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years by a high school acquaintance
who she didn’t even know, and finally
taken at knifepoint. There was a 12-
hour standoff. But because he didn’t
drag her more than the allotted num-
ber of feet, it was not a kidnapping. So,
finally, with her testimony, we got
that through the State house.

And then we found that the very ad-
vice we were giving these victims—get
away from your stalker; move, because
there’s little we can do—meant that
when they moved from the State of
California to another State—let’s say
Florida, an example that I'm familiar
with—the restraining order was no
longer in effect, which meant that he
couldn’t be charged with stalking.

So the answer to that was a Federal
law. By that time, we had used the
California law as a template. We passed
it in all 50 States. Japan had adopted
the law. Parliaments in Europe adopt-
ed the law. But the question was: How
do you protect those who go from State
to State when those restraining orders
are no longer in effect?

So in the United States House of
Representatives I introduced that leg-
islation. As a result, this new law pro-
vides a uniform Federal law protecting
stalking victims when they cross State
lines either to travel or work or to get
away from their stalkers, or for any
other purpose; and when they’re on
Federal property; if they’re on a mili-
tary base, for example; if they’'re at a
post office.

It was signed into law in 1996. And I
will tell you now why I am appre-
ciative of these Members bringing this
law up to date, of which I am a cospon-
sor. Our key problem is getting people
aware of the existence of this law. Our
key challenge today is deterrence. As
mentioned, you have a case today
where one out of every four young
women who is killed is being murdered
by someone who formerly stalked her.
And there is a deterrent effect to law
enforcement coming to you and saying
you could be serving 3 years in a Fed-
eral penitentiary or in jail. You’'ve got
3.4 million people being stalked every
year, according to the Department of
Justice.
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If we had those in law enforcement, if
judges were more cognizant of the chal-
lenges of this problem, we’d be better
able to handle this situation.

Many communities have come to un-
derstand that stalking is a serious
problem. Many have come up with pro-
grams that can support victims and
combat this crime, but we really need
law enforcement to have more focus
because how many times can you look
at a situation and say, All right.
There’s something we could have done
to help deter this. We Lknow the
incidences where that has been effec-
tive here.

Most stalkers are known by their vic-
tims. It isn’t always the case, but most
are known.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentleman from California
has expired.
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Mr. POE of Texas. I yield to the gen-
tleman for 1 additional minute.

Mr. ROYCE. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

And in today’s world, stalkers, unfor-
tunately, are using a very new and up-
graded type of technology from what,
traditionally, they used. It used to be
that, you know, they’d leave a message
on the phone. Today it’s computers,
it’s GPS units, it’s cell phones, it’s so-
cial networking, and all of this can be
used to harass victims.

If anyone would like more informa-
tion on National Stalking Awareness
Month, I urge you to visit
www.stalkingawarenessmonth.org, and
try—for those out there in law enforce-
ment—try to understand just how dev-
astating this can be to victims, and try
to give them a hand, and try to deter
these attacks before they occur.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I will close
just after making this statement. My
sister Lynnette Maria Johnson was
murdered back on May 30, 1973. That
happened right here in Washington,
D.C.

From high school sweethearts to col-
lege, these two individuals, my sister
and this gentleman who stalked her
and killed her, were an item. But when
she went to college, she started meet-
ing new people and her interests
changed, and the gentleman just could
not take it and so he continued to
stalk her. Finally, it resulted in him
killing her. At that time, I don’t think
there were any stalking laws that
would have prevented his misconduct,
and so I personally have a zero toler-
ance level for stalkers.

I am proud to support this bill. Rep-
resentative POE, a trial lawyer and a
trial judge who has seen so many cases
like these in his career, I'm sure. And
Mr. ROYCE of California spoke elo-
quently on this issue as well. So I want
to congratulate him for introducing
the Federal legislation that came be-
fore this.

I would advise all victims that as
soon as it starts happening, let the po-
lice know and go get some counseling
so that you don’t allow this thing to
get out of control. If you hit it hard
when it first rears up, I think that the
chances are much better that the re-
sult down the line will be positive and
not negative.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I am
ready to yield but I did want to make
comments regarding my colleague Mr.
JOHNSON.

