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appreciation for each of his players,
and that is an invaluable trait as a suc-
cessful coach.

However, his proudest accomplish-
ment is being a dedicated husband to
Phyllis, a father, and grandfather. I en-
courage my colleagues to join me in
commending Coach Loos for his service
to Austin Peay University.

———

HONORING COACH DAVE LOOS,
UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I just
heard my colleague from east Ten-
nessee make those remarks, and I had
to add something because it’s typical
of what happens up here. The people
from east Tennessee forget about the
fact that Memphis exists in Tennessee,
and Dave Loos started his career and
played basketball at the University of
Memphis, started his coaching career
at the University of Memphis, and is a
Memphian as well as a graduate of Aus-
tin Peay. And while he attended your
school, he coached and attended my
law school. He is a class act and won-
derful gentleman. I wanted to set the
record straight.

———————

HONORING FIRE CHIEF HAROLD
WATKINS, LITTLE MARSH, PENN-
SYLVANIA

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor a
man who has been a dedicated volun-
teer firefighter since 1980, Harold Wat-
kins of Little Marsh, Pennsylvania.
Harold has served the Chatham Town-
ship Volunteer Fire Company and his
community in many capacities. He has
held the positions of president, vice
president, second assistant chief, and
first assistant chief. For the past 15
years, he has been fire chief, and in
2004, he was named Firefighter of the
Year. In other words, Harold has done
it all in his 29 years of protecting and
saving lives. But he has decided it is
time to step down.

Firefighting is a family affair for the
Watkins family. Harold’s wife, Vivian,
serves as secretary for the company
and helps organize fundraisers. The
chief calls Vivian his personal hero for
all her hard work. His son, Matthew,
was Firefighter of the Year in 2008 and
serves as the vice president and was re-
cently elected as second assistant
chief, following in his father’s foot-
steps.

I commend Chief Harold Watkins for
his years of dedication and service sav-
ing lives and property in Chatham
Township. And I know the community
joins me in wishing him all the best in
retirement.
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RECOGNIZING RUTH MOYER ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL IN FORT
THOMAS, KENTUCKY

(Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the stu-
dents, faculty, and staff at Ruth Moyer
Elementary School in Fort Thomas,
Kentucky. Last fall, Ruth Moyer was
named a 2009 Blue Ribbon School. The
Blue Ribbon Schools program honors
schools that are academically superior
or demonstrate dramatic gains in stu-
dent achievement at all levels. These
schools are models for others through-
out the Nation.

I had the opportunity to meet stu-
dents and faculty at Ruth Moyer and
speak with them about their efforts to
improve their school. The students and
staff were unable to be here today in
Washington to receive our congratula-
tions because they are working hard in
the classroom to uphold their high
standards. However, the students in
Mrs. Greene’s class sent a distin-
guished ambassador to represent them
in Washington.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in welcoming Flat Stanley
from Fort Thomas, Kentucky, to the
House of Representatives and extend-
ing our congratulations to the commu-
nity at Ruth Moyer Elementary for
their outstanding achievement.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

—————

BOOKS, NOT BOMBS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I want
to call the House’s attention to the
work of Greg Mortenson, who has built
schools in Pakistan and Afghanistan
and written two bestsellers about it.
Mr. Mortenson has a lot to say about
the power of education to dramatically
improve the lives of people, especially
girls and women, and how education
can bring peace to the world.

Mr. Mortenson began his work in
Pakistan, where he originally went to
climb K2, the world’s second-tallest
mountain. After the climb, he was very
ill, and he was helped by the people of
an impoverished village. To thank
them, Mr. Mortenson built the town’s
first school. He wrote a widely ac-
claimed book about the project called
“Three Cups of Tea: One Man’s Mission
to Promote Peace . . . One School at a
Time.”” Mr. Mortenson then went on to
build schools in Afghanistan.

So far, he has built 131 schools, edu-
cating 58,000 children with a special
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emphasis on education for girls. He has
written a second book about his re-
markable work entitled, ‘‘Stones Into
Schools: Promoting Peace With Books,
Not Bombs, in Afghanistan and Paki-
stan.”

0 1930

Mr. Speaker, in a recent interview
with Bill Moyers, Mortenson explains
how the education of girls can trans-
form lives and whole countries. He
said, and I quote, ‘“The education of
girls has very powerful impacts on so-
ciety. Number one, infant mortality is
reduced. Number two, the population is
reduced. And, number three, the qual-
ity of health improves.”’

