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her determination, and the work she is 
doing today to help students across our 
great Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this resolution, H. 
Res. 901. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to support H. Res. 901, a resolution 
to recognize November 14, 2009 as the 49th 
anniversary of the first day of integrated 
schools in New Orleans, Louisiana. I urge my 
colleagues to support this meaningful and im-
portant resolution. 

In 1954, the Supreme Court ruled that seg-
regated schools violated the equal protection 
clause of the 14th Amendment. On November 
14, 1960, Ruby Bridges, at the age of six, be-
came the first African American student to at-
tend an all-white school in New Orleans, Lou-
isiana. Ruby Bridges attended William Frantz 
Elementary School every day, despite riots 
and protests. Ruby was taught by Barbara 
Henry in a classroom with no other students. 
Sadly, due to her efforts to educate young 
Ruby, Ms. Henry was not invited back to teach 
at William Frantz Elementary school after that 
year. In 1999, Ruby Bridges established the 
Ruby Bridges Foundation that fights racism 
and works to improve society by sharing the 
experiences of Ruby Bridges. 

Of course the need to integrate schools was 
not unique to New Orleans. The University Of 
Georgia, UGA, was a segregated school until 
1961. UGA had strict admissions require-
ments—such as requiring personal rec-
ommendations from alumni, all of whom were 
white—in order to block African Americans 
from being admitted. In 1960, Charlayne 
Hunter and Hamilton Holmes applied to UGA. 
They were more than qualified for admission. 
Holmes was valedictorian of his high school 
and senior class president. Hunter finished 
third in her graduating class and edited the 
school paper. The University rejected their ap-
plications, providing a number of different— 
and ultimately false—reasons for denying their 
admission. On January 6, 1961, federal judge 
William A. Bootle found that ‘‘the two plaintiffs 
are fully qualified for immediate admission, 
and would already have been admitted if not 
for their race and color.’’ This ruling became 
national news and the students were admitted 
and met on registration day by protests. On 
the third evening after their registration, a 
large group of students showed up outside of 
their residence and began hurling bricks and 
bottles before being dispersed by police. After 
this incident, the Dean of Students then told 
them that he was withdrawing them from ad-
mission for ‘‘their own safety.’’ This decision 
was quickly overruled by a court order after 
over 400 faculty members signed a resolution 
to bring them back. Holmes graduated from 
UGA and earned a medical degree from 
Emory University in Georgia. Hunter grad-
uated with a degree in journalism and worked 
for the New York Times, PBS, and CNN. 

Thanks to the courage of these individuals 
and many others like them, we are now as 
close to full integration as we have ever been, 
and continue to gain ground on that ultimate 
goal. 

As President Obama recently stated during 
his unveiling of his new budget proposal, ‘‘the 
most important tool to combat poverty is a 
world class education.’’ Prior to November 14, 
1960, African Americans were a long way 
from having the opportunity to receive a world 

class education. Although the desegregation 
of schools did not instantly give African Ameri-
cans a high quality education, it was the first 
step in a long battle for equality in educational 
opportunities. Without the events that took 
place on November 14, 1960, and the bravery 
of Ruby Bridges, Barbara Henry, Hamilton 
Holmes, and Charlayne Hunter, we would not 
be where we are today in relation to edu-
cational equality for African Americans. As a 
member of the House Judiciary Committee, I 
urge my colleagues to support this resolution. 

Ms. FUDGE. I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. 
FUDGE) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 901, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

HONORING MEDGAR EVERS 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 1022) 
honoring the life and sacrifice of 
Medgar Evers and congratulating the 
United States Navy for naming a sup-
ply ship after Medgar Evers. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1022 

Whereas Medgar Evers was born on July 2, 
1925, in Decatur, Mississippi; 

Whereas Mr. Evers was hired by Dr. Theo-
dore Roosevelt Mason Howard to sell insur-
ance for the Magnolia Mutual Life Insurance 
Company; 

Whereas Mr. Evers was inducted into 
United States Army in 1943 and fought in the 
Battle of Normandy; 

Whereas Dr. Howard, as President of the 
Regional Council of Negro Leadership, 
helped to introduce Mr. Evers to civil rights 
activism; 

Whereas Mr. Evers applied to the then-seg-
regated University of Mississippi School of 
Law in February 1954; 

Whereas Mr. Evers’ application was re-
jected resulting in a National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
campaign to desegregate the school; 