I appreciate his comments about his
family and how stalking violence can
happen anywhere in the United States
to anybody. We, as a body, must be
aware that victims throughout the
country go through terrible tragedies
in their lives. This legislation brings
awareness of stalking to the national
front.

Stalking laws are imposed to protect
the right to be left alone, and that’s a
right that all people have in this coun-
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try, to be left alone. I want to thank
the victims groups that have supported
this legislation and, as chairman of the
Victims’ Rights Caucus, all of the nu-
merous members of the caucus who
also support this. I urge its adoption.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of S. 2950, “To extend
the pilot program for volunteer groups to ob-
tain criminal history background checks and
for other purposes, introduced by my distin-
guished colleague from New York, Senator
SCHUMER. “The Criminal History Background
Checks Pilot Extension Act of 2009,” will be
revising the 78-month requirement to a 92—
month requirement.

This act is particularly important to protect
our children as they participate in so many ac-
tivities throughout the community.

Mr. POE of Texas. I have no further
requests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHN-
SON) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 960.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground
that a quorum is not present and make
the point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

CRIMINAL HISTORY BACKGROUND
CHECKS PILOT EXTENSION ACT
OF 2009

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (S. 2950) to extend the
pilot program for volunteer groups to
obtain criminal history background
checks.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 2950

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘Criminal
History Background Checks Pilot Extension
Act of 2009°.

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF PILOT PROGRAM.

Section 108(a)(3)(A) of the PROTECT Act
(42 U.S.C. 5119a note) is amended by striking
“‘a 78-month’ and inserting ‘‘a 92-month”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all
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Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, S. 2950, the Criminal
History Background Checks Pilot Ex-
tension Act of 2009, will extend the na-
tional Child Safety Pilot Program for
another 14 months. Passed in 2003 as
part of the PROTECT Act, the national
Child Safety Pilot Program assists or-
ganizations in checking the criminal
records of volunteers before placing
them as mentors with our children.
Every year, millions of Americans gen-
erously give their time and energy to
volunteer and mentor children
throughout the country. While the vast
majority of these volunteers act out of
purely benevolent intentions, it is im-
portant that we are able to identify
those who may seek to do harm.

Since 2003, the national Child Safety
Pilot Program has enabled youth-serv-
ing organizations to work with the
State governments to access the FBI’s
national fingerprint-based background
checks system. By providing access to
the more comprehensive data in the
FBI’s database, the pilot program has
helped prevent child predators and sex
offenders from getting access to chil-
dren through legitimate mentoring
programs. Notably, 6 percent of checks
came back with serious criminal
records.

This is a noncontroversial, fee-based
program that we have authorized twice
before, Mr. Speaker. It’s been ex-
tremely successful in providing invalu-
able information to mentoring organi-
zations, and it’s at no cost to the tax-
payers. Now we hope that this 14-
month extension will give us more
time to work with the Department of
Justice on permanently authorizing
this program.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important legislation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

The Child Safety Pilot Program,
originally created in 2003 as part of the
PROTECT Act, has proven to be a valu-
able resource for groups that work
with children, such as the Boys & Girls
Clubs of America, the National Men-
toring Partnership, and the National
Council of Youth Sports. Using this
pilot program, nonprofit organizations
that provide youth-focused care, as de-
fined in the National Child Protection
Act of 1993, may request criminal his-
tory background checks from the FBI
on applicants for volunteer or em-
ployee positions that involve working
with children.

Currently, nearly 68,000 background
checks have been administered through
the Child Safety Pilot Program. Of
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those checks, over 6 percent of all
workers screened had criminal records
of concern, including serious crimes
such as murder, rape, and child assault
cases. More than 41 percent of appli-
cants with a criminal record com-
mitted crimes in other States other
than the one in which they were apply-
ing to work as a volunteer. Only a na-
tionwide check, such as the Child Safe-
ty Pilot Program, could have provided
this information to employers.

