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the rest of his life trying to do some-
thing for those doughboys in World 
War I. You see, on the great National 
Mall we have a memorial for the vet-
erans of Vietnam, for the veterans of 
Korea, and for the veterans of the 
Greatest Generation, the World War II 
Memorial. But there is no memorial for 
the doughboys of World War I who 
served in these United States. In fact, 
this monument, this memorial for D.C. 
World War I veterans, is in the weeds. 
It’s not taken care of by the Park Serv-
ice. 

And so what we are planning and 
what Frank Buckles desires is to have 
an expansion of this memorial and ex-
pand it to include all of those who 
served in the great World War I. He 
says, I feel as the last survivor a re-
sponsibility to bring recognition to all 
of the millions who fought in that war 
and are gone. I intend to give all my ef-
forts and time I have left to see that a 
national memorial of World War I joins 
the other memorials on the National 
Mall. I am dismayed that this country 
has erected memorials for World War 
II, Korea, and Vietnam, yet there is no 
memorial for the war to end all wars. 

So what we should do, Members of 
Congress and Mr. Speaker, we should 
erect a memorial for that war that oc-
curred in the last century. We should 
erect it for the doughboys of that gen-
eration; for Frank Buckles, who is 109 
years old, the last surviving doughboy. 
We owe it to them. There are no lobby-
ists for the World War I Memorial. 
Everybody’s died. The only lobbyists 
are Members of Congress and school-
children throughout this country, like 
Creekwood Middle School in Kingwood, 
Texas, that’s raising money to pay for 
the memorial on the National Mall. 

And so what we as Members of Con-
gress do and need to do is to honor 
these great Americans that served in 
that great war—that war that we don’t 
even talk much about in our history 
books anymore. We owe it to them. We 
owe it to Frank Buckles. We owe it to 
those doughboys. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
SESTAK) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. SESTAK addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

TACKLING THE DEFICIT OF TRUST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, this 
week, the President unveiled his 2011 
budget, along with the promise to cut 
nonsecurity discretionary spending for 
3 years. I actively support the Presi-
dent’s initiative to rein in spending 
and to tackle our ever-growing deficit. 
However, the President and Congress 
must go further. In order to understand 

our next steps, we must understand 
how we got here. 

Eight years of fiscal irresponsibility, 
a blatant disregard for pay-as-you-go 
budgeting, and sky-high tax cuts have 
left us with a debt that is over 50 per-
cent of GDP. To add insult to injury, 
we work in a town that thrives on pet 
projects and individually directed 
spending. We recklessly spend on de-
fense projects that are intended to 
keep us safe—the government’s number 
one duty—but actually help make us 
vulnerable and that are often untested 
and ineffective. In a March, 2009, GAO 
report assessing selected weapons pro-
grams, researchers estimate that cost 
overruns totaled nearly $300 billion. 
GAO continued to recommend that 
DOD move towards sound, knowledge- 
based acquisitions. 

The President should continue on 
this path toward reform spending by 
recommending cutting programs like 
expensive warships, planes, and flawed 
missile defense systems that don’t help 
in the fight against terror. Congress 
must also reassert its constitutional 
right to provide for the common de-
fense by denying money to produce any 
weapon before it is thoroughly tested. 
If we are smart with our dollars, we 
will not only be safer but we will be 
stronger. 

We’re fighting two wars while simul-
taneously attempting to reassert our 
power as a global economic influence. 
Now is not the time to pick and choose 
where we cut our spending. Now is the 
time to reinvent, streamline, and re-
form the way we do business in Wash-
ington. Now is not the time to protect 
sacred cows. Nothing should be beyond 
our scrutiny. Now is the time to sub-
ject tax expenditures to budget dis-
cipline. I agree with the President that 
we must extend middle class tax cuts, 
but end the support for those making 
over $250,000 a year. And we must 
refocus domestic spending so that our 
number one priority is job creation. 

Next month, the Secretary of the 
Treasury will submit to Congress and 
the President an audited financial re-
port for the U.S. Government. Similar 
to those required of publicly traded 
companies, this report projects our un-
funded liabilities, or the present value 
of future expenditures in excess of fu-
ture revenues. This report helps us un-
derstand the true expense of promising 
to pay Social Security, Medicare, and 
Medicaid benefits at some future mo-
ment, even if no cash is disbursed 
today. 

The 2008 report projects our unfunded 
liabilities at $56 trillion. Our large and 
growing deficits continue to increase 
government debt levels as a percentage 
of GDP to unprecedented and 
unsustainable heights. The most trou-
blesome and crippling outcome of all, 
however, is that in this process of un-
ethical and unabashed spending we 
have lost the public’s trust. Without 
this trust, we simply cannot govern. 

