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are not the changes Americans voted
for.

Mr. Speaker, when it comes to the
idea of a spending freeze, this country
needs more than just window dressing.
It needs to return to balanced budgets
and a real focus on job creation.

———

WORKING TOGETHER TO HELP
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENGEL. Tonight, when our
President gives his State of the Union
Address, I'm going to listen very in-
tently. I know that he’s going to talk
about creating jobs, improving the
economy, lowering unemployment, and
also health care reform. Let’s rally be-
hind our President. The people sent us
here to work together in a bipartisan
fashion. Let’s not talk about what is
best politically for this party or that
party, let’s look at what is best for the
American people.

I ask my Republican friends, stop
being the Party of No. Work with us on
health care. We can do it if we all put
our heads together. Let me remind my
friends that the TARP bailout and the
bailout of the banks happened under
President Bush. It was President
Bush’s recommendation, and I and
other Democrats supported it because
it was the right thing to do.

Let’s support the President when he
says the right things, as he will to-
night. Let’s understand that we can
only succeed if we work together. We
were left a mess by the previous admin-
istration. One year to clean it up is not
enough. We prevented a depression.
Now we have to move on. So I ask the
other side of the aisle, please work
with us. Please work with us to help
the American people.

———

VISA FAILURE

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, we Kknow
that the best way to prevent an attack
on U.S. soil is to ensure that terrorists
are stopped before they reach our
shores. Unfortunately, we failed to do
so on Christmas Day and al Qaeda
came close to significant victory.
While the terrorist Abdulmutallab was
noted in a terrorist identity database,
he was not placed on a separate screen-
ing database and his U.S. visa was not
revoked. Clearly, we did not connect
the dots to notice that a man on a U.S.
watch list also held a current U.S. visa.
This has not been the first time terror-
ists have obtained U.S. visas. Several
of the 9/11 hijackers did so as well.

We need to strengthen the visa appli-
cation process. We need to streamline
the intelligence gathering and sharing
process. We need to end the visa lot-
tery. We need to ensure that terrorists
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are turned around before they get to
the airport before they even attempt to
go through security. Were it not for
the quick action of passengers on that
flight, 288 innocent lives would have
been lost. Passengers should not have
to rely on last-minute heroics in order
to travel safely. This administration
must get serious about addressing this
problem.

O 1030

OUR ELECTIONS ARE NOT FOR
SALE

(Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, Justice Brandeis got it right:
democracy or wealth concentrated in
the hands of a few, but not both. And
that’s truer today as the United States
Supreme Court just wiped away dec-
ades of legal precedent, allowing cor-
porations to spend unlimited money
from their treasuries in our elections.

The American people already believe
that corporate special interests and
their lobbyists run the show around
here. I mean, the halls are crawling
with them. But that’s not enough. Now
the Court says to the big banks, the
credit card companies, the drug compa-
nies and to the insurance companies,
Hey, all bets are off, and it’s open sea-
son. Our elections are for sale. So
that’s right. If the corporations don’t
like what this Congresswoman is doing,
they’ll just forget the voters, buy TV
ads, send robocalls, send a lot of mail,
and beat her in November.

A law won’t fix this. We have to fix it
in the Constitution. So today I will in-
troduce a constitutional amendment so
that we, the people, can take back our
elections and our democracy. This is
not the People’s House, Incorporated.
We are the people. It’s our House, it’s
our Constitution, and it’s our elec-
tions. And we intend to take it back
from the United States Supreme Court.

———

CREATING JOBS WHILE CLEANING
UP THE ENVIRONMENT

(Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, since the $862 billion
stimulus bill was signed into law last
February, nearly 3 million more Amer-
icans have lost jobs. The projected def-
icit for this year is $1.3 trillion, second
only to last year’s $1.4 trillion. It’s
time to stop Washington’s wild spend-
ing and start creating hometown jobs.
Families want paychecks, not unem-
ployment checks. That’s why we intro-
duced a bipartisan American Conserva-
tion and Clean Energy Independence
Act, H.R. 2227, which opens up the U.S.
coasts for environmentally responsible
oil and gas exploration.