Mr. Speaker, he also explained how
the education of girls can be a powerful
weapon against terrorism. He said,
““Culturally, when someone goes on
jihad they should get permission from
their mother first. If they don’t, it’s
very shameful. But when women are
educated, they are less likely to en-
courage their sons to get into violence.
I've seen that happen over the last dec-
ade in rural areas of Afghanistan and
Pakistan.”

Mr. Speaker, in fact, Mortenson said
that when men leave the Taliban, it’s
often because their mothers said what
you’re doing is not a good thing. It’s
not in the name of Islam. He went on
to say, ‘I ask widows and women in
rural areas in Pakistan and Afghani-
stan, what do you want? They say, we
don’t want our babies to die, and we
want our children to go to school.”” Mr.
Speaker, he said, “‘we need to listen to
those women. It doesn’t mean we just
go around the world holding hands and
drinking tea and having peace.” Actu-
ally, I would say, as an aside, why not.

But he continued that he really did
“‘believe that there’s a lot of power be-
hind love and compassion and resisting
and listening to people.” Now, some
people might call Mr. Mortenson a
fuzzy-brained peacenik, but he isn’t.
Far from it. He opposes the Taliban
and he believes that there’s a place for
American troops in Afghanistan. His
books have even influenced our mili-
tary commanders, including General
McChrystal and General Petraeus.

Admiral Mike Mullen, the Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, has made
Mr. Mortenson an adviser. So Mr.
Mortenson isn’t saying let’s pick up
and leave Afghanistan and sing
“Kumbaya.”” But he does want to
change our mission there, as I do. He
wants to see much more emphasis on
diplomacy, economic development, bet-
ter policing, a better legal system to
protect women’s rights and of course,
more schools.

These are some of the cornerstones of
SMART security, which I’'ve been advo-
cating because, Mr. Speaker, President
Obama is sending 30,000 more troops to
Afghanistan. It will cost $1 million per
year to support each of those soldiers.
Greg Mortenson says that we could
build 30 to 40 schools with $1 million
and educate up to 30,000 young peobple
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for the cost of one soldier. I think
that’s a far better way to win the
hearts and minds of the Afghan people
and defeat violent terrorism.

Mr. Mortenson is really on to some-
thing. I think we should all listen to
what he has to say. There has to be a
smarter way.

——

THE AMERICANS WHO DRIVE
TRUCKS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, free-
dom and liberty have always been the
American ideal. Core American values
have not changed over the centuries.
Take a look at the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the Bill of Rights, and
America’s values are written down for
us. The Declaration acknowledges that
our rights come from God, not from
government. Life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness are manifested in the
Constitution, not granted by the Con-
stitution.

The government doesn’t give us our
rights, and they can’t take them away.
Government has no rights. People have
rights. Government has power. Govern-
ment gets power when we give up our
rights to government. The American
people have made it plain they don’t
want the government taking over
health care. That’s not compatible
with liberty. America does believe in
freedom, that includes freedom of reli-
gion and the freedom to exercise our
religion. They believe in freedom of the
press and the right to peaceably assem-
ble and speak their minds to a govern-
ment that is not allowed to stop them,
especially if the government doesn’t
like what the people are saying. Ameri-
cans believe in the God-given right to
defend themselves, their families, their
homes and their property. We have a
right to be free from illegal search and
seizure. And the American people be-
lieve in fair trials, fair courts and fair
play. These are all core American val-
ues. They are in the Constitution. Most
Americans believe these rights don’t
change with time. And most of the
Americans I represent in Texas believe
all these values are fairly well set in
stone.

Now, some of these Americans drive
trucks, or pickups as we call them. Re-
cently, there have been some deroga-
tory, disrespectful statements made by
those who arrogantly dismiss truck
owners. However, there are a lot of
vocal truck owners in America. The
Ford F-150 pickup is the most popular
vehicle sold in the United States for
the last 28 years; 25 percent of all vehi-
cles sold in America are pickups. And if
you add SUVs to the mix, 40 percent of
all truck sales, including pickups, are
sold to women. Over 40 percent con-
sider their truck more important than
their home. As one truck owner told
me, ‘“You can sleep in your truck, but
you can’t drive your house.”’
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Not surprisingly, Texas is America’s
biggest pickup market, and you don’t
see too many Volvo station wagons
where I come from. These Americans
who drive trucks, in my opinion, are
fiercely independent, outspoken and
will tell you they don’t belong to a
party but they vote for the person.
These drivers are of every race and age,
and 64 percent say their truck is a
manifestation of their character, their
personality and their politics.

