H3444

honor Asian Pacific American Heritage
Month.

As the Representative of the 47th
Congressional District of California, I
have a very diverse community, and a
lot of them fall into the Asian and Pa-
cific Islander American community. As
a proud cosponsor of House Resolution
435, which celebrates Asian Pacific
American Heritage Month, I would like
to first thank the Congressional Asian
Pacific American Caucus for recog-
nizing the important contributions
made by their community to our Na-
tion.

For the past 14 years, I have wit-
nessed firsthand the rich culture and
contributions that the Asian Pacific Is-
lander community brings to my dis-
trict in Orange County. The commu-
nity is an integral component of Or-
ange County, and we see leadership all
over the place in Orange County from
that community increasingly, as lead-
ers in academia and the arts and gov-
ernment and the military and in the
private sector.

I would like to recognize all of the
community partners and their out-
standing service in the Asian Pacific
Islander American community of Or-
ange County and their continued ef-
forts.

———

HARVARD STUDY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, the Fed-
eral Government is deep in debt and
digging fast. We all know the impor-
tance of balancing the Federal budget,
but we disagree on how to do that. How
can we reduce the deficit without hurt-
ing our economy? Do we cut spending,
or do we raise taxes?

I have here an analysis from two Har-
vard professors looking at how large
changes in fiscal policy affect deficits
and economies. Their research shows
that ‘‘fiscal adjustments based upon
spending cuts and no tax increases are
more likely to reduce deficit and debt
over GDP ratios than those based on
tax increases.”

The authors looked at decades of eco-
nomic data around the world and came
to the conclusion that it is best to go
about reducing large deficits through
government restraint and spending
cuts.

Some think that we can keep spend-
ing recklessly, raise taxes, and balance
the books. This study shows that we
must get our spending under control.
Raising taxes only Kkills jobs in our
economy, leaving the government in an
even worse fiscal situation.

This study is available on my Web
site. I encourage all to examine it.

RECOGNIZING FRANK HERHOLD

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize one of the
great leaders in my district in South
Florida—Frank Herhold.

Frank is the executive director of the
Marine Industries Association of South
Florida, a position he has held since
1990. Even before taking on this leader-
ship role, Frank operated a shipyard of
his own, bringing his total career in
the marine industry to over 30 years.
After decades of hard work, Frank will
be retiring this summer. I would per-
sonally like to thank him for his hard
work and dedication to our commu-
nity.

The marine industry is critical to
South Florida’s economy, and, under
Frank’s leadership, the Fort Lauder-
dale International Boat Show has be-
come the world’s largest, pumping mil-
lions of dollars into our local economy.

Frank is the consummate profes-
sional and friend, and it was a pleasure
to work with him as we reformed
Longshore insurance together and
tackled other issues essential to the
marine industry.

Frank, I wish you the best in your re-
tirement, and thank you for your serv-
ice to South Florida.

———

MORE COSTLY DISCLOSURES
ABOUT GOVERNMENT HEALTH
CARE TAKEOVER

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, more costly disclo-
sures continue to come out about the
government health care takeover. And
why should we be surprised, when
Speaker PELOSI told the American peo-
ple that we need to—and I quote—‘‘pass
the bill so we can find out what is in
it”?

The more we find out, the worse it
looks. The latest analysis by the non-
partisan Congressional Budget Office
reveals that the health care takeover
will cost at least $115 billion more than
originally estimated. This follows last
month’s CMS report that highlighted
health care costs will increase by $311
billion over the next 10 years, and will
force millions of seniors off their cur-
rent Medicare coverage.

Washington must stop promising one
thing and delivering another, particu-
larly when it comes to price tags. If
Congress continues to drag its feet,
runaway deficits and unsustainable
debt are sure to cripple our economy
and would lead us down the same path
as Greece.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September
11th in the Global War on Terrorism.
My sympathy to the family of Betty
Jackson Mack of Gaston, South Caro-
lina.

———

PASSING OF JERRY HILDEBRAND

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McDERMOTT. Madam Speaker,
over this past weekend our Nation lost
one of the great champions of the un-
employment insurance system.

Jerry Hildebrand was the Chief of
Legislation for Unemployment Insur-
ance at the Department of Labor, and
he was intricately involved in every
major Ul reform over the past several
decades.

Most recently, Jerry had been instru-
mental in ensuring the delivery of ex-
tended unemployment benefits and in
helping States navigate reforms to
their unemployment systems with the
help of UI Modernization Grants. His
advice about the possible impact of
policy before enactment and his skill-
ful work on implementation after the
passage of legislation will be sorely
missed.

He took his daughter to college this
weekend, and then dropped dead. Our
thoughts and prayers go out to Jerry’s
family, as well as to his colleagues at
the Department of Labor. Jerry
Hildebrand made our government work
for the people, and that contribution
will surely live on.

——————

AMERICA COMPETES ACT

(Ms. SCHWARTZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Today, the House of
Representatives will take a significant
step towards advancing American inno-
vation and strengthening American
competitiveness with the America
COMPETES Act.

This bipartisan proposal will expand
public-private collaboration, assist in-
dustry and manufacturers, improve
science and mathematics education,
and create new, good-paying jobs. It ac-
complishes this by continuing the De-
partment of Energy’s Advanced Re-
search Projects, devoted to next-gen-
eration energy research and develop-
ment projects; providing loan guaran-
tees for small- and medium-sized man-
ufacturers to enable them to access
capital and become more efficient; and
by promoting more research and devel-
opment initiatives.

This bill is supported by more than
750 businesses and academic organiza-
tions, including the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, the National Association of
Manufacturers, National Venture Cap-
ital Association, and the Biotech In-
dustry Organization.

This continuing initiative is part of
the Democratic solution to promote in-
novation and new technology in both
older and new industries, prepare a
skilled workforce, enhance our eco-
nomic competitiveness, and build a
strong 21st century national economy.

————

AMERICA COMPETES
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2010

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
HALVORSON). Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 1344 and rule XVIII, the Chair
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declares the House in the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the
Union for the further consideration of
the bill, H.R. 5116.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
5116) to invest in innovation through
research and development, to improve
the competitiveness of the TUnited
States, and for other purposes, with
Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas (Acting
Chair) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose on Wednes-
day, May 12, 2010, a request for a re-
corded vote on amendment No. 34
printed in part B of House Report 111-
479 by the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
BOCCIERI) had been postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 36 OFFERED BY MS. CHU

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 36 printed
in part B of House Report 111-479.

Ms. CHU. I have an amendment at
the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 36 offered by Ms. CHU:

Page 103, line 22, insert ‘‘, including from a
2-year to a 4-year institution” after ‘‘to an-
other”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1344, the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. CHU)
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.
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Ms. CHU. Today, a woman sits in a
classroom at East Los Angeles College,
taking notes diligently as her professor
explains the different types of inor-
ganic chemical reactions. Sylvia is the
first in her family to attend college.
She can barely afford the low tuition
rate, even though she works full time
to help pay for books and put food on
the table. She is the embodiment of the
American Dream—studying, perse-
vering, working, all with the hope of
transferring to a 4-year college to earn
her bachelor’s degree in chemistry.