This bill produces 1.2 million new,
good-paying jobs and an $8 trillion eco-
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nomic boost over 20 years. We will
clean up America’s waterways. We will
clean our air by replacing old coal
plants with new clean coal, nuclear,
wind, solar, and geothermal energy
generation. We will conserve energy by
rebuilding our old infrastructure and a
smart grid. Americans will modernize
buildings to cut energy waste by 25 per-
cent. We stop spending hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars on OPEC oil. We stop
borrowing from China, and we do all of
this without raising a single tax.

Join me in supporting H.R. 2227 with
new jobs for a new energy-independent
America.

———

THE PROPOSED 3-YEAR SPENDING
FREEZE

(Mr. BRIGHT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased that the President, according
to the press reports that we are getting
over the last couple of days, will be
proposing a 3-year freeze on nonsecu-
rity-related discretionary spending.
This is a good and necessary first step
to control government spending and re-
duce budget deficits.

However, our ballooning deficits
mandate that we go even further.
Wasteful and unnecessary programs
need to be ID’d. They need to be re-
duced. They need to be eliminated, and
they need to be eliminated imme-
diately. I have and will consistently
oppose legislation that I believe unnec-
essarily increases Federal spending or
funding programs that do not warrant
support during a recession, even when
they are only a few million dollars.

You know, we must have the mindset
that every little bit counts if we’re
going to be serious about cutting gov-
ernment wasteful spending. I hope the
President goes further in explaining
some of his proposals in the State of
the Union tonight, and I will be listen-
ing very closely with many others.

Yesterday, the Blue Dogs, my col-
leagues, released a set of proposals that
outline the steps that we must take to
have meaningful budget reform. The
President and leadership would be well-
served to adopt and support these pro-
posals in the coming weeks and
months.

————

AMERICAN TAXPAYERS DO NOT
WANT TO FUND ABORTION

(Mrs. SCHMIDT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, last
Friday, almost 500,000 folks gathered at
the Capitol to remind us once again
that all life is precious and that the
unborn are guaranteed the right to life.
While abortion has been allowed in this
country for the past 37 years, Ameri-
cans have made it crystal clear that
they do not want their tax dollars
being used to pay for it.
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For 34 years, the Hyde amendment
has stopped Federal funds from being
used to pay for abortion. The current
bill passed by the Senate will erode
this. This bill will change that long-
standing law and allow for tax dollars
to be used for abortion.

Mr. Speaker, the American people do
not want their money to be used to pay
for abortions. As we continue to debate
the health care bill, we must honor
their wish.

REBUILDING AMERICA’S ECONOMY

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, one year
ago, our economy was on the brink of
collapse; Wall Street was in a down-
ward spiral, credit markets were com-
pletely frozen, and more than 700,000
Americans were losing their jobs every
month. But President Obama and the
Democratic-led Congress responded
quickly and responsibly with historic
measures. These measures may be un-
popular, unpleasant, and expensive, but
they have worked.

I have been meeting recently with
business, labor, and community leaders
throughout my district to get a better
sense of how the recovery is working
for Main Street. My constituents have
made it clear to me that we have made
great progress. Financial and housing
markets have stabilized, monthly job
losses have abated, and banks have
begun to lend again. However, they
also made it clear that they need more
help, and that’s why this Democratic-
led Congress has passed the Jobs for
Main Street Act in the House.

This plan builds economic oppor-
tunity for the long term, creates new
jobs that are sustainable for years
ahead, rebuilds our infrastructure, cre-
ates new energy sources, and develops
the new technologies and innovative
products that we and the world want to
buy. We are committed to rebuilding
America’s economy, putting Americans
back to work and ensuring our Nation’s
economic future.

——————

RECOUPING MONEY LENT TO
WALL STREET

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, tonight
the President of the United States will
be addressing the Nation on where we
are at, how we got here, and what we
must do now to dig out of this eco-
nomic mess.

Well, where are we? We’re coming out
of the deepest worldwide economic
downturn of our time. And how did we
get here? Never forget, never forget
that it was George Bush’s Republican
policies that drove us into the ditch,
and without paying a dime for them.

