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To restrain this particular abuse, Re-
publicans offered amendments in the
Resources Committee to prevent the
park designation from being misused to
prohibit construction and maintenance
of power generating facilities, whether
coal-fired, wind or solar. With some
people opposed to almost any new
power facility, and others opposed only
to those near their backyards, this has
been an escalating problem. The Na-
tional Park Service has participated in
killing or delaying affordable and re-
newable energy projects from coast to
coast. Unfortunately, Committee
Democrats rejected these common-
sense amendments on nearly party-line
votes, and those protections are not in
this bill today.

Unfortunately, we are considering
this bill under suspension of the rules
and we are being denied the oppor-
tunity to offer amendments to salvage
this flawed legislation. I urge my col-
leagues to exercise some fiscal re-
straint here today, support property
rights, and oppose this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr.
RODRIGUEZ), the author of the bill.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, and
Madam Chairman, I stand here today
in support of my legislation, H.R. 4438,
a bill to authorize the expansion of the
San Antonio Mission National Historic
Park boundaries, and to authorize a
boundary study that would identify
possible lands for inclusion in the park
within Bexar and Wilson Counties.

This bipartisan piece of legislation is
cosponsored by all three of my col-
leagues from San Antonio, Congress-
man CHARLIE GONZALEZ, Congressman
LAMAR SMITH, and Congressman HENRY
CUELLAR. My colleague in the Senate,
Senator KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON, has
also introduced companion legislation.

The San Antonio Missions is the
largest concentration of Catholic mis-
sions in North America and serve as
some of the most well preserved rep-
resentations of Spanish colonial his-
tory, influence and culture in the
Southwest. It is on this foundation
that the City of San Antonio was es-
tablished, and today the Missions serve
as an important reminder of the con-
nections to the city’s rich past.

Built along the San Antonio River in
the early 1700s by Spanish mission-
aries, the Missions became important
social and cultural centers of the time.
Today, four missions still stand and
continue to be active parishes.

Established as a national park in
1978, the National Park Service and the
City of San Antonio and Bexar County
have worked diligently to restore and
preserve the Missions and the sur-
rounding river area.

After years of channelization, the
area along the river is at last being re-
stored to its natural ecosystem. Pre-
serving the natural habitat in an urban
area is hugely important and has long
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been a priority of the San Antonio
community. Now that this process is
underway, expanding the Missions Na-
tional Park to include this area is vital
to creating a continuous and seamless
park along the river.

This legislation will authorize the ac-
quisition of previously identified lands
currently owned, and I stress, cur-
rently owned, by the City of San Anto-
nio and Bexar County that are suitable
for inclusion in the park. These are
willing sellers.

It will also authorize a boundary
study for future areas. This bill will
continue the deep tradition of preser-
vation for the parks and river region,
while also ensuring its future growth.

The need to prepare for this growth
is clear. Just last year alone, in 2009,
the park had a record-breaking year of
visitations with over 1.7 million people
visiting the park, a 35 percent increase
over 2008 levels.

This legislation ensures that future
generations will be able to walk along
the river and see the city through the
eyes of its past inhabitants as they
look upon these historic structures and
learn about the people that settled the
region.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
support of H.R. 4438.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 1 minute.

Mr. Speaker, I would note that the
gentlelady from Wyoming has ex-
pressed concerns over the pending
measure and the one we considered
prior to it, which was a National Park
Study bill. The next bill we will con-
sider is also a National Park Study
bill, and I will be pleased to support it,
noting that the gentlelady from Wyo-
ming is that bill’s sponsor.

Mr. Speaker, I again urge Members
to support the bill.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of H.R. 4438, the
“San Antonio Missions National Historical Park
Leasing and Boundary Expansion Act of
2010,” as introduced by my fellow member of
the Texas delegation, the distinguished CIRO
RODRIGUEZ. This bill will expand the bound-
aries of the San Antonio Missions National
Historical Park, adding an additional 150 acres
of land to the site that preserves important
pieces of Texas history.