But the road ahead is tough. She
struggles to find rigorous courses that
meet the demands of the 4-year institu-
tions. She doesn’t have access to a
chemistry lab and her community col-
lege cannot provide the research oppor-
tunities available to her fellow stu-
dents at larger universities. But she
represents our path to economic recov-
ery. Her success is imperative to ensur-
ing a skilled and diverse workforce for
our Nation’s future.

That’s why I have introduced to the
America COMPETES Act an amend-
ment to include the community college
and to help STEM students, particu-
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larly women and underrepresented mi-
norities, transition from a 2-year to a
4-year institution. It will ensure that
all students, regardless of ethnicity or
socioeconomic status, are afforded
every opportunity to enter STEM
fields. Without my amendment, we risk
leaving Sylvia behind. We risk leaving
her without the skills to earn a high-
paying job that will provide her with
the means to support her family and
the skills to power our economic
growth.

Forty-four percent of all STEM bach-
elor’s degree holders attend commu-
nity college at some point in their ca-
reers. Many of these students represent
the neediest in our society. They are
the ones who sacrifice so much just to
better themselves and improve their
chance of success. Nationally, commu-
nity college students are older, more
likely to receive financial aid, are
more likely to be the first in their fam-
ily to attend college, and are more
likely to work while earning their de-
gree. These students are the embodi-
ment of the American Dream, and they
must not be forgotten.

As a former professor at East Los An-
geles College, I'm all too familiar with
the hurdles these students face in
working toward any bachelor’s degree,
much less those in the natural sciences
or engineering. We need these students
to succeed. By 2050, racial and ethnic
minorities will make up over half of
the college-age population. If we don’t
help them enter the most techno-
logically competitive fields, we face a
future in which America is no longer at
the forefront of innovation.

I urge support of my amendment and
the overall bill so that Sylvia and so
many other students like her have the
skills they need to be competitive and
to ensure America will stay competi-
tive tomorrow.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Chair-
woman, I rise to claim time in opposi-
tion to this amendment, although I do
not intend to oppose it.

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentleman is recognized for 5
minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. HALL of Texas. We have no ob-
jection to the amendment, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. CHU. Madam Chair, I yield the
balance of my time to the distin-
guished chairperson of the committee,
Mr. GORDON of Tennessee.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Let me
just add that this is an excellent
amendment that makes a good bill bet-
ter; a good, bipartisan bill even better.
And I thank the gentlelady for the con-
tent of this amendment.

Ms. CHU. Madam Chair, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Chair, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. CHU).

The amendment was agreed to.
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AMENDMENT NO. 38 OFFERED BY MRS.
HALVORSON

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 38 printed
in part B of House Report 111-479.

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Chair, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment
HALVORSON:

Page 106, line 3, strike ‘‘CONSIDERATIONS.—
In”’ and insert ‘‘CONSIDERATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In"".

Page 106, line 8, insert ‘‘and veterans’’ after
¢“1885b)”’.

Page 106, after line 8, insert the following
new paragraph:

(2) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this sub-
section, the term ‘‘veteran’ means a person
who—

(A) served on active duty (other than ac-
tive duty for training) in the Armed Forces
of the United States for a period of more
than 180 consecutive days, and who was dis-
charged or released therefrom under condi-
tions other than dishonorable; or

(B) served on active duty (other than ac-

tive duty for training) in the Armed Forces
of the United States and was discharged or
released from such service for a service-con-
nected disability before serving 180 consecu-
tive days.
For purposes of subparagraph (B), the term
‘‘service-connected” has the meaning given
such term under section 101 of title 38,
United States Code.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1344, the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. HALVORSON)
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Illinois.

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Chair, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I would also like to thank the gen-
tleman from Tennessee, Chairman
GORDON, for his very hard work on this
very important legislation that will
spur innovation, modernize our manu-
facturing base, and prepare our work-
force for the next generation of good-
paying jobs.

I rise today in support of my amend-
ment to the America COMPETES Re-
authorization Act. My amendment is
very simple. It will help expand career
opportunities in science and engineer-
ing for veterans of our armed services.
As the only Member from my State
that serves on the House Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs, I am proud to stand
up for the brave men and women who
have served our country and our mili-
tary. It is important for us to stand up
for them not only when they are on Ac-
tive Duty, but also when they return
home.

Unfortunately, too many of our vet-
erans have difficulty finding jobs when
they transition back into civilian life.
With the veterans’ unemployment rate
at about 13 percent, well above the na-
tional average, we need to do every-
thing we can to provide veterans with
career opportunities. The America
COMPETES Reauthorization Act es-
tablishes a new postdoctoral research

No. 38 offered by Mrs.
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fellowship program at the National
Science Foundation. This program will
award competitive, merit-based re-
search fellowships for up to 3 years to
graduates who have recently completed
a doctoral degree in a field supported
by the foundation. My amendment will
instruct the director of the foundation
to give consideration to the goal of
promoting participation by veterans
when evaluating applications.

Many of our Nation’s veterans spe-
cialize in science and engineering fields
during their service in the military,
and some of them even had the oppor-
tunity to pursue advanced degrees in
these fields during their service. Others
choose to continue their education in
science and engineering by pursuing
doctorate degrees after they leave Ac-
tive Duty. My amendment will help
these uniquely qualified veterans build
careers in science and engineering by
encouraging them to compete for the
new National Science Foundation
postdoctoral research fellowships es-
tablished by this bill. When our vet-
erans ask for the opportunity to con-
tinue serving their country in the next
generation of jobs, we should give them
that chance, which is what my amend-
ment seeks to do.

Once again, I thank Chairman GOR-
DON and his staff for working with me
on this amendment, and I ask for the
support of my colleagues.

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Chair-
woman, I rise to claim time in opposi-
tion to this amendment, although I do
not oppose it.

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentleman is recognized for 5
minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. HALL of Texas. In fact, I'm in
strong support of the amendment, as it
reemphasizes language that I had ac-
cepted at the full committee markup
and is now included in title VII. In my
opinion, we can’t do enough to assist
our veterans who are returning to
school after putting their lives on the
line so that all of us can enjoy the free-
doms that we have in this country.
Likewise, I remain committed to help-
ing those institutions of higher edu-
cation that are also going above and
beyond the norm in helping our vet-
erans receive their education.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Chair, I
yield the remainder of my time to the
gentleman from Tennessee, Chairman
GORDON.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. I thank
the gentlelady and I commend my
friend, the ranking member, Mr. HALL,
for his continued commitment to vet-
erans from World War II, like himself,
and beyond. I also want to thank the
gentlelady from Illinois for her good
work on the Veterans Affairs’ Com-
mittee and for this amendment pro-
moting the inclusion of veterans in our
STEM workforce.

Many of our veterans have technical
backgrounds already. With some addi-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

tional training, they are well posi-
tioned to continue serving their coun-
try through research discoveries that
will benefit society and improve our
economic competitiveness.