Republicans gave away huge tax cuts
to the rich, got us into two wars at the
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same time, created the biggest trillion-
dollar prescription drug entitlement
plan in American history, and deregu-
lated the banks on Wall Street who
looted our Treasury. And worse yet,
they borrowed all the money from
China, asking our children and grand-
children to pay it back. The fact is,
we’re cleaning up after the biggest ele-
phant parade in American history. And
never forget these facts.

Well, folks in the middle class res-
cued Wall Street, and now it’s Wall
Street’s turn to turn back the favor.
We want our money back, and that’s
why we are proposing a transfer fee on
all trades on Wall Street speculators.

——————

GETTING OUR FISCAL HOUSE IN
ORDER

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Tonight, the President
of the United States will return to this
well of Congress and deliver his report
on the state of the Union, and House
Republicans welcome the President
back to the people’s House. Now we’ve
heard that after a year of runaway
Federal spending, trillion-dollar defi-
cits, borrowing, bailouts, and Big Gov-
ernment schemes in energy and health
care, after a year where Democrats
have been on a spending binge, the
President is going to tell us that he’s
going to get his party on the wagon
here in Congress.

Well, let me say, we welcome that.
We welcome word that the President
may call for a 3-year spending freeze.
Frankly, I never met a spending freeze
I didn’t like. But let me say this em-
phatically: House Republicans will wel-
come any effort to restore fiscal dis-
cipline to Washington, D.C., and work
with this administration.

But Mr. President, the American peo-
ple want action. We don’t need another
lofty speech from this historic well
from the President of the United
States. Mr. President, set aside your
Big Government plans to take over
health care, send us a budget that re-
duces spending and reduces taxes on
the American people. Mr. President,
deeds, not words—deeds, not words are
what are required to put our fiscal
house in order.

———

REMEMBERING HAITI

(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to express the compassionate concern
of Congress to those affected by the re-
cent earthquake in Haiti, including
thousands of American families of
those missing and injured.

My thoughts are especially with the
Gianacaci family of Hopewell, New Jer-
sey, at this time from the appro-
priately named town of Hopewell.
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Their daughter, Christine, a student of
Lynn University, was doing service
work in Haiti when the quake struck. I
have assured the Gianacaci family that
we will not rest until Christine and so
many others are accounted for and re-
turned to their loved ones.

I pay a special tribute to the Fairfax
County Search and Rescue Team
which, like others, have been at the
Hotel Montana site continuously for
more than 2 weeks looking for Chris-
tine and other Americans believed to
be at the hotel. Also, thanks must go
to the Department of State and the
many people in the 82nd Airborne, the
Marine Expeditionary Group, the DOT,
HHS, and other government personnel
who reflect and carry out the compas-
sionate concern of the American people
who again demonstrate their core gen-
erosity.

———

CHUTZPAH

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, 1
have listened to my friends on the Re-
publican side of the aisle, and the only
word that comes to mind is a Yiddish
word called ‘‘chutzpah.” Here my
friends on the Republican side of the
aisle are talking about the debt,
they’re talking about jobs, they’re
talking about fiscal restraint when, in
fact, it was the Republican administra-
tion under George Bush and the Repub-
lican programs under their Congress
that drove us in the ditch and created
this mess that we have.

President Obama inherited a $1.4 tril-
lion deficit, the biggest debt ever in
history. Now the Republicans would
like to say, Hey, Democrats, why
haven’t you gotten rid of that? Hey,
country, why don’t you take care of
this? Well, this was a big mess that was
created under their watch. We have
tried to create jobs. We’'re going to deal
with this long-term debt, but the Re-
publican prescription for America—you
know what it is? Mass amnesia. They
want people to forget. Well, we’re not
going to forget, and we’re not going to
let the people forget that the programs
and the policies of the last administra-
tion almost took this country in the
tank, and that’s got to stop.

————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3726, CASTLE NUGENT
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE ES-
TABLISHMENT ACT OF 2010 AND
H.R. 4474, IDAHO WILDERNESS
WATER FACILITIES ACT

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Committee on Rules, I call up
House Resolution 1038 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1038

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
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