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the infamous 38th Parallel in the attempt to 
force South Korea to submit to their regime. 
The U.S. and other allied nations successfully 
stopped and reversed the invasion by pro- 
communist forces but at a high cost—over 
54,000 American deaths. It led to a divided 
peninsula that is still with us today. 

However, the 1953 Armistice agreement al-
lowed a pocket of freedom to bloom. South 
Korea is now a fully-fledged democracy, with 
competitive, freely held elections. In addition, 
South Korea is now the world’s 14th largest 
economy. Three years ago, I had the honor of 
hosting the South Korean Ambassador in 
northern Illinois. I was impressed with his 
quest to personally thank and honor as many 
Korean War veterans as possible for their 
service and sacrifice. 

Unfortunately, South Korea is once again 
threatened with war from the North if the 
United Nations reprimands North Korea for 
sinking a South Korean warship. This is out-
rageous. The U.N. should not be intimated by 
such bellicose rhetoric. That is why this reso-
lution is so important to reaffirm our commit-
ment to the alliance with the Republic of 
Korea for the betterment of peace and pros-
perity in the Korean peninsula. I urge my col-
leagues to support S.J. Res. 32. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I have no further requests for time, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WATSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the joint resolution, S.J. 
Res. 32. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the joint res-
olution was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF UNITED STATES-JAPAN 
TREATY OF MUTUAL COOPERA-
TION AND SECURITY 

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1464) recog-
nizing the 50th anniversary of the con-
clusion of the United States-Japan 
Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Se-
curity and expressing appreciation to 
the Government of Japan and the Japa-
nese people for enhancing peace, pros-
perity, and security in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1464 

Whereas January 19, 2010, marked the 50th 
anniversary of the signing of the United 
States-Japan Treaty of Mutual Cooperation 
and Security which has played an indispen-
sable role in ensuring the security and pros-
perity of both the United States and Japan, 
as well as in promoting regional peace and 
stability; 

Whereas the United States-Japan Treaty of 
Mutual Cooperation and Security, a corner-
stone of United States security interests in 
the Asia-Pacific region in general and of the 
United States-Japan alliance, specifically, 
entered into force on June 23, 1960; 

Whereas the robust forward presence of the 
United States Armed Forces in Japan, in-
cluding in Okinawa, provides the deterrence 
and capabilities necessary for the defense of 
Japan and for the maintenance of Asia-Pa-
cific peace, prosperity, and regional sta-
bility; 

Whereas the United States-Japan alliance 
has allowed the United States and Japan to 
become the world’s two largest economies, 
with Japan occupying the position of the 
United States fourth-largest trading partner; 

Whereas the United States-Japan alliance 
has encouraged Japan to play a larger role 
on the world stage and make important con-
tributions to stability around the world; 

Whereas the United States-Japan alliance 
is based upon shared values, democratic 
ideals, free markets, and a mutual respect 
for human rights, individual liberties, and 
the rule of law; 

Whereas the hosting by Japan of approxi-
mately 36,000 members of the United States 
Armed Forces has been a source of stability 
for both Japan and the Asia-Pacific region; 

Whereas, on May 1, 2006, the United States- 
Japan Roadmap for Realignment Implemen-
tation (hereinafter referred to as ‘‘the Road-
map’’) was approved in which Japan agreed 
to provide $6,090,000,000 including 
$2,800,000,000 in direct cash contributions, for 
projects to develop facilities and infrastruc-
ture on Guam for the relocation of approxi-
mately 8,000 III Marine Expeditionary Force 
(MEF) personnel and their approximately 
9,000 dependents from Okinawa to Guam; 

Whereas the Roadmap will lead to a new 
phase in alliance cooperation and reduce the 
burden on local communities, especially 
those on Okinawa, thereby providing the 
basis for enhanced public support for the 
United States-Japan alliance; 

Whereas the Guam International Agree-
ment, signed by Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton and then-Japanese Foreign 
Minister Hirofumi Nakasone on February 17, 
2009, reinforces the May 2006 Roadmap to re-
align the United States Armed Forces in 
Japan and strengthen the alliance; 

Whereas, on May 28, 2010, the United 
States-Japan Security Consultative Com-
mittee (SCC) reconfirmed its commitment to 
the 2006 Roadmap and the February 17, 2009, 
Guam International Agreement for the re-
alignment of the United States Armed 
Forces in Japan; 

