May 19, 2010

STEWART LEE UDALL DEPART-
MENT OF THE INTERIOR BUILD-
ING

Mr. TEAGUE. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 5128) to designate the Depart-
ment of the Interior Building in Wash-
ington, District of Columbia, as the
“Stewart Lee Udall Department of the
Interior Building,” as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5128

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The United States Department of the Interior
Building located at 1849 C Street, Northwest, in
Washington, District of Columbia, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Stewart Lee
Udall Department of the Interior Building’’.
SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, doc-
ument, record, or other paper of the United
States to the building referred to in section 1
shall be considered to be a reference to the
“Stewart Lee Udall Department of the Interior
Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Mexico (Mr. TEAGUE) and the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. CAO) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Mexico.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TEAGUE. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 5128.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Mexico?

There was no objection.

Mr. TEAGUE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

H.R. 5128, as amended, is a bill intro-
duced by Congressman HEINRICH, Con-
gressman LUJAN, and myself to des-
ignate the Department of the Interior
building in Washington, District of Co-
lumbia, as the Stewart Lee Udall De-
partment of the Interior Building.

Stewart Lee Udall was the consum-
mate public servant, serving four terms
in the United States Congress and 9
years as the Secretary of the Interior.
Secretary Udall also enlisted in the
Armed Forces during World War II,
serving as a gunner in Europe with the
15th Air Force until 1944.

After his service in World War II,
Secretary Udall later returned to the
University of Arizona and earned a law
degree in 1948. He opened a law practice
with his brother, former U.S. Congress-
man Morris Udall, and then ran for and
won election as a Member of the House
of Representatives from Arizona. Dur-
ing his time in the House of Represent-
atives, Secretary Udall served on the
Committee on the Interior and Insular
Affairs and the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Secretary Udall’s service in the
House ended when he was appointed by
John F. Kennedy as Secretary of the
Interior in 1961. From this perch, Sec-
retary Udall earned his reputation as a
giant amongst men in the environ-
mental community, authoring several
major legislative acts that have served
as the framework for modern environ-
mental conservation.

Secretary Udall served for 9 years as
head of the Interior Department acting
as the administration’s primary advo-
cate for preservation and responsible
environmental stewardship. Among his
other accomplishments, Secretary
Udall presided over the expansion of
several national parks and preserves,
including the Redwood National Park,
the Appalachian Scenic Trail, and the
North Cascades National Park.

After the Secretary’s service in the
Cabinets of President Kennedy and
President Lyndon B. Johnson, he re-
joined the private sector as a member
of a law firm and focused on environ-
mental advocacy by filing lawsuits on
behalf of Native Americans impacted
by nuclear pollution.

Secretary Udall also went on to serve
as adjunct professor at Yale University
and authored several books on con-
servation and highlighting the national
treasures of the United States of Amer-
ica.

Former Interior Secretary Stewart
Udall died on March 20, 2010, sur-
rounded by his family and friends. He
is survived by six children and eight
grandchildren, including his son and
his nephew, MARK and ToM UDALL, who
were both Members of the House of
Representatives before being elected to
the other body.

Given his service to his country, it is
fitting that we honor the memory of
former Interior Secretary Stewart Lee
Udall and designate the United States
Department of the Interior building lo-
cated at 1849 C Street, NW, in Wash-
ington, DC, as the Stewart Lee Udall
Department of the Interior Building. I
urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this bill.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CAO. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 5128 would designate the Depart-
ment of the Interior Building in Wash-
ington, DC, as the Stewart Lee Udall
Department of the Interior Building.
Stewart Udall had a long history of
service to our country. He served as a
gunner in the Army Air Corps during
World War II and later was elected to
Congress as a Representative from Ari-
zona.

In 1961, he was appointed as Sec-
retary of the Interior, serving during
both the Kennedy and Johnson admin-
istrations. While Secretary of the Inte-
rior, he was a tireless advocate for the
environment and the protection of Na-
tional Park lands.

Secretary Udall was the driving force
behind the passage of the Wilderness
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Act, the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act,
the Land and Water Conservation Fund
Act, and the expansion and protection
of our National Park system. Stewart
Udall demonstrated a strong commit-
ment to public service. It is only fit-
ting that the Interior building be
named after someone who dem-
onstrated such a commitment to our
Nation’s natural resources.

As we honor Secretary Udall’s serv-
ice, we must be mindful of the threats
that continue to menace our Nation’s
natural resources. Even as we speak, a
rapidly spreading oil slick threatens
hundreds of miles of coastline and
thousands upon thousands of acres of
wetlands in my home State, Louisiana,
and throughout the gulf coast. The
slick has already dealt a devastating
blow to thousands of those whose live-
lihoods depend upon the protection of
our natural resources.