I urge my colleagues to support this
amendment.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Chair, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Chair, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Illinois (Mrs. HALVOR-
SON).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Chair, I
demand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentlewoman from Illinois will be
postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 44 OFFERED BY MR. KRATOVIL

The Acting CHAIR. The Chair under-
stands that the amendments numbered
40 and 41 will not be offered at this
time.

It is now in order to consider amend-
ment No. 44 printed in part B of House
Report 111-479.

Mr. KRATOVIL. Madam Chair, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment
KRATOVIL:

Page 149, after line 21, insert the following
new section:

SEC. 305. ENCOURAGING FEDERAL SCIENTISTS
AND ENGINEERS TO PARTICIPATE IN
STEM EDUCATION.

Not later than 6 months after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Director of the
Office of Science and Technology Policy, in
consultation with the Department of Edu-
cation, shall develop a policy to—

(1) increase volunteerism in STEM edu-
cation activities by encouraging scientists
and engineers from Federal science agencies
conducting nonmilitary scientific research
and development, including scientists and
engineers of the federally funded research
and development centers supported by those
agencies, to volunteer in STEM education
activities, and by providing administrative
support for such scientists and engineers to
engage in such volunteerism; and

(2) support increased communication and
partnerships between scientists and engi-
neers from Federal science agencies con-
ducting nonmilitary scientific research and
development, including scientists and engi-
neers of the federally funded research and de-
velopment centers supported by those agen-
cies, and elementary and secondary schools
and teachers through volunteerism in STEM
education activities.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1344, the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. KRATOVIL) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Maryland.

Mr. KRATOVIL. Madam Chair, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

No. 44 offered by Mr.
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Madam Chair, I rise in support of the
Kratovil-Connolly amendment to the
America COMPETES Act, as well as in
support of the underlying bill. I would
first like to thank the chairman, Mr.
GORDON, for allowing the amendment
and also for the opportunity to speak
on its behalf. And I also want to thank
my colleague and friend, Mr.
CoNNOLLY, for his leadership on this
issue as well.

Simply put, Madam Chair, our
amendment seeks to inspire students
to enter the exciting, fascinating, and
often times lucrative fields of science
and innovation, by presenting them
with real life experiences of the men
and women who are leaders in these
fields. Our amendment would encour-
age Federal employees working in the
fields of science and engineering to vol-
unteer their time and expertise in
STEM educational activity. By sharing
their stories with students, we hope to
encourage students to study and pursue
similar careers while preparing them
for the competitive 21st-century global
economy and workforce.

Expanding and strengthening science
and technology curricula will provide
students with the tools they need to
enter the workforce. Our amendment
builds on this foundation by encour-
aging Federal scientists and engineers
already working in these fields to vol-
unteer their time and expertise to
teach today’s students how careers in
these fields not only support American
competitiveness but can contribute to
their own professional growth.

The America COMPETES Act will
strengthen America’s role in an in-
creasingly competitive world while our
amendment will bolster this effort by
encouraging scientists and engineers to
share their real-world experiences with
what we hope will be future scientists
and engineers.

I urge my colleagues to support this
amendment, as well as the underlying
bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Chair-
woman, I rise to claim time in opposi-
tion to the amendment, although I do
not intend to oppose it.

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentleman is recognized for 5
minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Chair, 1
support this amendment and would
hope if it is accepted, the chairman
would continue to work with us to
clarify the administrative language as
we move to conference.

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. KRATOVIL. Madam Chair, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
CONNOLLY).
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Chair, I thank my friend Mr. KRATOVIL
from Maryland for his leadership, and I
thank the chairman and the ranking
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member of the committee for their
leadership on this important topic of
STEM education.

My 14 years in local government,
helping to manage the 12th-largest
school district in the United States and
home to the number one high school in
the United States 3 years in a row, a
STEM high school, Thomas Jefferson,
has taught me how important mathe-
matics, science, engineering, and tech-
nology are for the future of our coun-
try, for competitiveness, American
competitiveness. In a recent inter-
national assessment of 15-year-old stu-
dents, the United States ranked 28th in
math literacy and 24th in science lit-
eracy. We can and must do better, and
this amendment, I think, will move us
a long way toward that goal so that
every community in America will have
this opportunity, and our children will
have a bright future in the sciences, in
math, in technology, and in engineer-
ing.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Chair-
man, I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. KRATOVIL. Madam Chair, I
yield as much time as he may consume
to the gentleman from Tennessee,
Chairman GORDON.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Let me
inquire, how much time is left?

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Maryland has 2% minutes. The
gentleman from Texas has yielded back
his time.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. First let
me say, Madam Chair, to my friend and
ranking member, I am not sure what
the technical corrections are that he is
concerned about, but I assure you that
we will certainly start working on that
to clean up any language that needs to
be cleaned up.

Additionally, I rise to support this
good amendment. Scientists and engi-
neers at the Federal science agencies
have the experience and expertise to
contribute greatly to STEM education.
Whether it is through helping a teacher
with a hands-on activity in the class-
room, assisting with a local robotics
competition, or serving as a mentor to
a student, there are a variety of ways
in which Federal scientists and engi-
neers can volunteer their time to help
improve STEM education. This amend-
ment would increase volunteerism by
scientists and engineers working in
Federal agencies and would encourage
the agencies to provide administrative
support for those scientists and engi-
neers to volunteer their time. I urge
my colleagues to support this good bi-
partisan amendment.

Mr. KRATOVIL. I yield back the re-
mainder of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. KRATOVIL).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 50 OFFERED BY MR. FLAKE

The Acting CHAIR. The Chair under-
stands that amendment No. 45 will not
be offered at this time.
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It is now in order to consider amend-
ment No. 50 printed in part B of House
Report 111-479.

Mr. FLAKE. Madam Chairman, I rise
as the designee of the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY).

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 50 offered by Mr. FLAKE:

Page 127, after line 13, insert the following
new section:

SEC. 256. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that retaining
graduate-level talent trained at American
universities in Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, and Mathematics (STEM) fields is
critical to enhancing the competitiveness of
American businesses.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1344, the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

Mr. FLAKE. I thank the Chair. I be-
lieve this amendment is noncontrover-
sial in nature. It merely adds sense of
Congress language to the bill express-
ing that, ‘‘retaining graduate-level tal-
ent trained at American universities in
STEM fields is critical to enhancing
the competitiveness of American busi-
nesses.”

According to the National Science
Foundation, foreign students receive
about half of all doctorates in engi-
neering, mathematics, computer
sciences, physics, and economics that
are awarded in the United States. Un-
fortunately, growing backlogs in proc-
essing applications hamper the flexi-
bility of U.S. employers to hire for-
eign-born talent with advanced degrees
from American universities. These hur-
dles affect even doctoral graduates in
STEM fields trained at U.S. univer-
sities, who either return home or seek
employment in a country with a more
welcoming immigration system. The
loss of Ph.D. talent, trained at U.S. in-
stitutions and due to immigration red-
tape, to our competitors makes little
sense, and it harms our economy.

