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whereas, in England, where they have
the socialized medicine that some of
our friends across the aisle are trying
to drive us to, they have about 20 per-
cent less success, and about 20 percent
more die of cancer. They don’t need to
if you let them have the mammogram
when they need it.

And those are the kinds of things
that need to come out. People need to
know those. I yield back.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Reclaiming my
time, I thank the judge from Texas.

On the transparency side of this dis-
cussion, too, to broaden that out,
Madam Speaker, when I address trans-
parency, I am speaking of two things.
One is transparency in the negotia-
tions, so everything is out there in sun-
light. And the other is transparency in
billing, so people know what is being
paid for health care services.

The part about the negotiations that
is so important, if they took place on
C-SPAN out in the open, out in the
light of day, if it is a big negotiating
table that is there and in comes Big
Pharma and here comes AARP, here is
the health insurance companies, here is
a doctor sitting over here. The pa-
tients, I would like to think they have
a place at the table, but I am not sure
just what entity speaks up so well for
them.
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But here’s how a piece of legislation
gets passed in this Congress today.
This is what happens. Think of the
scales of justice, blindfolded. Justice is
blind, and here they are balancing
these scales of justice. That’s what I
see. There’s an image in that; that
image of justice and equity. I'm reluc-
tant to use the word ‘‘fair.”

But in legislation, it works out this
way. It’s kind of a scale, and somebody
comes up with a bad idea. Let’s just
say it’s cap-and-trade or it’s socialized
medicine. They put all their ideas over
here and, clink, here’s the way the
scale sits. All the bad ideas weigh it
down. And then people start to say,
Well, wait a minute. I’ve got a couple
of ideas that are pretty bad. Let’s take
them off the table and put an idea over
here you think is a good idea. And then
it starts to weigh a little bit. You don’t
see that scale move. It’s still sitting
there.

Then one large entity after another
starts to come to a conclusion that
passage of this bad bill is inevitable. So
they take away their opposition to a
bad bill and they begin to negotiate for
their own carve-outs and exemptions in
a bad bill so it damages everybody but
them. When they get their carve-out,
the political capital over here that is
on the “no” side either goes to neutral
or over here on the plus side because
they’ve agreed to support a bill now be-
cause they’ve got their exemptions so
they’re not affected by the bill. That
might be the Cornhusker Kickback.
That might be the Florida exemption
for Medicare Advantage or the $11 bil-
lion in clinics in Maine or the Lou-
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isiana Purchase or it might be exemp-
tions from executive pay controls in
Big Pharma. It could be anything.
They will add and add and add over on
this side until all of this ‘“‘no’’ political
capital that knew it was a bad idea
when it began, enough that has moved
over to the plus side or moved to neu-
tral to where if you put that final little
weight on the scales—I like to call it
the straw that breaks the camel’s
back—clink, it goes over this way.

Now there’s enough support to pass a
bill. And that’s when they ram it
through and they don’t let you up for
air because they’re afraid they will lose
votes. When that little moment comes
when they think they’ve got the votes,
it comes through. That’s why the
United States Senate was doing busi-
ness for 3 constant weeks without a
break and that’s why they were doing
business on Christmas Eve, to pass so-
cialized medicine with a 60-40 majority
on December 24, Christmas Eve, be-
cause they finally stacked the scales to
the point where, clink, it would go over
on the side where they could barely
pass the bill. That’s what they did.

If those kind of negotiations are tak-
ing place out in the open where the
American people understand it, they
would be revolted by the concept of
how this is business, how very little of
it is a discussion about what is the best
policy for America and how much of it
is a discussion about how you get the
support of this group or that group or
how you leverage to get the vote of a
Member of Congress or United States
Senator. Instead of evaluating the pol-
icy and stepping back and looking at it
objectively and coming up with new
ways to make something right for the
American people, it becomes a political
equation.

If we could get it out in the sunlight,
we could get rid of some of those polit-
ical equations and come a lot closer to
getting the right policy for the Amer-
ican people. That’s why transparency
matters so much. That’s why C-SPAN
in those negotiation rooms would mat-
ter so much. That is actually a very
big part of this Declaration of Health
Care Independence. And I am proud to
be part of it, and I'm looking forward
to our press conference tomorrow.

I'd be happy to yield just a moment
to the gentleman from Texas.

