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pulled down over $40 million. That’s God’s
work, if you can get it. And, believe me, Wall
Street bankers know how to get it.

———
O 1400
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LUJAN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2009, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

LISTEN TO US

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Alabama (Mr. BRIGHT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day night the people in Massachusetts
reiterated a message too often forgot-
ten in Washington, that message being
“listen to us.” I have heard this mes-
sage for quite some time now as I go
and travel throughout and across my
district.

People are fed up and angry, and they
think that Congress and the White
House are not listening to them. They
think that Washington is moving in
the wrong direction and is ignoring
them altogether. As we say in Ala-
bama, the Massachusetts election was
a bell ringer, and leadership needs to
listen to that bell ringing.

The current state of health care re-
form epitomizes their disgust. We can
all agree that health care is a concern
and needs to be reformed. But what
good is health care reform if people
don’t have jobs, if they can’t feed their
children, they can’t pay their mort-
gage, they can’t pay their bills? I have
heard this message from my constitu-
ents, and I know our primary focus
must be on the economy and jobs.

I am not alone in my opinions. Elect-
ed officials from across the country
and across the political spectrum are
hearing the same comments: Congress
needs to focus on the economy; the
health care bill is too massive; I don’t
like the process, are common refrains
as I travel across my district.

Closely rivaling Americans’ concerns
about the economy is their wariness of
Federal spending. Too often in the
past, Congress was not held account-
able by the people, but trillion-dollar
deficits as far as the eye can see have
awoken them, and rightfully so. For
our children’s and grandchildren’s
sake, we must get our fiscal house in
order.

To be sure, these challenges are not
easy to solve. Improving the economy
in the middle of a budget crisis is a tall
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task, but we were sent here to Wash-
ington by the people to be their voice
and tackle these immense challenges.

There is plenty of blame to go around
for our current condition. Democrats
need to recognize that ambitious plans
to address longstanding priorities such
as health care, energy, and other
spending initiatives must be postponed
if the will of the people disagrees with
this agenda. And Republicans must re-
member that they were in charge when
hundreds of billions of dollars in defi-
cits were common even when our econ-
omy experienced brighter days. History
can’t simply be swept under the rug.

Without further blame on the part of
either side, there are some simple solu-
tions that will help solve some of these
problems.

First, we must reinstate statutory
PAYGO. Statutory PAYGO budgeting
rules were in place when we experi-
enced record budget surpluses in the
late 1990s. PAYGO rules are the only
proven way for Congress to keep spend-
ing in check.

Second, we should pass a fiscal budg-
et commission, and pass it cleanly.
This commission will force Congress to
act on legislation to reduce excessive
long-term government spending and
support for some Kind of a fiscal spread
across party lines. But, too often, lead-
ership of both parties ignore these
commonsense solutions. Let’s come to-
gether, not as Republicans or Demo-
crats, but as Americans, to do the work
of the people.

In the coming months, leadership
needs to heed the call of their own con-
stituents and people around the coun-
try. They need to listen to the good
ideas of people in both parties, and es-
pecially from the moderates who are
willing to listen to and to work with
the other side.

Let’s put our heads together and fix
the economy while not breaking the
bank. Let’s find smart and innovative
solutions, such as the America Works
Act and the Small Business Start-Up
Savings Account Act, that will help get
our economy back on track. Let’s help
small businesses and focus on improv-
ing Main Street and not just Wall
Street. Let’s extend the 2001 and 2003
tax cuts to give families continued as-
surance that the Federal Government
won’t be asking any more from them in
these troubled times.

And while we are addressing these
problems, let’s get rid of some of the
things that have divided us in the past.
Let’s stop using harsh partisan lan-
guage and rhetoric that serves little
purpose other than to undermine the
faith that the American people have in
both parties.

Let’s sit down and thoroughly debate
issues and not rush to pass a bill sim-
ply for the sake of doing something.
Let’s open the doors to the public so
the public can see the legislative proc-
ess.

