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Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I am
very happy that our Republican col-
leagues have brought up the CMS re-
port because, while they try to pro-
claim that this is some kind of revela-
tion, what it actually verifies is what
we’ve been saying all along, which is
that we will expand the coverage in
this country, not by the 30 million peo-
ple, which was originally projected, but
now by 34 million people. For a 1 per-
cent increase in our total health care
costs, which is something that we al-
ways said we were going to do, we are
going to insure 11 percent more of the
population. That’s a pretty good deal.

Yet there was another big surprise in
that CMS report, not just that we are
going to insure more people than we
thought, but that we will extend the
life of Medicare’s trust fund, not just
by 9 years as we thought, but now by 12
years—all the way to 2029.

Yes, there was some news in the CMS
report. It is good news for the Amer-
ican people; it is good news for Medi-
care, and it is good news for the Demo-
cratic Congress, which did this great
service for the American people.

————
A NEW REPORT SHEDS LIGHT ON
EFFECTS OF HEALTH CARE
TAKEOVER

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, we got some
interesting news from the Obama ad-
ministration’s own number crunchers
last week. Though it comes as no sur-
prise to those who opposed the govern-
ment takeover of health care, which
became law last month, we learned
that this takeover increases national
health care spending by $311 billion.
Plus, the Federal actuaries reported
that 18 million taxpayers will be
socked with $33 billion in fines for not
purchasing government-approved
health care.

In direct contradiction to President
Obama’s promise of, if you like your
plan, you can keep it, the report stated
that half of the 14.8 million seniors who
enjoy Medicare Advantage will be
forced to leave the program due to
lower benefits. That means about 20,000
in my district alone will likely lose
their plans.

Too bad we didn’t have this detailed
report before the government takeover
became law, but as the saying goes:
Better late than never.

——————

CELEBRATING NATIONAL VA
RESEARCH WEEK

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, this
week is National VA Research Week,
recognizing 85 years of VA medical re-
search. Since 1925, the VA has led the
way in cutting-edge medical research,
turning ideas into discoveries and into

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

innovations which have improved the
quality of life for generations of our
military veterans.

Many Americans may not realize
that some of medical science’s greatest
achievements have been as the result
of research conducted at the VA. The
CAT scan and the cardiac pacemaker
are but two of the trailblazing innova-
tions made possible through VA-funded
research.

Today, the VA is the worldwide lead-
er in important medical research, such
as in the diagnosis and treatment of
traumatic brain injuries and of
neuroprosthetic technologies related to
amputations and to spinal cord injuries
of our brave wounded warriors.

So, this week, as we celebrate the
pioneers of the past 85 years, let us also
recognize today’s VA researchers, who
are leading the way to finding the med-
ical breakthroughs of tomorrow.

0 1230
DAY OF PRAYER

(Mr. HARPER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, Governor
Haley Barbour has proclaimed today as
a Day of Prayer in my home State of
Mississippi to remember Mississippians
who suffered devastating losses of life
and property in Saturday’s horrific tor-
nadoes and for those families who lost
loved ones in last week’s 0il rig explo-
sion.

One of the tornadoes was an EF4 that
left a path of destruction across Mis-
sissippi. Communities have come to-
gether to comfort families, clear de-
bris, and accumulate what personal
possessions could be found.

Equally, Mississippians are experi-
encing grief in reaction to the drilling
incident in the Gulf of Mexico. As
neighbors and families mourn, we are
reminded of the character of Mississip-
pians in the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina.

Today I join folks from across Mis-
sissippi in praying for those families
affected. I commend Governor Haley
Barbour for his leadership and for ap-
propriately designating today as the
Day of Prayer.

Though tragic, neither of these
events will break the spirit of Mis-
sissippi and her people. Our people will
persevere.