Whereas Mr. Evers was hired as a field sec-
retary for the NAACP; 

Whereas Mr. Evers was the target of a 
number of death threats as a result of his ac-
tivism; 

Whereas, on May 28, 1963, a Molotov cock-
tail was thrown into the carport of Mr. 
Evers’s home and five days before his death 
Mr. Evers was assaulted by a car outside of 
an NAACP office; 

Whereas Mr. Evers was assassinated in the 
driveway of his home in Jackson after re-
turning from a meeting with NAACP lawyers 
on June 12, 1963; 

Whereas this assassination occurred just 
hours after President John F. Kennedy’s 
speech on national television in support of 
civil rights; 

Whereas the death of Mr. Evers helped to 
prompt President John F. Kennedy to ask 
Congress for a comprehensive civil rights 
bill; 

Whereas that bill, the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, was signed into law by President Lyn-
don Johnson; 

Whereas Mr. Evers’ assassination has been 
memorialized in numerous popular songs, 
movies, and written pieces; 

Whereas in 1969, Medgar Evers College was 
established in Brooklyn, New York, as part 
of the City University of New York; 

Whereas, on June 28, 1992, the city of Jack-
son, Mississippi erected a statue in honor of 
Mr. Evers; 

Whereas in December 2004, the Jackson 
City Council changed the name of the city’s 
airport to Jackson-Evers International Air-
port; and 

Whereas, on October 9, 2009, Secretary of 
the Navy Ray Mabus announced that the 
United States Naval Ship (USNS) Medgar 
Evers (T–AKE–13), a Lewis and Clark-class 
dry cargo ship, will be named after Mr. 
Evers: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) honors the life and sacrifice of Medgar 
Evers; 

(2) recognizes the important role Mr. Evers 
played in securing civil rights for all people 
in the United States; and 

(3) congratulates the United States Navy 
for honoring Medgar Evers by naming the 
United States Naval Ship Medgar Evers after 
him. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
to revise and extend their remarks, and 
include extraneous material on the res-
olution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, as we begin Black His-

tory Month, I rise in support of H. Res. 
1022, to honor the life of Medgar Evers 
and congratulate the United States 
Navy for naming a ship in his honor. 

Medgar Evers was born in Decatur, 
Mississippi, on July 2, 1925, and he was 
murdered on June 12, 1963, in the drive-
way of his Jackson, Mississippi, home. 
His upbringing was marked by the rac-
ism and violence of that time. Before 
Evers even reached high school, he had 
endured the lynching of a close family 
friend. 

As a young man, Mr. Evers was deter-
mined to get his education. He earned 
his high school diploma, enduring 
taunts and abuse from white school-
children. 

In 1943, he was drafted into the Army, 
and he bravely fought for his country 
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at the Battle of Normandy and was 
honorably discharged in 1946. 

Upon his return home, Mr. Evers 
completed a degree in business admin-
istration at Alcorn State University. 
He played football, ran track, joined 
the debate team, and sang in the uni-
versity choir. He married his class-
mate, Myrlie Beasley, in 1951. 

b 1500 
Beside me is a photograph of Medgar 

Evers. He looks to be very fit and fo-
cused, and I daresay Herschel Walker 
has a slight resemblance to Mr. Evers. 
And that is a compliment, by the way. 

After completing that degree and 
getting married, Mr. Evers then moved 
to Mound Bayou, Mississippi, and 
joined the Regional Council of Negro 
Leadership. He helped organize a boy-
cott of service stations that denied Af-
rican Americans use of their rest-
rooms. In 1954, the year I was born, Mr. 
Evers applied to the segregated Univer-
sity of Mississippi School of Law. When 
his application was rejected, he became 
the focus of an NAACP campaign to de-
segregate the school. 

He was hired as the NAACP’s first 
field secretary in Mississippi. Mr. 
Evers was instrumental in deseg-
regating the University of Mississippi, 
and gained prominence through his 
work with the NAACP. As his fame and 
success grew, so did the danger that he 
faced. Death threats became common-
place. But he persisted, a true Amer-
ican pioneer. In May of 1963, a Molotov 
cocktail was thrown into the carport of 
his home. And then 5 days before his 
death, he was nearly run over by a car 
outside of a NAACP office. 