Truck owners are one voice in Amer-
ica that government would do well to
listen to. Contrary to current Wash-
ington wisdom, the Americans I know
and represent, like truck drivers and
others, do not look forward to a day
when government, in the name of pro-
gressive politics, makes all our deci-
sions for us. This is not a country of
weak, timid souls who think govern-
ment is the answer to every problem
and has a better solution than the indi-
viduals it rules over. This is not a peo-
ple of sheep who are afraid to control
their own lives and believe government
knows best. This is a country of high-
spirited individuals that want to be left
alone.

Many people I represent believe gov-
ernment is a wolf seeking what lib-
erties it can devour from the people.
Americans don’t believe our health
should be turned over to the Federal
Government and made a budget item.
We don’t want some government bu-
reaucrat deciding we can’t have the
pacemaker surgery, just take pain kill-
ers. That will not work for America.
After all, we’re not some nanny state,
European-style.

Truck owners and other Americans
believe in transparent government, not
smoky back-room deals that have an
odor of corruption, payoffs, and pay-
backs. The Americans I know believe
in hard work and a private economy
that rewards hard work with jobs open
to every citizen. They believe in enjoy-
ing the fruits of their own labor, and
they know how better to spend their
money than Big Government. Ameri-
cans believe in giving people a helping
hand when they need it, but don’t be-
lieve in creating a dependent class of
people.

Truck owners don’t believe in an
elite ruling class of D.C. insiders mak-
ing decisions for the rest of us. Mr.
Speaker, I think most Americans be-
lieve in the American Dream which is
simply this: freedom. This Nation was
founded on freedom, and we don’t want
the government micromanaging our
lives. The Americans I know, espe-
cially those that drive trucks, want
government to remember the begin-
ning of the Constitution, which says,
“We, the people.” After all, it doesn’t
say, we the subjects. And as one bump-
er sticker on a pickup stated, ‘I love
America. It’s government I continue to
worry about.”’

And that’s just the way it is.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
UNDERSTANDING THE ECONOMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, the
Joint Economic Committee, which I
chair, has just released a report enti-
tled ‘‘Understanding the Economy,
State by State.” The report provides
quick and easy access to the major eco-
nomic indicators for all 50 States in
the areas of jobs, unemployment, per-
sonal earnings, and housing. It paints a
by-the-numbers picture of the current
economic reality in each of our 50
States. Every picture tells a story that
is at once both informative and sober-
ing.

The report captures the enormity of
the economic damage caused by the
Great Recession that began in Decem-
ber of 2007, while making clear that the
United States economy has improved
and begun to grow since the Bush ad-
ministration left office. And this shows
that the last month the Bush adminis-
tration was in office this country lost
over 750,000 jobs. Nationally, there has
been a substantial decrease in the rate
of job losses. The economy started los-
ing jobs in January of 2008, increasing
at a rapid rate throughout the year.
The average quarterly job loss has now
declined from a staggering 691,000 jobs
lost per month in the first quarter of
2009 to 69,000 jobs in the most recent
quarter, yet even that number is unac-
ceptable.

And as you delve into the report, it
provides a more localized and precise
picture for each State. A chart like
this is available for all 50 States. This
chart, for example, is for my home
State of New York. It shows at a
glance the monthly change in private
payrolls from January of 2008 to De-
cember of 2009. You can see that the
unemployment rate in New York was 9
percent in December of 2009. That’s up
4.4 percentage points from December of
2007. It has been a bumpy road, but you
can see clearly that the trend is now in
the right direction.

A scatter chart is also included in
the report, and for New York State it
reveals at a glance that the unemploy-
ment rate is below the national rate,
and that total job losses have been
smaller than U.S. averages. The econo-
mies of the States vary enormously.
New York’s economy depends heavily
on information technology and finan-
cial services. Some States that are
more dependent on construction and
manufacturing have been hit much
harder by job losses.

An economic overview and outlook
accompanies each State chart. The one
for New York provides an estimate
from the President’s Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers that employment in
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