Researchers at Duke University and
the University of California-Berkeley
found that from 1995 to 2005, more than
a quarter of engineering and tech-
nology companies started in the U.S.
had at least one foreign-born founder,
and in 2006, these companies employed
450,000 workers and produced $52 billion
in sales. This amendment is supported
by COMPETE America, American
Council on International Personnel,
and TechAmerica.

I urge its adoption. This is impor-
tant. We need to ensure that our econ-
omy is competitive moving forward,
and we need to ensure that we have
graduates in these STEM fields who
can be here and lead these research ef-
forts.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. I rise to
claim time in opposition to the amend-
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ment, even though I am not opposed to
the amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentleman is recognized for 5
minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Chair, I rise in strong support of this
good bipartisan amendment by my
friend from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) and
Mr. QUIGLEY from Illinois.

This amendment recognizes the im-
portance of attracting and retaining
the best and brightest young scientists
from around the world here to the
United States. The ability of our Na-
tion to innovate and to compete in a
global economy is built on a founda-
tion of basic research. Our universities’
postdoctoral fellows, master’s and
Ph.D. students serve as the engine that
drives our research enterprise. It is es-
sential that we retain these STEM
workers in the U.S.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bipartisan amendment, which makes a
bipartisan bill even better, and I think
it’s the reason, Madam Chair, that this
bill has received so much support. Over
1,000 major organizations and compa-
nies have endorsed this bill. The U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, the National
Association of Manufacturers, the In-
formation Technology Industry Coun-
cil, the Business Roundtable, the Coun-
cil on Competitiveness, the National
Venture Capital Association
TechAmerica, TechNet, Technology
CEO Council, Telecommunications In-
dustry Association, Energy Sciences
Coalition, the Biotechnology Industry
Association, on and on and on. So this
is a good amendment to a good bill,
and I urge its adoption.

Mr. FLAKE. I thank the gentleman,
the chairman of the committee, for
agreeing to accept his amendment and
for his support of this initiative, and
for the ability of our economy to keep
those who will help lead them into the
future and help ensure that jobs stay
here as to the extent possible. I urge
adoption of the amendment.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. I yield
back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. FLAKE. Madam Chair, I demand
a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Arizona will be
postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 51 OFFERED BY MR. SALAZAR

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 51 printed
in part B of House Report 111-479.

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam Chair, I rise
today to offer an amendment to H.R.
5116.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.



H3448

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 51 offered by Mr. SALAZAR:

Page 138, line 5, strike ‘“‘and”’.

Page 138, line 9, strike the period and in-
sert ‘‘; and”’.

Page 139, after line 9, insert the following
new paragraph:

¢(6) professional training for energy audi-
tors, field technicians, and building contrac-
tors, in the areas of building energy retrofits
and audits or related renewable energy tech-
nology installations.”’.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1344, the gentleman
from Colorado (Mr. SALAZAR) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Colorado.

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam Chair, I
would like to thank Chairman GORDON
for this wonderful bill that will actu-
ally create jobs. My amendment adds
training for energy auditors, field tech-
nicians, and building contractors to
promote the use of energy retrofits and
energy-efficient technology to the list
of programs that may be included in
the Department of Energy’s STEM edu-
cation activities.

Madam Chair, I have long been an ad-
vocate for clean energy and a balanced
approach to meeting our energy needs
while preserving our natural resources.
As we continue to expand our use of re-
newable sources of energy, it is impor-
tant that we have a well trained and
knowledgeable workforce in place to
take advantage of every job oppor-
tunity that is created.

Alternative energy is an economic
boon for rural districts like the one I
represent. The Third Congressional
District of Colorado is leading the way
with innovations in solar, wind, and
woody biomass. In the San Luis Valley,
where 1 live, there is currently an 8-
megawatt solar farm with an addi-
tional 1,000 megawatts of solar in the
works. However, it is critical to reduce
the cost to America’s families and our
impact on the environment that the
men and women who build, repair, and
refurbish our homes and infrastructure
incorporate green technology in their
operations.

In a recent study, scientists at the
Department of Energy’s Berkeley Lab-
oratory examined the workforce needs
of the energy-efficiency services sector.
They found that the rate of employ-
ment growth will depend in part on
how effectively the Nation deploys
training and education programs for
the energy-efficiency workforce. It is
estimated that the size of the energy-
efficiency sector workforce is currently
at about 120,000 full-time workers. That
number would go as high as 400,000
when including part-time workers. If
we want to ensure the growth of job op-
portunities, we must secure the train-
ing programs that will allow Ameri-
cans to take advantage and excel in
these fields. By doing so, we will not
only take important steps to reduce
energy consumption, but we will en-
hance national security by reducing
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the country’s dependence on foreign
sources of energy.

I encourage my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to lend their support
to my amendment and the underlying
legislation. The America COMPETES
reauthorization is an important job
creation tool, and will put the nec-
essary funding and focus where it’s
needed most.

With that, Madam Chair, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Chair-
woman, I rise to claim time in opposi-
tion to the amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HALL of Texas. In addition to
being too narrowly focused, I do not be-
lieve this type of activity is in the spir-
it of what STEM programs really
should do at the department. There-
fore, I oppose the amendment.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam Chair, this
amendment is critical to creating the
job force that would actually help in-
crease the number of people that are
trained for renewable and alternative
energies.

With that, Madam Chair, I yield as
much time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Tennessee, Chairman
G-ORDON.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Chair, Mr. SALAZAR’s amendment
would provide DOE with the authority
to conduct training for energy audi-
tors, field technicians, and building
contractors so they can understand and
promote the use of renewable energy
and energy-efficiency technology. En-
ergy efficiency and conservation will
have the greatest near-term impact of
any approach to our energy security
and global climate change concerns.

Today’s buildings consume 40 percent
of our country’s energy, more than any
other sector of the U.S. economy. A
new study by scientists at the Depart-
ment of Energy’s Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory examined the
workforce needs of the energy-effi-
ciency service sector and found that
there is a shortage of formal training
programs in energy efficiency. This
same study found that the building and
construction trades and contractors
have limited awareness of the energy-
efficiency service sector. That is why
this amendment adds technical train-
ing for energy professionals to the De-
partment of Energy education pro-
grams authorized under this section,
and it makes a good bipartisan bill
even better.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Chair-
man, I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam Chair, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. SALAZAR).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 52 OFFERED BY MR. SCHOCK

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 52 printed
in part B of House Report 111-479.
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Mr. SCHOCK. Madam Chairman, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 52 offered by Mr. SCHOCK:

Page 191, after line 5, insert the following
new paragraph (and redesignate subsequent
paragraphs accordingly):

“(5) SPECIAL CONSIDERATION.—The Sec-
retary shall give special consideration to an
eligible recipient who agrees to collaborate
with local workforce investment area boards.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1344, the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. SCHOCK) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The gentleman from Illinois is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHOCK. Madam Chairman, I
rise to offer this amendment to the
America COMPETES Act, which en-
sures the innovative and intellectual
prowess and technical minds of the cur-
rently unemployed are taken into ac-
count during the formation of the un-
derlying regional innovation clusters.