And, finally, let’s stay focused on the
issues for which we have a real man-
date: improving the economy and cre-
ating jobs.
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These are lessons we should all take
away from what the people, our con-
stituents, are saying. I hope the leader-
ship and the White House are listening
today. It is not too late to change
course, but we can’t continue down our
current path. The people are saying,
Listen to us. And I certainly hope our
leadership will heed that call before it
is too late.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PAUL addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

ISRAEL’S RIGHT TO EXIST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PORE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, since
the rebirth of the nation of Israel over
60 years ago, radical jihadists have re-
lentlessly tried to destroy this nation.

Funded by Iran, Hezbollah attacks
from the north and thousands of
unguided rockets have rained down on
Israeli villages. That is right: unguided
missiles. That means they deliberately
go anywhere and hit anybody where
the missile is fired. That includes men,
women, children. It doesn’t matter to
Hezbollah. They want to kill in the
name of terror.

Hamas does the same thing in the
south. Over 12,000 missiles have been
launched into Israel from the Gaza
Strip alone. I have been to Israel, and
it is a small country. It is the size or
smaller than the size of New Jersey.
But yet from the north they get mis-
siles, from the south they get missiles.
But they still exist, and they have the
right to exist. Israeli citizens fight
these radicals rather than give up and
surrender. After all, victory mnever
comes by taking the path of least re-
sistance.

These are unprovoked attacks into
this nation. Israel is assured by us, the
United States, that she has the right to
defend herself, but sometimes we try to
interfere with her own national de-
fense. Israel is our strongest ally in the
Middle East, and we need to treat her
as such.

The whole situation is made even
more complicated by Iran’s pursuit of
nuclear weapons. The Tiny Tyrant in
the Desert, Ahmadinejad, has the
means to hit Israel with missiles. And
not only Israel, but our troops in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

Iran is the largest state sponsor of
terrorism in the world, and to allow
Ahmadinejad to have nuclear weapons
is not a nuclear option. The Tiny Ty-
rant Ahmadinejad uses murder and
brutality to try to silence protests in
his own country of Iran. Imagine what
he will do to the world if he has nu-
clear weapons.
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The best great hope for the world is
that the people of Iran change their re-
gime, and we should encourage and
support the students, the academics,
and others not to give in to their op-
pressive dictator.

Israel has been fighting radical
jihadists for decades, and they have
been on the front lines. Terrorist at-
tack after terrorist attack, they have
endured. We all remember the mas-
sacre of Israeli Olympic athletes in
Munich in 1972. And then there was the
slaughter of Israeli teenagers in a pizza
parlor in Jerusalem in 2002.

Radical Islam Kkills people they hate.
They kill them in the name of religion,
people of different religions, like Jews,
Christians, and even moderate Mus-
lims.

The modern State of Israel was
founded in the wake of the Holocaust,
after 6 million Jewish people were mur-
dered by the Nagzis. The reestablish-
ment of Israel reflects the best con-
science of a civilized world. And Israel
has the absolute right to exist, just as
other nations do; and it has the abso-
lute moral right to defend itself
against those who want to eliminate
her.

Israel is our partner and ally in this
fight against terrorists, terrorists who
deliberately target civilians. Innocent
women and children are considered
military combatants to terrorists.
Jihadists use women as hostages and
hide behind their skirts for their cow-
ardly cover.

Some history is in store here, Mr.
Speaker. Back in 1967, Israel was forced
into a war by Arab nations. President
Nasser of Egypt threatened to ‘‘drive
Israel into the sea,’” and the conflict is
now called the Six Day War. The ar-
mies of Egypt, Syria, Jordan and Leb-
anon amassed on the Israeli borders,
and President Nasser of Egypt ordered
the United Nations emergency troops
to withdraw from the Sinai Peninsula.
So the whole world watched and waited
for the destruction of Israel. The
United Nations stood by and did noth-
ing.