Throughout the gulf coast, fishermen
and avid environmentalists are suf-
fering and will continue to suffer for
years to come. They have lost more
than a few days of fishing. This affects
their livelihoods and their way of life.
Fishing fleets are idle. Fishermen are
without work. Some, in their despair,
have told me they’ve contemplated sui-
cide.

The extent of the damage will not be
known for some time, but already I
have seen the ravages of this economic
and environmental disaster, the effects
of which will linger for years.

Secretary Udall understood, indeed,
he foresaw, that we would need to man-
age our natural resources carefully to
avert just this type of disaster. Here
today in 2010 we are facing one of the
worst environmental disasters in his-
tory, and we have to ensure that ongo-
ing stewardship of all of our natural re-
sources remains a priority.

While the Coast Guard and countless
volunteers burn, skim, and lay miles of
boom to mitigate this disaster, we have
a unique opportunity to revisit Mr.
Udall’s legacy of stewardship.

I urge this Congress to go beyond
honoring his memory today by paying
tribute to what he stood for by taking
a proactive approach to ensuring all
our natural resources be safeguarded
appropriately.

Secretary Udall understood that our
happiness and prosperity as a Nation
depend upon our wise stewardship of
our natural resources. His vision
should serve as an example not only to
his successors at the Department of the
Interior but to all Americans. I support
passage of this legislation and urge my
colleagues to do the same.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. TEAGUE. Madam Speaker, I
yield as much time as he may consume
to the gentleman from New Mexico,
Mr. MARTIN HEINRICH.

Mr. HEINRICH. Madam Speaker, ear-
lier this year we lost a national treas-
ure and a personal hero of mine, former
Interior Secretary Stewart Udall.
Though quiet and humble, his impact
was that of a giant and his defense of
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our Nation’s wildlands will remain im-
measurable.

Secretary Udall’s lifetime of achieve-
ment will continue to be felt by every
American. Thanks to his work, our na-
tional parks and public lands belong to
every American and will remain a
treasured part of our Nation’s spirit for
generations to come.

Throughout my life, I have drawn
personal and professional inspiration
from Mr. Udall’s remarkable leader-
ship. So I was proud to sponsor H.R.
5128, a bill that will designate the De-
partment of the Interior building in
Washington, DC, as the Stewart Lee
Udall Department of the Interior
Building. It is only fitting that we
honor his legacy by naming the Inte-
rior building after Secretary Udall. I
would urge all of my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation.

Mr. CAO. I continue to reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. TEAGUE. Madam Speaker, 1
yield as much time as he may consume
to the gentleman from New Mexico,
Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN.

Mr. LUJAN. Thank you very much to
my colleague from New Mexico (Mr.
TEAGUE).

Secretary Udall, a great American, a
great New Mexican, and it’s an honor
to sponsor this legislation to name the
United States Department of the Inte-
rior in his name.

Secretary Udall spent his later life in
my district in Santa Fe, New Mexico,
but his work is seen across the country
from our pristine wilderness to our
clean rivers. We lost a friend, a hero, a
true champion this year, a gentleman
who fought to protect resources that
will serve us for years to come. He
worked to protect our land, our water,
and the air we breathe. And we are all
better for Secretary Udall’s service.

But Secretary Udall’s legacy goes be-
yond our beloved and critical re-
sources. His legacy is about the people
he impacted throughout his life—from
those in Indian Country who suffered
the effects of uranium mining, to in-
spiring young conservationists and act-
ing as an example to all of us.

In naming the Department of the In-
terior building after Secretary Udall,
we honor not only his incredible profes-
sional contributions; we honor a won-
derful, compassionate person who tire-
lessly fought for both our resources
and for all of the people who loved him
s0 very much.

It’s an honor to be here. I urge adop-
tion of this important legislation.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H.R. 5128, as amended, a
bill to designate the United States Department
of the Interior Building located at 1849 C
Street, Northwest, in Washington, District of
Columbia, as the “Stewart Lee Udall Depart-
ment of the Interior Building”.

| knew Stuart Udall personally, and | have
great admiration for the man. He was a great
conservationist and environmentalist, and as
fine a champion of this country’s natural and
cultural resources as the nation has ever pro-
duced.
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Steward Udall served in the U.S. House of
Representatives before President Kennedy ap-
pointed him Secretary of the Interior, a posi-
tion he held from 1960 to 1969. In this role, he
spearheaded the enactment of a broad range
of groundbreaking conservation laws, including
the Clean Air Act, the Water Quality and
Clean Water Restoration Acts and Amend-
ments, the Wilderness Act, the Endangered
Species Act, the Solid Waste Disposal Act, the
National Trail System Act and the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act.

