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HARKIN, and Mr. CHAMBLISS, to be con-
ferees on the part of the Senate. 

f 

OILY APOCALYPSE OR GREEN 
WAVE? 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. We are now in the 
36th day of a man-made environmental 
disaster which is fast becoming an eco-
logical apocalypse for countless species 
of marine life. The ecosystems of the 
Gulf of Mexico cannot survive wave 
and wave of toxic substances hitting 
the beaches. 

The ultimate surprise is not that it 
happened. Oil companies, Democratic 
and Republican administrations, re-
fused responsibility and rejected alter-
natives. In this privatization of the 
natural world, damage to sea life is the 
cost of doing business. The ultimate 
horror is that we can’t stop the flood of 
oil, won’t stop consumption of oil prod-
ucts, and fail to admit the limits of 
technology. 

This is a morality play writ large as 
environmental collapse becomes the 
new normal. Can we realistically look 
to Washington alone to protect the 
natural world? More permits for off-
shore drilling have been issued. We 
must look to the consequences of our 
own demand and consumption: the en-
ergy we use, the kind of cars we drive, 
the products we buy, the food we eat, 
and our individual impact on the nat-
ural world. 

We can seize this moment. We as in-
dividuals can begin a green wave of 
sustainability to save the planet and 
ourselves. 

f 

WHERE’S THE BUDGET? 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, back in my 
beloved Indiana and all across this 
country, families are hurting. This is a 
difficult time in the life of our econ-
omy. Families are sitting down and 
making hard choices. They are writing 
a family budget. Small businesses and 
family farmers are doing the same, sit-
ting down, sharpening their pencils, 
and making the tough choices to keep 
the doors open and the lights on. They 
are doing that everywhere but in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

The American people deserve to 
know that this Democrat majority has 
not produced a budget. For the first 
time since the adoption of the Budget 
Act, the House of Representatives has 
decided to abandon its responsibility to 
sit down and write a budget. It’s truly 
extraordinary. 

The chairman of the Budget Com-
mittee, the distinguished gentleman 
JOHN SPRATT, said famously, ‘‘If you 
can’t budget, you can’t govern.’’ Well, 
by abdicating their responsibility to sit 
down and make the hard choices, this 

majority is arguing that they in and of 
themselves cannot govern, they are un-
willing to govern. The American people 
deserve leadership in the Congress that 
is as good as our families and our small 
businesses. They deserve a Congress 
that writes a budget. 

Mr. Speaker, where’s the budget? 
f 

ADDING THE CREST OF MONTE-
ZUMA TO THE CIBOLA NATIONAL 
FOREST 

(Mr. HEINRICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. Speaker, central 
New Mexico has been flanked by the 
majesty of the Sandia and Manzano 
Mountain ranges for thousands of 
years. Most of these mountains have 
been preserved as part of the Cibola 
National Forest, the Sandia Mountains 
Wilderness, and the Manzano Moun-
tains Wilderness. 

Today I am introducing legislation 
that would add the Crest of Montezuma 
to the north end of the Cibola National 
Forest and extend a wilderness des-
ignation to the Manzano Wilderness 
Study Area to the south. To families 
living near Placitas, this legislation 
will ensure their access to critical 
water infrastructure for farm irriga-
tion and other important uses. It will 
also ensure that East Mountain fami-
lies can use these places for recreation. 
Finally, it will preserve the area’s crit-
ical role as a wildlife corridor for ani-
mals that migrate from north to south 
across our State. 

I urge my colleagues support this leg-
islation that will protect some of the 
greatest natural assets that make our 
State the Land of Enchantment. 

f 

FAILURE TO PASS A BUDGET 
RESOLUTION 

(Mr. CANTOR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

MR. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, not since 
1974, when Richard Nixon resigned from 
office and Happy Days was the new hit 
show on ABC, has this House failed to 
pass a budget resolution. There is no 
doubt that passing a budget can be 
hard work. But just because something 
is hard work doesn’t mean you don’t 
have to deal with it. Our constituents 
did not elect us to make easy decisions; 
they elected us to make the hard ones. 

Two weeks ago, House Republicans 
unveiled the YouCut program. So far, 
more than 500,000 votes have been cast. 
Leading the field this week by wide 
margins, with 40 percent of the votes, 
is a proposal to eliminate the next 
round of nonmilitary Federal employee 
pay raises. 

