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to ask, where are the jobs? In addition,
the small businesses in my district are
asking how they’re supposed to pay the
new mandates being placed on them
under this bill.

The CMS analysis also shows that
the recently passed health care bill
will increase health care costs to 21
percent of the GDP by 2019. In addition
to this increased spending in health
care, the Congressional Budget Office
has stated that under current spending
levels, by 2020 American taxpayers will
be paying $2 billion a day in interest
alone on the national debt. It also esti-
mates that the debt will be $20 trillion
by that year.

Our Nation’s economic future re-
quires that this administration and
Congress exercise serious fiscal con-
straint and stop excessive spending.

————
STANDING FOR HEALTH CARE

(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I was there when the President
signed the health care bill into law. I
saw him sign it in ink, but my heart
was heavy because I knew that while
he was signing in ink, it was written in
prayers, the prayers of some 46 million
people who did not have insurance.
Signed in ink, written in prayers, but
also written in tears, the tears of par-
ents who have children with pre-
existing conditions who could not get
insurance for their children. Signed in
ink, written in prayers, tears, as well
as blood, because in this country 45,000
people die annually because they do
not have insurance. That’s one person
every 12 minutes.

So I do not stand for and will not
stand for reinstating tears, for rein-
stating those prayers, and I will not
have the blood of the 45,000 on my
hands. I stand with the bill.

———

REPEAL AND REPLACE HEALTH
CARE BILL

(Mr. KLINE of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KLINE of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to share my constitu-
ents’ concerns and frustrations over
the health care bill that unfortunately
is now law.

Last night, I hosted a telephone town
hall meeting; thousands of my con-
stituents participated. I invited them
to discuss any issue that they chose;
every single one spoke about this new
health care law. And they had con-
cerns. One man who called in said, I'm
72 years old, I'm retired, and I get my
health insurance from my company.
Are they still going to provide pre-
scription drug coverage? That’s a fine
question.

The wife of a family practitioner
said, My husband is 62, and his patients
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are asking whether he will be able to
stay around. And he tells them it will
all depend on the government. It’s sad
to me that he doesn’t even get to make
his own choice about whether or not he
retires.

Last week, the Obama administra-
tion’s own experts confirmed what
we’ve been saying for a year: this bill
costs too much. Mr. Speaker, it’s time
to repeal this law and replace it.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BLUMENAUER). Pursuant to clause 8 of
rule XX, the Chair will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on motions to
suspend the rules on which a recorded
vote or the yeas and nays are ordered,
or on which the vote incurs objection
under clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———————

TEMPORARY EXTENSION OF
SMALL BUSINESS PROGRAMS

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 3253) to provide for an addi-
tional temporary extension of pro-
grams under the Small Business Act
and the Small Business Investment Act
of 1958, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 3253

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ADDITIONAL TEMPORARY EXTEN-
SION OF AUTHORIZATION OF PRO-
GRAMS UNDER THE SMALL BUSI-
NESS ACT AND THE SMALL BUSI-
NESS INVESTMENT ACT OF 1958.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1 of the Act enti-
tled ‘““An Act to extend temporarily certain
authorities of the Small Business Adminis-
tration’, approved October 10, 2006 (Public
Law 109-316; 120 Stat. 1742), as most recently
amended by section 1 of Public Law 111-136
(124 Stat. 6), is amended by striking ‘‘April
30, 2010’ each place it appears and inserting
“July 31, 2010”°.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
April 29, 2010.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. VELAZQUEZ) and the
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. GRAVES)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York.

_ GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H2895

Mr. Speaker, our economy is showing
significant signs of improvement: con-
sumer spending is climbing, manufac-
turers are adding jobs, and retail sales
rose substantially for the first 3
months of this year. All of these are
positive signs; however, if our recovery
is going to produce the jobs that the
American people need and deserve,
small businesses will be central to the
equation.

In every previous recession, small
firms have served as job-creating cata-
lysts. Not only do small firms add jobs
faster than big companies, but many
dislocated workers launch their own
ventures during economic downturns.
Those enterprises in turn often grow
and create employment opportunities
for the American people. For entre-
preneurs to play this role, they need
the right tools. The legislation before
us will extend the Small Business Ad-
ministration programs that help new
ventures form and existing businesses
gTOW.

