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Best of all, Bridgestone and its em-
ployees have been active participants
in the community. Plant employees
volunteer their time, recently helping
to restore the local Mayo River Park
to become the newest State park in
North Carolina, as well as supporting
local youth sports, United Way, Salva-
tion Army, and a local charity for non-
insured cancer patients.

Mr. Speaker, this facility and its
dedicated, hardworking employees are
truly a tremendous asset to North
Carolina.

———

AMERICANS ARE ANGRY AT THE
MEDIA

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
two-thirds of Americans say they are
“‘angry’’ at the national media, accord-
ing to a new Rasmussen public opinion
poll. The poll suggests that Americans
are angry because of the national me-
dia’s clear liberal bias.

By a margin of more than 3-1, Ameri-
cans say the average reporter is more
liberal than they are, rather than more
conservative. By almost the same mar-
gin, Americans think reporters are try-
ing to help President Obama pass his
agenda. Seven in 10 say most reporters
try to help the candidate they want to
win. And a majority think employees
would hide information that might
hurt a candidate they wanted to win.

Americans will continue to be angry
until the national media report the
facts and stop telling the American
people what to think.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6 p.m. today.

————

SUGAR LOAF FIRE PROTECTION
DISTRICT LAND EXCHANGE ACT

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3923) to provide for the exchange
of certain land located in the Arapaho-
Roosevelt National Forests in the
State of Colorado, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3923

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “‘Sugar Loaf Fire

Protection District Land Exchange Act’’.
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SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) DISTRICT.—The term ‘‘District’”’ means the
Sugar Loaf Fire Protection District of Boulder,
Colorado.

(2) FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘Federal land’’
means—

(A) the parcel of approximately 1.52 acres of
land in the National Forest that is generally de-
picted on the map numbered 1, entitled
“Sugarloaf Fire Protection District Proposed
Land Exchange’’, and dated November 12, 2009;
and

(B) the parcel of approximately 3.56 acres of
land in the National Forest that is generally de-
picted on the map numbered 2, entitled
“Sugarloaf Fire Protection District Proposed
Land Exchange’’, and dated November 12, 2009.

(3) NATIONAL FOREST.—The term ‘‘National
Forest”” means the Arapaho-Roosevelt National
Forests located in the State of Colorado.

(4) NON-FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘non-Fed-
eral land’” means the parcel of approximately
5.17 acres of mon-Federal land in unincor-
porated Boulder County, Colorado, that is gen-
erally depicted on the map numbered 3, entitled
“Sugarloaf Fire Protection District Proposed
Land Exchange’, and dated November 12, 2009.

(5) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Agriculture.

SEC. 3. LAND EXCHANGE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the provisions of
this Act, if the District offers to convey to the
Secretary all right, title, and interest of the Dis-
trict in and to the non-Federal land, and the
offer is acceptable to the Secretary—

(1) the Secretary shall accept the offer; and

(2) on receipt of acceptable title to the mon-
Federal land, the Secretary shall convey to the
District all right, title, and interest of the
United States in and to the Federal land.

(b) APPLICABLE LAW.—Section 206 of the Fed-
eral Land Policy and Management Act of 1976
(43 U.S.C. 1716) shall apply to the land ex-
change authorized under subsection (a), except
that—

(1) the Secretary may accept a cash equali-
zation payment in excess of 25 percent of the
value of the Federal land; and

(2) as a condition of the land exchange under
subsection (a), the District shall—

(A) pay each cost relating to any land surveys
and appraisals of the Federal land and non-
Federal land; and

(B) enter into an agreement with the Sec-
retary that allocates any other administrative
costs between the Secretary and the District.

(¢) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The
land exchange under subsection (a) shall be
subject to—

(1) valid existing rights; and

(2) any terms and conditions that the Sec-
retary may require.

(d) TIME FOR COMPLETION OF LAND EX-
CHANGE.—It is the intent of Congress that the
land exchange under subsection (a) shall be
completed not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this Act.

