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know there are plenty of people on 
both sides who like to beat up on any 
number of people who are part of the 
six groups. There are people who like 
to beat up on unions. There are people 
who like to beat up on drug companies. 
This isn’t about—this isn’t about any 
of the people who responded to the 
President’s call and went down to the 
White House that day to work for, ar-
guably, what would be a good thing in 
reforming some aspects of our Nation’s 
health care system. 

The problem is that the American 
people didn’t get to see what it was 
they had on the table, what the offers 
were, what the counteroffers were, 
what wasn’t offered, and who agreed to 
what, who was on the side of the people 
and who was on the side of the special 
interests. As the President said, we 
didn’t get to see that. 

As it stands now, I asked, I want to 
know what the White House nego-
tiated, with whom, and on what terms. 
I want to know how those deals influ-
enced the legislative process. Cer-
tainly, there were several times where 
we bumped up against it. Certainly, the 
Senate Finance Committee did, and 
they were told, Hold on, you can’t do 
that. We’ve got a deal. But did it also 
influence the legislative process when 
my amendments and GREG WALDEN’s 
amendments were stripped out of the 
committee-passed bill and were 
stripped out of the Speaker’s office 
never to see the light of day? So was 
that part of the legislative process in-
fluenced by those deals? We will never 
know if we don’t get that information. 

And I want to know why a President 
who committed himself to trans-
parency feels really no need to heed re-
quests for transparency by the com-
mittee; why the President who ran on 
transparency feels no need to heed a re-
quest for documents by an elected 
Member of Congress, why they think it 
is okay to just simply not respond to a 
letter, ignore it, and we hope it goes 
away. 

Now, last week, the President, on one 
of the interviews, said that his lack of 
transparency was ‘‘a mistake.’’ If true, 
if he feels it is a mistake, he can cor-
rect the mistake. It’s not too late. He 
can correct the mistake by turning 
over the information requested, and, in 
fact, turning over all of the informa-
tion, saying, Do you know what? We 
are not going to hide behind executive 
privilege here. If there is an e-mail be-
tween my Chief of Staff and the health 
care czar that you think is important, 
we’re willing to let you see that as 
well. We’re willing to let the American 
people see that, because we have noth-
ing to hide. 

If they don’t do that, what are we left 
to surmise? That they’ve got some-
thing to hide. And what would they 
have to hide? I don’t know. Here the 
fantasy can become worse than the re-
ality. It would be better for the White 
House to provide this information. 
Again, the truth, the truth will, in all 
likelihood, be much less significant 

than what each of us will be left to 
imagine on our own if we are not pro-
vided that information. 

Now, to fully understand the policy 
choices going forward, we need to know 
what took place at the White House 
last year. I can’t say it enough. I can’t 
say it in enough different ways. The 
American people expect us to act in 
their interest rather than protect the 
business interests of those currying 
favor in Washington. We hear that all 
the time. In fact, we hear this Presi-
dent say that lobbyists won’t have any 
access to his administration, and then 
we have secret deals with six groups 
that play a big role, a big role, in the 
cost of delivering health care in this 
country, and we don’t get to see that. 

If any member of those six groups 
down at the White House sought pro-
tections or made unreciprocated con-
cessions to Washington politicians, I 
think the American people deserve to 
know. The American people would like-
ly want to know that information. 
These negotiations may have produced 
consensus on policy changes that are 
proper and needed, but we will never be 
certain until the facts are known. And 
if the facts aren’t known, then the re-
ality is not known. And if the reality is 
not known, then the fantasy becomes 
the reality, the worst excess that you 
could imagine is probably what hap-
pened; otherwise, they would open the 
books and tell us. 

Now, I will just leave you with the 
same thought one last time about the 
promises made during the Presidential 
campaign and after about how this 
process would be an open process, how 
this process would be an inclusive proc-
ess, and inclusive not just to Members 
of Congress on both sides of the aisle, 
which it has not been, but an inclusive 
process that would include the Amer-
ican people; because, after all, these 
decisions on health care, yeah, they’re 
tough, yeah, there are going to be like-
ly some winners and losers in whatever 
is finally crafted by the House and Sen-
ate, but it’s going to affect the delivery 
of health care. It’s going to affect the 
life of every doctor, nurse, hospital ad-
ministrator, every mother, father, 
child, every husband, wife, every cit-
izen of the United States, not just next 
year, not just the year after that, and 
not just the year after that, but for the 
next three generations; how health 
care is delivered in the country, who 
gets what, who pays for it, when it’s 
administered, who can’t get what they 
need. All of that is going to be gov-
erned by language in this legislation. 

And if there were outside influences 
on crafting that language in this legis-
lation, we need to know about that be-
cause, otherwise, we don’t know the 
questions to ask. We don’t know 
whether to embrace or reject the legis-
lation, because we simply don’t know 
who, what, and where was involved in 
the process. And as a consequence, it 
makes it impossible, literally impos-
sible, to evaluate the worth of this leg-
islation. 

So here we sit, on Groundhog Day, 
sort of revisiting what happened over 
the last year with health care reform. 
On February 2 of 2010, the passage of a 
comprehensive health care bill looks as 
unlikely as at any time in our history 
past of this Congress. A year ago, it 
looked like a certainty. Today, it looks 
extremely problematic. 
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And what is the one thing that could 
have given us a better bill, given us a 
better process, given people some rea-
son to be behind this legislation that 
Congress is considering? 

