May 4, 2010

the very people responsible for the
strategy. And yet at the same time
contrary to all apparent evidence, we
continue to get the same spin and
happy talk from the Pentagon.

After the report was delivered to
Congress last week, one senior defense
official said: ‘““We have the beginning of
the potential for real change.”’

Madam Speaker, it is long past the
moment when we should be talking
about the ‘“‘beginning of the potential
for real change.” I think 8% years is
plenty of time for real change and not
just the beginning of its potential.

We have been patient. We have seen
more than a thousand of our fellow
Americans killed. We have seen about
$270 billion in taxpayer money fly out
of the Treasury. And after all that, Af-
ghanistan is still a terrifyingly dan-
gerous place that can’t stand on its
own two feet, unable to handle its own
security, with an incompetent govern-
ment that enjoys little confidence or
credibility.

The whole point of our counterinsur-
gency strategy was to get the people on
the side of the government and our
military forces. But, Madam Speaker,
continued instability is instead driving
the civilian population straight into
the arms of the Taliban. Again, don’t
take it from me. The Pentagon report
notes a ‘‘ready supply of recruits is
drawn from the frustrated population,
where insurgents exploit poverty, trib-
al friction and lack of governance to
grow their ranks.”

Mr. Speaker, with the Kandahar of-
fensive about to begin, the situation
figures to get even worse, especially
given that more than 80 percent of the
Kandahar population embraces the
Taliban as ‘‘Afghan brothers’” while 94
percent oppose U.S. troop presence.
That is according to the Army’s own
research, as cited by defense scholar
Michael Cohen. The security situation
in Kandahar is already bad enough that
the U.N. has pulled its people out.

Madam Speaker, we need a complete
reorientation of U.S. policy towards
Afghanistan. We need a smart security
approach that rebuilds the country in-
stead of tearing it apart. We need to
send legal scholars who can help estab-
lish rule of law and a functional judi-
cial system. We need to send agricul-
tural experts who can give Afghan
farmers an alternative to the poppy
trade which 1is controlled by the
Taliban. Most of all, Madam Speaker,
we need an immediate military rede-
ployment. It is time to bring our
troops home.

——

WHAT IS THE PLAN?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
our homeland security today is para-
lyzed by denial, ignorance and political
correctness. Systematic dependence on
luck is not a national security plan; it
is a disaster waiting to happen.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

From the borders to the big cities,
America’s national security is always
in critical, or seems to be in critical
disarray. In 1998, Osama bin Laden de-
clared war on America, but we didn’t
pay attention to it. What is it going to
take for our leaders to understand that
radical Islamic terrorists want to mur-
der our people?
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Law enforcement in New York—Fed-
eral, State, and city—has done an in-
credible job in a short amount of time
to apprehend the Times Square ter-
rorist despite dangerous political
games being played by some officials.
In spite of politics, our lawmen acted
swiftly, efficiently, and effectively in
the capture of this terrorist.

But New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg told the media, ‘“‘If I had to
guess 25 cents, this would be . . . home-
grown, maybe a mentally deranged per-
son or someone with a political agenda
that doesn’t like the health care bill or
something.”

Now, isn’t that helpful?

The Times Square terrorist, Faisal
Shahzad, was not a Tea Party-going
taxpayer opposed to ObamaCare. There
is no excuse for this reckless smear of
the majority of Americans who opposes
the government takeover of health
care. It is irresponsible to play polit-
ical games with national security; and
even though Homeland Security Sec-
retary Napolitano won’t use the word
“terrorist,” all of the indications are
that this was an act of terror.

The terrorist, Faisal Shahzad, was
captured last night on an airplane
bound for Dubai. Reports say the air-
line contacted the authorities to say
that he made a last-minute reservation
for the flight and that he got on the
plane after paying cash. He is from
Pakistan. Somehow, this radical ter-
rorist was granted American citizen-
ship in 2009. Shahzad told the FBI he
went through a terror training camp in
Pakistan in the region of Waziristan.

He sounds like a terrorist to me.