While I have some reservations about
the current overly broad language in
this section of H.R. 5116, I nonetheless
believe it is important to provide these
regional innovation clusters with the
best partnerships available. That is
why I'm offering this amendment to in-
struct the Secretary of Commerce to
give priority to those innovative clus-
ters that work with local Workforce In-
vestment Area, or commonly referred
to WIA boards.

The WIA boards serve the unem-
ployed by providing them with specific
resources that help them improve their
abilities and skills to get hired. Local
WIA boards are typically known for
hosting career fairs, providing con-
tinuing education assistance, and
working on resume and job improve-
ment strategies. WIA boards offer One-
Stop Career Service Centers and take
the time to get to know the unem-
ployed citizens in their neighborhood.
WIA boards are often on the front lines
of providing assistance to unemployed
workers. They are in the best position
to know the demographics of those who
have been let go from jobs and under-
stand the skills that these displaced
workers have.
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In addition to helping individuals,
WIA boards also work with employers
to help them fill the jobs they have va-
cant.

In my hometown of Peoria, Illinois,
the WIA board provided 19,094 individ-
uals with career services last year, a 44
percent increase over the previous
year. The WIA board has recently im-
plemented a program called JobFit,
which is a Web-based job matching and
assessment tool that places individuals
with companies that best suit their
personality and skills. It is this type of
matching service that will be vital to
regional innovation clusters.
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My amendment uses a similar con-
cept by encouraging regional innova-
tion clusters to partner with their
local WIA board. WIA boards have been
unsung heroes during these tough eco-
nomic times, and I believe encouraging
partnerships between the WIA boards
and regional clusters will allow access
to a well-trained workforce, which will
have a positive impact on regional eco-
nomic growth, and provide the exper-
tise to bring many of these new manu-
facturing innovation and technology
improvements into the marketplace.

If the purpose of the regional innova-
tion clusters is to spur technological
innovation, then the Workforce Invest-
ment Area boards will be able to pro-
vide employees whose skills those in-
novations require. The technology that
will come to the marketplace will need
a skilled workforce to utilize this tech-
nology. As such, local WIA can help to
match the new technology with skilled
employees who are looking for work.

At a time when the national unem-
ployment rate is 9.9 percent, this com-
monsense amendment will utilize the
skills of unemployed workers in order
to keep America globally competitive.
I urge adoption of this amendment.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Chair, I claim the time in opposition to
the amendment, although I do not op-
pose the amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentleman is recognized for 5
minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. I want to
congratulate the gentleman from Illi-
nois for his outstanding amendment. It
would instruct the Secretary of Com-
merce to give special consideration to
innovation clusters that partner with
local workforce investment boards. It
makes a good bipartisan bill better.

I also want to congratulate the gen-
tleman from Illinois for his recent win
in the 3-mile Capitol Challenge. I think
after 20 years it is a good thing we have
a new winner, and I wish him good luck
for the next 18 years.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SCHOCK. Madam Chair, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Chair, I yield back the balance of my
time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. SCHOCK).

The amendment was agreed to.
AMENDMENTS EN BLOC NO. 3 OFFERED BY MR.
GORDON OF TENNESSEE

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Chair, I have amendments en bloc at
the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendments en bloc.

Amendments en bloc No. 3 offered by
Mr. GORDON of Tennessee consisting of
amendments numbered 2, 28, 29, 30, 31,
32, 33, 37, 40, 41, 45, 53, and 54 printed in
part B of House Report 111-479:
AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MR. CARDOZA OF

CALIFORNIA

The text of the amendment is as fol-

lows:
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Page 174, after line 13, insert the following:

SEC. 412. GREEN MANUFACTURING AND CON-
STRUCTION.

The Director shall carry out a green manu-
facturing and construction initiative to—

(1) develop accurate sustainability metrics
and practices for use in manufacturing;

(2) advance the development of standards
and the creation of an information infra-
structure to communicate sustainability in-
formation about suppliers; and

(3) improve energy performance, service
life, and indoor air quality of new and retro-
fitted buildings through validated measure-
ment data.

AMENDMENT NO. 28 OFFERED BY MR. MARSHALL
OF GEORGIA

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 176, line 6, strike ‘‘within’’ insert the
following: ¢, including those focused on the
needs of small businesses and rural commu-
nities, within”’.

AMENDMENT NO. 29 OFFERED BY MR. MICHAUD

OF MAINE

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 194, strike lines 1 through 4 and insert
the following:

““(2) COLLABORATION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ex-
plore and pursue collaboration with other
Federal agencies, including through multi-
agency funding opportunities, on regional in-
novation strategies.

‘(B) SMALL BUSINESSES.—The Secretary
shall ensure that such collaboration with
Federal agencies prioritizes the needs and
challenges of small businesses.”.

AMENDMENT NO. 30 OFFERED BY MR. MICHAUD

OF MAINE

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 191, after line 5, insert the following:

“(C) SPECIAL CONSIDERATION.—The Sec-
retary shall give special consideration to ap-
plications from regions that contain commu-
nities negatively impacted by trade.

AMENDMENT NO. 31 OFFERED BY MR. MICHAUD

OF MAINE

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 131, line 22, insert before the semi-
colon the following: ‘‘, including the unique
needs of schools in rural areas’.

AMENDMENT NO. 32 OFFERED BY MR.
RUPPERSBERGER OF MARYLAND

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 102, line 3, insert ‘‘(a) MATCHING RE-
QUIREMENT.—" before ‘“‘Section 10A”.

Page 102, after line 9, insert the following
new subsection:

(b) RETIRING STEM PROFESSIONALS.—Sec-
tion 10A of the National Science Foundation
Authorization Act of 2002 (42 U.S.C. 1862n-1a)
is amended in subsection (a)(2)(A) by insert-
ing ‘“‘including retiring professionals in those
fields,”” after ‘‘mathematics professionals,”.

AMENDMENT NO. 33 OFFERED BY MR.
RUPPERSBERGER OF MARYLAND

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 127, after line 13, insert the following
new section:

SEC. 256. CYBER-ENABLED LEARNING FOR NA-
TIONAL CHALLENGES.

The Director shall, in consultation with
appropriate Federal agencies, identify ways
to use cyber-enabled learning to create an
innovative STEM workforce and to help re-
train and retain our existing STEM work-

H3449

force to address national challenges, includ-

ing national security and competitiveness.

AMENDMENT NO. 37 OFFERED BY MR. ELLSWORTH
OF INDIANA

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 246, after line 8, insert the following
new section:

SEC. 704. LIMITATION.

No funds authorized to be appropriated by
this Act or the amendments made by this
Act may be used to purchase gift items,
knickknacks, souvenirs, trinkets, or other
items without direct educational value.

AMENDMENT NO. 40 OFFERED BY MR. HEINRICH

OF NEW MEXICO

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 189, line 11, strike ‘‘partnership’ and
insert ‘‘partnership, a science park, a Fed-
eral laboratory’’.

