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Ellison
Ellsworth
Emerson
Engel
Eshoo
Etheridge
Farr
Fattah
Filner
Fleming
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foster
Foxx
Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gallegly
Garamendi
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
Giffords
Gingrey (GA)
Gonzalez
Goodlatte
Gordon (TN)
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (MO)
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grijalva
Guthrie
Gutierrez
Hall (NY)
Hall (TX)
Halvorson
Hare
Harman
Harper
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Heinrich
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins
Hill
Himes
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hoyer
Hunter
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson Lee
(TX)
Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Jordan (OH)
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kilroy
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kirk
Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Kissell
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Kosmas
Kratovil
Kucinich
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette

Latta
Lee (CA)
Lee (NY)
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Maffei
Maloney
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul
MecClintock
McCollum
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McIntyre
McKeon
McMahon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Minnick
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy (NY)
Murphy, Patrick
Murphy, Tim
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Nunes
Nye
Oberstar
Obey
Olson
Olver
Ortiz
Owens
Pascrell
Pastor (AZ)
Paul
Paulsen
Payne
Pence
Perlmutter
Perriello
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts
Platts
Poe (TX)
Polis (CO)
Pomeroy
Posey
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Quigley
Radanovich
Rahall
Rangel
Rehberg

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Reichert
Reyes
Richardson
Rodriguez
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothman (NJ)
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schauer
Schiff
Schmidt
Schock
Schrader
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sestak
Shadegg
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuler
Shuster
Simpson
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Space
Speier
Spratt
Stark
Stearns
Stupak
Sullivan
Sutton
Tanner
Taylor
Teague
Terry
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Tierney
Titus
Tonko
Towns
Tsongas
Turner
Upton
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walden
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Welch
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Wilson (OH)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman

Wolf Wu Young (AK)
Woolsey Yarmuth Young (FL)
NAYS—5

Campbell Flake Neugebauer
Conaway Lummis

NOT VOTING—22
Barrett (SC) Deutch Miller (FL)
Bilbray Dicks Myrick
Bishop (GA) Fallin Pallone
Boehner Gohmert Putnam
Brown (SC) Hodes Wamp
Brown, Corrine Hoekstra Waters
Cantor Inglis
Capps Kingston

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are less than 2 min-
utes remaining in this vote.

O 1759

Mr. POE of Texas changed his vote
from ‘“‘nay’’ to ‘“‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
364, had | been present, | would have voted
“yea.”

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mrs. FALLIN. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably detained and missed the following votes.
| would have voted the following ways: For
rollcall vote 361 | would have voted “yea.” For
rollcall vote 362 | would have voted “yea.” For
rollcall vote 363 | would have voted “nay.” For
rollcall vote 364 | would have voted “yea.”

——
[J 1800

HARRISON HIGH SCHOOL

(Mr. GINGREY of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to offer my congratulations
to Cobb County, Georgia’s Harrison
High School baseball team, managed
by Mark Elkins, who defeated Lassiter
in the Class AAAAA State champion-
ship series. Harrison triumphed over
Lassiter with a 3-1 victory in the title-
clinching game of a very exciting and
well-played series. Harrison’s remark-
able defense was on display throughout
the entire series, with their fielding
skills pacing them to the title.

A few highlights included a diving
catch by outfielder Michael
Hodorowski to save a run in the open-
ing game. In game two, outfielders
Preston Neely and Matthew Allen
gunned down runners at home, pre-
venting Lassiter from scoring go-ahead
runs. Harrison also pulled off three
double plays in the last game, ensuring
their pivotal victory.

This is Harrison’s first State title
since 1998, making this a very special
achievement. They are one of two
schools from Georgia’s 11th Congres-
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sional District to win State baseball

championships this year, and I am very

proud of their accomplishments.
Congratulations, Harrison.

——————

ROLL BACK THE SIZE OF
GOVERNMENT NOW

(Mr. GRAVES of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, this administration has borrowed
more money than all other administra-
tions in the Nation’s history combined,
and they’ve only been at this for just
over a year. The change we were prom-
ised has not turned out to be what all
had hoped for.