In the early 18th Century, the five missions
in San Antonio were the largest concentration
of Catholic missions in North America. Built
primarily to expand Spanish New World influ-
ence northward from Mexico, the missions
also served to introduce native inhabitants into
Spanish society. All five thrived through the
middle of the 18th Century, and then slowly
declined towards the end of the 1700s,
through disease, inadequate military support,
and increased hostility from Comanches and
Apaches.

The Alamo, the most famous of the mis-
sions, is well known to all, as a shrine of
Texas history. The other four missions—San
Jose, San Juan, Concepcion, and Espada—
have been in active operation as houses of
worship since the 1800s, and are still impor-
tant to the history of Texas.
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In 1978, the San Antonio Missions National
Historical Park was authorized by the National
Park Service. At that time, the San Antonio
River, which runs through much of the Park’s
area, was somewhat polluted. It was always
planned and expected that, as the river was
cleaned up, the Park would expand to take
advantage of the unpolluted riverside areas.
Now, that time has come.

H.R. 4438 will direct the Secretary of the In-
terior to study lands within Bexar and Wilson
Counties in Texas, to identify lands that would
be suitable for inclusion. It will also authorize
the leasing of office space for a headquarters
and support building, and allow the construc-
tion of an education and research center. It is
only fitting that, as Mission Concepcion has
recently been restored, and Mission San Jose
is about to be restored, that the Park they are
a part of is expanded to what it was originally
imagined to be. Therefore, | strongly support
this legislation, and urge my colleagues to join
me.

Ms. BORDALLO. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4438, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————

HEART MOUNTAIN RELOCATION
CENTER STUDY ACT OF 2009

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3989) to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to conduct a special re-
source study to determine the suit-
ability and feasibility of adding the
Heart Mountain Relocation Center, in
the State of Wyoming, as a unit of the
National Park System.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3989

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Heart Moun-
tain Relocation Center Study Act of 2009”.
SEC. 2. SPECIAL RESOURCE STUDY.

(a) STUDY.—The Secretary of the Interior
shall conduct a special resource study of the
Heart Mountain Relocation Center, in Park
County, Wyoming.

(b) CONTENTS.—In conducting the study
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall—

(1) evaluate the national significance of
the Heart Mountain Relocation Center and
surrounding area;

(2) determine the suitability and feasi-
bility of designating the Heart Mountain Re-
location Center as a unit of the National
Park System;
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(3) consider other alternatives for preserva-
tion, protection, and interpretation of the
site by Federal, State, or local governmental
entities, or private and nonprofit organiza-
tions;

(4) identify cost estimates for any Federal
acquisition, development, interpretation, op-
eration, and maintenance associated with
the alternatives;

(5) identify any potential impacts of des-
ignation of the site as a unit of the National
Park System on private landowners; and

(6) consult with interested Federal, State,
or local governmental entities, federally rec-
ognized Indian tribes, private and nonprofit
organizations, owners of private property
that may be affected by any such designa-
tion, or any other interested individuals.

(c) APPLICABLE LAW.—The study required
under subsection (a) shall be conducted in
accordance with section 8 of Public Law 91—
383 (16 U.S.C. 1la-b).

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
the date on which funds are first made avail-
able for the study under subsection (a), the
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on
Natural Resources of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources of the Senate a report
containing the results of the study and any
conclusions and recommendations of the
Secretary.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gentle-
woman from Wyoming (Mrs. LUMMIS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
3989 was introduced by Congresswoman
CYNTHIA LUMMIS in November of 2009.

Heart Mountain Relocation Center
was one of 10 Japanese internment
camps set up during World War II when
anti-Japanese sentiment was running
rampant following the attack on Pearl
Harbor. At its peak, nearly 11,000 Japa-
nese Americans who were forced from
their communities in California, Wash-
ington and Oregon, were detained in
Heart Mountain’s tar-paper barracks.

H.R. 3989 would direct the National
Park Service to construct a special re-
source study to determine the national
significance of Heart Mountain and the
suitability and feasibility of desig-
nating it as a unit of the National Park
System.