(e) AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY TO CONDUCT
SALE OF FEDERAL LAND.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with para-
graph (2), if the land exchange under subsection
(a) is not completed by the date that is 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary may offer to sell to the District the Fed-
eral land.

(2) VALUE OF FEDERAL LAND.—The Secretary
may offer to sell to the District the Federal land
for the fair market value of the Federal land.

(f) DISPOSITION OF PROCEEDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall deposit
in the fund established under Public Law 90-171
(commonly known as the ‘“‘Sisk Act’’) (16 U.S.C.
484a) any amount received by the Secretary as
the result of—

(A) any cash equalization payment made
under subsection (b); and
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(B) any sale carried out under subsection (e).

(2) USE OF PROCEEDS.—Amounts deposited
under paragraph (1) shall be available to the
Secretary, without further appropriation and
until expended, for the acquisition of land or in-
terests in land in the National Forest.

(9) MANAGEMENT AND STATUS OF ACQUIRED
LAND.—The mnon-Federal land acquired by the
Secretary under this section shall be—

(1) added to, and administered as part of, the
National Forest; and

(2) managed by the Secretary in accordance
with—

(A) the Act of March 1, 1911 (commonly
known as the “Weeks Law’) (16 U.S.C. 480 et
seq.); and

(B) any laws (including regulations) applica-
ble to the National Forest.

(h) REVOCATION OF ORDERS; WITHDRAWAL.—

(1) REVOCATION OF ORDERS.—Any public order
withdrawing the Federal land from entry, ap-
propriation, or disposal under the public land
laws is revoked to the extent necessary to permit
the conveyance of the Federal land to the Dis-
trict.

(2) WITHDRAWAL.—Omn the date of enactment
of this Act, if not already withdrawn or Sseg-
regated from entry and appropriation under the
public land laws (including the mining and min-
eral leasing laws) and the Geothermal Steam Act
of 1970 (30 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.), the Federal land
is withdrawn until the date of the conveyance
of the Federal land to the District.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3923 was intro-
duced by our colleague from Colorado,
Congressman JARED PoOLIS. Since 1967,
the Forest Service has issued two spe-
cial use permits to the Sugar Loaf Fire
Protection District to own and operate
two fire stations on National Forest
System land.

The District would like to own the
parcels of land on which the fire sta-
tions sit in order to build an area for
firefighter training and bathroom fa-
cilities. Currently, the fire stations do
not have running water because State
and county regulations prohibit well
and septic systems on public lands for
private use.

The District would receive approxi-
mately 5 acres of Federal land on
which the fire stations sit, and the For-
est Service would receive land of equal
value from the District. A specific in-
holding owned by the District has been
identified for the exchange.

Mr. Speaker, we commend Congress-
man PoOLIS for his work on this bill,
and we support passage of this meas-
ure.
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I reserve the balance of my time.
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Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, throughout the West
there are communities struggling to
provide basic services because of a lim-
ited tax base and a shortage of non-
Federal lands to build infrastructure.
The Sugar Loaf Fire District in Colo-
rado has provided services to the sur-
rounding National Forest area for
years and is simply seeking a tiny par-
cel of land in order to make much-
needed improvements in their facili-
ties.

This commonsense land conveyance
should have been handled administra-
tively by the Forest Service. Some-
thing is not working right when cash-
strapped fire districts who are pro-
viding incalculable benefits to Federal
lands have to spend years and money
they do not have to push for legislation
for something that should be handled
quickly and at the local level.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. POLIS).

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of my bill, H.R. 3923, the
Sugar Loaf Fire Protection District
Land Exchange Act. This legislation is
the result of a long-term effort by the
Sugar Loaf Fire Protection District in
Sugar Loaf, Colorado. This exchange
will be of great benefit to those volun-
teer firefighters and the communities
that they serve.

The Sugar Loaf Fire Protection Dis-
trict and the U.S. Forest Service have
always worked closely with each other
since the fire district’s inception in
1967. The Sugar Loaf Fire Protection
District volunteers are key first re-
sponders to both wild-land and residen-
tial fires as well as car accidents and
health emergencies within the commu-
nities and the public lands that they
serve.