As USA Today recently reported, 
Federal salaries are significantly out-
pacing their counterparts in the pri-
vate sector. This vote won’t be easy for 
everyone, but it is exactly the kind of 
choice we must begin to make to get us 
off the path towards financial ruin. 

290,000 STEPS IN THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION 

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, the 
most recent report from the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics showed that the econ-
omy has taken another 290,000 steps in 
the right direction. Two hundred nine-
ty thousand, that’s how many jobs the 
economy added in the month of April. 
This comes on top of the 230,000 jobs 
added in March. 

According to Commissioner Keith 
Hall from the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics, there are now numerous bright 
spots, the trend is encouraging, and the 
growth is widespread. The growing con-
sensus is that the economy is steadily 
improving, and that the private sector 
will continue hiring. This real possi-
bility of hope on the job front is one of 
the reasons that an additional 800,000 
people entered the labor force last 
month. 

As you can see from this chart, the 
declining red is the number of jobs lost 
in the prior administration. The blue 
shows the jobs and the trend in the 
right direction, showing that policy 
does matter. This V chart is not for 
victory, but it certainly shows that we 
are moving in the right direction. 
There is now reason to hope, and there 
is real progress on the jobs front. 

f 

PASS THE U.S.-SOUTH KOREA 
FREE TRADE AGREEMENT 

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DREIER. Our friend from Colum-
bus, Indiana, the distinguished con-
ference chairman, said it perfectly 
when he talked about the challenges 
that families are facing across the 
country in trying to put together their 
own budgets. He also pointed out the 
fact that for the first time in history 
since the implementation of the 1974 
Budget and Impoundment Act, we have 
seen no budget provided from Wash-
ington, D.C. Well, Mr. Speaker, it’s not 
surprising that that has been the case. 

How can you put together a roadmap 
of where it is you are going when you 
have no idea where you are going? And 
that’s really where we are today. 

I am happy to say that we have a 
wide range of very positive proposals 
that we have put forward. Our whip 
just talked about the YouCut program. 
There are lots of things that we need to 
do. Tragically, today we are dealing 
with very anemic job creation and eco-
nomic growth, and there is something 
that we can do that will help deal with 
national security as well, and that is 
the challenge of destabilization of the 
Korean Peninsula. 

Mr. Speaker, if we were to have the 
President send to us immediately the 
U.S.-South Korea Free Trade Agree-
ment, we could implement the largest 
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bilateral trade agreement in world his-
tory, and it would create millions of 
good American jobs. Please send it up 
now so that we can in fact get our 
economy back on track. 

f 

CELEBRATING OLDER AMERICANS 
MONTH 

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate May as Older Ameri-
cans Month. Older Americans offer wis-
dom and guidance that our constitu-
ents treasure as invaluable assets to 
our families and our communities. By 
the year 2025, one in four drivers in this 
country will be age 65 or older. Without 
safe roads on which to travel, older 
Americans will have dramatically lim-
ited mobility options. 

We must ensure that older Americans 
are as safe as possible as they go about 
their daily lives, which is why I have 
introduced H.R. 3355, the Older Driver 
and Pedestrian Safety and Roadway 
Enhancement Act. My bill, which has 
34 bipartisan cosponsors, will make 
roads safer for both older drivers and 
pedestrians by implementing rec-
ommendations from the Federal High-
way Administration’s Older Drivers 
Handbook. 

I urge all of my colleagues to honor 
Older Americans Month and the con-
tributions of their older constituents 
by joining me in the fight for their 
safety and mobility. 

f 

b 1215 

VOTE ON EURO-TARP 

(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 
Speaker, older Americans care most 
about their children and grandchildren, 
and this Congress is mortgaging their 
children and grandchildren’s future. 
All across this country, families are 
struggling to balance their budgets. 
Businesses are doing likewise, and it 
means laying people off, tightening 
their belts in order to balance budgets. 
And instead, what is this Congress 
doing? Continuing to borrow and spend 
beyond our means. 

Americans are also suffering from 
bailout fatigue. When you think about 
the last 2 years, we’ve bailed out Wall 
Street, GM, Chrysler, Fannie Mae, 
Freddie Mac; and now the Obama ad-
ministration is proposing $8 billion for 
Greece and over $50 billion for the Eu-
ropean Union, which has been bor-
rowing and spending beyond its means. 
And yet, America is following in these 
same footsteps. 