Whereas the United States-Japan security 
arrangements underpin cooperation on a 
wide range of global and regional issues as 
well as foster prosperity in the Asia-Pacific 
region; 

Whereas Japan has contributed signifi-
cantly to the stabilization of South Asia 
with a pledge in November 2009 to provide 
$5,000,000,000 in economic assistance to Af-
ghanistan over the next 5 years, becoming 
the second largest international contributor 
to Afghanistan, and with a pledge in April 
2009 to provide $1,000,000,000 to Pakistan over 
the next 2 years; 

Whereas in 2010, Japan’s Maritime Self De-
fense Force is sending a ship to Vietnam and 
Cambodia from May until July to partici-
pate in the United States Navy’s Pacific 
Partnership, an annual medical aid mission 
aimed at enhancing Asia-Pacific countries’ 
capabilities in disaster relief, extending med-
ical support, and carrying out cultural ex-
changes; 

Whereas the Government of Japan pro-
vided rapid and selfless humanitarian aid to 
the Republic of Haiti, including sending a 

Japan Self Defense Force unit to carry out 
disaster relief activities, specifically medical 
activities, with regard to the earthquake of 
January 2010; 

Whereas North Korea’s escalating missile 
and nuclear programs present a direct and 
imminent threat to Japan, including long- 
range missiles fired over northern Japan on 
August 31, 1998, and April 5, 2009; 

Whereas Japan has been a staunch ally in 
United States diplomatic efforts to 
denuclearize North Korea, having moved for-
ward United Nations Security Council Reso-
lution 1718 during Japan’s Presidency of the 
United Nations Security Council in October 
2006; and 

Whereas North Korea’s abduction of inno-
cent Japanese civilians during the 1970s and 
1980s represents a continuing tragedy for the 
victims and their family members and must 
remain a major human rights concern of the 
United States Government: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes Japan as an indispensable se-
curity partner of the United States in pro-
viding peace, prosperity, and stability to the 
Asia-Pacific region; 

(2) recognizes that the broad support and 
understanding of the Japanese people are in-
dispensable for the stationing of the United 
States Armed Forces in Japan, the core ele-
ment of the United States-Japan security ar-
rangements that protect both Japan and the 
Asia-Pacific region from external threats 
and instability; 

(3) expresses its appreciation to the people 
of Japan, and especially on Okinawa, for 
their continued hosting of the United States 
Armed Forces; 

(4) encourages Japan to continue its inter-
national engagement in humanitarian, de-
velopment, and environmental issues; and 

(5) anticipates another 50 years of 
unshakeable friendship and deepening co-
operation under the auspices of the United 
States-Japan Treaty of Mutual Cooperation 
and Security. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 

in strong support of this resolution, 
and I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

This resolution commemorates the 
50th anniversary of the United States- 
Japan Treaty of Mutual Cooperation 
and Security, which entered into force 
on June 23, 1960. This treaty formed the 
basis for the presence of U.S. Armed 
Forces in Japan, which has contributed 
to Japan’s security and prosperity and 
to regional peace and stability. 

Our alliance with Japan has ad-
vanced American interests by ensuring 
a stable balance of power in the Asia- 
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Pacific region, providing a platform for 
managing tensions on the Korean pe-
ninsula and serving as a means to en-
list Japan’s cooperation on regional 
and global security issues. 

For example, Japan is the second 
largest international contributor to Af-
ghanistan, pledging $5 million in eco-
nomic assistance over the next 5 years. 

b 1330 

Japan sent rapid humanitarian aid to 
Haiti, and the Japanese Self-Defense 
Force provided medical relief following 
the earthquake there this past Janu-
ary. 

Japan to this day remains a steadfast 
ally with the United States in com-
bating the nuclear threat from North 
Korea and responding to the North’s 
provocative behavior. 

The success of our alliance with 
Japan would not have been possible 
without Japan’s broad support and un-
derstanding, and I would like to thank 
the Government of Japan and the Japa-
nese people, and especially the people 
of Okinawa where I taught for 2 years, 
for their continued hosting of Amer-
ican Armed Forces in Japan. I taught 
the children of these Armed Forces. 

While Japan is an important partner 
and friend and we agree on many im-
portant issues, there is one important 
matter on which we disagree: the issue 
of American children taken to Japan 
by one parent against the wishes of the 
other parent. This issue is a very real 
and serious concern for those left-be-
hind parents and for those of us rep-
resenting them here in Congress. It is 
imperative that our two governments 
create the best possible situation for 
these tragic cases to be resolved, not 
only for the sake of those families but 
to ensure that U.S.-Japan relations 
continue on a positive trajectory. 

