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ably. He was committed to constituent
service and believed that assisting the
hardworking individuals and families
of his district was a real, everyday
good part of his job and was focused on
their first priorities in southern Ari-
zZona.

Mr. Speaker, Jim Kolbe served his
constituents of Arizona in this country
honorably for years, and we support
this resolution.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. TOWNS. In closing, again, I urge
my colleagues to join me in honoring
Jim Kolbe through the passage of H.R.
4495, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
TowNs) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4495.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

HONORING JIMMIE JOHNSON

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 957) honoring Jimmie
Johnson, 2009 NASCAR Sprint Cup
Champion.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 957

Whereas Jimmie Kenneth Johnson, born in
El Cajon, California, and a resident of Char-
lotte, North Carolina, successfully defended
his Sprint Cup Championships from 2006,
2007, and 2008;

Whereas Jimmie Johnson becomes the first
driver in NASCAR history to win the Sprint
Cup Championship in 4 consecutive seasons,
surpassing the previous record of 3 straight
by Cale Yarborough;

Whereas Jimmie Johnson’s #48 Lowe’s
Chevrolet is backed by the finest team in
motorsports, including Crew Chief Chad
Knaus, Team Owner Rick Hendrick, and Car
Owner, and racing legend Jeff Gordon;

Whereas Jimmie Johnson’s life story is the
embodiment of the American dream, rising
from humble roots to the pinnacle of his pro-
fession;

Whereas Jimmie Johnson and his wife
Chandra founded the Jimmie Johnson Foun-
dation to provide assistance to disadvan-
taged children in pursuit of their dreams;

Whereas Jimmie Johnson, now regarded as
perhaps the greatest driver in the sport’s his-
tory, is universally regarded as humble and
gracious, unaffected by the enormity of his
achievements; and

Whereas Jimmie Kenneth Johnson’s re-
markable contributions to NASCAR and the
communities of El Cajon, California, and
Charlotte, North Carolina: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives honors the historic achievements of
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Jimmie Kenneth Johnson and the #48 Lowe’s
Chevrolet team.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. TowNS) and the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. TOWNS. I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government
Reform, I am proud to present House
Resolution 957 for consideration.

This resolution honors Jimmie Ken-
neth Johnson and the No. 48 Lowe’s
Chevrolet team for winning the
NASCAR Sprint Cup Championship in
2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009.

H. Res. 957 was introduced by my col-
league, Representative PATRICK
MCHENRY of North Carolina, on Decem-
ber 8, 2009, and favorably reported out
of the House Oversight Committee by a
voice vote on January 27, 2010. In addi-
tion, H. Res. 957 enjoys the support of
more than 60 Members of Congress.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution con-
gratulates Jimmie Johnson for winning
a historic fourth consecutive NASCAR
Sprint Cup Championship. By winning
the 2009 championship, Mr. Johnson be-
comes the first driver in history to win
the Sprint Cup Championship four con-
secutive times, breaking Cale Yar-
borough’s previous record of three
straight championships.

In true American fashion, Mr. John-
son, a native of El Cajon, California,
and a resident of Charlotte, North
Carolina, rose from humble roots to
the pinnacle of the NASCAR world.
This year Mr. Johnson accomplished
something no other driver in NASCAR
history has accomplished. Not only has
he won the last four NASCAR Sprint
Cup Championships but has done so
with unwavering poise, class, and hu-
mility.

To put Mr. Johnson’s unprecedented
achievement in context, only NASCAR
legends Lee Petty, Richard Petty,
David Pearson, Cale Yarborough, Dar-
rell Waltrip, Dale Earnhardt Sr., and
Jeff Gordon have won more than two
NASCAR Sprint Cup Championships in
their career. Furthermore, Mr. John-
son’s most recent NASCAR Sprint Cup
series championship ties him with
teammate Jeff Gordon on the list of
all-time champions.

Mr. Speaker, I would be remiss if I
failed to take this opportunity to also
congratulate all of the people who
helped Mr. Johnson, of course, win. Mr.
Johnson’s success would not have been
possible without the help of crew chief
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Chad Knaus, team owner Rick
Hendrick, and, of course, car owner and
racing legend Jeff Gordon, and the
countless other team members who
helped Mr. Johnson win the last four
NASCAR Sprint Cup Championships.