On June 12, 1963, while carrying T- 
shirts that read, quote, ‘‘Jim Crow 
Must Go,’’ Medgar Evers was assas-
sinated in the driveway of his home in 
Jackson, Mississippi. Just hours ear-
lier, President John F. Kennedy had 
delivered his speech in support of civil 
rights legislation on national tele-
vision. Evers’ assassination is said to 
have helped prompt President Kennedy 
to ask for a comprehensive civil rights 
bill, which became the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, and which was an historic and 
mighty blow to the institutionalized 
racism in America. Mr. Evers was bur-
ied in Arlington National Cemetery, 
and received full military honors in 
front of a crowd of about 3,000 people. 

This resolution, Mr. Speaker, not 
only honors the life and sacrifice of Mr. 
Evers, but it also commends the Navy 
for its recent decision to name a ship 
in his honor. On October 9, 2009, Sec-
retary of the Navy Ray Mabus an-
nounced the United States Naval Ship 
MEDGAR EVERS, a Lewis and Clark- 
class dry cargo ship. 

For decades, Medgar Evers’ legacy 
has inspired Americans. He fought dili-
gently for what was right, and gave his 
life to the cause of civil rights. His life 
has been memorialized in song, in film, 
in sculpture, and now by the United 
States Navy. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to insert at 
this point in the RECORD an exchange 

of letters between House Judiciary 
Committee Chairman JOHN CONYERS 
and House Armed Services Committee 
Chairman IKE SKELTON. I am privileged 
to serve on both of these very impor-
tant committees. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 28, 2010. 

Hon. JOHN CONYERS, Jr., 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: On January 20, 2010, 
the House Resolution 1022, ‘‘Honoring the 
life and sacrifice of Medgar Evers and con-
gratulating the United States Navy for nam-
ing a supply ship after Medgar Evers,’’ was 
introduced in the House. As you know, this 
measure was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

Our Committee recognizes the importance 
of H. Res. 1022 and the need for the legisla-
tion to move expeditiously. Therefore, while 
we have a valid claim to jurisdiction over 
this legislation, the Committee on Armed 
Services will waive further consideration of 
H. Res. 1022. I do so with the understanding 
that by waiving further consideration of the 
resolution, the Committee does not waive 
any future jurisdictional claims over similar 
measures. 

I would appreciate the inclusion of this let-
ter and a copy of your response in the Con-
gressional Record during consideration of 
the measure on the House floor. 

Very truly yours, 
IKE SKELTON, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, DC, February 2, 2010. 

Hon. IKE SKELTON, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House 

of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 

letter regarding your Committee’s jurisdic-
tional interest in H. Res 1022, Honoring the 
life and sacrifice of Medgar Evers and con-
gratulating the United States Navy for nam-
ing a supply ship after Medgar Evers. 

I appreciate your willingness to support 
expediting floor consideration of this impor-
tant resolution today. I understand and 
agree that this is without prejudice to your 
Committee’s jurisdictional interests in this 
or similar legislation in the future. 

Per your request, I will include a copy of 
your letter and this response in the Congres-
sional Record in the debate on the resolu-
tion. Thank you for your cooperation as we 
work towards passing this resolution. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN CONYERS, Jr., 

Chairman. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
important resolution, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I support House Resolution 1022. This 
resolution honors the life and sacrifice 
of Medgar Evers, and also it congratu-
lates the United States Navy for nam-
ing a supply ship after Mr. Evers in 
2009. Known today for his struggles in 
the civil rights movement in Mis-
sissippi and his untimely death at the 
hands of an assassin, Medgar Evers left 

behind an impressive record of achieve-
ment. 

He was born in 1925 near Decatur, 
Mississippi, and he entered the United 
States Army in 1943 and served in Nor-
mandy in World War II. He received a 
B.A. degree in 1952, and began to estab-
lish local chapters of the NAACP. He 
organized boycotts of gasoline stations 
that refused to allow blacks to use the 
restrooms there. In 1954, he applied to 
the then-segregated University of Mis-
sissippi School of Law. And when his 
application was rejected, he filed a law-
suit against the university. He became 
the focus of the NAACP effort to deseg-
regate the school, a case aided by the 
United States Supreme Court in a rul-
ing of Brown v. Board of Education 
that segregation was unconstitutional. 

Evers and his wife eventually moved 
to Jackson, Mississippi, where they 
worked together to set up an NAACP 
office. Evers began investigating vio-
lent crimes committed against African 
Americans, and sought ways to prevent 
them in the future. His boycott of 
Jackson, Mississippi merchants in the 
early 1960s attracted national media 
attention. And his efforts to have 
James Meredith admitted to the Uni-
versity of Mississippi in 1962 led to 
much needed Federal help. Due in part 
to Mr. Evers’ work, Meredith was ad-
mitted to the University of Mississippi. 