This is where the Taliban operates—
the same Pakistani Taliban that im-
mediately claimed responsibility for
the Times Square foiled attack. Re-
ports say Shahzad had been in Paki-
stan for the past several months. Eight
people have now been arrested in Paki-
stan. Two of them are related to
Shahzad.

Over the past year, we have had a
surge of attacks from radical Islamic
jihadists who murder in the name of
hate. For example, the Fort Hood
shooter killed 14 Americans and in-
jured 30 more. That was an act of ter-
ror. The attack on the Arkansas mili-
tary recruiting station by a radical
jihadist who killed an American soldier
was an act of terror. Then there was
the Christmas Day underwear bomber.
That was an act of terror.

In that case, Homeland Security Sec-
retary Janet Napolitano said ‘‘the sys-
tem worked’”’ when we caught the un-
derwear bomber. That means the gov-
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ernment plan in that case is for pas-
sengers on the plane to tackle terror-
ists who are trying to explode bombs
that are hidden in their underwear.
That’s a plan? That’s our national sys-
tem?

Combating terrorism takes vision. It
takes moral clarity. There is no room
for playing politics or politically cor-
rect games.

Ronald Reagan once explained it this
way:

““Above all, we must realize that no
arsenal or no weapon in the arsenals of
the world is so formidable as the will
and moral courage of free men and
women.

“It is a weapon our adversaries in to-
day’s world do not have. It is a weapon
that we as Americans do have.

“Let that be understood by those
who practice terrorism and prey upon
their neighbors.”

And that’s just the way it is.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

HONORING THE WOMEN’S FUND OF
MIAMI-DADE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, in 1993, a group of south Florida
women established the Women’s Fund
of Miami-Dade, a nonprofit dedicated
to funding innovative community pro-
grams geared toward girls and young
women.

At the time of the fund’s creation,
gender-specific, community-based ini-
tiatives were nearly nonexistent. Ac-
cording to a survey undertaken by the
Women’s Fund in 1996, only five out of
142 local agencies had implemented
programs exclusively for women. Ab-
sent from our community were pro-
grams to assist young women who were
seeking to advance their educations, to
secure their economic futures, or to en-
gage in professional leadership train-
ing.

The Women’s Fund of Miami-Dade
took this cause to our south Florida
community, and it has since generated
enough support to provide more than
350 gender-specific programs with the
funding they so desperately require.

Last Friday, on April 30, more than
800 women gathered together at the
Women’s Fund annual Power of the
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Purse Luncheon to highlight the tre-
mendous success of past and current
programs supported by the fund. These
programs support women of all back-
grounds and circumstances.

The Women’s Fund provides financial
assistance to Lotus House, for example,
which is a shelter for homeless women
and infants in Overtown, an area of
Miami which is suffering from extreme
poverty. Thanks to the generous assist-
ance by the Women’s Fund, the Lotus
House is now providing career training
for women who are seeking entry-level
positions in the restaurant and hospi-
tality industry. Programs such as
these have changed the lives of thou-
sands of young girls and women in our
community.

One such woman is Tamara Brizard,
a former Lotus House resident. Tamara
was a single mother of three when she
was referred to the Lotus House. Dur-
ing her time at the Lotus House, Ta-
mara completed a course in food prepa-
ration. The training soon led to a job
in the food service industry. With new
skills and with a new job, Tamara has
a place of her own, and she is now bet-
ter able to provide for her three chil-
dren. Of course, Tamara’s story is just
one of many successes achieved by the
Women’s Fund.

The Women’s Fund of Miami-Dade is
also a powerful voice for social change.
Together with Miami-Dade County, the
Women’s Fund has launched a cam-
paign to increase public awareness of
local services that are available to vic-
tims of domestic violence. Termed
“Voices Against Violence,” this initia-
tive implores abused victims to speak
up, to get help, and to be safe. Domes-
tic violence is a plague on our society
that demands our constant attention
at the Federal, State, and local levels.

As an outspoken advocate of Federal
initiatives to protect the victims of do-
mestic violence and abuse, I am so
proud of the efforts undertaken by the
Women’s Fund on this important issue.

