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There’s a broad coalition of support
outside Congress between the conserva-
tion and outdoor recreation commu-
nity, along with the firearms industry,
many people who do care about those
opportunities that we enjoy as a shoot-
ing sport but also hunting, fishing,
recreation.

This merely corrects, as my col-
league pointed out, an anomaly that’s
existed in the Tax Code for too long.
It’s not fair to single out one industry
for a biweekly reporting requirement
when everyone else has a quarterly re-
porting requirement, and, quite frank-
ly, cash flow problems have been an
issue. That’s the reason why it was
brought to our attention. At a time
when the economy is languishing, we
need to be working with businesses,
large and small, to be able to expand
job-creating opportunities. This bill is
a small step in achieving that.

So I would encourage my colleagues
to support the bill.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in support of H.R. 5552, the Firearms
Excise Improvement Tax Act of 2010. | would
like to thank Chairman LEVIN and Congress-
man KIND for their leadership in bringing this
important bill to the floor.

H.R. 5552 will amend the Internal Revenue
Code to require: (1) excise taxes on rec-
reational equipment to be due and payable on
the date for filing the return for such taxes
(i.e., quarterly); and (2) the Secretary of the
Treasury to assess and collect, in the same
manner as delinquent taxes are assessed and
collected, mandatory orders of restitution for
victims of crime. The bill has the support of
Members on both sides of the aisle. The fund-
ing will also create jobs for Americans across
the country.

Mr. Speaker, it must be stated that in a time
when firearms are being used to commit hei-
nous crimes against individuals in this country,
it is important that we remember to ensure
that we use strict measures to ensure that we
can track the owners of firearms and requiring
such excise taxes is one way to do so.

In this Congress, | introduced H.R. 257, The
Child Gun Safety and Gun Access Prevention
Act of 2009—which would amend the Brady
Handgun Violence Prevention Act to: (1) raise
the age of handgun eligibility to 21 (currently,
18); and (2) prohibit persons under age 21
from possessing semiautomatic assault weap-
ons or large capacity ammunition feeding de-
vices, with exceptions.

It would also increase penalties for: (1) a
second or subsequent violation by a juvenile
of Brady Act provisions or for a first violation
committed after an adjudication of delinquency
or after a state or federal conviction for an act
that, if committed by an adult, would be a seri-
ous violent felony; and (2) transferring a hand-
gun, ammunition, semiautomatic assault
weapon, or large capacity ammunition feeding
device to a person who is under age 21,
knowing or having reasonable cause to know
that such person intended to use it in the com-
mission of a crime of violence.

The bill also would prohibit any licensed im-
porter, manufacturer, or dealer from transfer-
ring a firearm to any person (other than a li-
censed importer, manufacturer, or dealer) un-
less the transferee is provided with a secure
gun storage or safety device. Authorizes the
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Attorney General to suspend or revoke any
firearms license, or to subject the licensee to
a civil penalty of up to $10,000, if the licensee
has knowingly violated this prohibition.

H.R. 257 would prohibit keeping a loaded
firearm or an unloaded firearm and ammuni-
tion within any premises knowing or recklessly
disregarding the risk that a child: (1) is capa-
ble of gaining access to it; and (2) will use the
firearm to cause death or serious bodily injury.
It would also require the parent or legal guard-
ian of a child to ensure that a child attending
a gun show is accompanied by an adult.

My bill would also authorize the Attorney
General to provide grants to enable local law
enforcement agencies to develop and sponsor
gun safety classes for parents and children.
The bill also expresses the sense of Congress
that each school district should provide or par-
ticipate in a firearms safety program for stu-
dents.

Yesterday, in its second major ruling on gun
rights in three years, the Supreme Court ex-
tended the federally protected right to keep
and bear arms to all 50 states. We know that
the decision will be hailed by gun rights advo-
cates and comes over the opposition of gun
control groups, the city of Chicago and four
justices.

Justice Samuel Alito wrote for the five jus-
tice majority saying “the right to keep and
bear arms must be regarded as a substantive
guarantee, not a prohibition that could be ig-
nored so long as the States legislated in an
evenhanded manner.”