As we commemorate this week the 
50th anniversary of our alliance with 
Japan, we know that the importance of 
this alliance remains as vital as ever, 
even if the treaty’s original Cold War 
backdrop has long faded from view. We 
only have to look at North Korea’s bel-
ligerent actions over the past few years 
to be reminded of the relevance of the 
U.S.-Japan security treaty. Now is the 
right time to pursue an ambitious, for-
ward-looking agenda to ensure that the 
fundamentals of the alliance remain in 
place and to expand our security co-
operation to meet the many challenges 
of the 21st century. 

I would like to thank my friend, the 
distinguished gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), the ranking 
member of the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, for introducing this 
resolution, and I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

I rise in support of this resolution 
recognizing the mutual benefits for the 
United States and Japan of a treaty 

which went into effect exactly 50 years 
ago today. The Asia Pacific region was 
a dangerous neighborhood a half a cen-
tury ago. The United States and our al-
lies had just fought the first hot bat-
tles of the Cold War on the Korean pe-
ninsula. Tensions were high in the Tai-
wan Strait, and the war in Vietnam 
was just then emerging on the horizon. 

A half century later, Asia, while now 
the prosperous trading hub of the 
world, is still dangerous. One need only 
look to the recent torpedoing of a 
South Korean naval vessel by a reck-
less North Korea to recognize that the 
Asia Pacific region is not yet truly pa-
cific. 

Through all the perils in the Pacific, 
the United States-Japan Treaty of Mu-
tual Cooperation and Security has 
stood as a cornerstone of a continued 
regional peace and prosperity. None of 
this would be possible without the con-
tribution of the people of Japan, and 
especially those on Okinawa, through 
their continued hosting of our proud 
U.S. Armed Forces. 

The smooth transition from bitter 
adversaries to full partners is a tribute 
to the resiliency and the farsightedness 
of two peoples on opposite sides of the 
Pacific: the people of the United States 
and the people of Japan. The recent re-
affirmation of the commitment to full 
implementation of the 2006 Roadmap 
and the Guam International Agree-
ment for realignment of U.S. Armed 
Forces in Japan is a concrete step for-
ward in cementing this crucial alli-
ance. 

The mutual cooperation promised in 
the treaty 50 years ago, however, ex-
tends far beyond the Japanese islands. 
When the U.S. looked for partners in 
dealing with the aftermath of the dev-
astating earthquake in Haiti earlier 
this year, Japan’s Self-Defense Forces 
were there working with their Amer-
ican counterparts. 

On the critical issue of the stabiliza-
tion of the volatile situation in South 
Asia, Japan has been a generous con-
tributor in economic assistance to both 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. And Japan 
has been a stalwart ally in our U.S. ef-
forts to end the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons and missile technology by the 
reckless regime in Pyongyang. 

Both within the United Nations and 
during the Six-Party process in Bei-
jing, Japan has stood shoulder-to- 
shoulder with its American ally in op-
posing continued North Korean nuclear 
brinksmanship. North Korean threats 
and aggression continue. We should im-
mediately re-list North Korea as a 
state sponsor of terrorism. This is both 
because of Pyongyang’s past abduc-
tions of Japanese citizens and because 
of North Korea’s continued links to 
terrorist groups like Hezbollah and 
Hamas. There is no greater signal that 
this administration can send to the 
Japanese people in this treaty anniver-
sary year than acting expeditiously to 
hold North Korea fully accountable for 
such terrorist activities. 

I join in the anticipation expressed in 
this resolution of another 50 years of 

unshakable friendship and deepening 
cooperation with the people of Japan. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to express my support for H. Res. 
1464, which recognizes the 50th anniversary 
of the conclusion of the United States-Japan 
Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security, 
and expresses appreciation to the Japanese 
government and people for their contribution 
to peace, prosperity and security in the Asia- 
Pacific area of the world. I am proud of the 
legacy of this treaty, which has enabled the 
U.S. and Japan to establish and maintain an 
alliance that has been vital to the stability of 
the Asia-Pacific region and the economic 
strength of both parties. Fifty years after the 
signing of the treaty, the U.S. can count Japan 
among its foremost allies. 