The unemployment rate is nearly 2
percent higher than what the Demo-
crats promised with their first stim-
ulus package. America’s debt is at $13
trillion now. Now we learn that the ad-
ministration wants another $50 billion
bailout. When will it end? Washington
cannot create jobs no matter how
much money is thrown out there. We
know that jobs can only be created
when you expand the private sector
and not expand the government.

So, as we look forward to getting
Americans back to work, I stand here
today to say it is time for Washington
to get about the business of expanding
the private sector and of promoting
sustainable job creation, which will
come from that, and not of expanding
government.

I know Georgians are tired of what is
going on here in Washington, and I
know most Americans are, too. Let’s
end the bailouts, the buyouts, and the
stimulus bills.

———
0O 1145

COMMEMORATING TROOPER FIRST
CLASS WESLEY BROWN

(Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, 1 rise today with a heavy
heart to commemorate the life of
Maryland State Trooper First Class
Wesley Brown. Just 24 years old,
Trooper Brown of Seat Pleasant, Mary-
land, was fatally shot last Friday.
Trooper Brown was a brave Maryland
State police officer, and a rising leader
in our community.

The youngest of nine children, Troop-
er Brown overcame a challenging child-
hood to serve Maryland and better the
lives of the youth in Prince George’s
County through a mentoring program
he founded, Young Men Enlightening
Younger Men. In his own words, Troop-
er Brown wrote that he founded the
program to ‘‘show the young men in
the community that there is a bigger
and brighter future ahead of them with
unlimited potential.”

Indeed, he had unlimited potential. A
son of Prince George’s County, a grad-
uate of Crossland High School and an
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accomplished student of criminal jus-
tice, he was a testament to his own
words, and a shining light to all whom
he encountered.

I join the Maryland State Police fam-
ily and all those with whom he served
in grieving the loss of Trooper Brown.
He exemplified the best in our commu-
nities and, having spoken with his fam-
ily, I know he was a wonderful son,
brother and soon-to-be husband. His
death is a tragic reminder of the perils
our law enforcement officers face every
day, and the bravery they show to en-
sure our safety.

I honor the life and memory of
Trooper First Class Brown, and our
thought and prayers are with his fam-
ily and friends.

YOUNG MEN ENLIGHTENING YOUNGER MEN

ABOUT OUR ORGANIZATION

Welcome,

My name is Wesley Brown and I am the
founder of Young Men Enlightening Younger
Men (YMEYM). In September, 2007, my
friends and family and I came together to
show the young men in the community that
there is a bigger and brighter future ahead of
them with unlimited possibilities. YMEYM
meets together as a group at least once a
month to take a field trip somewhere outside
of our community and spend time bonding
and mentoring. Between field trips, the men-
tors stay in touch with the young men and
encourage them to stay in school, do the
best they can in school and in extra-
curricular activities, respect themselves and
each other, and to talk out any conflicts in-
stead of resorting to violence.

All of the mentors have committed much
of their personal time and finances during
this formation period. YMEYM’s meeting lo-
cation was my residence, where we would sit
back and talk about whatever was on the
boys’ mind. Our goal is to listen and under-
stand their problems and issues. Then we
talk together to reach positive solutions to
solve the problems. This way, the young men
can think before they act, which sometimes
results in unjustified punishment.

So, what we created is more than a men-
toring program, a tutoring program, or a
community service program. This is now a
brotherhood of more than 20 young males
with distinct personalities and different
goals in life who are coming together to be a
part of something positive. After researching
some of these issues, we found that the ma-
jority of today’s young men just want to be
a part of something and that is why gang vi-
olence in the neighborhood is growing so rap-
idly.

The school system requires that students
have a 2.0 GPA in order to play sports. What
happens to those who try, but who just don’t
make it because of poor school systems or a
lack of support from home? Where does he
g0? Who can he turn to? We believe that if a
young man is trying to make himself a bet-
ter man and a productive member of society,
then we are PROUD of him—and we tell our
young men that. We are proud of them and
are here to push them to reach their full po-
tential.