The ruling builds upon the Court’s 2008 de-
cision in D.C. v. Heller that invalidated the
handgun ban in the nation’s capital. Moreover,
that decision held that the Second Amend-
ment right to keep and bear arms was a right
the Founders specifically delegated to individ-
uals. The justices affirmed that decision and
extended its reach to the 50 states. Today’s
ruling also invalidates Chicago’s handgun ban.

The irony is that there have been 209 homi-
cides so far this year in 2010 in Chicago. We
need to strike a reasonable balance between
upholding our Second Amendment rights to
bear arms, and at the same time ensure that
we enact appropriate laws to address criminal
behavior and to ensure the health and safety
of Americans across this nation.

| hope that we can work towards a reason-
able solution whereby gun owners are not de-
prived of their right to hunt, fish, and use their
firearms in law-abiding manners, and also pro-
vide the most effective measures to control
gun violence and limit injury and death to
Americans as a result of unlawful firearm use.

Mr. KIND. I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
KIND) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 55562, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.
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HOMEBUYER ASSISTANCE AND
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2010

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5623) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the home-
buyer tax credit for the purchase of a
principal residence before October 1,
2010, in the case of a written binding
contract entered into with respect to
such principal residence before May 1,
2010, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5623

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Homebuyer
Assistance and Improvement Act of 2010”°.
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF HOMEBUYER CREDIT FOR

CERTAIN PURCHASES PURSUANT TO
BINDING CONTRACTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section
36(h) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is
amended by striking ‘‘paragraph (1) shall be
applied by substituting ‘July 1, 2010’ >’ and in-
serting ‘‘and who purchases such residence
before October 1, 2010, paragraph (1) shall be
applied by substituting ‘October 1, 2010 .

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subpara-
graph (B) of section 36(h)(3) of such Code is
amended by inserting ‘‘, and for ‘October 1,
2010’ after ‘‘for ‘July 1, 2010°".

(¢c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to resi-
dences purchased after June 30, 2010.

SEC. 3. APPLICATION OF BAD CHECKS PENALTY
TO ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6657 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended—

(1) by striking “If any check or money
order in payment of any amount’’ and insert-
ing “If any instrument in payment, by any
commercially acceptable means, of any
amount’’, and

(2) by striking ‘‘such check” each place it
appears and inserting ‘‘such instrument’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATES.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to instru-
ments tendered after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SEC. 4. DISCLOSURE OF PRISONER RETURN IN-
FORMATION TO STATE PRISONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-
tion 6103(k)(10) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘and the head of any State
agency charged with the responsibility for
administration of prisons”’ after ‘‘the head of
the Federal Bureau of Prisons’’, and

(2) by striking ‘‘Federal prison” and insert-
ing ‘““Federal or State prison’.

(b) RESTRICTION ON REDISCLOSURE.—Sub-
paragraph (B) of section 6103(k)(10) of such
Code is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘and the head of any State
agency charged with the responsibility for
administration of prisons”’ after ‘‘the head of
the Federal Bureau of Prisons’’, and

(2) by inserting ‘‘or agency” after ‘‘such
Bureau’.

(¢c) RECORDKEEPING.—Paragraph (4) of sec-
tion 6103(p) of such Code is amended by in-
serting ‘“‘(k)(10),”” before ‘‘(1)(6),”” in the mat-
ter preceding subparagraph (A).

(d) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The heading of
paragraph (10) of section 6103(k) of such Code
is amended by striking ‘OF PRISONERS TO
FEDERAL BUREAU OF PRISONS” and inserting
¢“TO CERTAIN PRISON OFFICIALS’.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to disclo-
sures made after the date of the enactment
of this Act.
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SEC. 5. AMENDMENT OF TRAVEL PROMOTION
ACT OF 2009.