Looking back at the American-Japanese re-
lationship over the last century, the distance 
our nations have come from the wartime hos-
tility of the 1940s and the tensions of the 
1950s is praiseworthy and inspirational. 
Today, Japan is the fourth-largest trading part-
ner of the U.S., and the security and support 
the U.S. has provided to Japan have enabled 
greater Japanese participation in humani-
tarian, economic, and environmental issues at 
home and abroad. 

As the Japanese government takes com-
mendable action toward the denuclearization 
of North Korea, it is important that the U.S. 
continue to aid Japan and its neighbor states 
in their stand against the North Korean re-
gime. Japan has also shown exemplary lead-
ership in the Asia-Pacific region, contributing 
generously to earthquake relief efforts in Haiti, 
economic programs in Afghanistan, and the 
U.S. Navy’s Pacific Partnership. 

As the world’s two largest economic 
powerhouses and staunch military allies, 
Japan and the U.S. have profited immeas-
urably from the past 50 years of the Treaty of 
Mutual Cooperation and Security. I look for-
ward to the future of the partnership of our two 
nations, with high hopes for what we can ac-
complish together. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant resolution. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in support of the 
resolution recognizing the 50th anniversary of 
the conclusion of the United Sates-Japan 
Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security 
and expressing appreciation to the Govern-
ment of Japan and the Japanese people for 
enhancing peace, prosperity, and security in 
the Asia-Pacific region. 

The U.S.-Japan alliance has been tremen-
dously beneficial to our two nations. It has af-
firmed our shared values and bolstered peace 
and stability in the Asia-Pacific region. This 
year, on the 50th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the United Sates-Japan Treaty of Mu-
tual Cooperation and Security, we have the 
chance to celebrate all our two nations have 
achieved and all we will achieve in the future. 

Since its inception, the U.S.-Japan alliance 
has had to deal with an increasingly unpredict-
able global security landscape. Throughout 
decades of Cold War to more recent terrorist 
threats, our alliance has remained strong. This 
lends a context of security that has allowed 
the Asia-Pacific region to thrive. Thanks to this 
important alliance, we can anticipate greater 
international cooperation in the future, both 
within Asia and between Asia and the U.S. 

Another reason our alliance with Japan has 
been and continues to be so effective is that 
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it is supported by our two countries’ common 
democratic and humanitarian values. In 2009, 
both Japan and the U.S. ranked among the 
top five nations providing foreign aid. In hon-
oring what this alliance has done for both our 
great nations, we are also reiterating our com-
mitment to provide needed humanitarian relief 
in the Asian-Pacific region and all over the 
world. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to support this 
resolution honoring our alliance with Japan 
and expressing our heartfelt thanks to the gov-
ernment of Japan and the Japanese people. 

Mr. MCMAHON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to support H. Res. 1464, a Resolution 
recognizing the 50th anniversary of the United 
States-Japan Treaty of Mutual Cooperation 
and Security and expressing appreciation to 
the Government of Japan and the Japanese 
people for enhancing peace, prosperity, and 
security in the Asia-Pacific region. 

For over 50 years, Japan has served as one 
of our most dependable and consistent allies. 
The nation has hosted over 36,000 members 
of the United States Armed Forces, promoting 
regional stability and security in the Asia-Pa-
cific region. Japan has been a staunch sup-
porter in our efforts to denuclearize North 
Korea. The nation has recently emerged as a 
proactive force in rebuilding third world coun-
tries in efforts to curtail the influence of terror 
cells. In November of 2009, Japan pledged 
over six billion dollars in economic assistance 
to Pakistan and Afghanistan in support of our 
missions in those countries. This special alli-
ance has allowed Japan to establish a promi-
nent role in the global community, further con-
tributing to regional and global stability. 

The U.S.-Japan alliance has bolstered both 
nations, making them two of the world’s larg-
est and most influential economies. Mutual co-
operation has made Japan our fourth-largest 
trading partner. Apart from strengthening trade 
with the U.S., Japan has aided our inter-
national initiatives as well. Japan provided 
over six billion dollars to Guam to develop in-
frastructure and facilities. This valuable ally 
supports not only our economy, but those of 
our allies as well. 

I am pleased with what Japan has grown to 
represent. Japan is a beacon of democratic 
thought and practice in the Asia-Pacific region. 
The Japanese government shares our ideals, 
values, and commitment to civil liberties. De-
spite the constant challenges facing the inter-
national community and the region, Japan has 
held steadfast in her commitment to egali-
tarian values and world peace. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues in 
the House of Representatives to join me today 
in recognizing and supporting our continuing 
alliance by supporting this Resolution. 