On June 12, 1963, Evers returned 
home just after midnight from a series 
of NAACP functions, and he was leav-
ing his car with a handful of T-shirts 
that read, ‘‘Jim Crow Must Go.’’ When 
he was leaving his vehicle, he was shot 
in the back by an assassin. His wife and 
children, who had been waiting for 
him, found him bleeding to death on 
the doorstep some 30 feet from where 
he was gunned down. Shortly there-
after, he died. 

The death of Mr. Evers helped 
prompt President John F. Kennedy and 
others to ask Congress to pass a com-
prehensive civil rights bill. And in 1964, 
the Civil Rights Act was signed into 
law. In the years following his death, a 
number of songs, books, and movies 
paid tribute to Mr. Evers’ sacrifice and 
his peaceful pursuit of justice and 
equality for all Americans. Mr. Evers is 
quoted as saying, ‘‘When you hate, the 
only one that suffers is you, because 
most of the people you hate don’t know 
it, and the rest don’t care.’’ He also 
continually advised that violence is 
not the way. 

His life serves as an inspiration to all 
Americans on how citizens can use 
peaceful and democratic means to ef-
fect a positive change within our de-
mocracy. I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting this resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I yield 3 

minutes to the gentlewoman from the 
great city of Washington, D.C. I would 
point out that she is a civil rights leg-
end of her own accord. 

Ms. NORTON. I thank the generous 
gentleman from Georgia and our col-
league on the other side as well for 
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their words and for bringing forward 
this resolution honoring the United 
States Navy, and especially honoring 
Medgar Evers. 

There is some context that is nec-
essary here. Mississippi was not only 
late to the civil rights movement, Mis-
sissippi was last to the civil rights 
movement. And there was a reason for 
that. Because it was delayed. Remem-
ber the sit-ins began February 1960, 
just 50 years ago. That was celebrated 
just yesterday with the opening of a 
civil rights museum in Greensboro. 
Years passed. And you did not see 
young people coming forward in Mis-
sissippi, young and foolish, and a 
young law student, because Mississippi 
was so heralded for its reputation for 
violently opposing civil rights. That is 
where I wanted to be. 

From my first day in Mississippi in 
June of 1963, I was baptized by crisis. I 
spent the day with Medgar Evers. I was 
only a second-year law student, but 
there were so few people with the skills 
associated with lawyers who had been 
in the movement, that he tried to get 
me to stay in Jackson. But I had com-
mitted to Bob Moses, the legendary 
head of a tiny movement in the delta 
area of Mississippi, to go to the Mis-
sissippi delta. 

I spent the day with Medgar Evers 
taking me around to meet members of 
the movement, to try to get me to re-
main, and finally depositing me at— 
was it a Greyhound or a Trailways bus 
station? I do not recall. But he put me 
on that bus, he went home, and he was 
assassinated in his own driveway. I had 
learned about it the next morning 
when a tiny little girl came to wake 
me up in a sharecropper’s house who 
had accommodated me as a member of 
the movement to say that Mr. Evers 
has been shot. The moment exists in 
my brain and in my heart to this very 
moment, that unspeakable moment. 

Mr. Speaker, I was a member of the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com-
mittee. John Lewis was the chair of 
SNCC at that time. Young people had 
come forward to risk arrest and beat-
ings literally in every State of the 
union except Mississippi. But there was 
nobody like the four young students in 
Greensboro who stepped forward in 
1960. And yet I come to Mississippi in 
1963, and I assure you not to sit in. But 
there hadn’t been a single sit-in in Mis-
sissippi. So here came a middle-aged 
father and husband and said, ‘‘Okay, I 
will lead the sit-ins in the biggest city 
in Mississippi.’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I yield the 
gentlewoman 1 additional minute. 

Ms. NORTON. Medgar Evers was not 
a student. He was not young and fool-
ish the way the students were. He had 
a lot to risk, and he risked it all. He 
and a very few others stepped forward 
to do that first sit-in at a Woolworth’s. 
He paid a price that day. They were 
beat horribly. And he paid the ultimate 
price when they took his life in that 
driveway. 

