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budget? Madam Speaker, it’s time for
Congress to consider a budget, one that
puts taxpayers, not big government,
first.

——
CHECK THE DEBT

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
share the concerns many Americans
have about our country’s financial fu-
ture. I often hear from Ohioans who are
worried about the financial burden we
are leaving for the next generation.
They want to know if there’s anything
they can do to help. That is why yes-
terday I introduced the Check the Debt
Act.

This bill would add a ‘‘check the
debt” box to our annual tax forms.
This would allow individuals to con-
tribute $3 to help pay down the na-
tional debt, without adding to their tax
bill. This option would be similar to
the public financing of campaigns
check, where a check the box is already
available on tax forms. Nearly 33 mil-
lion people each year respond to public
campaign financing without adding to
their tax bill. This raises nearly $100
million annually for campaign financ-
ing.

That kind of money is a step in the
right direction. It will enable and en-
courage Americans to lend a hand in
paying down our debt. The $13 trillion
debt our country has built up over the
last several decades will not go away
overnight, but we must start some-
where.

————

BULGARIA’S HISTORIC
ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, 20 years ago today, I served as
an election observer in Bulgaria on be-
half of the International Republican
Institute, IRI. It was a life-changing
dream come true for me to experience
firsthand the birth of liberty in a cap-
tive nation which had been subjected
for decades to Nazism and Communism.
As a lifelong Cold Warrior, I always
promoted victory over Communism.

On June 10, 1990, the people of Bul-
garia participated in the first free elec-
tions since the 1930s. It was inspiring to
visit polling places in the Plovdiv re-
gion and witness the young and old
participating freely. The talented peo-
ple of Bulgaria were unshackled. Peo-
ple did not want to be a slavish Soviet
satellite.

Since then, Bulgaria has evolved
from the antiquated, frozen-in-time na-
tion of the 1930s to being a vibrant free
market democracy of today. It is now a
valued member of NATO, with troops
having served in Iraq and Afghanistan.
It is a dynamic member of the Euro-
pean Union.
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In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September
11th in the Global War on Terrorism.
God bless Bulgaria.

———

$250 CHECKS FOR SENIORS

(Mrs. DAHLKEMPER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Mr. Speaker,
today, checks will go in the mail to
189,000 seniors across Pennsylvania, in-
cluding thousands in my district in
Western Pennsylvania. This will help
them pay for prescription drugs. These
$250 checks are on the way to seniors
who fell victim to the prescription drug
donut hole in Medicare. The $250
checks are just the first step in reduc-
ing prescription drug prices for seniors
under the new health care reform. Next
year, seniors in the donut hole will get
a 50 percent discount on name-brand
prescription drugs and a 75 percent dis-
count on generics. The average Penn-
sylvania senior will save $700 next year
on prescription drugs because of the
health care reform bill. This is a down
payment on reducing prescription drug
costs for seniors and eventually closing
the donut hole altogether. I am proud
that our health care reform legislation
is helping seniors during this difficult
time.
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DOING NOTHING

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, once again
the complete lack of leadership dem-
onstrated by the administration on
budget issues is extremely dis-
appointing.

When the President introduced his
budget earlier this year, he projected
trillion dollar deficits for years to
come. To fix the problem, he passed the
buck to a new debt commission. This
week, when Budget Director Peter
Orszag was asked about whether the
administration would send a package
of budget cuts to Congress, he said that
it would be a ‘‘fruitless exercise.”

Certainly Congress controls the
purse, but the President plays a crit-
ical role in providing leadership on
spending issues. I know that House Re-
publicans would support a substantial
package of budget cuts. We are not
going to wait for the President, how-
ever. We are going to keep introducing
sensible measures to reduce spending,
and we are going to let the American
people have their say on the YouCut
Web site.