(a) TRAVEL PROMOTION FUND FEES.—Sec-
tion 217(h)(3)(B) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1187(h)(3)(B)) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘subsection (d) of section 11
of the Travel Promotion Act of 2009.” in
clause (ii) and inserting ‘‘subsection (d) of
the Travel Promotion Act of 2009 (22 U.S.C.
2131(d)).”’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘September 30, 2014.” in
clause (iii) and inserting ‘‘September 30,
2015.”.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION BEGINNING IN FISCAL
YEAR 2011.—Subsection (d) of the Travel Pro-
motion Act of 2009 (22 U.S.C. 2131(d)) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘For fiscal year 2010, the”’
in paragraph (2)(A) and inserting ‘‘The’’;

(2) by striking ‘‘quarterly, beginning on
January 1, 2010,” in paragraph (2)(A) and in-
serting ‘“‘monthly, immediately following the
collection of fees under section
217(h)(3)(B)(1)(I) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1187(h)(3)(B)(1)(1)),”’;

(3) by striking ‘‘fiscal years 2011 through
2014,” in paragraph (2)(B) and inserting ‘‘fis-
cal years 2012 through 2015,"’;

(4) by striking ‘‘fiscal year 2010, in para-
graph (3)(A) and inserting ‘‘fiscal year 2011,”’;

(5) by striking ‘‘fiscal year 2011, each
place it appears in paragraph (3)(A) and in-
serting ‘‘fiscal year 2012,”’; and

(6) by striking ‘‘fiscal year 2010, 2011, 2012,
2013, or 2014 in paragraph (4)(B) and insert-
ing ‘“‘fiscal year 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, or 2015,
SEC. 6. PAYGO COMPLIANCE.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go-Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion”’ for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. LEVIN) and the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. DAVIS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Michigan.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, millions of
American families have taken advan-
tage of the home buyer tax credit, giv-
ing a much-needed boost to home sales
at a time when our housing market
needed it most. In a word, this tax
credit has worked. It gave a boost to
our economic recovery, and it helped
first-time buyers achieve their dream,
the American Dream of owning a home.

Today’s legislation helps ensure the
credit works for people who have fol-
lowed the terms of the incentive. Under
current law, taxpayers that entered
into a written, binding contract to pur-
chase a home prior to May 1, 2010, are
eligible for the home buyer tax credit
so long as the sale was completed prior
to July 1, 2010. The bill would extend
this closing date from prior to July 1,
2010, to prior to October 1, 2010. As a re-
sult, taxpayers that entered into a
written, binding contract prior to May
1, 2010, will have until September 30,
2010, and I emphasize that, until Sep-
tember 30, 2010, to complete their home
purchase transactions.

This legislation also takes important
steps to eliminate instances of fraud
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that were recently discovered by the
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Ad-
ministration relating to prison in-
mates. Last year, the Oversight Sub-
committee chair, Mr. LEWIS, took the
lead in examining issues of abuse, and
this clearly is one, and so this bill ad-
dresses this abuse very effectively.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is a nec-
essary step to extend this benefit to
those who qualify and the need to fa-
cilitate their purchases, and also, it ad-
dresses the issue of fraud. This legisla-
tion is fully paid for, and I strongly en-
courage my colleagues to support the
bill and follow through on our commit-
ment to thousands and thousands of
home buyers who have followed the
rules and now should be able to follow
through with their purchase.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

(Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 5623.

Last November, Congress extended
the home buyer credit, Mr. Speaker,
for buyers who entered into a binding
contract by the end of April this year
but only if they closed on their house
by the end of June. I agree with my
colleague from Michigan on the need
for this extension, but only those who
closed on their houses by the end of
June would be eligible.

The slow grinding gears of bureauc-
racy have left many potential home
buyers who could build equity and
build for the future out in the cold on
this, and by doing this extension, we
buy an appropriate amount of time for
those who have signed contracts by the
April deadline but haven’t closed yet to
be able to close. In short, we just need
a little more time.