A nationwide check is vital to these
organization since many of these appli-
cants are looking for work in other
States specifically to escape their
criminal pasts. That’s why I support S.
2950, the Criminal History Background
Checks Pilot Extension Act of 2009,
which extends this program for 14 more
months.

Unfortunately, organizations that
work with children are often the tar-
gets of those with criminal back-
grounds and less than honest inten-
tions. We need to equip these organiza-
tions so they can spot individuals with
criminal records before it’s too late, al-
lowing them to only hire professional
and responsible people. S. 2950 extends
the Child Safety Pilot Program that
has successfully helped these groups
and their missions to provide a safe
learning environment for children.
This is a commonsense piece of legisla-
tion that should enjoy widespread sup-
port, so I urge my colleagues to join
me in supporting this legislation.

I have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHN-
SON) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, S. 2950.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground
that a quorum is not present and make
the point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

COMMEMORATING 65TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE LIBERATION OF
AUSCHWITZ

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 1044) commemo-
rating the 656th anniversary of the lib-
eration of Auschwitz, a Nazi concentra-
tion and extermination camp, honoring
the victims of the Holocaust, and ex-
pressing commitment to strengthen
the fight against bigotry and intoler-
ance, as amended.
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The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.
The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:
H. RES. 1044

Whereas during the Holocaust, an esti-
mated 6,000,000 Jews and other targeted
groups were murdered by the Nazis and their
collaborators;

Whereas, on January 27, 1945, Auschwitz, a
Nazi concentration and extermination camp,
including Birkenau and other related camps,
was liberated by the Soviet Army;

Whereas Auschwitz, located in Poland, was
the largest complex of the Nazi concentra-
tion and extermination camps;

Whereas according to the Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum, between 1940 and 1945, the
Nazis deported at a minimum 1,300,000 people
to Auschwitz, and of these, murdered
1,100,000;

Whereas an estimated 960,000 Jews were
systematically murdered in Auschwitz dur-
ing the Holocaust;

Whereas Auschwitz was also used to mur-
der Poles, Roma, Soviet Prisoners of War,
those helping to hide Jews and others the
Nazis deemed inferior or that held different
political views;

Whereas victims of Auschwitz were sys-
tematically murdered in gas chambers and
many were starved to death, tortured, and
subjected to forced labor and criminal med-
ical experiments;

Whereas the complex of the Auschwitz con-
centration and extermination camp has
come to symbolize the mass murder and in-
humanity committed during the Holocaust;

Whereas the famous ‘‘Arbeit Macht Frei”
(Work Will Make You Free) sign over the en-
trance to Auschwitz was stolen on December
18, 2009, and later recovered and the Polish
police arrested the alleged culprits behind
the theft;

Whereas according to the Contemporary
Global Anti-Semitism Report released by the
Department of State’s Office of the Special
Envoy to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semi-
tism, ‘‘[o]ver the last decade, United States
embassies and consulates have reported an
upsurge in anti-Semitism and that
[a]nti-Semitic crimes range from acts of vio-
lence, including terrorist attacks against
Jews, to the desecration and destruction of
Jewish property . . .”’; and

Whereas in 2005, United Nations General
Assembly resolution 60/7 established January
27, the anniversary of the liberation of
Auschwitz, as International Holocaust Re-
membrance Day for the world to honor the
victims of the Holocaust: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) commemorates the 656th anniversary of
the liberation of Auschwitz;

(2) honors the victims of Auschwitz and
other Nazi concentration and extermination
camps, and all those who perished at the
hands of the Nazis;

(3) expresses gratitude to the Allied sol-
diers, underground fighters, and all those
whose efforts helped defeat the Nazi regime
and liberate Auschwitz and other concentra-
tion and extermination camps during World
War II;

(4) reaffirms its commitment to enhance
Holocaust education at home and abroad and
to ensure that what happened in Auschwitz
and other Nazi concentration and extermi-
nation camps is never allowed to happen
again; and

(5) urges all countries to enhance their ef-
forts to combat bigotry, racism, intolerance,
and anti-Semitism.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-12T13:41:32-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