It is time for the United States of 
America now to step forward, as 
Medgar Evers did, and recognize this 
one of a kind American hero. I applaud 
our country and our Navy for naming a 
United States Naval ship the MEDGAR 
EVERS. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of H. Res 1022, to honor 
the life and sacrifices of Medgar Evers as well 
as his contributions to the African American 
Civil Rights Movement. 

Evers was born in segregated Decatur, Mis-
sissippi, on July 2, 1925, and had to deal with 
daily threats, insults and institutionalized dis-
crimination and racism. Like many of his fellow 
African Americans, Evers returned to the 
United States after serving in France during 
World War II only to learn that nothing had 
changed for African Americans. 

Despite this, Evers went to Acorn College in 
Lorman, Mississippi, and received his BA in 
Business Administration, an amazing accom-
plishment for any African American at the 
time. He went on to marry his classmate and 
sweetheart, Mrylie Beasley. 

The young couple moved to Mound Bayou, 
Mississippi, where Evers worked at the Mag-
nolia Mutual Life Insurance Company. The 
president of the company, Dr. T.R.M. Howard, 
also served as president of the Regional 
Council of Negro Leadership, and helped to 
introduce Mr. Evers to civil rights activism. 
Evers became heavily involved in successful 
boycotts of service stations that denied Blacks 
to use their restrooms throughout the state. 

Evers went on to work as a member of the 
Mississippi NAACP as its field secretary and 
had an instrumental role in the desegregation 
of the University of Mississippi, which led to 
constant threats against his life and his family. 
On June 12, 1963, at the age of 37, Medgar 
Evers was shot outside his home. He died 50 
minutes later in the hospital. His murderer, 
Bryan De La Beckwith, went to trial twice be-
fore finally being found guilty of murder and 
being sent to prison on February 5, 1994, 
three decades after Evers’ death. 

Medgar Evers, in life and in death, left an 
impact on America. His death helped prompt 
President John F. Kennedy to ask Congress 
for a comprehensive civil rights bill, one that 
would be passed during the Johnson adminis-
tration and finally ended legal segregation in 
the United States. 

I commend Representative HENRY JOHNSON 
of Georgia’s Fourth Congressional District for 
introducing this important piece of legislation 
to the House and I urge my colleagues to join 
me in voting for this measure. 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
today, we recognize a brave martyr of the civil 
rights movement, Medgar Evers, who also is 
being honored by the U.S. Navy with the nam-
ing of a dry cargo ship after him. 

Medgar Evers served his country in the U.S. 
Army during World War II and fought to lib-
erate Europe at the Battle of Normandy. After 
he was honorably discharged in 1946, he re-
turned home to Mississippi to find racial dis-
crimination and rampant prejudice. This injus-
tice compelled him to fight another battle, this 
time for civil rights and racial equality at home. 
As NAACP’s first field secretary in Mississippi, 
he played a leading role in desegregating the 
University of Mississippi in 1962, as well as 
led a public investigation into the murder of 
Emmett Till. 

Medgar Evers received numerous death 
threats, yet he was never deterred. He once 
said, ‘‘You can kill a man, but you can’t kill an 
idea.’’ There is bittersweet truth to his words 
as Evers was murdered in 1963 by one intent 
on maintaining segregation. Although Evers’ 
dedication to ensuring equality cost him his 
life, his sacrifice was not in vain. Following 
Medgar Evers’ death, there was a renewed 
impetus toward passing a civil rights bill, al-
lowing Medgar Evers’ ideas to live on. 

Two months after Evers’ murder, President 
John F. Kennedy, while addressing the U.S. 
Naval Academy, said, ‘‘any man who may be 
asked in this century what he did to make his 
life worthwhile, I think can respond with a 
good deal of pride and satisfaction: ‘I served 
in the United States Navy.’ ’’ 

With the christening of the USNS Medgar 
Evers, there is now a physical link between 
honorable naval service and the courageous 
life of Medgar Evers. I hope that as this ship 
sails from port-to-port, it will remind all nations, 
including our own, of the ultimate sacrifice 
Evers made in the pursuit of justice. 

I want to commend my friend and colleague 
from Georgia, HANK JOHNSON, for introducing 
this resolution, and I urge its adoption by the 
full House. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I stand before you today in support of H. Res. 
1022 ‘‘Honoring the life and sacrifice of 
Medgar Evers and congratulating the United 
States Navy for naming a supply ship after 
Medgar Evers.’’ 