Since the start of this Congress, the
House has passed 16 bills to strengthen
SBA initiatives. This included legisla-
tion to modernize the SBA’s capital ac-
cess programs so that small businesses
can weather the credit crunch. How-
ever, before the SBA programs are
fully updated, they must be extended.
This bill ensures these initiatives keep
operating. We cannot afford any of the
SBA services to lapse just as our recov-
ery is getting off the ground.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes”
and reserve the balance of my time.
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the chairwoman’s
request to suspend the rules and pass S.
32563. The bill is a simple 3-month ex-
tension of all the Small Business Ad-
ministration’s core programs until
July 31, 2010.

This bill is necessary because the
temporary extension we approved in
January is going to expire at the end of
this week. Over the past 3 years, the
House Small Business Committee has
worked in a productive, bipartisan
manner to author legislation reauthor-
izing and improving the Small Business
Administration and its programs. I
commend the chairwoman on her lead-
ership and willingness to work in this
fashion. By working together, we have
reported and passed several bills that
would modernize the SBA, allowing it
to serve small business owners in the
21st century.

Unfortunately, our counterparts in
the other body have not worked as dili-
gently, and unless we pass this exten-
sion, many of the SBA programs that
our small businesses rely on are going
to expire on Friday.

Small businesses are the backbone of
our economy. It is because of them
that we have seen nominal gains in our
economy recently. Still, the national
unemployment rate hovers around 10
percent, with some States experiencing
as much as 14 percent. If we are serious



H2896

about our recovery efforts, helping our
small businesses thrive has to be our
first priority.

The programs run by the SBA pro-
vide a critical foundation that small
businesses depend on to succeed.
Whether it is designing a business plan,
acquiring financing, or Ilooking for
technical assistance, the SBA is often
the first place entrepreneurs turn to in
helping build and growing their busi-
nesses. It’s essential that we Kkeep
these programs running while we main-
tain our efforts to work on full reau-
thorization.

While we are continuing to work
with our colleagues in the other body,
we need more time to thoughtfully and
completely reauthorize these critical
programs. I am hopeful that we will be
able to complete the work on full reau-
thorization by the end of this Congress.

Again, I support the chairwoman’s
request to pass S. 32563 and urge all of
my colleagues to do so.

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of S. 3253, which extends the
Small Business Act.

| support this legislation because it is crucial
that the Small Businesses Administration pro-
grams that have helped launch and sustain so
many small businesses are allowed to con-
tinue.

Small businesses employ just over half of all
private sector employees, with a payroll of
about $175 billion, and create many of the
new jobs we need. More than half of all Amer-
icans work at or own a small business. Small
businesses have been responsible for the ma-
jority of new jobs created in this country. Any-
one who talks about getting our economy on
track and does not talk about what we need
to do for small business is missing a huge
piece of the puzzle.

In my district, the 37th Congressional Dis-
trict of California, there are approximately
16,300 small businesses.

But in the global economy of the 21st cen-
tury, small businesses, very much like the
banks and the auto industry, need sound fiscal
options to remain competitive, especially in dif-
ficult economic times for them and their cus-
tomers.

This is where the Small Business Adminis-
tration can help.

The SBA exists to aid and protect the inter-
ests of small business concerns, to preserve
free competitive enterprise and to maintain
and strengthen the overall economy of our na-
tion.

The SBA was established in 1953 by the
federal government to aid, counsel, assist and
protect the interests of small business con-
cerns, to preserve free competitive enterprise
and to maintain and strengthen the overall
economy of our nation.

The SBA’s Office of Business Development
assists firms owned and controlled by eco-
nomically and socially disadvantaged individ-
uals enter the economic mainstream by pro-
viding firm-specific analyses, counseling, man-
agement training, professional consulting and
monitoring services, and access to business
development opportunities under section 8(a)
of the Small Business Act.

Much like the loan guarantee program, the
Section 8(a) program is well intended. But one
of its problems is that too often program par-
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ticipants are “graduated” before they are suffi-
ciently prepared to compete for contracts with
large and established companies in the private
sector.

This has resulted in a large number of
former 8(a) companies failing to remain in
business shortly after leaving the development
program.

| have introduced legislation that can build
upon the loan guarantee program extended by
H.R. 493 and which would eliminate the prob-
lem of “graduating” Section 8(a) program par-
ticipants before they are sufficiently prepared
to compete for contracts with large and estab-
lished companies in the private sector.

