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Senate 
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 19, 2010, at 11 a.m. 

House of Representatives 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2010 

The House met at 10 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. BERKLEY). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 13, 2010. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable SHELLEY 
BERKLEY to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

Rev. Samuel Tialavea, Congrega-
tional Christian Church of American 
Samoa, offered the following prayer: 

God of the faith of our fathers and 
Lord of our homage, we embrace You 
and one another in heart and soul, 
thought and mind, giving You praise 
and trusting Your faithfulness. Bless 
this day and our activity in Your serv-
ice. 

O Lord, help us to remember that 
proclamation from ages past, ‘‘Where 
there is no vision, people perish.’’ 

Enable us, therefore, to be visionary 
in our decisionmaking, particularly 
with those resolved in Your wisdom by 
the leadership of our Nation. Grant 
this Congress the ability to see, the 
faith to believe, and the courage to 
leap forward in their journey of deter-
mination for tranquility and peace, up-
holding those virtues by which all may 

benefit from in our ‘‘home of the brave 
and land of the free.’’ 

God of the Most High, may Your will 
be done, Your vision be known, and 
Your righteousness prevail, both now 
and forever. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
BUTTERFIELD) come forward and lead 
the House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

HONORING REV. SAMUEL TIKERI 
TIALAVEA OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Amer-
ican Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) is 
recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam 

Speaker, it is my great honor and 
pleasure to welcome Rev. Samuel 
Tialavea to the Chamber today. Rev. 

Tialavea, or ‘‘Sam’’ as he is popularly 
known in our Samoan community, is 
from my home district in American 
Samoa. 

Rev. Tialavea is currently the Gen-
eral Secretary of the Congregational 
Christian Church of American Samoa, 
a position he has held now for some 8 
years. He was appointed Secretariat of 
the Partnership Consultation Com-
mittee on Ministry and Mission of the 
United Church of Christ and the Con-
gregational Christian Church, again, a 
post he has held for some 8 years now. 
He was ordained in the mid-1990s, 
where he became pastor of the Bread of 
Life Church in Honolulu prior to his 
election as the General Secretary of 
the CCCAS. 

This is a historic occasion for my dis-
trict. To my knowledge, Rev. Tialavea 
is the first ever Samoan to give the 
opening prayer to begin a regular 
House congressional session. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t acknowl-
edge Rev. Tialavea’s lovely wife, 
Fa’aipoipoga, who is present with us in 
the gallery. Also with her to witness 
this momentous occasion are Rev. 
Elder Leatulagi Faalevao, who is the 
vice chairman of the Congregational 
Christian Church, and his wife, Vagai; 
and Rev. Reupena Alo, who is the as-
sistant to the General Secretary, and 
his wife, Deanne. 

It is my distinct honor and privilege 
again to welcome to the House today 
my good friend, Rev. Samuel Tialavea, 
Sr. 
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PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each 
side of the aisle. 

f 

TAXING BANK BONUSES 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. Yesterday, I intro-
duced H.R. 4414, a bill that imposes a 75 
percent tax on the outside bonuses 
bankers are paying themselves from 
windfall profits earned from massive 
Federal Government support. 

This bill is necessary because bank-
ers are about to pay out some of the 
largest bonuses in history. All banking 
corporations, whether they received di-
rect assistance or not, received sub-
stantial benefits from government bail-
outs. Bankers’ failures to self-regulate, 
let us remember, were the direct result 
of the crisis we’re in today. They need 
to be told that the money they’re mak-
ing is a public trust, not something 
they’ve earned for good behavior. 

Bank profits are the result of a delib-
erate Federal Government policy to re-
store banking capital and ultimately 
investment in American prosperity. 
Banking bonuses have nothing to do 
with these objectives, and payouts to 
bankers are a form of appropriation of 
public wealth. 

Banks could be using their profits to 
do many things to improve the pros-
pects of economic recovery, including 
strengthening their capital base, recog-
nizing and writing off their real estate 
losses, reducing fees charged to cus-
tomers, especially for seniors and 
struggling consumers, and increasing 
lending to small and medium-sized 
companies. 

Support H.R. 1414. 

f 

PEOPLE MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. In 
South Carolina last week, I met with 
people making a difference promoting 
jobs by visiting the OneStop employ-
ment centers across the district. I vis-
ited the directors and staff, desk to 
desk, in Columbia, Lexington, Aiken, 
Barnwell, Orangeburg, Hampton, 
Ridgeland, and Beaufort. I want to 
thank the energetic, optimistic, and 
talented employees and commissioners 
of the Employment Security Commis-
sion for their dedication to helping put 
people back to work. 