————

IN SUPPORT OF ELIMINATION OF
PAY RAISE FOR MEMBERS OF
CONGRESS DURING FISCAL YEAR
2011

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, later today
the House will consider legislation to
stop the automatic pay raise for Mem-
bers of Congress during this fiscal year.
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I am proud to be a cosponsor of this
bill because I believe strongly that
Members of Congress should not re-
ceive a pay raise when so many fami-
lies in Nevada are struggling with job
loss, homes that are under water, and
uncertainty about their economic fu-
ture.

Unemployment in my district has
reached record levels, the highest in 25
years. Families are tightening their
belts and too many hardworking Ne-
vadans are desperate to find a job. It
would be unconscionable during this
time of economic hardship for Members
of Congress to receive an automatic
pay raise. Our action today will send a
message to the American people that
we are changing the way that business
is done in Washington and we are seri-
ous about putting our economy on the
path to recovery and restoring eco-
nomic security for all Americans.

———

THE DEMOCRATS’ HEALTH CARE
BILL

(Mr. NEUGEBAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, in
case there’s any doubt about the new
report released by CMS this week, the
report says it all. The Democrats’
health care bill fails to provide the re-
form taxpayers deserve and expected.
In fact, the report clearly states that
the health care spending will go up by
$310 billion over the next 10 years and
that the new long-term care CLASS
Program poses serious risk of being
unsustainable.

This is just another example of the
Federal Government’s creating yet an-
other unsustainable program and fail-
ing to empower the American people.
We have set ourselves up for more
spending, more burdens that we simply
cannot afford, while taking away bene-
fits from seniors and disabled Ameri-
cans who need them most.

While Republicans offered positive
solutions to tackle the spending,
Democrats created a massive new gov-
ernment-run health care plan that
hurts the economy, interferes with pa-
tient choices, and does nothing to
bring down the cost of health care.

Mr. Speaker, the American people de-
serve better than that.

———

PASS FINANCIAL REGULATORY
REFORM

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, it’s not
even 3 years since Bear Stearns landed
flat on its back, that Lehman Brothers
landed flat on its back, that AIG con-
tributed to a destruction of our econ-
omy which resulted in the destruction
of $17 trillion of the household wealth
of the American people.

We have spent the last year assem-
bling a commonsense, market-oriented
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package of reforms, bringing deriva-
tives onto exchanges, creating an agen-
cy which prevents mortgage brokers
from selling mortgages to American
families that that broker knows can’t
possibly be repaid.

Yet the other side is saying ‘‘no,”
saying ‘‘no’” to the kind of common-
sense reform that will restore Ameri-
cans’ faith in their system, make them
comfortable investing in America. Yes-
terday in the other body, a big step
back was taken.

The time is now if we are to be seri-
ous about addressing the crisis that
this country is only now emerging
from for this House to set aside par-
tisanship and pass financial regulatory
reform.

————
WHERE ARE THE JOBS?

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to voice my deep concern over
the rising tide of unemployment across
America and particularly in my home
State of West Virginia. In my State,
the unemployment rate has risen now
to over 10 percent with some counties
reaching well over 12 percent.

Beyond these staggering figures, we
must take a moment to pause and ask
ourselves, are the policies we’re push-
ing through this Congress creating real
job growth? Absolutely not.

Sadly, we all know a family member,
a friend, a colleague who has lost their
job and is struggling to get back on
their feet. The so-called stimulus bill,
along with numerous so-called jobs
bills, has failed to produce the jobs
that the administration and the Demo-
crats in this Congress promised. And
worse yet, the policies of this adminis-
tration are actually causing job loss in
my State.

Instead we should be enacting poli-
cies that get Americans back to work
and awaken Main Street across our
country.

Mr. Speaker, at a time of increasing
unemployment for American families,
we must keep repeating, where are the
jobs?

——

WE NEED TO PASS FINANCIAL
REFORM

(Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, we need to pass financial re-
form, and it’s time for Republicans to
stop standing in the way.

When I'm home in Connecticut and
talk to my neighbors and constituents,
I never hear anybody disagree with me
about the need to reform Wall Street.
Their retirement account statements
are all the proof that they need that
Wall Street played a hand that was too
dangerous for their own good.
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We need to make sure that our finan-
cial system does what it does best: help
get money from investors to businesses
so that they can innovate and expand.
When Wall Street sticks to this mis-
sion, we all win.