The one thing that could have hap-
pened that didn’t was opening the proc-
ess up, turning on the C–SPAN cam-
eras, inviting them in to that big con-
ference table in the Speaker’s office or 
that big conference table in the major-
ity leader’s office over in the Senate, 
or that big conference table down in 
the Cabinet room at the White House. 
Turn those cameras on, let the Amer-
ican people see who was around that 
table, who was willing to talk, who was 
willing to give, who was only willing to 
get. That would bring powerful infor-
mation to provide to the American peo-
ple. 

The President could have recruited, 
could have recruited from the Amer-
ican people, folks who like this legisla-
tion who would then ask for it. But, in-
stead, they pushed everyone away, 
pushed them away from the table, 
turned off the camera, turned off the 
lights. ‘‘Don’t look at the man behind 
the curtain. We know what is best for 
you. This bill will be good for you. 
Trust us. You will like this bill once we 
get it passed.’’ Well, that is nonsense. 
The American people know that is non-
sense. 

Turn on the lights, turn on C–SPAN, 
let the people in, and let’s give this bill 
the full public airing that it has de-
served. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois (at the request 
of Mr. HOYER) for today on account of 
business in the district. 

Mr. ELLISON (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today on account of busi-
ness in the district. 

Mr. TIAHRT (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today on account of being 
unavoidably detained in Kansas. 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida (at the request 
of Mr. BOEHNER) for today and the bal-
ance of the week on account of a death 
in the family. 

Mr. EHLERS (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today on account of a 
family member’s medical emergency. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 
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(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. CONYERS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. BERKLEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. BURTON of Indiana) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:) 

Mr. POE of Texas, for 5 minutes, Feb-
ruary 3, 4, and 9. 

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, February 3, 
4, and 9. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas, for 5 minutes, 
February 3, 4, and 9. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for 5 minutes, 
today. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes, 
today and February 3 and 4. 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan, for 5 min-
utes, today. 

Mr. REICHERT, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. CONAWAY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. INGLIS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEAL of Georgia, for 5 minutes, 

February 3. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House reports that on January 29, 2010 
she presented to the President of the 

United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill. 

H.R. 4508. To provide for an additional tem-
porary extension of programs under the 
Small Business Act and the Small Business 
Investment Act of 1958, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 45 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, February 3, 2010, 
at 10 a.m. 

h 
EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL 

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Speaker-authorized official travel during the 
first, second, third, and fourth quarters of 2009 pursuant to Public Law 95–384 are as follows: 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND DEC. 31, 2009 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Stephen Elmore ....................................................... 11 /6 11 /15 Kenya .................................................... .................... 1,344.00 .................... 9,367.10 .................... .................... .................... 10,711.10 
Jeffrey Holland (CBO Detailee) ................................ 11 /6 11 /17 Kenya .................................................... .................... 1,344.00 .................... 8,073.10 .................... .................... .................... 9,417.10 
Hon. Cynthia M. Lummis ......................................... 11 /24 11 /27 Kuwait ................................................... .................... 159.00 .................... 7,138.60 .................... .................... .................... 7,297.60 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 2,847.00 .................... 24,578.80 .................... .................... .................... 27,425.80 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. JOHN M. SPRATT, Jr., Chairman, Jan. 26, 2010. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND DEC. 31, 2009 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Daniel McGlinchey ................................................... 10 /2 10 /7 Turkey ................................................... .................... 2,960.45 .................... 8,244.60 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Sabahat Qamar ....................................................... 10 /2 10 /7 Turkey ................................................... .................... 2,960.45 .................... 8,244.60 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Joseph Pinder .......................................................... 10 /2 10 /7 Turkey ................................................... .................... 2,960.00 .................... 8,244.50 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Hon. Christopher John Lee ...................................... 10 /30 10 /31 United Arab Emirates ........................... .................... 484.30 .................... 8,149.10 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Hon. Christopher John Lee ...................................... 10 /31 11 /1 Afghanistan .......................................... .................... 15.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................
Hon. Christopher John Lee ...................................... 11 /1 11 /2 UAE ....................................................... .................... 193.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................
Hon. Erik Paulsen .................................................... 12 /12 12 /14 Kuwait ................................................... .................... 448.00 .................... 7,138.60 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Hon. Erik Paulsen .................................................... 12 /13 12 /14 Iraq ....................................................... .................... .................... .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................
Hon. Randy Neugebauer .......................................... 12 /4 12 /5 Kuwait ................................................... .................... 466.00 .................... 7,138.60 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Hon. Randy Neugebauer .......................................... 12 /5 12 /7 Afghanistan .......................................... .................... 78.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................
Hon. Tom Price ........................................................ 11 /25 11 /26 UAE ....................................................... .................... 505.00 .................... 9,463.50 .................... .................... .................... ....................
Hon. Tom Price ........................................................ 11 /26 11 /27 Afghanistan .......................................... .................... 28.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... ....................
Hon. Tom Price ........................................................ 11 /27 11 /29 Pakistan ................................................ .................... 76.00 .................... 438.60 .................... .................... .................... ....................

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... ....................

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 

HON. BARNEY FRANK, Chairman, Jan. 20, 2010. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON RULES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND DEC. 31, 2009 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Bradley W. Smith ..................................................... 11 /9 11 /14 Macedonia ............................................ .................... 1,000.00 .................... 9,059.20 .................... 480.00 .................... 10,539.20 
11 /14 11 /15 Vienna ................................................... .................... 424.00 .................... .................... .................... 188.00 .................... 612.00 

Bradley W. Smith ..................................................... 11 /21 11 /30 Kenya .................................................... .................... 2,503.01 .................... 8,033.10 .................... 1,125.45 .................... 11,661.56 

Committee total ......................................... ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 3,927.01 .................... 17,092.30 .................... 1,793.45 .................... 22,812.76 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. LOUISE M. SLAUGHTER, Jan. 19, 2010. 
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