Another economic development is 
being announced for South Carolina 
today. The Estill Correctional Facility 
is adding 50 more jobs with a biomass 
contract with Ameresco. We welcome 
the recent economic commitments to 
our State from Four Star Industries, 

Boeing, DHL, Scotsman Ice, Dixie 
Narco, Ameresco at SRS, and now Es-
till Correctional Facility. The com-
bination of low taxes, worker training, 
right-to-work protections, and less reg-
ulatory redtape is a sound recipe to at-
tract business. This commonsense ap-
proach should be applied at the na-
tional level. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

HONORING BOBBY SALCEDO 

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. CHU. I rise today to speak of a 
shocking murder and a tragic loss to 
my California district. On New Year’s 
eve, Bobby Salcedo was in a restaurant 
with family and friends in Durango, 
Mexico when gunmen burst in, took six 
of the men away, and shot each one to 
death execution style. Bobby was only 
33 years old. 

With Bobby, they murdered an exem-
plary U.S. citizen. He was an elected 
member of the El Monte City School 
District Board. He returned to his alma 
mater, Mountain View High School, to 
become its assistant principal. He was 
studying for his doctorate in education 
at UCLA. He dedicated his life to help-
ing youth and was a rising star in our 
community. 

Bobby’s death shows that the vio-
lence done by Mexican drug cartels is 
not in some faraway land; its tentacles 
affect us in the U.S. all too closely. For 
the sake of Bobby Salcedo, we must 
end the violence of the Mexican drug 
cartels. My heart goes out to the fam-
ily. 

f 

THE NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 

(Mr. CAO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CAO. Madam Speaker, the New 
Orleans Saints are having a historic 
season. This success has benefited our 
city tremendously. And with their first 
playoff game kicking off this Saturday, 
I wanted to give constituents a chance 
to honor them. Today’s statement is 
from Jewelyn Wellborn. 

Jewelyn writes: ‘‘The reason we are 
proud of the Saints, the reason we rally 
behind them, has less to do with the 
scoreboard and more to do with the 
heart, soul, and fire of the city. Your 
average New Orleanian is characterized 
by different concepts that seem so op-
posite of one another. There are those 
who have always called New Orleans 
home and some who came for only a 
few years and fell in love. 

‘‘Watching the Saints helps us escape 
from rebuilding, yet reminds us of why 
we came home. The Saints are an exact 
reflection of us, our city, our home, 
and that’s why the Saints are my home 
team.’’ 

HEALTH CARE AND THE ECONOMY 

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speak-
er, the American people continue to 
struggle in this difficult economy. One 
of the counties in my North Carolina 
district is now suffering with the 
State’s highest unemployment rate. 
Yes, people are hurting and need to be 
put back to work. The transformation 
of our Nation’s health care system rep-
resents an enormous opportunity to 
create jobs and fuel economic growth. 

Each year, our health care reform 
plan will create 250,000 to 400,000 jobs. 
These reforms will also allow small 
business to add an estimated 80,000 
jobs. Without these reforms, the health 
care premiums paid by businesses in 
coming years will more than double. 
Money needlessly spent on health care 
premiums by small businesses is really 
needed to hire workers, increase sala-
ries, and refuel the economy. 

Madam Speaker, Americans cannot 
afford the status quo. Doing nothing is 
not an option. I urge my colleagues to 
join us in improving the health care de-
livery system. 

f 

AMERICAN CONSERVATION AND 
CLEAN ENERGY ACT 

(Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, the U.S. is $800 billion 
in debt to China, and yet Congress con-
tinues to spend, having to raise the 
debt limit time and time again. 

We do not grow America’s jobs by 
borrowing hundreds of billions from 
China, sending hundreds of billions of 
dollars to OPEC for oil, or taking hun-
dreds of billions more from Americans 
in new taxes. 

What we can do, however, is by using 
some of our oil off our coast, we can 
use it to create jobs, restore our envi-
ronment, use conservation and new 
technologies to cut waste and improve 
energy efficiency, develop innovative, 
efficient, and clean energy generation 
in all sectors, and rebuild America’s in-
efficient transportation and energy in-
frastructure. 

By putting our resources to work, we 
put millions of Americans to work here 
at home, and all this can be done with-
out raising taxes. I encourage my col-
leagues to join the effort by supporting 
and being cosponsors of H.R. 2227, the 
American Conservation and Clean En-
ergy Independence Act. It’s about new 
jobs for a new, clean America. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACA. The House is back in ses-
sion this week, and at the top of the 
agenda is health care. I am here to 
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