I would like to begin by thanking my col-
league Representative HANK JOHNSON for in-
troducing this resolution in the House, as it is 
important that we honor and remember 
Medgar Evers for his service to the United 
States both on the battlefield as an Army ser-
geant in World War II as well as his service 
to the United States through his leadership in 
the Civil Rights Movement of the 20th Cen-
tury. 

Evers was born in Decatur, Mississippi, to 
Jessie and James Evers in 1925 and grew up 
on his father’s small farm. After reaching ado-
lescence, Evers had a difficult time in obtain-
ing the high school level education he so des-
perately wanted. Evers however was deter-
mined. Every day he would walk 12 miles, 
each way to school and frequently had objects 
thrown at him by White children passing by in 
school buses. 

In addition to the heckling he frequently re-
ceived on his way to school, Evers suffered 
several other seriously traumatic events as a 
child. In one such instance, a close family 
friend was kidnapped, beaten up and lynched 
by a group of White supremacists. Evers was 
shocked when there was no response to this 
horrible attack by any local law enforcement 
officers and no subsequent legal action was 
taken up in the judicial system. 

Evers witnessed several other brutal actions 
taken against local blacks in Decatur, Mis-
sissippi, as a youth. He was once quoted as 
saying: ‘‘I used to watch the Saturday night 
sport of White men trying to run down a Negro 
with their car, or White gangs coming through 
town to beat up a Negro.’’ Evers said that 
sometimes the attackers would even leave the 
dead bodies of Black men out in the streets 
and would hang the bloody clothes in public to 
leave a message of fear. 

Fortunately, Evers was able to keep his 
head high and eventually earned his high 
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school diploma in Decatur, Mississippi, before 
joining the U.S. Army. Evers joined the Army 
during World War II, fought in France, the Eu-
ropean Theatre of WWII and was honorably 
discharged in 1945 as a Sergeant after admi-
rably serving his country. 

After being discharged, Evers attended 
Alcorn College, (now known as Alcorn State 
University) in Lorman, Mississippi and partici-
pated in a wide variety of activities from de-
bate team to the track and football teams. At 
Alcorn College, Evers met and began dating 
Myrlie Beasley. The two were eventually mar-
ried on December 24, 1951. 

Soon after marriage, the couple moved to 
Mound Bayou, Mississippi, where Evers began 
selling insurance for the Magnolia Mutual Life 
Insurance Company. It was there that Evers 
met Dr. Theodore Roosevelt Mason Howard, 
the president of the Regional Council of Negro 
Leadership, RCNL, a civil rights and pro self- 
help organization. Evers soon became a dy-
namic member of the RCNL and thus began 
his political activism career. 

When his application to the then-segregated 
University of Mississippi Law School was re-
jected, Evers filed a lawsuit against the univer-
sity, and became the focus of an NAACP 
campaign to desegregate the university. That 
same year, due to his involvement, the 
NAACP’s National Office suggested he be-
come Mississippi’s first field secretary for the 
NAACP. 

On November 24, 1954, Evers was ap-
pointed Mississippi’s first field secretary for the 
NAACP. After becoming field secretary, Evers 
was involved in a boycott campaign against 
White merchants and was instrumental in 
eventually desegregating the University of Mis-
sissippi when that institution was finally forced 
to enroll James Meredith in 1962. 

Sadly, Evers was assassinated outside his 
home on June 12, 1963, just after returning 
from a meeting with several NAACP lawyers. 
Though he was killed in this tragic attack, the 
legacy that Evers left behind helped to change 
the course of history and left a strong impact 
on the Civil Rights Movement. 

Designated T–AKE 13, Medgar Evers will 
be the 13th ship of the class, and is being 
built by General Dynamics NASSCO in San 
Diego. As a combat logistics force ship, 
Medgar Evers will help the Navy maintain a 
worldwide forward presence by delivering am-
munition, food, fuel, and other dry cargo to 
U.S. and allied ships at sea. 

As part of Military Sealift Command’s Naval 
Fleet Auxiliary Force, Medgar Evers will be 
designated as a United States Naval Ship, 
USNS, and will be crewed by 124 civil service 
mariners and 11 Navy sailors. The ship is de-
signed to operate independently for extended 
periods at sea, can carry a helicopter, is 689 
feet in length, has an overall beam of 106 
feet, has a navigational draft 30 feet, displaces 
approximately 42,000 tons, and is capable of 
reaching a speed of 20 knots using a single- 
shaft, diesel-electric propulsion system. 