Beyond his impressive accomplish-
ments on the race track, Mr. Johnson
has never forgotten his humble begin-
nings and continues to give back to the
community, and I think that is so im-
portant.

In 2006, Mr. Johnson and his wife,
Chandra, founded the Jimmie Johnson
Foundation, which is dedicated to as-
sisting children, families, and commu-
nities in need throughout the United
States. The foundation helps build
places to play and places to live, saves
lives through blood collection and add-
ing individuals to the National Bone
Marrow Program registry, and helps
grant the wishes of children and adults
who are in need. Since its inception
nearly 4 years ago, the Jimmie John-
son Foundation has contributed more
than $2 million to various organiza-
tions.

Mr. Speaker, for his racing accom-
plishments and his charitable efforts,
let us, as a body, take this opportunity
to congratulate Jimmie Johnson, the
Associated Press Male Athlete of 2009,
and of course the Lowe’s Chevrolet
team, for winning the NASCAR Sprint
Cup Championship in 2006, 2007, 2008,
and 2009.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting H. Res. 957. And I say to the
gentleman from North Carolina, this is
a great thing. And, of course, some-
times we do not pay tribute to people
that need to have tribute paid to them,
but this is a person that has accom-
plished great things, and I am happy
my colleague (Mr. MCHENRY) has rec-
ommended that we recognize this ef-
fort.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCHENRY. I thank the chairman
for his kind words.

Today, Mr. Speaker, I rise in support
of the resolution honoring the accom-
plishments of Jimmie Johnson, the 2009
NASCAR Sprint Cup champion. Now,
this is a politically charged issue for
my district because I represent a num-
ber of drivers and a number of
NASCAR teams; and to honor any one
of them, well, it’s tough. It’s like base-
ball in certain areas of the country or
football or college football or college
basketball in North Carolina. But
NASCAR teams are real and potent in
my district.

But this is a special resolution be-
cause Jimmie Johnson has achieved
something no one else in NASCAR his-
tory has achieved, and that is four
straight championships. He is with a
great team, with a great crew chief,
Chad Knaus. Powered by Hendrick
Motor Sports and Chevrolet, the No. 48
Lowe’s Chevy has done something
unique in NASCAR history.

Jimmie Johnson started out in very
humble roots in El Cajon, California;
and now he resides in my home State
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of North Carolina. He grew up in a
working-class suburb, the son of a bull-
dozer operator and school bus driver
who raised Jimmie Johnson and his
two younger brothers in a modest
home and made financial sacrifices to
give their sons the best opportunity to
pursue their passions; and for Jimmie,
that was racing.

His love of speed was evident even
from the time he was just a young
child. He began his racing career on
50cc motorcycles when he was just 5
years old. From there, he moved up to
four-wheelers where he found his true
calling with four wheels—not two—and
moved into his 2002 rookie season in
NASCAR at the top level of the series.
And he became the first rookie to
sweep both races at one track, and that
was done at Dover International Speed-
way in 2002. He also became the first
rookie ever to lead in the point stand-
ings; and to date, that remains the
case. He is still the only one in their
rookie season to lead the point stand-
ing.

And he is named the Male Athlete of
2009 by the Associated Press, the 2009
Sprint Cup Series Driver of the Year,
and was contender for Driver of the
Decade for the 2000s.

In 2006, together with his wife,
Chandra, he founded the Jimmie John-
son Foundation to assist children, fam-
ilies, and communities in need
throughout the United States.

Jimmie rose from humble roots and
achieved the pinnacle of success. Now
he is on for the Drive for Five. He
wants five in a row. His story is truly
an embodiment of the American
Dream. Jimmie Johnson and the No. 48
Lowe’s Chevy have made history by
being a part of the Nation’s number
one spectator sport.