Mr. Speaker, we need a budget. And 
just last week, my friend Congressman 
PENCE and I introduced a resolution 
asking for this Congress to take a 
stand in opposition to U.S. tax dollars 

being used for the bailout. We cannot 
afford a too-big-to-fail strategy on a 
global level. The only thing too big to 
fail is America itself. We owe it to the 
American people to have this vote. 

f 

PROTECTING SECURITY 

(Ms. HARMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, my dis-
trict makes most of our Nation’s intel-
ligence satellites. I have served on our 
key security committees, and I devote 
enormous attention to helping develop 
legal and operational strategies to 
keep our country safe. 

The Obama administration under-
stands that security and liberty are not 
a zero-sum game. We will either get 
more of both or less. We must capture 
or kill high-value targets, which this 
administration is doing in far greater 
numbers than did the Bush administra-
tion. But we must also live our values. 
Most important among them is the 
principle that the rule of law applies to 
all. 

Tomorrow, my Subcommittee on In-
telligence and Terrorism and Risk As-
sessment will hold a hearing to exam-
ine how the Internet is used by terror-
ists to train, recruit, and plan attacks 
inside the country and what the U.S. 
Government should do about it. It is 
the third in a series of hearings on vio-
lent extremism. 

The Internet is a forum for free 
speech and global commerce, but the 
dark underside of that is it can also be 
a forum for violence and global terror. 
As difficult and controversial as this 
subject is, we need to find the right 
ways to intercept those who would do 
us harm. Developing a strategy around 
the Internet has to be part of that 
equation, and so does protecting secu-
rity and liberty. 

f 

WHERE’S THE BUDGET? 

(Mr. WALDEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, if we 
talk about national security and inter-
secting those who do harm, the first 
thing we ought to talk about in this 
Congress at this time is where’s the 
budget. As the budget chairman has 
said, if you can’t budget, you can’t gov-
ern. That was 4 years ago. 

Taxpayers have to pay their taxes 
every April 15. Congress was supposed 
to have a budget April 15. Not since 
1974 when the Budget Act was written 
has the House failed to even consider a 
budget. 

And the budget that we need to con-
sider needs to deal with deficit spend-
ing, deficits of $1.4 trillion, $1.6 trillion, 
and a trillion dollars every year added 
to the Nation’s debt and to our kids’ 
and grandkids’ future. The budget 
being put forward by the President 

doubles the Nation’s debt in 5 years 
and triples it in 10. This is 
unsustainable. We will look like 
Greece. We will look like Spain. 

The budget-busting deficit that’s 
being created is horrible for our kids 
and grandkids. It will not be good for 
this country’s security. It is awful for 
our children’s future. Let’s get a budg-
et that reduces wasteful Washington 
spending. 

f 

DISBAR BP FROM GOVERNMENT 
CONTRACTS 

(Mr. GUTIERREZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. It is impossible to 
talk about BP without getting angry 
about the broken promises, the buck 
passing, and the brazen profiteering. 
But I want to channel that anger into 
something productive and add one 
more ‘‘BP’’ to the mix: Be proactive. 

This week, I will introduce an 
amendment to the Department of De-
fense reauthorization bill that would 
call on the Secretary of Defense to con-
sider disbarring BP from government 
contracts to sell the American military 
its products. Disbar BP. 

We hear that the cleanup may take 
years or may last forever. We hear 
calls for investigations that can go on 
for years or may last forever. But rath-
er than look backwards and figure out 
what went wrong and who should pay, 
let’s be proactive and take steps this 
week to ban permanently from Federal 
contracts the serial abuser of the 
American trust. 

I urge you to support my amendment 
to the DOD reauthorization when it is 
debated and ban BP from Federal con-
tracts. 

f 

COMPETITION IS KEY FOR COST 
CONTROL 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
When it comes to addressing the budg-
et, competition is key. This principle 
applies to everything from produce to 
clothing items to defense procurement. 

As the House considers the National 
Defense Authorization Act this week 
and an amendment impeding competi-
tion between fighter engines, it is im-
portant that we keep the merits of this 
principle in mind in order to continue 
to protect thousands of jobs and save 
taxpayers billions of dollars. History 
shows that competing fighter engines 
significantly reduce program costs 
while improving safety, reliability, and 
contractor responsiveness. 

Controlling costs, spurring innova-
tion, and accelerating weapons systems 
readiness and performance are just a 
few major reasons why we must con-
tinue the F–136 program. Without com-
petition, we would rely on a single en-
gine, which could lead to unnecessary 
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