This bill does not extend the deadline
for signing a contract to buy a home.
The contract still must have been
signed before the deadline at the end of
April, but it does provide relief for
those home buyers who haven’t yet
been able to close but who might be de-
pending on the tax credit for their
down payment or closing costs. It
seems unfair to leave those home buy-
ers in limbo even though they tried to
comply with the rules. Denying them
the tax credit could cause the deal to
collapse, which would put downward
pressure on home prices and exacerbate
the problems with the housing market.
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Mr. Speaker, I am also pleased to see
that this bill responds to a recent re-
port from the Treasury Inspector Gen-
eral for Tax Administration, who found
that almost 1,300 incarcerated pris-
oners claimed over $9 million in tax
credits for homes they supposedly pur-
chased while in prison.

The bill would improve information
sharing between the IRS and State
prison systems so that the IRS could
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obtain information on just who is
claiming to have bought a home. Re-
fundable tax credits always attract
fraud, and we need to do better to pre-
vent people from claiming benefits to
which they are not entitled.

I think this legislation includes sen-
sible changes to improve the adminis-
tration of the home buyer tax credit,
and I urge an ‘‘aye’ vote.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, it is now
my special privilege to yield 2 minutes
to the gentlewoman from Pennsyl-
vania, KATHY DAHLKEMPER.

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today in support of my bill, H.R.
5623, the Homebuyers Assistance and
Improvement Act of 2010.

I particularly would like to thank
the leader, Chairman LEVIN, for help-
ing advance this legislation, which will
extend tomorrow’s closing deadline for
those eligible for the home buyer tax
credit.

The National Association of Realtors
estimates that 180,000 families, includ-
ing over 5,800 in my home State of
Pennsylvania alone, signed contracts
for new homes by the April 30 deadline,
but have not yet finished their clos-
ings. One realtor in my district esti-
mated that there are 20 of these such
closings which have not been able to be
completed yet. Due to the turmoil in
the housing market and the over-
whelming success of the tax credit,
lenders and Federal programs have not
been able to keep up with the demand,
and that is what has created the back-
log.

The Homebuyers Assistance and Im-
provement Act will provide time to
clear this bottleneck and to make sure
that these new homeowners are not
punished for delays that are out of
their control.

As our economy continues on a slow
yet steady path toward recovery, we
have a responsibility to promote poli-
cies that aid in that growth. The
Homebuyers Assistance and Improve-
ment Act will do just that, so I urge
my colleagues to support H.R. 5623.

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to a distinguished member of the
Ways and Means Committee, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HERGER).

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
applaud the inclusion in this bill of a
provision that enhances information
sharing between the IRS and State
prisons.

Recently, the Treasury Inspector
General for Tax Administration issued
a report, finding that at least 1,295
prisoners received $9.1 million in home
buyer tax credits for homes they re-
ported purchasing while incarcerated.
We must put a stop to this fraud.

I am a long-time supporter of in-
creased data sharing among agencies to
ensure that prisoners do not illegally
obtain taxpayer-funded benefits. In the
1996 welfare reform bill, I championed a
program that authorized incentive pay-
ments to penal institutions for pro-
viding information on newly incarcer-
ated individuals. This data sharing
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gave the Social Security Administra-
tion the information they needed to
prevent checks from going to jailed
beneficiaries, which saved taxpayers
over $56 billion.

Currently, the IRS shares informa-
tion with Federal prisons but not with
State prisons. The bill before us would
change that, and I support its passage.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks and to insert any extra-
neous material in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, now it is
my privilege to yield 2 minutes to a
very vigorous Representative, the gen-
tlewoman from Nevada (Ms. TITUS).

Ms. TITUS. Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of the Homebuyers Assistance and Im-
provement Act of 2010.

The first-time home buyer tax credit
has helped bring stability to the strug-
gling housing market in southern Ne-
vada. In total, over 25,000 Nevadans
have collected about $200 million from
the credit, which has dramatically re-
duced the State’s excess housing inven-
tory.

In southern Nevada, short sales have
become more and more common as
lenders and owners are able to avoid
the arduous and costly process of fore-
closure, and buyers can then purchase
homes slightly below market value.