In the arena of historic preservation, Stewart
Udall sought to make the Federal Government
a partner—not an adversary—in the preserva-
tion of America’s historic resources. He was
instrumental in the passage of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the most
far-reaching preservation legislation ever en-
acted in the United States. Programs he
helped shape include the National Register of
Historic Places, the Advisory Council on His-
toric Preservation, and the Historic Preserva-
tion Fund. This framework supports nearly
every aspect of historic preservation today.

Stewart Udall was a naturalist, a conserva-
tionist, and an environmental activist: during
the energy crisis of the 1970s, he advocated
the use of solar energy as one means to rem-
edy the country’s growing dependence upon
fossil fuels. As a member of the National Re-
sources Defense Council, Udall defended the
Environmental Protection Agency against clo-
sure due to budgetary cuts.

In 2008, High Country News published “A
Message to Our Grand Children” signed by
Stewart Udall and his late wife. A few excerpts
from that document are illustrative of Udall’s
views:

‘“‘Americans must finally cast aside our no-
tion that we can continue the wasteful con-
sumption patterns of our past. We must pro-
mote a consciousness attuned to a frugal,
highly efficient mode of living. . . . Foster a
consciousness that puts a premium on the
common good and the protection of the envi-
ronment. . . . The lifetime crusade of your
days must be to develop a new energy ethic
to sustain life on earth . . . Go well, do well,
my children. Cherish sunsets, wild creatures
and wild places. . . .”

Given Stewart Udall's lifetime commitment
to championing, conserving and appreciating
the earth’s natural resources and beauties, |
find that it is entirely fitting and appropriate
that we designate the main office building for
the Department of Interior as the “Stewart Lee
Udall Department of the Interior Building”.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 5128.

Mr. CAO. Madam Speaker, I yield
back my time.

Mr. TEAGUE. Madam Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Mexico (Mr.
TEAGUE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5128, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. TEAGUE. Madam Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———
[0 1445

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH

Mr. McDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 1339) expressing
support for designation of May as Na-
tional Foster Care Month and acknowl-
edging the responsibility that Congress
has to promote safety, well-being, im-
proved outcomes, and permanency for
the Nation’s collective children.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1339

Whereas on average, the Nation’s foster
care system provides for nearly 500,000 chil-
dren each day who are unable to live safely
with their biological parents;

Whereas there is a shortage of foster par-
ents and great need for their services, as
there are fewer than 3 foster homes for every
10 children in care;

Whereas foster parents are the most front-
line caregiver for children who cannot safely
remain with their biological parents and pro-
vide physical care, emotional support, edu-
cation advocacy, and are the largest single
source of families providing permanent
homes for kids leaving foster care to adop-
tion;

Whereas 273,000 children entered the foster
care system during fiscal year 2008 and an
average of 123,000 children were waiting to be
adopted every day;

Whereas almost 55,000 children were adopt-
ed out of foster care in fiscal year 2008, but
the number of children ‘‘aging out” of the
foster care system without finding a perma-
nent family increased to an all-time high of
nearly 30,000 in fiscal year 2008;

Whereas children ‘‘aging out’” of foster
care need and deserve a support system as
they work to secure affordable housing, ob-
tain health insurance, pursue higher edu-
cation, and acquire adequate employment;

Whereas youth in foster care are much
more likely to face educational instability
with 65 percent of former foster children ex-
periencing at least 7 school changes while in
care;

Whereas an increased emphasis on preven-
tion and reunification services is necessary
to reduce the number of children that are
forced to enter the foster care system;

Whereas Federal legislation over the past
three decades, including the Adoption Assist-
ance and Safe Families Act of 1980, the Adop-
tion and Safe Families Act of 1997, and the
Fostering Connections to Success and In-
creasing Adoptions Act of 2008, provided new
investments and services to improve the out-
comes of children in the foster care system;

Whereas foster children, like all children,
deserve no less than a safe, loving, and per-
manent home; and

Whereas May would be an appropriate
month to designate as National Foster Care
Month to provide an opportunity to ac-
knowledge the accomplishments of the child
welfare workforce, foster parents, advocacy
community, and mentors and the positive
impact they have on children’s lives: Now,
therefore, be it
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