Mr. MANZULLO. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
support of recognizing the 50th anniversary of 
the U.S.-Japan Treaty of Mutual Cooperation 
and Security. This agreement laid the corner-
stone for reintegrating Japan into the commu-
nity of free nations and helped insure Japan’s 
long-term security and prosperity. It also re-
sulted in formerly establishing an alliance that 
facilitates the forward deployment of about 
36,000 U.S. troops and other U.S. military as-
sets in the Asia-Pacific to undergird U.S. na-
tional security strategy in the region. Too 
many times, we take our friends for granted. 
It wasn’t obvious 50 years ago that this agree-
ment would pass the Japanese Diet. But on 
June 19, 1960, this agreement became oper-
ational after much boisterous opposition. 

Thus, it is appropriate that the House recog-
nize and thank our Japanese friends for the 
role this agreement has played in advancing 
peace, prosperity, and security in the Pacific 
Rim. It allowed a country devastated by war to 
eventually become the fourth largest economy 
in the world and the fourth largest export mar-
ket for U.S. products. 

I deeply appreciate and value our strategic 
and economic relationship with Japan. Despite 
the change in the Japanese government, this 
agreement still remains as a cornerstone of 
our relationship. I was greatly honored that the 
Japanese Ambassador paid a visit to northern 
Illinois last April where we saw first-hand the 
role that Japanese foreign investment played 
in saving many jobs in this region, such as the 
Nissan forklift manufacturing facility in 
Marengo. We also examined possible new op-
portunities for trade and investment. 

I want to commend my ranking Member, 
Representative ROS-LEHTINEN, for bringing this 
resolution to the floor today. I urge my col-
leagues to support H. Res. 1464. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I have no further requests for time, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WATSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1464. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

REAFFIRMING FRIENDSHIP AND 
ALLIANCE BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND COLOMBIA 

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1465) reaffirm-
ing the longstanding friendship and al-
liance between the United States and 
Colombia. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1465 

Whereas nearly 15,000,000 Colombians par-
ticipated in the first round of Colombia’s 
presidential elections on May 30, 2010; 

Whereas no candidate received an outright 
majority of the vote, thereby requiring a 
runoff election between Juan Manuel Santos 
and Antanas Mockus, the two candidates 
with the highest vote totals; 

Whereas Juan Manuel Santos, of the Na-
tional Unity Party, received 46.7 percent of 

the votes and Antanas Mockus, of the Green 
Party, received 21.5 percent of the votes; 

Whereas in the second round on June 20, 
2010, Juan Manuel Santos received 69 percent 
of the votes and was thereby declared Presi-
dent-elect of Colombia; 

Whereas Colombia has overcome tremen-
dous challenges to build their democracy; 
and 

Whereas Colombia remains a vital ally and 
friend of the United States: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) reaffirms the longstanding friendship 
and alliance between the United States and 
Colombia; 

(2) recognizes Colombia’s commitment to 
the democratic process as demonstrated by 
the free and fair nature of these multiparty, 
internationally recognized elections; and 

(3) congratulates President-elect Juan 
Manuel Santos on his recent victory in Co-
lombia’s June 20, 2010, presidential election. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the resolution 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 

b 1340 
Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 

in strong support of this resolution, 
and I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Madam Speaker, last month, Colom-
bia held the first round of their presi-
dential elections. In an outcome that 
surprised many observers, the Green 
Party and the National Unity Party 
both failed to receive an outright ma-
jority of the votes, so a runoff was re-
quired this past Sunday. Over 13 mil-
lion Colombians participated in the 
second round, with former Defense 
Minister Juan Manuel Santos receiving 
69 percent of the vote and becoming the 
President-elect of Colombia. 

With this resolution, the House of 
Representatives honors the Colombian 
people and their commitment to de-
mocracy. Since gaining its independ-
ence from Spain in 1819, Colombia has 
remained democratic, sometimes as an 
outlier in this region. We applaud the 
free and fair nature of these 
multiparty, internationally recognized 
elections. 

Colombia is not without problems, 
some of them significant. The human 
rights situation in Colombia leaves 
much to be desired, and Colombia has 
over 3 million internally displaced peo-
ples, second in the world only to Sudan 
as a result of its long struggles with 
armed groups that the United States 
and most of the world considers terror-
ists. While these issues must remain on 
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