONERS IN CUBA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOs-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, today marks the anniversary of the
horrific 13th of March tugboat mas-
sacre, in which 41 Cubans lost their
lives at the hands of the Cuban re-
gime’s Coast Guard.

Risking their lives to escape from the
brutal oppression of the Castro tyr-
anny, the victims and the survivors of
that attack 16 years ago symbolize the
ongoing struggle of the Cuban people
to be free.

This anniversary serves to remind
the world that the same callous dicta-
torship that rammed the small tugboat
and turned water cannons on innocent
Cuban men, women and children so
that they could fall and drown to death
is the same dictatorship in power
today.

This is a regime that trades political
prisoners like baseball cards to manip-
ulate public opinion and advance its
brutal agenda. Do not be fooled. These
are not releases. They are forced exile;
means by which the tyrannical rulers
in Havana seek to eliminate their op-
ponents. And in forcibly removing
them, the regime, yet again, is vio-
lating the fundamental rights of these
prisoners of conscience.

Having spent years in Castro’s dun-
geons for having the courage to stand
up for the basic liberties of the Cuban
people, now these brave individuals
will be banished from their homeland,
courtesy of the dictatorship and its ac-
complice, the Spanish government.

Faced with this prospect, nearly a
dozen of the prisoners of conscience re-
ported to have made the list have al-
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ready expressed their refusal to leave
the island upon release, including Dr.
Oscar Elias Biscet, a 2007 recipient of
the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Years ago Dr. Biscet wrote to his fel-
low comrades, his countrymen, of ‘“‘a
movement of complacency,” to use his
words, a movement that, and I quote
him, ‘“‘tries to make Cubans devoted to
freedom believe that they should ap-
plaud and be content with receiving
limited doses of freedom, a movement
which suggests that we Cubans do not
deserve total freedom, but only small
tokens of it. This movement of low ex-
pectations speculates that other frag-
ments of freedom and democracy will
automatically follow it.”

While some will use this latest farce
to reward the Cuban regime, those who
truly support freedom and democracy
will heed the wise words of Dr. Biscet.

It is no coincidence that this latest
scheme promptly follows recent legis-
lative efforts to provide an economic
lifeline to the Cuban dictatorship. It is
no coincidence that Fidel Castro chose
this weekend to make his first public
appearance in years, or to do a tele-
vision interview on the Middle East to
praise the enemies of freedom while at-
tacking our democratic ally, Israel.

But this is not the first time that the
regime has used political prisoners as
pawns in its pursuit of infinite power.
In 1978, the regime released 3,600 polit-
ical prisoners in exchange for the
Carter administration’s easing of sanc-
tions on the regime. Then 26 were re-
leased for Jesse Jackson in 1984, three
for Bill Richardson in 1996, another one
for former President Jimmy Carter in
2002, and 80 for Pope John Paul II in
1998.

No sooner were these political pris-
oners freed than the cells once again
were then filled with those seeking
freedom from Castro’s tyranny.

With a recent visit from Syria’s dic-
tator and longlasting ties with fellow
state sponsor of terrorism, Iran, the ty-
rants of those rogue states are likely
sharing trade secrets on how to best
manipulate foreign nations to serve
their own nefarious purposes.

Syria, like Iran, is seeking nuclear
capabilities, other mnonconventional
weapons, ballistic missiles, and it ac-
tively supports Islamic extremists.

Similarly, Cuba provides safe haven
to known extremists from around the
world and continues to publicly defend
violent organizations such as the
FARC in Colombia.

The anti-American, anti-democratic,
anti-freedom agenda that these dic-
tators have in common presents a
threat to our U.S. national security in-
terests.

Let us not be fooled, Madam Speaker.

For the sake of all those who have been
victims of the Cuban tyranny—including Amer-
icans like Alan Gross and the members of
Brothers to the Rescue murdered by Castro’s
thugs in February 1996—the United States
must not, and cannot, fall for this latest facade
by the Castro regime: Until all political pris-
oners are liberated; all political parties, labor
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