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And that’s the reason I think we have
such a low approval rating in this
country, because they view it as back-
room deals, secret deals. This bill will
eliminate all the sweetheart deals that
are in this bill.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
eliminating sweetheart deals in the
current health care legislation.

———
THE AMT ADJUSTMENT ACT

(Mr. HALL of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HALL of New York. Mr. Speaker,
a critical component of our economic
recovery is tax relief for our middle
class. I rise today to urge my col-
leagues to support the AMT Adjust-
ment Act, which eliminates the AMT
from the lives of most middle class
families and greatly reduces it for the
rest.

In places with a high cost of living
like New York’s Hudson Valley, more
and more middle class taxpayers find
themselves paying the excessive AMT.
We must restore balance to the Tax
Code and prevent this millionaire’s tax
from hitting the middle class for once
and for all.

H.R. 5077 increases the amount of in-
come exempt from the AMT and per-
manently fixes the tax by indexing it
to the cost of living. Tax day is bad
enough already, and it shouldn’t have
big surprises to the tune of thousands
of dollars our families have to pay.

Congress must stand up for the mid-
dle class. I urge support for this bill.

———————

THE ADMINISTRATION AND
ISRAEL

(Mr. ROGERS of Alabama asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to express my serious
concern about the way the administra-
tion is dealing with Israel and how de-
structive I think their behavior is to
our relationship.

I would like to remind the adminis-
tration that the overwhelming major-
ity of the Members of Congress, Demo-
crat and Republican, but more impor-
tantly the overwhelming majority of
Americans, fiercely support our friend
Israel and expect the administration to
reflect that in their behavior.

We have had this President go to
Saudi Arabia and to Egypt to reempha-
size how important it is to improve re-
lations with the Muslim nations. He
didn’t visit Israel while he was over
there to emphasize how important it
was to keep and maintain support for
our relationship with that Jewish
State.

We have had Vice President BIDEN go
there and condemn the construction of
apartments in Jerusalem. Secretary
Clinton did the same thing. Vice Presi-
dent BIDEN was an hour and a half late
for a dinner with the Prime Minister.
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How disrespectful. When President
Obama met with Netanyahu in the
White House and had dinner with him,
he walked out on that dinner. How dis-
respectful.

We expect more from our President
when it comes to dealing with Israel
than just disrespect. We expect a re-
emphasis of our support for Israel.
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EQUAL PAY DAY

(Ms. PINGREE of Maine asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker,
this week we marked Equal Pay Day, a
day when we recognize the unequal pay
of women in this country. Today,
women still only make 77 cents to
every dollar earned by men. But this
disparity is not a women’s issue. It’s a
family issue.

There are just as many women as
there are men in the workforce now,
and women are the breadwinner or co-
breadwinner in about two-thirds of all
American families. That is why all of
us, men and women alike, have such a
big stake in eliminating this gap.

I was proud that my first speech as a
freshman in this body was in support of
the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act and
when that legislation became the first
bill that President Obama signed after
taking office. I was proud when Maine
had Lilly Ledbetter herself to visit our
State last month. And I am proud of
the fact that Maine has passed a com-
parable worth law and made great
strides towards ending pay discrimina-
tion in our own State.

But for all we have to be proud of, we
have so much more to do because when
women are paid less, everybody suffers.

————

END BAILOUTS ONCE AND FOR
ALL

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. What’s the difference be-
tween an ‘‘orderly liquidation fund”
and a taxpayer-funded bailout? There
is no difference.

Senate Democrats say they need $50
billion to create a new fund so the gov-
ernment can ‘“‘wind down’ failing fi-
nancial firms. House Democrats want
$100 billion more. Both bills increase
taxes on consumers at a time when
they can least afford it.

Once the bailout fund is in place,
government bureaucrats will decide
which Wall Street firms are too big to
fail, and then they’ll use your hard-
earned dollars to pay off the firm’s
creditors. Sound familiar? It’s what
they did for companies like AIG with
the $700 billion TARP bailout.