Unlike the traditional sale of a prop-
erty between an owner and a buyer,
however, a short sale must be approved
by the holder of the mortgage. In many
cases, although a purchase price is
agreed to by the seller and the buyer,
the lender may not approve the sale for
months. Certainly, this has been the
case in Nevada. As a result, many first-
time home buyers have entered into
agreements for short sales prior to the
April 30 deadline, but have not yet been
able to close on the purchase prices
prior to the upcoming June 30 deadline.

According to 1local experts, the
Homebuyers Assistance and Improve-
ment Act of 2010, which is before us
now, will extend to October 1, the date
by which a purchaser must close a sale
of a home in order to obtain the home
buyer tax credit. This will allow ap-
proximately 3,800 first-time home buy-
ers in southern Nevada to receive the
credit. It is a fair solution that will
help consumers who have met all of the
eligibility requirements for the credit
but who have had the timely proc-
essing of their loans held up through
no fault of their own.

So I thank the chairman for his as-
sistance in moving this forward, and I
urge my colleagues to support the leg-
islation.

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield as much time as she may
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consume to the distinguished member
of the Ways and Means Committee, the
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. GINNY
BROWN-WAITE).

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. I thank the gentleman from Ken-
tucky.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of the bill before us, the Homebuyers
Assistance and Improvement Act of
2010.

For reasons known only to them, our
Democrat colleagues in the Senate
have been unable or unwilling to reach
a compromise addressing the bipar-
tisan concerns about the bundle of ex-
tensions still pending across the Cap-
itol. Due to this failure of basic leader-
ship, the National Flood Insurance
Program was allowed to expire, as well
as a number of other programs.

I mention the Flood Insurance Pro-
gram specifically because realtors in
my district are calling my office morn-
ing, noon and night on behalf of clients
who cannot close on their new homes
without an extension in the Flood In-
surance Program. Remember, it is
Florida. You need flood insurance. Sub-
sequently, quite a few of these individ-
uals are going to be missing the home-
buyer tax credit that they were told
they would qualify for.

Say what you will about the tax
credit, but in my view, if the govern-
ment says it is going to do something,
like anybody else, it had better follow
through. Frankly, at this point, I'm
not sure that the Democrat majority is
even capable of doing that. If you can’t
muster up enough votes to ram your
agenda through, despite opposition
from your own Members, or you are
faced with the prospect of actually
having to pay for something—isn’t that
unique?—this government comes to a
screeching halt.

On most issues, my constituents and
I think this liberal legislative melt-
down is a blessing; but on matters
where families and small businesses
have made financial decisions based on
the expectation that the government
would keep its word, we do demand and
deserve action.

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle have control of the White
House, and they have the majorities in
both houses of Congress. They need to
stop blaming everybody else and get
their act together for the sake of the
American people.

Mr. LEVIN. Before I recognize the
next distinguished gentleman, I just sit
here. Even on a bipartisan supported
bill, we get such partisan rhetoric. I
hope everybody listens to it.

It is now my privilege to yield 2 min-
utes, or as much time as he may con-
sume, to a very active Member of Con-
gress, the gentleman from the proud
State of Mississippi (Mr. CHILDERS).

Mr. CHILDERS. Thank you,
Chairman.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of the Homebuyers Assistance and Im-
provement Act of 2010.

This bill is important for home buy-
ers who have met the requirements of

Mr.
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the first-time homebuyer tax credit
program but who are now not able to
close on their new homes due to cir-
cumstances which are out of their con-
trol.
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With the passage of this act, over
1,600 home buyers in my great State of
Mississippi will be able to take advan-
tage of the Homebuyers Tax Credit pro-
gram, making homes more affordable
for families and individuals and cre-
ating much-needed jobs.

As a veteran realtor for over 30 years,
I have seen firsthand the ups and downs
associated with the housing market.
Recent signs of recovery in the market
are certainly encouraging, but we must
follow through and sustain the
progress linked to the initial benefits
of the homebuyer tax credits.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill and to support the prospective
homeowners in America.

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, I would encourage all of my col-
leagues to support H.R. 5623 to con-
tinue and extend this program for
those who signed up before the April 30
close.