AMENDMENT NO. 41 OFFERED BY MR. HEINRICH

OF NEW MEXICO

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 245, after line 2, insert the following:

Subtitle E—Technology Transfer Database
SEC. 651. TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER DATABASE.

To support the commercial application of
new energy technologies development by the
Department of Energy, the Secretary of En-
ergy may establish an online database of
technologies, capabilities, and resources
available to the public at the National Lab-
oratories.

AMENDMENT NO. 45 OFFERED BY MR. MCNERNEY
OF CALIFORNIA

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 133, line 25, strike ‘‘and”’.

Page 133, after line 25, insert the following
new clause:

‘(vi) marine and hydrokinetic technology
systems; and

Page 135, line 23, strike ‘“‘and”.

Page 135, after line 23, insert the following
new clause:

“(vi) marine and hydrokinetic technology
systems; and

AMENDMENT NO. 53 OFFERED BY MR. SPACE OF

OHIO

The text of the amendment is as fol-

lows:

Page 174, after line 13, insert the following:
SEC. 412. MANUFACTURING RESEARCH.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall carry
out a program to support transformational
manufacturing research.

(b) ACTIVITIES.—As part of such program,
the Director shall—

(1) develop and disseminate measurement
tools and capabilities for new additive manu-
facturing and robotics technologies and
methods;

(2) establish new techniques and methods
to efficiently generate and assemble prod-
ucts integrating nanoscale materials and de-
vices; and

(3) carry out other research with signifi-
cant transformational potential for manu-
facturing.

AMENDMENT NO. 54 OFFERED BY MS. TITUS OF

NEVADA

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 121, beginning on line 7, strike
“STEM teacher professional development’
and insert ‘‘pre-service and in-service STEM
teacher training and professional develop-
ment”’.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1344, the gentleman
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from Tennessee (Mr. GORDON) and the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. HALL) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair now recognizes the gen-
tleman from Tennessee.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Chair, this is a very good en bloc set of
amendments that again makes this bi-
partisan bill even better. I think one of
the byproducts of having such a very
good bill is we have so many organiza-
tions, over a thousand organizations
and major companies that have en-
dorsed the bill, including the TU.S.
Chamber of Commerce, National Asso-
ciation of Manufacturers, Information
Technology Industry Council, Business
Roundtable, Council on Competitive-
ness, National Venture Capital Asso-
ciation, TechAmerica, TechNet, Tech-
nology CEO Council, the Telecommuni-
cation Industry Association, the Bio-
technology Industry Association, the
Aerospace Industries Association, the
Computing Technology Industry Asso-
ciation, the Fabricators & Manufactur-
ers Association, the National Defense
Industrial Association, the National
Electrical Manufacturers Association.
I can go on and on.

In the university area, the American
Council on Education, the Association
of American Colleges and Universities,
Association of American Public Uni-
versities, Association of Public and
Land-grant Universities.

This is a very important bill for our
country and it is for our competitive-
ness and for our kids and grandkids,
and it is going to create jobs in the
short term, in the intermediate term,
and in the long term.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Most of the 13
amendments rolled into this en bloc
package are minor and noncontrover-
sial, and we are generally supportive.

I do, however, want to make com-
ments regarding potential issues with
two of these amendments: Cardoza
amendment No. 2 and Heinrich amend-
ment No. 59. I note some concern re-
garding the Heinrich amendment in-
cluded in this en bloc, which makes
Federal laboratories eligible grant re-
cipients under the regional innovation
cluster programs.

While it would be appropriate for en-
tities such as DOE national labora-
tories to compete for and receive the
type of funding called for in the clus-
ters program, the definition of ‘‘Fed-
eral laboratories’ goes far beyond this.
It could include almost any agency lab-
oratory and essentially result in tax-
payer funding from one Federal agency
being redistributed to a different Fed-
eral agency. There are a host of prob-
lems with this, but first and foremost,
it is clearly not an ideal way to fund
innovation.

I want to note these concerns regard-
ing the amendment for the record, al-
though I do not plan to oppose the en-
tire en bloc that includes this amend-
ment.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Chair, I yield 2% minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CARDOZA).
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Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Chair, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Madam Chair, while unemployment
is still at a record high in my district,
the reauthorization of the America
COMPETES Act is an important oppor-
tunity for us to invest in creating a
brighter, more resilient economic fu-
ture.

Manufacturing is leading the early
stages of the recovery in California. In
fact, I am told that next year could
bring the first annual increase in Cali-
fornia manufacturing employment in a
decade.

Madam Chair, now is the time for us
to support the manufacturing sector in
our country. Energy costs are rising
and consumer demand is up for sustain-
able products. Sustainability will be a
key element for keeping our manufac-
turing sector competitive. Even now,
manufacturers are trying to find ways
to incorporate emerging sustainable
technologies into their businesses.

My amendment will help manufac-
turers respond quickly and effectively
to the demand for more sustainable
practices by instructing the NIST Di-
rector to carry out a green manufac-
turing and construction initiative that
gives manufacturers the information
they need to make sound, science-based
sustainable investments.

I ask my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to support this commonsense
amendment. I understand that my good
friend, the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
HALL) does have some concerns, and I
anticipate that he might want to en-
gage in a colloquy, and I stand ready to
do that with the gentleman from
Texas.

Madam Chair, while unemployment is still at
a record high in my district, the reauthorization
of the America COMPETES Act is an impor-
tant opportunity for us to invest in creating a
brighter, more resilient economic future.

The University of California, Merced campus
in my district has received millions of Re-
search and Development dollars that are
being used to develop new technologies and
to train a new generation of scientists, engi-
neers, and teachers.

As this new technology is developed, it is
also in our nation’s best interests to make
sure that we find ways to make it profitable for
our businesses to implement.

Last month, the University of the Pacific
published its California Business Forecast re-
port.

And, with the notable exception of Toyota’'s
NUMMI plant closure, manufacturing is leading
the early stages of the economic recovery in
California.

In fact, next year could bring the first annual
increase in California manufacturing employ-
ment in a decade.

Madam Chair, now is the time to support
the manufacturing sector in our country.

Energy costs are rising and consumer de-
mand is up for sustainable products.

Sustainability will be one important element
for keeping our manufacturing sector competi-
tive.

Even now, manufacturers are trying to find
ways to incorporate emerging sustainable
technology into their business practices.
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The Sun Chips plant in my district in the
City of Modesto is a leader in utilizing sustain-
able technology.

It is cutting back on its environmental impact
by using a solar collector field to produce ther-
mal energy to make its snacks.

My amendment will help other companies
embrace similar sustainability goals and make
a profit because of it.

It will help other manufacturers respond
quickly and effectively to the demand for more
sustainable practices by instructing the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology
Director to carry out a green manufacturing
and construction initiative that gives manufac-
turers the information they need to make
sound, science-based sustainable invest-
ments.

There are more than 335,000 manufacturing
plants in the United States, and my amend-
ment will give them the information they need
to adopt the best sustainable practices and to
be technologically competitive in the twenty-
first century.

| ask my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to support this common sense amend-
ment.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Chair,
the Cardoza amendment directs NIST
to carry out a green manufacturing
and construction initiative. While I un-
derstand NIST already funds some re-
search in this area, I do have a concern
about the intent of some of the lan-
guage in the amendment. Accordingly,
I have asked that the gentleman from
California (Mr. CARDOZA) engage in a
colloquy to clarify this for the record.