Mr. Speaker, we support the passage
of H.R. 3989.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, between 1942 and 1945,
Heart Mountain was one of 10 confine-
ment facilities for Japanese Americans
run by Franklin Roosevelt’s War Relo-
cation authority. At its peak, the camp
confined nearly 11,000 people, most of
whom were United States citizens.
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This bill would authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a Spe-
cial Resource Study to determine the
suitability and feasibility of desig-
nating the Heart Mountain Relocation
Center in the State of Wyoming as a
unit of the National Park System.

The park, if created, would be on Bu-
reau of Land Management land and on
land owned by the Wyoming Heart
Mountain Foundation.

Former United States Senator Alan
Simpson and former Congressman and
Secretary of Commerce and Transpor-
tation, Norman Mineta, met each other
as boys when the future Secretary Mi-
neta was interned at Heart Mountain
and future Senator Simpson was grow-
ing up in Park County.
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Both now serve on the board of the
Wyoming Heart Mountain Foundation.
Under their leadership, the foundation
is currently building an interpretive
center that is scheduled to open next
year. If the park is created, the Wyo-
ming Heart Mountain Foundation has
indicated its willingness to donate its
land to the Park Service. No additional
acquisition of private land is con-
templated. Creation of this park has
strong local support in Park County,
Wyoming. And as the author of the
bill, I urge my colleagues to join me in
voting for it.

Mr. Speaker, though the gentlelady
from Guam raises an excellent point
about the fact that I have questioned
the propriety during these tough eco-
nomic times of purchasing land in the
previous bill, H.R. 4686, that is a pro-
posal for the National Park Service to
purchase land, and authorizing $4 mil-
lion to do so, whereas the Heart Moun-
tain proposal is to donate the land if
the National Park Service chooses to
accept it and recommend it as a unit of
the National Park Service. That is the
difference in the bills, Mr. Speaker.

I have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I
again urge Members to support the bill.

I have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3989.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

FORT PULASKI NATIONAL MONU-
MENT LEASE AUTHORIZATION
ACT
Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move

to suspend the rules and pass the bill

(H.R. 4773) to authorize the Secretary

of the Interior to lease certain lands
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within Fort Pulaski National Monu-
ment, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4773

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Fort Pulaski
National Monument Lease Authorization
Act”.

SEC. 2. LEASE AUTHORIZATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the In-
terior (referred to in this section as the
“Secretary’’) may lease to the Savannah Bar
Pilots Association, or a successor organiza-
tion, no more than 30,000 square feet of land
and improvements within Fort Pulaski Na-
tional Monument (referred to in this section
as the ‘“Monument’’) at the location on
Cockspur Island that has been used continu-
ously by the Savannah Bar Pilots Associa-
tion since 1940.

(b) RENTAL FEE AND PROCEEDS.—

(1) RENTAL FEE.—For the lease authorized
by this Act, the Secretary shall require a
rental fee based on fair market value ad-
justed, as the Secretary deems appropriate,
for amounts to be expended by the lessee for
property preservation, maintenance, or re-
pair and related expenses.

(2) PROCEEDS.—Disposition of the proceeds
from the rental fee required pursuant to
paragraph (1) shall be made in accordance
with section 3(k)(5) of Public Law 91-383 (16
U.S.C. 1a-2(k)(b)).

(c) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—A lease en-
tered into under this section—

(1) shall be for a term of no more than 10
years and, at the Secretary’s discretion, for
successive terms of no more than 10 years at
a time; and

(2) shall include any terms and conditions
the Secretary determines to be necessary to
protect the resources of the Monument and
the public interest.

(d) EXEMPTION FROM APPLICABLE LAW.—Ex-
cept as provided in section 2(b)(2) of this Act,
the lease authorized by this Act shall not be
subject to section 3(k) of Public Law 91-383
(16 U.S.C. la-2(k)) or section 321 of Act of
June 30, 1932 (40 U.S.C. 1302).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gentle-
woman from Wyoming (Mrs. LUMMIS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
4773, introduced by Representative
JACK KINGSTON of Georgia, would allow
the National Park Service to lease a
small facility at Fort Pulaski National
Monument to the Savannah Bar Pilots
Association.

The pilots perform a vital public
service, keeping the Savannah River
and the harbor safe, and they have used
this facility at Fort Pulaski for more



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-13T23:27:44-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