My legislation, H.R. 4897, the “Not Too
Small to Succeed in Business Act,” reforms
and modernizes the Section 8(a) program to
help more small and disadvantaged business
enterprises (DBE) remain in business and hire
more workers by doing the following:

1. Amending the Small Business Act to in-
crease the net worth limits (to $750,000) used
by SBA in determining whether an applicant
satisfies the “economically disadvantaged” re-
quirement for admission to the program and
increases to $2.25 million the net worth re-
quired for early graduation from the program.

2. Extending the Section 8(a) program pe-
riod to 11 years, from the current 9 years.

3. Granting a one-time 2-year reinstatement
in the Section 8(a) program for companies
who were graduated from the program at the
expiration of the 9-year term.

Mr. Speaker, extending the programs under
the SBA Act, including the Loan Guarantee
Program and amending the Section 8(a) Small
and Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Pro-
gram are a necessary part of strengthening
our ability to help small businesses succeed
and provide jobs for our people. | urge all
members to join me in voting for S. 3253.

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
VELAZQUEZ) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 3253.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

GLOBAL YOUTH SERVICE DAY

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 1240) supporting the
goals and ideals of Global Youth Serv-
ice Day, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1240

Whereas Global Youth Service Day is an
annual campaign that celebrates and mobi-
lizes the millions of children and youth who
improve their communities each day of the
year through community service and service-
learning;

Whereas Global Youth Service Day will be
celebrated from April 23, 2010, to April 25,
2010;

April 27, 2010

Whereas the goals of Global Youth Service
Day are to mobilize and support young peo-
ple to identify and address the needs of their
communities, schools, and organizations, to
provide opportunities for youth engagement,
and the public, the media, and policymakers
to recognize and raise awareness of young
people as assets and resources;

Whereas Global Youth Service Day, a pro-
gram of Youth Service America, is the larg-
est service event in the world, the only day
of service dedicated to youth engagement,
and in 2010 is being observed for the 22nd
consecutive year in the United States and
for the 11th year globally in more than 100
countries;

Whereas Global Youth Service Day engages
millions of young people worldwide with the
support of more than 200 National and Inter-
national Partners, 85 State and local Lead
Agencies, and thousands of local partners;

Whereas high quality community service
and service-learning programs increase
young people’s academic engagement and
achievement, workforce readiness, 21st cen-
tury skills, and civic knowledge and engage-
ment;

Whereas community service and service-
learning provide opportunities for young
people to apply their knowledge, idealism,
energy, creativity, and unique perspectives
to improve their communities by addressing
a myriad of critical issues, such as health,
childhood obesity, education, illiteracy, pov-
erty, hunger, environment, climate change,
violence, and natural disasters;

Whereas Global Youth Service Day is an
opportunity for citizen diplomacy, as evi-
denced by the growing number of projects
that involve youth working collaboratively
across borders to address global issues, in-
creasing intercultural understanding, and
promoting the sense that they are global
citizens;

Whereas thousands of participants in
schools and community-based organizations
are planning Global Youth Service Day ac-
tivities as part of a Semester of Service in
which young people spend the semester ad-
dressing a community need connected to
learning goals or academic standards over
the course of at least 70 hours;

Whereas Global Youth Service Day pro-
vides an opportunity for young children,
teenagers, and young adults, to gain experi-
ence as active citizens and community lead-
ers, and assist schools, community organiza-
tions, faith-based organizations, government
agencies, businesses, and families; and

Whereas the Edward M. Kennedy Serve
America Act recognizes Global Youth Serv-
ice Day as a national day of service and calls
on the President to encourage people of the
United States to observe the day with appro-
priate youth-led community improvement
and service-learning activities: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes and commends the signifi-
cant contributions of youth of the United
States and encourages the cultivation of a
civic bond between young people dedicated
to serving their neighbors, their commu-
nities, and the Nation;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Global
Youth Service Day; and

(3) calls on the people of the United States
to observe Global Youth Service Day by—

(A) encouraging youth to participate in
community service and service-learning
projects and joining their peers in such
projects;

(B) recognizing the volunteer efforts of the
young people of the United States through-
out the year; and
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