Because of the extensive role Evers had in 
the Civil Rights Movement and because of his 
exemplary service in the Armed Forces during 
World War II, it is important that we recognize 
this hero for his service to our Nation. I ask 
my colleagues for their support of this resolu-
tion and ask for their continued support of 
similar national heroes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, before I yield back I will say that if 
Medgar Evers were alive today, he 
would be fighting alongside Delegate 
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON for freedom 
in Washington, D.C. What I am talking 
about is the ability of residents of 
Washington, D.C., to be able to vote, to 
have a Congressperson who has full 
voting rights in this body. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I will yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHN-
SON) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 
1022. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

b 1515 

NATIONAL STALKING AWARENESS 
MONTH 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 960) ex-
pressing support for designation of 
January 2010 as ‘‘National Stalking 
Awareness Month’’ to raise awareness 
and encourage prevention of stalking. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 960 

Whereas in a 1-year period, an estimated 
3,400,000 people in the United States reported 
being stalked, and 75 percent of victims are 
stalked by someone who is not a stranger; 

Whereas 81 percent of women, who are 
stalked by an intimate partner, are also 
physically assaulted by that partner, and 76 
percent of women, who are killed by an inti-
mate partner, were also stalked by that inti-
mate partner; 

Whereas 11 percent reported having been 
stalked for more than 5 years and one-fourth 
of victims reported having been stalked al-
most every day; 

Whereas 1 in 4 victims reported that stalk-
ers had used technology, such as e-mail or 
instant messaging, to follow and harass 
them, and 1 in 13 said stalkers had used elec-
tronic devices to intrude on their lives; 

Whereas stalking victims are forced to 
take drastic measures to protect themselves, 
such as changing jobs, obtaining protection 
orders, relocating, and changing their identi-
ties; 

Whereas 1 in 7 victims moved in an effort 
to escape their stalker; 

Whereas approximately 130,000 victims re-
ported having been fired or asked to leave 
their job because of the stalking, and about 
1 in 8 lost time from work because they 
feared for their safety or were taking steps, 
such as seeking a restraining order, to pro-
tect themselves; 

Whereas less than half of victims report 
stalking to police and only 7 percent con-

tacted a victim service provider, shelter, or 
hotline; 

Whereas stalking is a crime that cuts 
across race, age, culture, gender, sexual ori-
entation, physical and mental ability, and 
economic status; 

Whereas stalking is a crime under Federal 
law and under the laws of all 50 States, the 
United States Territories, the District of Co-
lumbia, and the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice; 

Whereas there are national organizations, 
local victim service organizations, prosecu-
tors’ offices, and law enforcement agencies 
that stand ready to assist stalking victims 
and who are working diligently to craft com-
petent, thorough, and innovative responses 
to stalking; 

Whereas there is a need to enhance the 
criminal justice system’s response to stalk-
ing and stalking victims, including aggres-
sive investigation and prosecution, and in-
crease the availability of victim services 
across the country tailored to meet the 
needs of stalking victims; 

Whereas, 2010 marks 10 years in which the 
Stalking Resource Center has increased na-
tional awareness of stalking and enhanced 
local responses to stalking victims through 
training over 35,000 law enforcement, pros-
ecutors, victim service providers, and other 
community stakeholders, and provided as-
sistance to jurisdictions working to enhance 
their stalking laws; and 

Whereas January 2010 would be an appro-
priate month to designate as ‘‘National 
Stalking Awareness Month’’: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the designation of ‘‘National 
Stalking Awareness Month’’ to educate the 
people of the United States about stalking; 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States to applaud the efforts of the many 
victim service providers, law enforcement, 
prosecutors, national and community orga-
nizations, and private sector supporters for 
their efforts in promoting awareness about 
stalking; 

(3) encourages policymakers, criminal jus-
tice officials, victim service and social serv-
ice agencies, colleges and universities, non-
profits, and others to recognize the need to 
increase awareness of stalking and the avail-
ability of services for stalking victims; and 

(4) urges national and community organi-
zations, businesses in the private sector, and 
the media to promote awareness of the crime 
of stalking through ‘‘National Stalking 
Awareness Month’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 960 expresses 

support for January 2010, being des-
ignated as ‘‘National Stalking Aware-
ness Month.’’ Every year, Mr. Speaker, 
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