In its fledgling start, the fire dis-
trict’s physical home was established
in an existing building on U.S. Forest
Service land through a special use per-
mit. Three years later, a second build-
ing was constructed under another spe-
cial use permit, both in important lo-
cations for accessibility to the few
main roads in the mountainous areas.
This bill today would exchange the
small amount of Federal land on which
these facilities exist with private land
that has been purchased by the fire dis-
trict for this transfer, land that is bet-
ter suited for the scenic and rec-
reational services of the local public
lands.

While the U.S. Forest Service and
these special use permits have been in-
credibly valuable during the over 40-
year history of the fire district, it is
now important that the fire district
has the autonomy to better self-direct
its future, invest, and ensure the mod-
ernization of its facilities.
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Currently these buildings are with-
out even the most basic amenities, like
running water and restrooms, and their
location on public land has precluded
them from making modernizations. As
the surrounding communities have
grown considerably in the past few dec-
ades, these buildings have taken on
added responsibility as community
meeting centers, making it even more
important that they be updated to ac-
commodate this new rule, and this bill
will allow for them to be updated and
modernized.

I would like to thank Chairman RA-
HALL and Ranking Member HASTINGS,
as well as Subcommittee Chairman
GRIJALVA and the gentlewoman from
Guam, for their hard work on this ef-
fort. It is an important measure for the
local communities of my district, and I
urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentlewoman from Wyo-
ming (Mrs. LuMMIS) will control the
time.

There was no objection.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like again to urge Members to
support the bill.

I have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3923, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

EXTENDING AUTHORIZATION FOR
NATIONAL GREAT BLACKS IN
WAX MUSEUM

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3967) to amend the National
Great Black Americans Commemora-
tion Act of 2004 to authorize appropria-
tions through fiscal year 2015.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3967

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-
TIONS THROUGH FISCAL YEAR 2015.

Section 3(c) of the National Great Black
Americans Commemoration Act of 2004 is
amended by striking ‘2009 and inserting
€42015”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gentle-
woman from Wyoming (Mrs. LUMMIS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3967, introduced in
October of 2009 by our colleague Rep-
resentative ELIJAH CUMMINGS, helps
tell the story of the African American
struggle for equality.

For the last quarter century, Doctors
Joanne and Elmer Martin have worked
tirelessly to create a safe, nurturing
environment for Baltimore’s youth.
Through their work to build and fund
the National Great Blacks in Wax Mu-
seum and the Justice Learning Center,
they have created a unique opportunity
to teach and connect with young peo-
ple to tell the story of great African
American leaders in the history of our
United States of America.

H.R. 3967 amends the National Great
Black Americans Commemoration Act
of 2004 to extend authorization for Fed-
eral grant funding. Representative
CUMMINGS is to be commended for his
work on behalf of this outstanding edu-
cation and outreach program.

Mr. Speaker, we support this legisla-
tion.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3967 renews the au-
thority to spend appropriations for the
Great Blacks in Wax Museum in Balti-
more, Maryland. A legislative hearing
was held on this bill, but, unfortu-
nately, the National Park Service did
not provide us with any information
about this program or the necessity to
fund it. What we did learn is that this
program will be funded and overseen
through the Department of Justice,
leaving us with even more questions,
not the least of which is why this bill
went through a public lands com-
mittee.

That being said, I am concerned that
extending Federal spending at this
time may not be appropriate until we
can better understand how this pro-
gram will be administered and what
has been done in the last 6 years since
it was originally authorized.

Finally, while I have no doubt that
the Great Blacks in Wax Museum is a
positive influence in the City of Balti-
more, it is unclear why it is necessary
to involve the Federal Government in
the wax museum industry. This may be
yet another highly illustrative example
of why we are buried by overwhelming
Federal debt.

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of H.R. 3967, which amends
the National Great Black Americans Com-
memoration Act of 2004 to authorize appro-
priations through 2015. This important meas-
ure will extend a program that, for the last six
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