Tackling this deficit of trust must be 
our first priority. ‘‘Let’s try common 
sense,’’ the President said. ‘‘Let’s in-

vest in our people without leaving 
them a mountain of debt. Let’s meet 
our responsibility to the people who 
sent us here.’’ Our responsibility, then, 
is to take the more difficult road—the 
road that includes reform, the road 
that includes reinventing government, 
and the road that includes the Mem-
bers of this House leading by example. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

ENHANCED INTERROGATION 
TECHNIQUES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. You know, 
Mr. Speaker, today we had a hearing 
before the International Relations 
Committee and one of the subjects that 
was brought up was enhanced interro-
gation techniques. And waterboarding 
was brought up. One of my colleagues 
said, Boy, that’s torture. That’s why 
we shouldn’t be using that. 

Now Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, who 
personally cut the head off of Daniel 
Pearl, personally killed him, and he 
was personally involved in the 9/11 at-
tacks that killed 3,000 Americans, he 
was waterboarded. Before he was 
waterboarded, he said—and I want to 
read from a CIA memo. It said, ‘‘In par-
ticular, the CIA believes that it would 
have been unable to obtain critical in-
formation from numerous detainees, 
including Khalid Sheikh Mohammed 
and Abu Zubaydah, without using en-
hanced techniques.’’ Both of them had 
expressed their belief that the United 
States population was weak and lacked 
resilience and would be unable to do 
what was necessary for preventing ter-
rorists from succeeding in their goals. 

Indeed, before the CIA used enhanced 
techniques in its interrogation, he said, 
when asked about future attacks, sim-
ply, ‘‘Soon you will know.’’ Soon after 
he was subjected to the waterboarding, 
he became cooperative, and as a result 
we were able to stop an attack that 
was going to take place in Los Angeles 
where a plane was going to fly into a 
building. 

Now we have said time and again 
that we don’t believe in torture. And I 
don’t believe in torture. But the defini-
tion of torture is in the eye of the be-
holder. They say waterboarding is ter-
rible, and it’s torture. But do you 
know—and I don’t think many of my 
colleagues know this—that the Sur-
vival, Evasion, Rescue, and Escape 
training for our military personnel— 
and that’s the Special Forces, the Navy 
SEALs, and pilots that fly in the mili-
tary—they go through enhanced tech-
niques like this, and they go through 
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waterboarding. They have for 30 years. 
Now maybe they’re stopping it now, 
but they, for 30 years, since Vietnam, 
went through waterboarding as a train-
ing technique. Nobody called it torture 
then, and we certainly weren’t talking 
about a terrorist who cut somebody’s 
head off and helped design the attack 
on the World Trade Center that killed 
over 3,000 people. 

CIA Director General Michael B. 
Hayden said on Fox News Sunday last 
weekend that the use of these tech-
niques against these terrorists made 
us, the United States of America, safer. 
It really did work. And the thing that 
bothers me, instead of using enhanced 
interrogation techniques to go after 
these terrorists to find out what’s 
going on, we’re instead bringing them 
from Guantanamo to New York City. 
Well, they’ve stopped that now because 
it’s going to cost $250 million, at least, 
and the mayor of the city said he 
doesn’t want that to go on. But we 
were going to bring these terrorists 
that killed all these Americans and did 
all these horrible things like cutting 
off people’s heads and hanging them 
from bridges in Fallujah, and we were 
going to bring them to New York. And 
we’re providing them with legal help. 
We’re providing them with guidance. 

And this guy that flew into Detroit 
and tried to blow up an airplane with 
230-some people on it, we gave him his 
Miranda rights. Then, after that, we 
went over to his home country and 
brought his mother and father back so 
they could talk to him to convince him 
to talk to the American intelligence 
people. Is that the way you conduct in-
telligence gathering—giving them Mi-
randa rights, bringing them to the 
United States after they’ve done these 
horrible things to Americans? They’re 
terrorists. 

We are in a war against terrorism 
and within bounds we should use every 
enhanced technique we can come up 
with to elicit information from these 
terrorists before they kill Americans. 
We should be going after them with ev-
erything we have instead of providing 
legal defense for them. They are not 
Americans. They’re terrorists who 
want to destroy the United States of 
America. And we as Americans need to 
realize that and do whatever is nec-
essary, including using enhanced inter-
rogation techniques like water-
boarding, which we’ve done with the 
military—our military—in order to 
save this country and protect it from 
terrorism. 

f 

b 1715 

FINANCIAL RECOVERY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the eco-
nomic pain in the Midwestern region of 
our country is not subsiding in any 
meaningful way. Approximately 
600,000, over half a million Americans, 

are out of work in just our State alone 
and over 20 million Americans across 
our country. In our district, one coun-
ty, Ottawa County, is suffering from an 
unemployment rate that exceeds 17 
percent, and just yesterday another 
one of its largest employers, Silgan, 
announced it would close its plant. 

