May 13, 2010

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

REMEMBERING LENA HORNE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WATSON. Today I would like to
acknowledge the loss of one of Holly-
wood’s brightest stars, the legendary
Lena Horne. Lena Horne broke barriers
as a performer. She began her career at
age 16, making a name for herself as a
dancer in Harlem’s renowned Cotton
Club in the 1930s. She became the first
black performer with a major Holly-
wood studio contract. In 1942, Lena
moved to Los Angeles, where she ap-
peared in such movies as ‘‘Cabin in the
Sky,” “Meet Me in Las Vegas,” and
“The Wiz.” Her role in the film
“Stormy Weather’” included her ren-
dition of the title song, which became
her trademark.

A remarkable, charismatic enter-
tainer, Horne became one of the top-
earning performers of black Hollywood
by 1945. Lena is now credited with pav-
ing the way for many black actresses
in Hollywood who aspire towards larger
roles in film productions. Though pri-
marily known as an entertainer, Horne
also was noted for her work with civil
rights and political organizations. As
an actress, she refused to play roles
that stereotyped African American
women, and by the 1960s, she became a
prominent celebrity voice in the civil
rights movement. She joined in the
March on Washington when Martin Lu-
ther King gave his ‘“I Have a Dream”
speech and spoke at a rally with
Medgar Evers. Her one-woman show,
“Lena Horne: The Lady and Her
Music,” garnered many awards, includ-
ing a Drama Critics’ Circle Award and
a special achievement Tony Award. In
1984, Horne received a Kennedy Center
honor for lifetime contribution to the
arts, and in 1989, a Grammy Award for
lifetime achievement.

As a pioneer black celebrity in a time
when blacks went in the back door,
Lena Horne sang out, and she sang out
front and entertained the Nation and
the world. Her smile and her presence
opened doors in a time when blacks
were denied their basic civil rights. She
lit up Hollywood. And we join the Na-
tion, her family, her friends, and col-
leagues in mourning the loss of this
legendary entertainer and civil rights
activist.

REGULATING THE DOLLAR IS
CONGRESS’ RESPONSIBILITY
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, how
long is Congress going to sit idly by
while the Federal Reserve destroys the
value of the U.S. dollar? On Friday,
May 7, our dollar was worth only one
twelve-hundredth of an ounce of gold.
That means that the dollar has lost
more than three-quarters of its value
in just 9 years, since 2001.

Let’s not kid ourselves and think the
value of our dollars in terms of gold
doesn’t matter. Where gold prices go,
other prices follow. We are either going
to see the dollar price of gold fall or we
are in for a blast of inflation that will
crush the middle class and lead to yet
another recession.

If you think that this can’t happen,
let me remind you that is exactly what
happened in the 1970s and the early
1980s. Do we want to go back to the
1970s? Do we want to have double-digit
inflation followed by double-digit un-
employment? Well, that will happen
unless we stabilize the U.S. dollar.

And let’s not kid ourselves and think
that Dbecause the dollar is rising
against the euro, all is well in America.
The euro and the dollar are both head-
ed off the financial cliff. The euro is
just jumping first. Mr. Speaker, how
can we expect to have a stable econ-
omy or a stable financial market with-
out a stable currency? The dollar is in-
volved in every single transaction we
do. If it moves around, it takes every-
thing with it. We have seen in the past
2 years just how high the cost of an un-
stable dollar can be.

Robert Mundell, the Nobel Prize-win-
ning economist and adviser to Presi-
dent Reagan, says that it was the Fed-
eral Reserve that caused the real es-
tate bubble and bust. He says that the
Fed is responsible for the economic cri-
sis we are in today. That makes sense.
It takes a lot of power to do this much
damage, and there is no economic
power greater than money.

Here’s what happens, and people are
not stupid: When the price of gold
heads up, people sense that inflation is
on the way. The way you protect your-
self from inflation is to buy real assets
with borrowed money. The longer the
inflation goes on, the more leverage
builds up and the bigger the ultimate
crash. Well, we got the bubble in real
assets in 2001 to 2007 and the crash
came in 2008. Do we want another one?
Isn’t 9.9 percent unemployment high
enough?

Mr. Speaker, I have right here a
pocket Constitution that many Mem-
bers carry around with them. When all
else fails, we ought to read the Con-
stitution. It says in article I, section 8,
Congress shall have the power to coin
money, regulate the value thereof, and
of foreign coin, and fix the standard of
weights and measures.

What this means is that Congress is
supposed to set the value of the dollar.
It is the constitutional duty of Con-
gress to regulate the value of our
money. But Congress ignores its legal
obligation and does not regulate the
value of money. What Congress does, it
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gives the Fed the responsibility to reg-
ulate interest rates. But the Constitu-
tion does not give the Fed or any other
government agency the power to regu-
late interest rates.