Mr. Speaker, with that, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I include
for the RECORD a letter from the chair-
man of the Homeland Security Com-
mittee, Mr. THOMPSON, to me dated
June 29, 2010, and a letter from me as
chairman of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee to Mr. THOMPSON.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 29, 2010.
Hon. SANDER M. LEVIN,
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means,
House of Representatives, Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing you re-
garding the ‘“‘Homebuyer Assistance and Im-
provement Act of 2010.”

This legislation contains provisions within
the jurisdiction of the Committee on Home-
land Security. I recognize and appreciate
your desire to bring this legislation before
the House in an expeditious manner and, ac-
cordingly, have waived further consideration
of the measure. I have done so with the un-
derstanding that waiving consideration of
the bill should not be construed as the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security waiving, alter-
ing, or otherwise affecting its jurisdiction
over subject matters contained in the bill
which fall within its Rule X jurisdiction.

Further, I request your support for the ap-
pointment of Homeland Security conferees
during any House-Senate conference con-
vened on this or similar legislation. I also
ask that a copy of this letter and your re-
sponse be placed in the Congressional Record
during floor consideration of this bill.

I look forward to working with you on this
legislation and other matters of great impor-
tance to this nation.

Sincerely,
BENNIE G. THOMPSON,
Chairman.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,
Washington, DC, June 29, 2010.

Hon. BENNIE THOMPSON,

Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security,
Ford House Office Building, Washington,
DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN THOMPSON, Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 5623, the Home-
buyer Assistance and Improvement Act of
2010.

I appreciate your willingness to work coop-
eratively on this legislation, and I acknowl-
edge that there are provisions within the bill
that are within the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security. I agree that
your inaction with respect to this bill does
not in any way prejudice the Committee
with respect to the appointment of conferees
or its jurisdictional prerogatives on this bill
or similar legislation in the future.

I will ensure that our exchange of letters is
included in the Congressional Record during
consideration of H.R. 5623.

Sincerely,
SANDER LEVIN,
Chairman.

Mr. LEVIN. I can close very briefly.
This bill is meritorious. It deserves bi-
partisan support, and I hope very much
it will receive it. We owe this to the
people who have essentially followed
the rules who are caught by a closing
date.

This is a credit. There is often ques-
tion about, is the effort of the recovery
program and like programs working?
This is an example of it working, and
in fact working so actively that now it
is necessary and I think correct that
we make sure that people who have ad-
vantaged themselves of it correctly are
able to follow through.

So I urge a strong vote.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I wish to thank Congress members
DAHLKEMPER, KRATOVIL and CHILDERS for intro-
ducing this important and much-needed piece
of legislation.

The mortgage crisis continues to affect mil-
lions of Americans, and has greatly interfered
with the American dream of home ownership.
It is imperative that we help everyday Ameri-
cans in their effort to remain afloat in light of
the ongoing effects of the economic meltdown.
For these reasons, | support the proposed
amendments to this Act which will extend the
closing deadline for the First-Time Homebuyer
tax credit to September 30, 2010.

The housing market is an area that was,
perhaps, the most largely affected by the eco-
nomic crisis. As of January, 2010, there were
315,716 foreclosures on properties in the
United States reported just within the month.
Additionally, 1 in every 409 U.S. housing units
received a foreclosure filing in the same
month. Texas received the sixth highest num-
ber of foreclosure filings in January, 2010. As
of March, 2010, the foreclosure rate in Hous-
ton, Texas had increased by almost ten per-
cent from the previous month. Although our
economy appears to be on the path to recov-
ery, these statistics are still cause for concern.

The programs set in place to counteract the
effects of the economic downturn have at-
tracted many ordinary Americans who are
desperate to keep their homes. The first-time
homebuyer tax credit, specifically, represented
positive steps to guide ordinary Americans to-
wards financial recovery. However, it is impor-
tant to allow all who are eligible, and espe-
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cially all who require the help, to benefit from
the tax credit by extending the closing dead-
line. There has been a delay in processing
due to all the new mortgages that have re-
sulted from the tax credit. However, ordinary
Americans who have attempted to obtain new
mortgages, and are sincerely in need of the
aid provided through the tax credit should not
be punished for the backlog that resulted from
factors entirely outside of their control.