Now Democrats are pushing “TARP
Two.” They want to give the govern-
ment the power of a permanent bailout
fund to get back in the game of decid-
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ing which of their Wall Street friends
to rescue. And their bill does nothing
about Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac—
the two enterprises at the heart of the
economic meltdown.

Republicans have better solutions.
Our measure deals with Fannie and
Freddie and places failed firms into
bankruptcy. It also provides better and
smarter regulatory reform, stops the
policy of “‘too big to fail,”” and protects
taxpayers by ending bailouts once and
for all.

———

EARTH DAY

(Ms. SPEIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on the 40th anniversary of Earth
Day to support the millions of people
around the world who are dedicating
their time and service to protecting
our environment. I commend all of our
citizens for their efforts to clean up our
environment, but most of all, I look
forward to seeing what we in Congress
will do to support them.

I hope this will include passage of
legislation I've recently introduced
that will restore and protect the larg-
est estuary on the west coast—the San
Francisco Bay and its watersheds,
which are a national treasure and a re-
source of worldwide significance.

I also encourage all of us to stand
with our constituents this week who
are lending their time and service to
activities to clean up our environment.
One town in my district expects over
5,000 people to dedicate their day to
clean up the local shoreline. Earth Day
is truly about service, and it’s a great
opportunity for friends and neighbors
to come together on behalf of our plan-
et.

———

BAILOUT CULTURE

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. With
all of this talk about another big bank
bailout and protecting companies that
are too big to fail, I think we need to
bring things back into perspective. The
government should not be in the busi-
ness of picking winners and losers—es-
pecially not at the expense of the
American taxpayer.

America was built on freedom and
free enterprise. Our Founding Fathers
never envisioned a Big Brother govern-
ment so entrenched in the private sec-
tor that it would prop up companies
like Fannie and Freddie, rescue Wall
Street, bail out AIG, and own car com-
panies. What incentive does a corpora-
tion have to be responsible to its em-
ployees, customers, communities, and
shareholders if it knows Uncle Sam is
going to be there to pick up the pieces
when it falls apart?

With unemployment at 10 percent
and companies hesitant to hire new
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workers, I think the Democrats should
realize it’s time to stop playing CEO
with taxpayer dollars.

———

EARTH DAY IS OCEAN DAY

(Mr. FARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commemorate Earth Day and speak
of the important role our oceans play
in combating global warming.

As we celebrate the 40th anniversary
of Earth Day, we must remember that
Earth Day issues are closely linked to
ocean health. Think about it. Seventy
percent of the earth is covered by
water. The ocean plays a key role in
climate formation. It is not only the
atmosphere that collects CO,, but also
the oceans are trapping CO,. That is
why we have melting ice caps, rising
sea levels, hotter-than-average tem-
peratures, and more severe storms and
periods of drought.

Ocean acidification has the greatest
impact on corals, clams, oysters, and
crabs. The seafood that we eat, like
salmon, depend on those. Ocean health
is directly related to land health. As
we learn about our responsibility for
the sustainable well-being of our plan-
et, we must become concerned citizens
of oceans as well.

BEarth Day is ocean day. Think about
it. There is more ocean than earth.

——————

EPA’S CONTEST USING TAXPAYER
DOLLARS

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
make Americans aware of a contest
being held by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. In an attempt to ex-
plain how the bureaucracy works, the
EPA has announced a video contest to
encourage citizens to create videos
that explain the Federal rulemaking
process. The reward for showing how
your government operates is a prize of
$2,500.

To some, I realize that might not
seem like a lot of money, but as my
friend MARSHA BLACKBURN astutely
pointed out, $2,500 is the total tax con-
tribution for a working American mak-
ing just under $30,000 a year. Do we
really want to ask any American to
hand their total tax payment over to
someone who made a YouTube video?

Mr. Speaker, we must restore fiscal
discipline in the Federal Government,
and ending this kind of spending is a
good place to start.