Our national debt has reached the
level where it is holding back our eco-
nomic growth. We shouldn’t wait any
longer to put the stops on government
spending and borrowing, which is out
of control.
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HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. WALZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, last week 1
had the opportunity to welcome Health
and Human Services Secretary Kath-
leen Sebelius to my district and to the
city of Rochester, Minnesota, home to
the Mayo Clinic, to talk about the
positive influence that the health care
reform bill will have on Medicare re-
form, paying for value over volume and
continuing to provide the highest qual-
ity care to our citizens at the lowest
possible cost.

I also went over with my friend RoON
KIND into La Crosse, Wisconsin, to talk
to seniors. We heard a lot about the
Medicare part D doughnut hole. As my
colleague from Pennsylvania said, this
week $250 rebate checks will be going
to them to allow those seniors who
have worked their entire life to build
this Nation and to prepare for a pros-
perous and comfortable retirement to
be able to pay for that expensive
doughnut hole as it was crafted under
the previous law. There are 63,000 Min-
nesotans who will see that 3 weeks in
advance.

This is just one of the many benefits
that will come to them. It’s absolutely
critical our seniors in this country
hear the facts, the real facts about
health care reform, how it will end up
bringing higher quality of care and
lower costs paying down the national
debt. I am proud that the Secretary
could see that at the world-famous
Mayo Clinic.

———

ISRAEL’S BLOCKADE

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
Israelis check cargo for hidden weapons
that is shipped into Gaza. Last week,
six ships ran the security blockade and
were boarded. People on one ship at-
tacked and stabbed the Israeli soldiers
and beat them with pipes. It was seen
on televisions throughout the world.
Ten Israeli soldiers were injured as
they defended themselves, and, of
course, they have the legal and moral
right of self-defense.

But the hate Israel at any price
crowd denounced the Israelis, and now
our administration is telling Israel
they shouldn’t be so security con-
scious. ‘“‘Back off a little on the block-
ades,” the White House says. And just
so we don’t hurt anybody’s feelings,
the administration is sending $400 mil-
lion to Gaza. Why? What are the Pal-
estinians going to do with that money.
Buy more rockets to shoot into Israel?
Who knows.

Who are we to tell our ally, Israel,
how to secure its borders? We are giv-
ing advice to a country on smuggling
security when we can’t even keep the
smuggling contraband out of our own
country.
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And that’s just the way it is.

IN MEMORY OF GEORGE TILLER

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, in 1970, Dr.
Jack Tiller traveled to a convention in
Canada with his wife and daughter.
Tragically, their plane crashed, leaving
behind his children, George and Diana.

George went to Wichita. He cared for
a sick grandmother and orphaned neph-
ew when they didn’t have anyone else.
He planned to be a dermatologist. In-
stead, he took over his father’s general
practice when he saw that local pa-
tients didn’t have anyone else. Soon
after, women asked him if he would do
what his father did. They were des-
perate women who needed reproductive
control over their lives. George said
yes.

Now you know why George Tiller
began the career that cost him his life,
because he decided he would be there
for women facing a crisis when they
didn’t have anyone else.

————

SPEAKING OUT FOR AMERICA’S
FUTURE

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
the American people demand real
change in Washington. From record
deficit spending to the passage of a
health care bill most Americans don’t
want, there is a serious disconnect be-
tween the congressional agenda and
the desires of the American people.

America Speaking Out is a timely
initiative designed to start an honest
discussion between Americans and
their representatives. Through this in-
novative new forum, the American peo-
ple can give us their priorities and
offer their ideas for a new agenda to
solve the problems that confront our
Nation.

There is a deficit of trust in Con-
gress, and it is only by listening to the
American people that we can earn back
their trust and turn the country in the
right direction.

Check out the Web site,
Speaking Out.

America

————

HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, the historic
health reform passed earlier this year
is already having a positive impact on
millions of American seniors.

Starting today, Medicare will begin
mailing out $250 rebate checks to assist
those who fall into the prescription
drug doughnut hole. In my home State
of California, over 382,000 seniors will
now find it a little bit easier to afford
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lifesaving medicine they need, no
longer making the decision of paying
for medicine, paying for mortgages, or
putting food on the table, but getting
the service they need.