But over the last decade, much of
Wall Street became a Las Vegas casino,
with our money—our mortgages, our
investments, and pensions—being used
as casino chips in trading schemes that
added no value to our economy.

Wall Street needs to get back to
what it’s good at, and it’s time for Re-
publicans to stop standing in the way
and join us so that we can lock the
door together.

———————

RECOGNIZING AUTISM
AWARENESS MONTH

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
April is Autism Awareness Month, and
I call for increased research into and
treatment for this leading develop-
mental disorder.

Autism impacts more of our children
every day, and it is becoming excep-
tionally prevalent in our American so-
ciety. The number of American fami-
lies who must learn to cope with au-
tism is growing every day. An esti-
mated one out of every 110 children
born in the United States are now diag-
nosed with autism.

We have got to invest in the research
that will allow us to better understand
and to treat this serious disorder. For
individuals already living with autism
and those children who will be diag-
nosed this year, we must make this a
priority. Autism’s hold on our families,
our children, and our country must be
broken.

I look forward to the day when chil-
dren diagnosed with this develop-
mental disorder can live full and
healthy lives. Let’s pass this bill before
us today.

————
CONGRATULATING NORTHWEST
PENNSYLVANIA COLLEGIATE

ACADEMY

(Mrs. DAHLKEMPER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to offer congratulations to
the Northwest Pennsylvania Collegiate
Academy of Erie, Pennsylvania, on
their second straight victory at the
United States Academic Decathlon.

On Saturday, Collegiate Academy’s
nine-member Academic Decathlon
team won the Division II small school
title and placed sixth out of 40 schools
overall at the competition in Omaha.

The students showcased their knowl-
edge in 10 subjects: music, art, lan-
guage and literature, science, history,
economics, essay, interview, speech,
and math.
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Coach Colleen Holmes 1led these
bright students to victory and helped
four team members—Rachel
Vandevert, Bronte Seath, Stan Tuznik,
and Reeve Hunsaker—earn individual
medals at the competition. Sean Car-
ney, Ben Engel, John Luke Galla,
Cullen Skinner, and Rose Heid rounded
out this champion team.

On behalf of the United States House
of Representatives, congratulations to
Northwest Pennsylvania Collegiate
Academy’s Academic Decathlon team
on this great victory and on your fu-
ture successes.

——————

HEALTH CARE BILL’S COSTS

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, each day I
am more convinced that I was right to
oppose the health care reform bill that
was pushed through this Congress last
month.

All along Republicans questioned
how it’s possible to increase Medicaid
enrollees and cut costs at the same
time. And lo and behold, we were right.
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services, or CMS, recently concluded
that implementing this bill means
health care will be 21 percent of our
GDP in 2019, up from 16 percent today.
Taxpayers will be forced to spend $410
billion to expand Medicaid to 20 mil-
lion new beneficiaries, and that’s only
at the Federal level. That doesn’t
count the State level spending, in
which my home State of Texas has
been estimated to incur a $24 billion
unfunded mandate over 10 years.

Mr. Speaker, there’s a better way to
provide access to quality, affordable
health care for all Americans. We
should repeal and replace the bloated
government plan with one that makes
sense. The American people deserve no
less.

THE CONSUMER FINANCIAL
PROTECTION AGENCY

(Ms. TSONGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, last
week I met with a small business
owner from Concord, Massachusetts,
who showed me several months of his
credit card statements. Due to a 1-day
late payment after years of on-time
payments, his credit card company in-
creased his interest rate by 15 percent,
informing him that because of the in-
crease, he will pay off his balance in
2,820 years.

Thanks to the Credit CARD Act, such
abuses are now illegal but only after
more than a decade of trying to move
these bipartisan and commonsense re-
forms through Congress.

In response to the law, credit card
companies are already devising new
ways to exploit their customers, trust-
ing in Congress’ inability to respond
quickly.
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