We are all familiar with the ongoing effects
of the economic meltdown. Jobs have been
lost, homes have been foreclosed upon, and
many have been left with no source of income
or livelihood. In addition, many Americans
have been stripped of the ability to achieve a
goal that they have, in certain instances,
worked decades to attain—owning a home.
Extending the tax credit will provide everyday
citizens with an opportunity to realize this
dream, even in the midst of a recovering
economy.

Mr. LEVIN. I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
LEVIN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5623, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

RECOGNIZING HEROIC EFFORTS OF
WEST VIRGINIA NATIONAL
GUARD AND LOCAL RESPONDERS

Mr. CRITZ. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 11563) recognizing the he-
roic efforts of the West Virginia Na-
tional Guard and local responders for
their work rescuing 17 individuals from
a downed military helicopter on a rug-
ged, snow-covered mountain on the Po-
cahontas-Randolph county line.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 11563

Whereas the West Virginia National Guard
and local responders safely and successfully
rescued 17 individuals from a downed mili-
tary helicopter on a rugged, snow-covered
mountain on the Pocahontas-Randolph coun-
ty line;

Whereas, on February 18, 2010, the West
Virginia Army National Guard HH-60
Blackhawk helicopter, gallantly piloted by
Bluefield, West Virginia, native Major Kevin
Hazuka, located the downed aircraft in ex-
tremely adverse weather conditions;

Whereas two West Virginia Army National
Guard Flight Medics, SSG Nicole HopKkins
and SPC Casey Dunfee, were lowered to the
landing site to assess the situation and to
provide assistance to the injured through the
night while emergency response and rescue
teams worked their way to the survivors;
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Whereas a C-130 Hercules aircraft from the
130th Airlift Wing of the West Virginia Air
National Guard orbited the crash site to fa-
cilitate communications;

Whereas Snowshoe Mountain Ski Resort
provided two snowcats and personnel that
were invaluable to the safe evacuation of the
injured;

Whereas local West Virginia civilians gen-
erously donated the use of their snowmobiles
that enabled first responders to reach the
site;

Whereas a Shavers Fork Volunteer Fire
and Rescue Unit went as far as they could
with special equipment and snowmobiles
along a railroad grade to where it was still
about a 45-minute trek in 5 feet of snow,
straight up the side of a mountain with an
approximate 50-degree pitch;

Whereas Valley Head Fire Department,
Northern Greenbrier EMS, Greenbrier Coun-
ty Ambulance, White Sulphur Springs EMS,
Cass Rescue, and Greenbank National Radio
Astronomy Observatory operations staff all
provided direct critical support for the ef-
fort;

Whereas the Pocahontas County Emer-
gency Management, West Virginia State Po-
lice, Pocohantas County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Pocohantas County 911, and the U.S.
Forest Service provided coordination and
support efforts; and

Whereas the Bartow-Frank-Durbin Volun-
teer Fire and Rescue attempted an approach
to the crash sight from the North side with
support from State of West Virginia Depart-
ments of Natural Resources and Highways,
neighboring Randolph and Tucker County
Sheriff Departments and EMS units, Elkins,
Harmon, and Huttonsville/Mill Creek Volun-
teer Fire Departments, and the American
Red Cross: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) honors the heroic efforts of the West
Virginia National Guard and local first re-
sponders;

(2) recognizes the countless volunteers,
families, and neighbors who assisted in res-
cuing the 17 individuals; and

(3) recognizes the courage, ability, incred-
ible determination, and willingness of West
Virginians to lend a neighborly hand.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. CRITZ) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. BARTLETT)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CRITZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days within which to revise
and extend their remarks on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. CRITZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 1153, recognizing
the heroic efforts of the West Virginia
National Guard and local responders
for their work rescuing 17 people from
a downed military helicopter on a
rocky, snow-covered mountain on the
Pocahontas-Randolph county line. I
would like to thank my colleague from
West Virginia, Mr. RAHALL, for putting
this resolution together.
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