As a young man myself, some may wonder
why I am trying so hard to reach these
young men, as if I am their parent. Well, I
believe that if the community is not encour-
aging our youth to stand tall and become
someone special, what makes us think that
the outside world will? After they are ex-
posed to the world outside of their imme-
diate community, reality hits them. They
must be prepared and they must be shown
the importance of responsibility and ac-
countability and then they will go far in life.
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During these teenage stages is when young
men develop different characteristics which
will continue to live within him during his
entire adult life. Too often young men under-
estimate their own capabilities and great-
ness. It is our responsibility to step up to the
plate and make a positive change. One young
man at a time.

WESLEY BROWN,
Founder Young Men
Enlightening Young-

er Men, Inc.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BocciERI). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2009, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE of Texas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—————

THE OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL
ETHICS AND THE DIGNITY OF
THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, recent
press reports indicate that the House
leadership is considering a rules change
which would diminish the scope and
authority of the Office of Congressional
Ethics, or OCE. This is an apparent re-
sponse to the OCE’s decision to forward
information gathered during its inves-
tigation of the PMA Group to the Jus-
tice Department, bypassing the Com-
mittee on Standards of Official Con-
duct in the process. The narrative
seems to be that this is just another
example of the OCE’s succumbing to
mission creep or of its growing beyond
its intended purpose.

In the interest of full disclosure, I
voted against the creation of the OCE
in 2007. I felt at the time that the
House should be able to establish ap-
propriate standards and to police its
behavior through the Standards Com-
mittee. I still believe that we should be
able to do so, but this controversy over
the OCE has effectively shown that,
when it comes to removing the cloud
that hangs over this body relating to
earmarks and to campaign contribu-
tions, this body is unwilling, through
the Standards Committee, to take the
necessary action to uphold the dignity
of the institution.
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After an investigation lasting more
than a year, during which some 200,000
pages of documentation were accumu-
lated, the OCE concluded ‘‘there is evi-
dence that some of the commercial en-
tities seeking earmarks from Members
of Congress believe that a political do-
nation to the Member has an impact on
the Member’s decision to author an
earmark for that donor.”

This information was forwarded to
the Standards Committee, which
agreed with the conclusion drawn by
the OCE. The Standards Committee
summarized the OCE’s findings as fol-
lows: ‘“There is a widespread perception
among corporations and lobbyists that
campaign contributions provided en-
hanced access to Members or a greater
chance of obtaining earmarks.”

Then, quite inexplicably, the Stand-
ards Committee dropped the matter,
stating that to address the problem is
“not within the jurisdiction of the
committee.” Let me state that again.
The Standards Committee said that it
lacks the authority to establish a
standard that will address what they
conclude is a widespread perception of
a link between earmarks and campaign
contributions. This defies reason.

At the beginning of the 110th Con-
gress, the House adopted rules requir-
ing Members of Congress to certify
that they have no ‘‘financial interest”
in an earmark’s being sponsored. ‘‘Fi-
nancial interest’’ has been defined by
the Standards Committee to include a
direct or a foreseeable effect on the pe-
cuniary interest for the Member or his
or her spouse. The relevant section of
the House Ethics Manual then states,
“Campaign contributions do not nec-
essarily constitute financial interest.”

How can the Standards Committee
lack the authority to set standards or
to interpret rules? This is particularly
confusing when one considers that the
Standards Committee can address the
issue by simply amending the interpre-
tation of ‘‘financial interest’ it has al-
ready promulgated in the House Ethics
Manual.

One need not read very far into the
Standards Committee’s summary of
the OCE’s PMA investigation before re-
alizing that Members, through their
campaign committees, derive signifi-
cant benefit from the ‘“‘widespread per-
ception” of a link between earmarks
and campaign contributions. To pre-
tend that this benefit does not con-
stitute ‘‘financial interest” is no
longer a viable option. We are no
longer acting in ignorance. The ‘“‘wink-
wink-nod-nod” game, which we have
all known to exist with regard to ear-
marks and campaign contributions, is
now well documented, and the Stand-
ards Committee’s definition of ‘‘finan-
cial interest” needs to be updated to
reflect these findings.

So where do we go from here?

We can shoot the messenger, as press
reports indicate many Members are in-
clined to do, but the problem with this
approach is that the message about the
link between earmarks and campaign
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