There have been approximately 27,000 
bankruptcies in just one county in my 
district. Bankruptcy is a desperate act, 
an act taken only when you see no 
other alternative. Today’s New York 
Times talks about desperate measures 
that homeowners across our country 
are now taking. The front page article 
describes the growing number of Amer-
icans who are ‘‘under water’’ on their 
mortgages and the steps they are tak-
ing to cope with that situation. Being 
under water means you owe more on 
the house than it’s worth. More and 
more homeowners who are under water 
are taking the desperate act of walking 
away from their homes, even in the 
winter. 

When the real estate market started 
sinking in the middle of 2006, almost no 
Americans were under water on their 
mortgages. Now 3 years later, an esti-
mated 4.5 million homeowners have 
reached what The Times calls ‘‘the 
critical threshold’’ where the home’s 
value had fallen below 75 percent of the 
mortgage balance. 

Frankly, as I predicted, the mortgage 
workout programs hastily adopted by 
this Congress are not working for the 
majority of Americans. Some would 
say this is purposeful to allow the five 
big Wall Street megabanks to further 
gain ownership over huge segments of 
the U.S. real estate market. The New 
York Times cites recent data that sug-
gests the real estate market is stalling 
again, and the number of people who 
have fallen below this critical thresh-
old is projected to climb to a peak of 
5.1 million people by June. 

Mr. Speaker, the figure would rep-
resent 10 percent of all Americans with 
mortgages: one in 10. This is unaccept-
able in America. And without improve-
ment in the housing market, America 
is unlikely to see improvement in the 
overall economy because housing al-
ways leads us to recovery. 

All of us are anxious to see more eco-
nomic growth. The most recent gross 
domestic product showed that the 
American economy overall had grown 
at the fastest pace in 6 years, certainly 
better than the lost jobs of the Bush 
era. But now economists are saying 
that we’re headed for a jobless recov-
ery. That is unacceptable. Economist 
Peter Morici states that we will need 5 
to 6 percent growth over the next 3 
years to replace the jobs that have 
been lost during the recession, and 
Raymond Hodgdon, in his economic re-
port out of Chicago, suggests the same 
number. 

Our Nation got to these desperate 
times through the financial crisis. Our 
economy essentially functions on cred-
it, and much of our credit was created 
through the securitization of loans 
which should lead to a discussion of the 

shadow banking system, a secretive, 
opaque netherworld where fraud can 
thrive even as it devastates the entire 
country. 

Equally in the shadows is the Federal 
Reserve. Last week we had a hearing in 
the Oversight and Government Reform 
Committee with Secretary Geithner of 
Treasury on his role as president of the 
New York Federal Reserve Bank during 
the AIG bailout. The Secretary stated 
he had recused himself from such ac-
tivities as the bailout of AIG once he 
was nominated as Secretary of the 
Treasury. But when I asked him for his 
recusal agreement for the record, he 
stated that there was no documenta-
tion. No recusal agreement exists— 
nothing legal, no waiver, nothing. He 
made decisions, and only he is account-
able for them. There was a gasp in the 
room. 

Beyond the shadowland of our Na-
tion’s financial system, our small com-
munity banks are struggling as bad 
loans from commercial and residential 
real estate continue to plague our fi-
nancial system. The small community 
banks that have survived are trying to 
lend to small businesses which are the 
main engine of our economy, but they 
cannot do so if the big banks are hold-
ing credit hostage. And turning to 
TARP is not the answer for our com-
munity banks because it isn’t Treas-
ury’s job to pick winners and losers in 
the commercial marketplace. That 
should be a market function. 

The end result is that small busi-
nesses are dying too. The small com-
munity banks cannot loan to local 
small business. Without access to cred-
it, small business is letting people go, 
too; and they’re becoming unemployed. 
And meanwhile, the Wall Street banks 
are just getting bigger, using Federal 
money to gain an edge on their com-
petition. 

Mr. Speaker, this situation is simply 
unacceptable, and it’s time for Con-
gress to rework legislation to allow 
people to stay in their homes and to 
begin creating jobs in this country so 
we can actually bring the deficit down 
as people pay their taxes to the Treas-
ury of the United States. 

[From the New York Times, Feb. 3, 2010] 

NO HELP IN SIGHT, MORE HOMEOWNERS WALK 
AWAY 

(By David Streitfeld) 

In 2006, Benjamin Koellmann bought a con-
dominium in Miami Beach. By his calcula-
tion, it will be about the year 2025 before he 
can sell his modest home for what he paid. 
Or maybe 2040. 

‘‘People like me are beginning to feel like 
suckers,’’ Mr. Koellmann said. ‘‘Why not let 
it go in default and rent a better place for 
less?’’ 

After three years of plunging real estate 
values, after the bailouts of the bankers and 
the revival of their million-dollar bonuses, 
after the Obama administration’s loan modi-
fication plan raised the expectations of 
many but satisfied only a few, a large group 
of distressed homeowners is wondering the 
same thing. 
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