NASCAR represents the best of
American professional sports, espe-
cially in my region. They’re un-

matched by the loyalty of their fans
and participation by Fortune 500 com-
panies more so than any other sport.
And with the iconic Daytona 500 quick-
ly approaching in just over a week’s
time, please join me in honoring
Jimmie Johnson for his seven wins, 16
top fives, 24 top tens, an unmatched
Race for the Chase. In the final 10 races
of 2009, he had an average Chase finish
of 6.8, which is absolutely amazing con-
sidering the competition they cur-
rently have in NASCAR.

And we pay honor to Jimmie John-
son, Chad Knaus, and the whole crew of

the No. 48 Chevrolet sponsored by
Lowe’s.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, again, I
encourage my friends on both sides of
the aisle to join me in congratulating
Jimmie Johnson and the Lowe’s Chev-
rolet team on the impressive accom-
plishment through the passage of
House Resolution 957, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
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the gentleman from New York (Mr.
TowNs) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 957.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

NORTH AMERICAN INCLUSION
MONTH

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1014) recognizing and
supporting the goals and ideals of
North American Inclusion Month.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 1014

Whereas one in every five Americans strug-
gles with some sort of disability, be it intel-
lectual, physical or otherwise, and the need
for inclusion of individuals with disabilities
is a family, community, and national pri-
ority;

Whereas a similar ratio exists in the Jew-
ish community, with over one million Jewish
individuals living with a form of disability;

Whereas individuals with disabilities face
significant disadvantages in educational and
employment opportunities;

Whereas 70 percent of individuals with dis-
abilities are unemployed or significantly un-
deremployed;

Whereas special education and related pro-
gramming do not address underlying needs
for appropriate training to lead to greater
independence and employment;

Whereas Yachad, the National Jewish
Council for Disabilities, and its parent orga-
nization, the Union of Orthodox Jewish Con-
gregations of America, is dedicated to ad-
dressing the needs of all individuals with dis-
abilities and including them in the Jewish
community;

Whereas Yachad provides programming for
individuals with disabilities and their fami-
lies to foster inclusion in communal hap-
penings and assists in placing individuals
with disabilities in employment; and

Whereas Yachad and the Union of Ortho-
dox Jewish Congregations of America are co-
sponsoring North American Inclusion Month
in February to increase public awareness of
the life circumstances of individuals with
disabilities, and the need for increased em-
ployment opportunities, better special edu-
cation and increased inclusion of these indi-
viduals on the family, communal, and na-
tional levels: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives recognizes and supports the goals and
ideals of North American Inclusion Month.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. TowNs) and the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and to extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the House
Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, I am pleased to present
H. Res. 1014 for consideration. This res-
olution draws public attention to the
need for inclusion of individuals with
disabilities into the greater commu-
nity.

I introduced H. Res. 1014 on January
13, 2010, and the measure was favorably
reported out of the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform by unan-
imous consent on January 27, 2010. I am
proud to say that the measure has bi-
partisan support from 59 Members of
Congress.

Mr. Speaker, one in every five Ameri-
cans has some form of disability. They
face great difficulty in everyday life
and significant disadvantages in edu-
cation and employment. Men and
women around the country work hard
in areas like special education, job
training, rehabilitation, and other ef-
forts to address the needs of individ-
uals with disabilities, and we can all be
very proud of their work. But we
should be sure to remember that indi-
viduals with disabilities still face a
great deal of hardship.

These are our friends, our neighbors,
and our family members and, of course,
many, many, many times people that
we see on a daily basis. They are our
veterans. We must be sure to do our
part to include these individuals in all
facets of life.

North American Inclusion Month,
recognized during the month of Feb-
ruary, was first created in 2005, by
Yachad, the Hebrew word for ‘‘to-
gether,” the National Jewish Council
for Disabilities, and its parent organi-
zation, the Union of Orthodox Jewish
Congregations of America. I would like
to thank these groups for all the hard
work they have done to educate people
on this important issue, particularly in
my district in Brooklyn.

In closing, I would also like to thank
the gentleman from California, Con-
gressman IssA, who has worked very
closely with me on this issue. And, of
course, I really appreciate his involve-
ment and his support to get us where
we are today.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting H. Res. 1014, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the chairman’s very kind and ap-
propriate words. And I, too, rise in sup-
port of House Resolution 1014, recog-
nizing and supporting the goals and
ideals of North American Inclusion
Month, being the month of February.
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