Starting next year, seniors in the
doughnut hole will receive an addi-
tional 50 percent discount on all brand-
name drugs. By the year 2020, the new
law will totally close the doughnut
hole.

But the benefits don’t stop there.
Health reform will provide free preven-
tive care services to all Medicare re-
cipients, and that extends Medicare
solvency by an additional 12 years to
the year 2029.

Those who continue to call for repeal
of reform want to move us back to the
era of higher drug costs and less secu-
rity for seniors. Democrats will con-
tinue to fight to protect our most vul-
nerable Americans.

————

MR. PRESIDENT, WHOSE SIDE ARE
YOU ON?

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. We all agree the loss of
life that occurred last week when a flo-
tilla designed to challenge Israel’s ef-
fective blockade of Gaza ended in mili-
tary confrontation, but Israel has a
right to defend itself.

The history is clear in that region.
Gaza is controlled by a terrorist orga-
nization known as Hamas. Hamas used
Gaza as a launching pad for thousands
of rockets that killed innocent civil-
ians in Israel. Israel responded with
military force and has instituted a
blockade that has saved lives in Gaza
and in Israel.

There’s no humanitarian crisis. Ten
thousand tons of food and medical sup-
plies are transferred into Gaza every
single week.

Remarkably, yesterday, the Presi-
dent said it was time for Israel to
sharply limit its effective blockade in
Gaza saying, ‘“‘The situation in Gaza is
unsustainable.”” The truth is, Mr.
President, your policy in Israel is
unsustainable. The American people
are on the side of Israel and Israel’s
right to defend herself.

Mr. President, whose side are you on?

————
FILLING THE DOUGHNUT HOLE

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, starting
this week, tax-free rebate checks of
$250 will be sent to seniors who have al-
ready hit the part D doughnut hole.
This $250 rebate is a key improvement
to Medicare and the first Medicare ben-
efit of the new health care reform law
to take effect.

These rebates are being sent out 3
months ahead of schedule, and the first
round of checks will reach nearly 80,000
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seniors who are already in the dough-
nut hole. Following this initial round
of rebate checks, additional checks will
be sent to seniors as they hit the
doughnut hole. It’s estimated that 4
million seniors across the country will
receive a $250 rebate check this year.

This is just a first phase of relief for
seniors from prescription drug costs.
Next year, seniors in the doughnut hole
will see a 50 percent discount on brand-
name drugs.

While the Medicare part D prescrip-
tion drug program has helped millions
of seniors obtain prescription drug cov-
erage, seniors who fall into the dough-
nut hole and receive no financial as-
sistance with their prescription drugs
are often forced to put their health in
danger by splitting pills or skipping
treatments altogether to save on costs.

Despite the clear benefits to seniors
from the health care reform legisla-
tion, Republican leaders have now
made it a priority to repeal this land-
mark law, which will take away these
prescription drug cost savings and
other benefits for seniors and millions
of Americans. It is now time that we
implement further reform.

——

FARM BILL ENERGY TITLE

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, one of the most difficult challenges
facing our Nation’s future is providing
clean, affordable, and reliable energy.
The 2008 Farm Bill Energy Title pro-
vided a commitment to farm-based en-
ergy.

While the intent of this agenda was
to expand biofuels in a timely manner,
many of my constituents have ex-
pressed frustration with the slow pace
of USDA’s implementation. Nebraska’s
Third Congressional District is a leader
in biofuels, and I remain committed to
advancing the critical, timely develop-
ment of our Nation’s biofuels industry
while decreasing our Nation’s depend-
ence on foreign oil.

I am confident that we can provide a
cleaner environment and alleviate
some of the economic pain Americans
continue to experience. However, with-
out a strong commitment, our ad-
vanced biofuels industry faces massive
uncertainties, jeopardizing our Na-
tion’s path to energy independence.

——
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. MURPHY of New York asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MURPHY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, today we see the first benefits
from the new health care reform law
that was passed earlier by this Con-
gress and signed into law by the Presi-
dent.

Eighty thousand seniors across
America will be receiving checks that
are being sent out, starting today, for
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