Paragraph 2 of this amendment di-
rects NIST to advance the ‘‘creation of
an information infrastructure to com-
municate sustainability information
about suppliers.” It is accurate, I
think, to say that this language does
not mean that NIST should charac-
terize specific suppliers’ sustainability
practices but, rather, will simply
“make information available to manu-
facturers so they can make informed
and science-based decisions to assess
their products and supply chain.”

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia.

Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Chair, yes,
that interpretation is correct, and I
thank the gentleman for his colloquy.

Mr. HALL of Texas. I thank the gen-
tleman.

The Cardoza amendment directs
NIST to carry out a green manufac-
turing and construction initiative.

While I understand NIST already funds
some research in this area, I do not
have a concern about the intent. I
think the colloquy has been appro-
priate.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Chair, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY),
a constructive player in this good bill.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Chair, I want to thank the distin-
guished chairman of the committee.
This body is going to miss the distin-
guished chairman of the committee. He
has always operated in a bipartisan
fashion and has provided thoughtful
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and compelling leadership on issues of
science and technology so badly needed
in our country.

This bill really is a very thoughtful
bill that comes at a critical point. The
United States has been seeing erosion
in its preeminence in the field of inno-
vation in science and technology. This
bill is designed to sort of address that
in a very creative way itself. It pro-
vides for more funding of basic re-
search in the United States. We know
that basic research leads to inventions,
patents, improvements in manufac-
turing processes that can really make
a difference in the quality of our lives.
The technology we live with and take
for granted today didn’t exist 30 years
ago, and it has transformed America
and it has transformed the world,
thanks in many, many ways to the
basic research investments the United
States Federal Government made some
time ago.

This bill allows us to tap into the re-
search already underway in the NIST
labs, for example, and that is a real
challenge. I can tell you as somebody
who spent 20 years in the private sector
in the technology field, often people
doing research aren’t the ones who nec-
essarily can always see the myriad ap-
plication of that research in the mar-
ketplace. So the need to be able to rec-
ognize the application of research and
to help in the commercialization of
that research to improve lives and to
improve America’s competitiveness is
really something we need more of. This
bill helps do that.

I had two amendments with my col-
leagues, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. REYES) and the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. KRATOVIL), which ad-
dress the underlying education piece of
this bill which is so important. We are
not producing sufficient numbers of en-
gineers and scientists and tech-
nologists for the future in the United
States. We need to tap into the talent
that is there.

I have spent a lot of time in my dis-
trict helping to support robotics com-
petition teams in high schools. The ex-
citement of those young students in
being able to get hands-on experience
in research and development and in the
application of that research and devel-
opment in the form of a competition
with robotics technology was a marvel
to behold.

Kingman Brewster, the late president
of Yale University, once said: Without
excitement, there is no learning. There
was lots of excitement on the part of
these high school students in the ro-
botics research, and as a result there
was a lot of learning, and a lot of fu-
ture engineers and technologists and
scientists as a result. This bill will help
us tap into that talent.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Chair, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Chair, I yield 3 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Nevada (Ms. TITUS).

Ms. TITUS. Madam Chair, I thank
Chairman GORDON for his leadership on
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this important legislation that will
strengthen American competitiveness.

I rise today in support of my amend-
ment, which is part of the en bloc
amendment, which clarifies that both
preservice and in-service teacher train-
ing and professional development shall
be considered when identifying the
grand challenges in pre-K through 12
STEM education.
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For our country to be economically
competitive in the 21st century, we
must ensure that all of our students
have a strong foundation in science,
technology, engineering and mathe-
matics, the STEM fields. The under-
lying bill before us recognizes this fact
and instructs the director of the Na-
tional Science Foundation and the Sec-
retary of Education to work together
to identify the grand challenges in
STEM education and how to best ad-
dress them.

While the bill currently includes the
effectiveness of STEM teacher profes-
sional development as a subject to be
studied as a grand challenge, the bill
does not mention the training that
soon-to-be-teachers receive before they
enter the classroom. My amendment
highlights the fact that teacher pre-
service and training preparation pro-
grams have an important part to play
in ensuring that future teachers will be
well-equipped to give our students a
strong foundation in the STEM fields.

Teacher preparations generally pro-
vide future teachers with the knowl-
edge and skills they need to be effec-
tive classroom instructors, so we must
be sure that that includes preparation
they need to teach the STEM subjects.
Future teachers must be educated in
the latest technology, the newest theo-
ries, the cutting-edge developments in
the STEM fields so they can give our
students the tools they need to com-
pete in the global economy. My amend-
ment therefore directs that pre-service
teacher training and professional de-
velopment shall also be considered
when addressing the grand challenges
of K-12 STEM education.

So I would urge my colleagues to
support this important bill, to support
this en bloc amendment, and to help
prepare our teachers to prepare our
children for the jobs of tomorrow.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Chair-
man, I reserve my time.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Chairman, I yield 4 minutes to the gen-
tlelady from Maryland (Ms. EDWARDS),
a new member of our Science and Tech-
nology Committee, but one that has
made a great contribution in a short
time.

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Madam
Chairman, I would like to first say
thank you very much to our Chairman
GORDON, who’s been a really tremen-
dous leader, and especially as we move
forward. What I think is—I know it’s
the America COMPETES Act—but I
think of it as the 21st-century America
COMPETES Act. And it’s also been
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quite a pleasure to work with Ranking
Member HALL as well on getting this to
the floor.

I'm a strong supporter of America
COMPETES, and it’s pretty simple: ei-
ther we’re going to be in the 21st cen-
tury competitive with nations around
the world, or not. And I believe the
America COMPETES Act, this en bloc
amendment, and specifically several
amendments, I think really strengthen
what we’ve been able to achieve in our
Science and Technology Committee.

The COMPETES Act I think is one of
the most important votes we’re going
to take in this Congress, and we’re for-
tunate to be able to do work that real-
ly is about the future. Too often here
in the Congress we have to do things
that are just about the short term. And
right here we have a vision that’s real-
ly about the next decade and about
whether we’re going to be competitive,
and whether all of our people, our
young people, will be competitive,
about whether we’re going to create
the Ph.D.s that are on the cutting edge
of the next innovations for the 21st
century, about whether we’ll have busi-
nesses and our manufacturing sector
that really is engaged in this century,
not the old manufacturing of the 20th
century, but the new manufacturing of
the 21st century, around energy,
around green technologies. And this is
what America COMPETES is about.

I want to tell you a little bit about
an experience I had just 2 weeks ago. It
was on a Saturday morning; and every
Saturday morning, for the last several
months, a group of elementary school
students, middle school students, and
high school students gathered at
Bladensburg High School out in my
congressional district, part of a
CSTEM program, part of a challenge
program, working with each other col-
laboratively, the young people learning
from the older students, working on
projects that would enable them to
really become critical thinkers in
science, technology, engineering and
math, working on robotics together,
with a group of teachers who volunteer
their time every Saturday morning to
work with these young people.