There’s a lot of talk about how im-
portant it is that the Federal Reserve
should be independent. Well, Mr.
Speaker, I don’t believe that any part
of the government should be inde-
pendent of the Constitution. All the
Fed’s vaunted independence has pro-
duced is two boom-bust cycles in 10
years, the second one worse than the
first.

Mr. Speaker, there is wisdom in the
Constitution. That is why I have intro-
duced H.R. 835, which is called the Dol-
lar Bill Act. This bill would fulfill Con-
gress’ constitutional responsibility to
define the value of the dollar. By doing
so, we can stabilize the value of the
dollar and stabilize the American econ-
omy.

Mr. Speaker, we need to hold hear-
ings on this bill. The American people
want a stable economy and a stable fi-
nancial market, so we need a stable
dollar. It’s time for Congress to buck it
up and fulfill its constitutional duty
and regulate the value of the dollar.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

0 1415

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. KOSMAS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KOSMAS addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

HONORING CAPTAIN BRANDON
BARRETT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, one of the things that really con-
cerns me about war is we lose so many
fine young men and women in conflict,
in the combat area. One of the finest
young men in my district from Marion,
Indiana, Captain Brandon Aaron Bar-

rett, who was 27 years old, died
Wednesday, May 5, while serving in Af-
ghanistan.

Brandon was born January 21, 1983, in
Albuquerque, New Mexico. As a child,
Brandon was friendly and energetic,
making friends with everyone he came
in contact with. He played sports, and
he dreamed of serving in the United
States military. He wanted to be a ma-
rine.

After graduating from Marion High
School in 2001, he went to the United
States Naval Academy and he was very
proud of that. He graduated from there
in 2006. Upon graduation, Brandon was
assigned to the 1st Battalion, 6th Ma-
rine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, II
Marine Expeditionary Force at Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina. Brandon de-
ployed twice to Afghanistan in support
of Operation Enduring Freedom, once
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from March to October of 2008 and then
again in December of 2009.

During Captain Barrett’s distin-
guished career, he received multiple
awards for his service. The awards that
he received include the Navy and Ma-
rine Achievement Medal, National De-
fense Service Medal, Global War on
Terrorism Service Medal, Afghanistan
Campaign Medal, and the NATO Inter-
national Security Assistance Force
Medal. He has also recently been post-
humously promoted from first lieuten-
ant to the rank of captain. His deep
commitment to the United States Ma-
rine Corps and the men he led was in-
surmountable.

Brandon ‘‘Bull” Barrett will be re-
membered in Marion, Indiana, as a
gifted athlete, avid outdoorsman, and a
natural born leader. Those who knew
him best will remember him for not
only the loyalty and perseverance that
served him so well in the Marine Corps,
but also his unwavering dedication to
the friendships of his youth in Marion.
Throughout his life, Brandon kept the
city of Marion close to his heart, com-
ing home on nearly every leave, and al-
ways greeting everyone he met with a
smile.

To the citizens of the State of Indi-
ana, his fellow marines, and the count-
less others he touched, Brandon will
forever be remembered as a hero. Our
thoughts, prayers, and deepest condo-
lences go out to his mother, Cindy; his
father, Brett; his brother, Brock; and
his sisters, Ashley and Taylor.

Mr. Speaker, one of things that we
never really think about is the impact
it has on other people in the Corps or
in the Army or Navy when they lose
one of their beloved fighting buddies.
His captain, his commanding officer
said in an article, ‘“‘It’s surreal.” He
said, ‘I keep expecting him to walk
around the corner, big smile on his
face.” They can’t believe he is gone. He
said that everyone who knew him knew
he was a leader, an officer, and a great
man, and he is sorely missed.

I would like to say once again to his
family, our condolences, our deepest
condolences go out to you. Everyone in
Indiana and throughout the country is
very happy that he served this country
with such great distinction.

[From The Chronicle-Tribune, Marion, IN,

May 12, 2010]
BRANDON AARON BARRETT
Jan. 21, 1983-May 5, 2010

Brandon Aaron Barrett, 27, died on
Wednesday, May 5, 2010, serving his country
in Afghanistan. He has recently been post-
humously promoted from the rank of first
lieutenant to captain by the United States
Marine Corps.

Barrett was born Jan. 21, 1983 in Albu-
querque, New Mexico. He spent his childhood
befriending everyone he met, playing sports,
and dreaming of becoming a soldier for the
United States military.

Brandon graduated from Marion High
School in 2001, and he was proudly accepted
into the United States Naval Academy at
Annapolis, Maryland. He graduated in 2006,
joined the Marine Corps, and was promoted
to the rank of first lieutenant on May 26,
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2008. Barrett was assigned to the 1st Bat-
talion, 6th Marine Regiment; 2nd Marine Di-
vision, II Marine Expeditionary Force at
Camp Lejeune in North Carolina. He de-
ployed to Afghanistan in support of Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom from March to Oc-
tober 2008 and again in December 2009.