But to the shock of the world, Israel
turned back all of the aggressors in
just 6 days and headed to the enemy
capitals.

Israel won a defensive war on the
West Bank, Gaza, the Sinai Peninsula,
and the Golan Heights. A cease-fire was
then negotiated.

International law says that countries
must return land gained from a defen-
sive war only under a negotiated peace.
So Israel and Egypt have since signed a
peace treaty. Israel gave back the
Sinai. Time and again Israel has traded
land for peace, but it still has no peace.

All of the nations of the Middle East
must condemn terror as a policy for
change. The Palestinians and Israelis
must settle their disputes now, some 60
years later, through mutual respect,
cooperation, honesty, and under-
standing. But intimidation, terror,
murder is not an acceptable foreign or
domestic policy and should be publicly
and jointly rejected by all sides.
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Make no mistake about it, Israel will
not surrender or retreat in the wake of
this violence. Israel shall never give in
and never give up the right to exist,
whether jihadists like it or not. And
the United States should make it clear
to terrorists that we will stand shoul-
der to shoulder with our friends and al-
lies.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Mrs. MILLER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan addressed
the House. Her remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
REICHERT) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. REICHERT addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

MARCH FOR LIFE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. PITTS) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. PITTS. I rise today on the occa-
sion of the 37th anniversary of the infa-
mous court decision Roe v. Wade. I rise
on the occasion of the annual March
for Life that will occur tomorrow with
tens of thousands of citizens who will
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come to Washington to publicly speak
out on this issue of life and the sanc-
tity of life. I just want to say to those
who are coming, I want to thank them,
the people from all across the country
who come, for their dedication to a
cause that matters so much, the cause
of life.

Every year on this day, people across
the country pause to remember the
millions of lives that have been lost
since Roe v. Wade was decided on that
fateful day in 1973. In just 37 years,
nearly 52 million unborn children have
been lost to abortion. Sadly, we can
never know what those lives may have
been—doctors, teachers, athletes, per-
haps even Congressmen and Congress-
women. We mourn the loss of those un-
born children.

But I also want to take a moment to
rejoice in the millions of lives that
have been saved because women have
chosen life. Because of the caring peo-
ple like those who will come and march
this week in Washington, because of
the pregnancy care centers, so many
women have opted not to have abor-
tions but instead carry their babies to
term.

Many of us may have heard that this
year’s Super Bowl will feature a com-
mercial that tells a story of a well-
known quarterback, Tim Tebow. Tim’s
story is a powerful one. His mother,
Pam, became pregnant while she was
working with her husband in the Phil-
ippines as a missionary. While preg-
nant, Pam contracted amoebic dys-
entery through contaminated drinking
water. She was told that the medica-
tions required to treat her illness
would cause irreparable damage to her
unborn child, and so Pam was encour-
aged to have an abortion. Thankfully,
she refused, and her son, Tim, went on
to play starting quarterback for the
Florida Gators and in 2007 was awarded
the Heisman Trophy.

Let me share one other brief story.
As a baby, Patrick Henry Hughes was
born with diseases that caused him to
be both blind and crippled from birth.
By some accounts, his life may have
been considered less valuable. But Pat-
rick has a unique gift. He has become
an amagzing multi-instrumental musi-
cian who inspires people across the
country with his music. In 2006, he was
recruited to join the marching band at
the University of Louisville. He joined
the band, playing the trumpet while
his father pushed his wheelchair
through the marching routines. Pat-
rick is an inspiration to so many
around him. And when asked about the
challenges they have faced, Patrick’s
father said he now asks: What did we
do to deserve a special young man
who’s brought us so, so much?

For both of these stories, there are
hundreds of others that remain untold;
hundreds of lives that may never have
been were it not for those who continue
to stand on behalf of the unborn.

First, I want to thank those who are
coming tomorrow to visit and march
for life.
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