———

HONORING ORENE ELLIS FARESE

(Mr. CHILDERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. CHILDERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Ms. Orene
Ellis Farese—a singular woman of
great accomplishment, style, and un-
common beauty. Her home was Ash-
land, Mississippi, where she was a true
partner of her husband, famed attorney
John B. Farese. They served together
in the Mississippi legislature—the first
couple to do so in our State and the
United States.

The Fareses became the parents of
four exceptional children: John Booth,
Kay, Steve, and Jeff. The Farese house-
hold was a lively and hospitable one,
always open to friends and to chil-
dren’s friends.

Mrs. Farese taught by example and
placed a high priority on service and
excellence. She founded the Ashland
PTA and the Arts Festival, served as a
Scout and church leader, and was
present at every activity involving her
children.

In 1938, Mrs. Farese graduated from
Blue Mountain College—a momentous
accomplishment for a woman at that
time. Through her continued leader-
ship, Mrs. Farese was a role model for
young women in Ashland affirming
that they, too, could accomplish any-
thing with their lives. The Fareses put
the tiny town of Ashland on the map
and raised the bar for everyone.

Today, their children continue the
Farese legacy of giving begun by their
parents. I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring this sterling example of
Mississippi womanhood and her beau-
tifully lived life.

———

IT IS TIME FOR COMMONSENSE
REFORM FOR WALL STREET

(Mr. MURPHY of New York asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MURPHY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, over the last 10 years, Wash-
ington failed to regulate our financial
marketplaces, and some people on Wall
Street took advantage of that to take
ridiculous and dangerous risks with
dollars that they couldn’t back up.
This must never be allowed to happen
again. All across America, we Kknow
what happened. When Wall Street
melted down, Main Street paid the
price. It’s time for us to put in place
commonsense reforms to fix this sys-
tem.

I was proud to support the financial
reform that we passed here in the
House last fall, and I look forward to
getting a final bill in front of us. We
must make sure that taxpayers never
again are responsible for bailing out
failed financial institutions. We must
also protect our consumers from some
of the risky and predatory behavior we
saw in the marketplace from unregu-
lated organizations pushing mortgages
that couldn’t be afforded. And we’ve
got to inject transparency and ac-
countability into our financial system.
The fresh light of day will disinfect so
many of the ills in our financial sys-
tem.
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This is about more than just reform.
It’s about strengthening the system
and strengthening our economy and
strengthening all of us in this country.

———

MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES
ON H.R. 2194, IRAN REFINED PE-
TROLEUM SANCTIONS ACT OF
2009

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 2194) to
amend the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996
to enhance United States diplomatic
efforts with respect to Iran by expand-
ing economic sanctions against Iran,
with the Senate amendment thereto,
disagree to the Senate amendment, and
agree to the conference asked by the
Senate.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
have a motion to instruct conferees at
the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the motion.

The Clerk read as follows:

Ms. Ros-Lehtinen moves that the man-
agers on the part of the House at the con-
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses on the Senate amendment to the bill
H.R. 2194 be instructed—

(1) To insist on the provisions of H.R. 2194,
A Dbill to amend the Iran Sanctions Act of
1996 to enhance United States diplomatic ef-
forts with respect to Iran by expanding eco-
nomic sanctions against Iran, as passed by
the House on December 15, 2009; and

(2) To complete their work and present a
conference report and joint explanatory
statement by no later than May 28, 2010.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 7 of rule XXII, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN) and the gentleman from
California (Mr. BERMAN) each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this motion comes at a
critical point in our efforts to prevent
Iran from dealing a devastating blow to
the security of our Nation, the security
of our closest allies, and to global secu-
rity and stability. The gravest threat
comes from Iran’s rapidly advancing
nuclear weapons program.

Last week, Lieutenant General Bur-
gess, the director of the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency, and General Cart-
wright, the vice chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, testified that Iran could
produce enough weapons-grade fuel for
a nuclear weapon within 1 year. But
even with this alarming scenario, we
may be too optimistic given the Ira-
nian regime’s long history of decep-
tion.

Last September, yet another secret
Iranian nuclear facility was revealed—
an underground uranium enrichment
plant. Inspectors from the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency, or

The
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