Barrett’s awards include the Navy and Ma-
rine Corps Achievement Medal, National De-
fense Service Medal, Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, Afghanistan Cam-
paign Medal and NATO International Secu-
rity Assistance Force Medal.

Brandon ‘‘Bull” Barrett was an out-
standing athlete, an avid outdoorsman and a
natural leader. He confronted every task
with enthusiasm and accepted each responsi-
bility with dignity. His passionate commit-
ment to the Marine Corps and to his troops
was insurmountable. Those who knew him
will remember his loyalty and his dedication
to friendship most of all. His eyes held no
prejudice, and he greeted everyone with a
smile. Brandon kept the city of Marion, Indi-
ana closest to his heart, returning home on
nearly every leave. To its citizens and to the
countless numbers of lives that he touched,
Brandon Barrett will forever be remembered
as a hero.

He is survived by his mother, Cindy Bar-
rett; his father, Brett Barrett; his sisters,
Ashley and Taylor Barrett; his brother,
Brock Barrett; and his grandmother, Carmen
Johnson. Additional survivors include sev-
eral aunts, uncles and cousins.

Visitation will be held on Friday, May 14,
2010 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the Marion High
School Bill Green Athletic Arena, 750 W. 26th
Street, Marion, IN 46953.

A funeral service will be held at 10 a.m. on
Saturday, May 15, 2010, also at the MHS Bill
Green Athletic Arena. A burial service will
follow at Gardens of Memory, 11201 S. Mar-
ion Rd. 35, Marion, IN 46952.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made
for those wishing to contribute to a memo-
rial and scholarship fund in Brandon’s name.
Please send contributions to STAR Wealth
Management, Capt. Brandon A. Barrett Me-
morial Fund, 3610 River Crossing Parkway—
Suite 190, Indianapolis, IN 46240.

Local arrangements are being handled by
Needham-Storey-Wampner Funeral Service,
North Chapel, 1341 N. Baldwin Avenue, Mar-
ion, IN.

Barrett was killed in Afghanistan a week
ago today, 60 days before he was scheduled to
return home from his tour in combat.

His sister, Ashley Barrett, said she and her
family are looking forward to allowing her
brother to be at peace by finally laying his
body to rest.

More details regarding his killing were re-
ported this week by The Sunday Times, of
London.

“That article was very upsetting to read,”
Ashley Barrett said.

She said the information reported in the
British newspaper was more than what the
family received in the casualty report pro-
vided by the U.S. Marine Corps.

According to the article, under the head-
line, ‘“‘Swift and bloody: the Taliban’s re-
venge,”” a Taliban gunman shot Barrett
while he was fortifying his post in the
Helmand town of Marjah. Barrett and Lance
Corporal Marcus Lounello, 21, did not have
their flak jackets on because of the heat that
day. The Times article said Barrett was shot
in the chest as he stood between two ar-
mored vehicles and died before a medical
team could reach him, and Lounello was also
shot and suffered extreme internal injuries:
Lounello is expected to recover.

“It’s surreal’” Captain Tony Zinni,
Barrett’s commanding officer in the 1st Bat-
talion, 6th Marine Regiment, told the Times
on Saturday. ‘I keep expecting him to walk
around the corner, big smile on his face.”
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Barett had been well known in Marjah, ac-
cording to the article. He guarded a post
that checked traffic coming in and out of the
town that was once a Taliban stronghold.
The city was taken over by the Marines and
their Afghan allies in February. Zinni told
the Times that it was generally a boring
duty, but Barrett was good about it.

According to the article, Barrett would
visit the neighborhood elders in Marjah, and
could even partially speak their language—
Pashto.

Zinni told the Times he thinks the lieuten-
ant was targeted and it makes him angry.

‘“Everyone in the block knew him, knew he
was the officer,” the captain said of Barrett.

Barrett was the first death in Marjah for
the battalion’s weapons company.

Barrett’s friend, Andrew Morrell of Mar-
ion, said the efforts Barrett made to know
the elders in Marjah and learn their lan-
guage was part of his character:

“The main reason why Jesus affected the
lives of so many people in his ministry in
Galilee is because he dwelt amongst the peo-
ple. This is the exact same reason why Bran-
don made such an impact among friends,
family, but even more, strangers,” wrote
Morrell, who, communicated by e-mail while
in Israel.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PAUL addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

CALLING ON MOROCCO TO RE-
SPECT HUMAN RIGHTS AND RE-
LIGIOUS FREEDOM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to bring to the attention of my col-
leagues the precarious situation of
Christians and other religious minori-
ties in Morocco. In March, Moroccan
authorities deported approximately 40
U.S. citizens and scores of our foreign
nationals. The individuals deported
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