Mr. GOHMERT. I understand we just
have 1 minute left, but I appreciate so
much Mr. KING from Iowa taking this
time to point out what we need in the
way of health care reform. It isn’t the
massive 2,000-page monstrosity. It’s
true transparency. It’s true account-
ability. And I appreciate this discus-
sion with my friend from Iowa tonight.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Reclaiming my
time, I thank my friend from Texas for
being up late at night and coming down
here. When you have a friend that will
stand with you like Judge GOHMERT, in
the end we can, I think, together, do
some good things for the American
people, Madam Speaker. So we’ll be
working to get to that point.
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We want to empower rather than
limit an open and accessible market-
place of health care choice and oppor-
tunity. And if we’re going to do busi-
ness now, the rules have changed.
There are new rules for the road. These
are the new rules for road, and we’re
going to find out when people are seri-
ous. If they’re ready to address lawsuit
abuse, the people that are advocating
for socialized medicine, if they’re ready
to address lawsuit abuse, we're ready
to do business. If not, there’s a new
sheriff in town.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. ELLISON (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today on account of travel
problems.

Mr. ORTIZ (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today on account of health
reasons.

Mr. CRENSHAW (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for January 19 through 27 on
account of medical reasons.

——————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. MALONEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. GRAYSON, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. POE of Texas) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. FORTENBERRY, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. POE of Texas, for 5 minutes, Feb-
ruary 2.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas, for 5 minutes,
February 2.

Mr. DREIER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, February 2.

Mr. CAO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. McCLINTOCK, for 5 minutes,
today.

——
SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 2950. An act to extend the pilot program
for volunteer groups to obtain criminal his-
tory background checks, to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

———

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The Speaker announced her signa-
ture to an enrolled bill of the Senate of
the following title:

S. 2949. An act to amend section 1113 of the
Social Security Act to provide authority for
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increased fiscal year 2010 payments for tem-
porary assistance to United States citizens
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BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

returned from foreign countries, to provide
necessary funding to avoid shortfalls in the
Medicare cost-sharing program for low-in-
come qualifying individuals, and for other
purposes.

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House reports that on January 22, 2010
she presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill.

H.R. 4462. To accelerate the income tax
benefits for charitable cash contributions for
the relief of victims of the earthquake in
Haiti.

——

January 26, 2010
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 15 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, January 27, 2010,
at 10 a.m.

EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL
Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Speaker-authorized official travel during the

fourth quarter of 2009, pursuant to Public Law 95-384 are as follows:

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO PANAMA, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN DEC. 11 AND DEC. 14, 2009

Date Per diem! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
iva eparture currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 currency 2
Hon. John A. BOBNNET .....oooooveviciveverenrereresessscninines 12/11 12/14  Panama 906.00 oo ) 906.00
Hon. Dan Boren 12/11 12/14  Panama 906.00 ) 906.00
Hon. Kevin Brady . 12/11 12/14  Panama 906.00 ) 906.00
Hon. David Dreier 12/11 12/14  Panama 906.00 (3) 906.00
Hon. Devin Nunes 12/11 12/14  Panama 906.00 ®) 906.00
Hon. Peter Roskam o 12m 12/14  Panama 906.00 (3) 906.00
Hon. lleana Ros-LERtINEN ....cccocccrvcccsrrresssinernrcs 12/11 12/14  Panama 906.00 ) 906.00
Paula Nowakowski 12/11 12/14  Panama 906.00 ©) 906.00
MIChal SOMMETS ..vvvvvvecerecisreveverennesseesessennienes 12/11 12/14  Panama 906.00 @) 906.00
Jennifer Stewart 12/11 12/14  Panama 906.00 (3) 906.00

Committee total

9,060.00

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
3 Military air transportation.

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER, Jan. 11, 2010.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON HOUSE ADMINISTRATION, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND DEC. 31, 2009

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2

HOUSE COMMITTEES

Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return.

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY, Chairman, Jan. 8, 2010.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND DEC. 31, 2009

Date Per diem! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Hon. Raul Grijalva ............eceeeeiessssnscscscncccnccnennens 10/8 10/11  Spain 799.00 6,338.00 7,137.00
Julia Hathaway 11/8 11/15  Brazil 2,236.32 5,481.70 58.16 7,782.18
Committee total ... v 303532 s 1182570 oo 58.16 i 14,919.18

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II, Chairman, Jan. 5, 2010.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO DENMARK, EXPENDED BETWEEN DEC. 7 AND DEC. 22, 2009

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Stacee Bako 12/07 12/09  Denmark 242600 s 8,371.00 10,797.00
Don Kellaher 12/07 12/09  Denmark 2,426.00 8,371.00 10,797.00
Hon. Nancy Pelosi ..... 12/17 12/19  Denmark 4,406.00 (3) 4,406.00
Hon. Steny H. Hoyer .. 12/17 12/19  Denmark 4,406.00 ®) 4,406.00
Hon. F. James t . 12/17 12/19  Denmark 4,406.00 (3) 4,406.00
Hon. Charles B. Rangel ... 1217 12/19  Denmark 4,406.00 ) 4,406.00
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