And you know how they did it? They
did it because they’re part of America
COMPETES. And this is what I think
needs to happen in every classroom
across the country, from pre-kinder-
garten to high school and on to the
upper grades.

Now, this group of students was able
to compete in the CSTEM challenge in
Houston just a week ago, and they
competed with young people all across
this country in those early year, ele-
mentary years through high school
years. And it was a rewarding experi-
ence for them. I think that America
COMPETES is about that set of young
people because we don’t know, in that
room, which of those young people who
get the benefit of learning to experi-
ence science and technology and to
grab it at an early age, we don’t know
which ones of those young people will
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be on the cutting edge of the next inno-
vation that’s going to propel us even
into the next century.

And so I'm excited about being here
today to support the America COM-
PETES Act and support a number of
amendments that I think really
strengthen what we’re doing, particu-
larly the amendment offered by my
colleague DINA TITUS from Nevada that
really is looking in a very systemic
way at what happens between Kkinder-
garten and 12th grade.

What we know is that when we invest
in young people at the earliest age and
get them the kind of teachers that
they need in the classroom, it is not
when they get into college that they
decide they want to take on science
and technology. They make those deci-
sions and they get prepared from Kkin-
dergarten to fourth grade, and so what
we’re doing here really strengthens our
ability for competition.

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. I yield
the gentlelady 30 seconds more.

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. And, fi-
nally, looking at what we’re doing in
the manufacturing sector, we have
amendments that strengthen the man-
ufacturing extension partnerships that
really allow the National Institutes of
Standards and Technology in my con-
gressional district to better reflect the
needs and challenges facing manufac-
turers today.

And so I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the underlying bill, to support the
en bloc amendments, and to propel us
into the 21st century to be competitive
with nations around the world.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Chair-
man, I continue to reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
FATTAH), a cardinal on the very impor-
tant Appropriations Committee.

Mr. FATTAH. I want to congratulate
the chairman of the committee and the
sponsor of this important piece of leg-
islation. BART GORDON has done our
country a great service through his
work, both in the original authoriza-
tion and now in this reauthorization,
and his staff and members of the com-
mittee.

I rise to support the America COM-
PETES Act. I think that the Energy
Innovation Hubs, the focus on STEM
education and innovation represent in
important ways the very future of our
economy. As we go forward, we will
look back on this day as a very impor-
tant day in terms of laying the founda-
tion for protecting and enhancing the
American standard of living.

I'm reminded, hearing the gentlelady
from Maryland speak, of a group of
young people in my district who have
won the Tour de Sol three times, who
are now in the final grouping com-
peting worldwide for the X prize, devel-
oping a car that can go 100 miles an
hour.
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Now, these young people are the only
high school team out of 100 teams that
started this enterprise fighting, com-
peting against colleges, universities,
professional entities that own world-
wide car companies, but they have been
ranked by Popular Mechanics as one of
the top 10 finalists that will probably
win the X prize.

But we’ve seen in robotics and engi-
neering and science that our young
people have the ability to compete. We
need to foster their sense of innovation
and not have them be risk averse.

This bill and its work in this area of
STEM education is so vitally impor-
tant. I want to thank the gentlelady,
Congresswoman FUDGE from Ohio, for
her work, and the chairman for making
sure that STEM education got the kind
of focus, laser-like focus, it needed in
this legislation. The ranking member
has done a great job.

This is a great day, a bipartisan piece
of legislation that invests in creating
future jobs in our economy through the
one thing that we know is indispen-
sable to make this world a better place,
and that’s American ingenuity, innova-
tion. This invests in it. And BART GOR-
DON, this great Congressman has done
our country a great service, and I want
to thank him for his leadership in this
effort.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Chair-
man, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Chairman, I yield myself such time as
I may consume.

Madam Chairman, we’re coming to
the end of the discussion on this bill, so
let me just—again, I want to thank the
staff, the minority and majority staff,
the Members who have put so much
time into this. This is not only a good
substantive bill; it is a good bill by
process. We had 46 hearings on this bill
resulting in three different sub-
committee bipartisan markups that
went to a full committee bipartisan
markup, which brought this bill to the
floor today.

This is a good bill. In 2007, the origi-
nal authorization received 367 Members
that voted for it. I hope that we will be
able to see that same type of vote
again.

Then it went to the United States
Senate because this is not only a bipar-
tisan bill; it is a bicameral bill. In the
United States Senate there were 69 co-
sponsors, and it received a unanimous
vote on the Senate—on the other
body’s floor. Much of that credit goes
to LAMAR ALEXANDER from Tennessee
and JEFF BINGAMAN. And I told LAMAR
ALEXANDER the other day that if he can
get 69 cosponsors again and get a unan-
imous vote, that I will nominate him
for the Nobel Peace Prize and special
envoy to the Mid East. He did yeo-
man’s work, and I'm sure he will do it
again. This is a good bipartisan bill and
should get a good bipartisan vote.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Chair-
man, I would like simply to conclude
by reiterating some Kkey points about
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H.R. 5116, the America COMPETES Act
of 2010. I’ve said on numerous occasions
that we should support strengthening
investments in basic research and
science, technology, engineering and
mathematics education. National in-
vestments in basic R&D and STEM
education, together with sound eco-
nomic policies form the policy basis of
what’s necessary for the country to
truly remain competitive in the future.

I can’t support this bill, however, be-
cause it calls for excessive spending
levels, numerous new and duplicative
programs, ineffective oversight and
positive shifts that could lead to the
government picking ‘‘winners and los-
ers.”

It’s for these reasons that the Na-
tional Taxpayers Union and the Coun-
cil for Citizens Against Government
Waste have come out against this bill.
I would urge Members to vote ‘‘no’ on
H.R. 5116.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Chairman, has my time expired?

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Tennessee has yielded back his
time. Does the gentleman from Ten-
nessee seek to reclaim his time?

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee.
Madam Chairman.
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The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentleman is recognized.

There was no objection.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. I will just
reclaim a small part of it. I just want
to thank my ranking member, Mr.
HALL from Texas, for the gentlemanly
way that he has conducted himself
today and in all of our meetings.
Maybe it is because I am from Ten-
nessee and he is from Texas, but we
share a lot of the same views. We have
the same interest in seeing that our
country move forward in this 21st cen-
tury.

I don’t have grandkids yet, but I
know that for his kids and grandkids
he wants to see us move forward. For
my 9-year-old daughter I want to see us
move forward. As I say, we agree most
of the time. Every now and then we
don’t. But no one could have a better
partner, and I thank him for his co-
operation on this bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendments en bloc offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
GORDON).

The amendments en bloc were agreed
to.

Yes,

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING
CHAIR

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, proceedings will
now resume on those amendments
printed in part B of the House Report
111-479 on which further proceedings
were postponed, in the following order:

Amendment No. 34, by Mr. BOCCIERI
of Ohio;
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