The involvement of the Women’s
Fund in their relief work of Haiti is an-
other inspiring story. In helping to re-
build this island nation, the Women’s
Fund and its supporters have shown
their unwavering commitment to serv-
ice and have shown their generosity of
spirit.

According to Amnesty International,
nearly half of all Haitian households
are headed by women. Experience has
shown that these women and girls will
be the key in helping to rebuild Haiti
and in helping to create a safe, stable,
and prosperous nation. The Women’s
Fund is in a unique position to high-
light this reality and to make sure
that Haiti’s future growth and trans-
formation will touch all sectors of its
society.

Since I have come to Congress,
Madam Speaker, it has been one of my
foremost objectives to ensure that
women have equal opportunity to a
higher education, that they are pro-
tected from harassment and intimida-
tion in the workplace, and that they
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have access to life-saving health
screening for heart disease and for
breast cancer.

I am so grateful for the tremendous
leadership of local organizations such
as the Women’s Fund in working to-
ward these important and obtainable
goals, and I look forward to collabo-
rating with the Women’s Fund of
Miami-Dade in the years to come.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CALVERT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CALVERT addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FRANKS of Arizona addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PAUL addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———————

THE IMPACT OF THE GREAT 2008
FINANCIAL COLLAPSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
majority leader.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker,
tonight, it is really important that
America comes to understand how the
great collapse of 2008 occurred and
what its impact has been. I think they
have a pretty good idea as to what the
impact is. We see it back home. We see
it from our constituents and from our
own families as they face layoffs and as
they face losing their homes and their
mortgages that they are no longer able
to afford.

How did all of this happen?

We want to discuss this tonight, and
we want to discuss the effect that it is
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having on our constituents. At the
same time, we want to talk about what
we are going to do about it. How are we
going to set straight the financial in-
stitutions of America?

We know that the collapse was large-
ly caused by some extraordinary she-
nanigans on Wall Street. Shenanigans
never should have been allowed to be
played, but they were due to a lack of
regulation on the part of the SEC and
of others and due to an attitude that
occurred during the 2000-2008 period of
“anything goes.”” The free market
would somehow regulate itself. Well, it
didn’t. It actually put this Nation and
the entire world on the edge of total
collapse.

Joining me tonight are my col-
leagues from California and from Ohio.
I would like to start with Congress-
woman SPEIER. I was going to intro-
duce Congresswoman SPEIER as the
senate chairman of the California leg-
islature’s committee on banking and
financial matters where she has gained
extraordinary knowledge about the
banking industry. She is going to share
with us tonight her new position on the
House Financial Services Committee.

Congresswoman SPEIER.

Ms. SPEIER. Thank you to my very
good friend and colleague from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI).

You know, as you were talking about
the shenanigans, what we heard last
week from the Senate Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations was deep-
ly troubling to all of us, and the chair-
man, Senator LEVIN, did an out-
standing job in focusing in on what was
really going on at Goldman Sachs. So
we started last week here on our House
floor looking at Goldman Sachs’ prin-
ciples that they have espoused and that
are on their Web site. We started tick-
ing off what some of their principles
were and then what some of their
emails from some of their employees
suggested they were really up to.

Tonight, I thought that we would
just focus on one principle, at least for
my part. One of their principles is: We
stress creativity and imagination in
everything we do. This is the top one
up here.

While recognizing that the old ways
may still be the best way, we con-
stantly strive to find a better solution
to a client’s problems. We pride our-
selves on having pioneered many of the
practices and techniques that have be-
come standard in the industry.

Now, an email from the vice presi-
dent of Goldman Sachs, Fabrice
Tourre, said: Standing in the middle of
all of these complex, highly leveraged
exotic trades he created without nec-
essarily understanding all of the impli-
cations of those monstrosities, it’s like
a little Frankenstein turning against
his own inventor.

Mr. Tourre called his Frankenstein
creation a product of pure intellectual
masturbation—the type of thing which
you invent telling yourself, Well, what
if we created a thing which had no pur-
pose, which is absolutely conceptual
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