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and we will continue to suffer from the
unintended consequences and abuses
that they foster.

Yes, Arizona will suffer because of
this law. How can we expect to recover
from our recession if we chase away
our workers, shrink our tax base, and
scare honest, hardworking American
families? Blanket discrimination and
persecution is not the way to solve the
immigration or economic crisis.

In order to prevent more States from
following in Arizona’s footsteps, I en-
courage my colleagues in Congress to
act immediately to pass comprehensive
immigration reform.

——————

NO JUSTICE FOR LINDSAY
BRASHIER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
Evelyn Mezzich is 32 years of age. She
has a husband, a 2-year-old son, and she
has a college degree she earned in the
United States.

Evelyn Mezzich is also a charged kill-
er and an absconder from the law. In a
gross miscarriage of justice, she has
been allowed to live out her luxurious
life in her native country of Peru. She
has never had to face the justice sys-
tem for her crimes in the TUnited
States. She didn’t have to face the con-
sequences of her reckless conduct while
living in America.

You see, in 1996, Evelyn Mezzich was
driving drunk in Texas. She fell asleep
at the wheel and had a head-on colli-
sion with a telephone poll. Mezzich had
minor injuries, but in the collision she
killed her 18-year-old roommate, Lind-
say Brashier, and permanently para-
lyzed a third passenger.

Mezzich was indicted for intoxication
manslaughter in Texas. What that
means is she was charged with a felony
of drinking, driving, and killing some-
body.

After posting bail, she and her par-
ents snuck out of town, and they head-
ed back to their home country of Peru.
Mezzich continues to live an
unapologetic lifestyle in Peru without
remorse or without reform. A few years
ago, she put up a MySpace page on the
Internet. She posted pictures of herself
drinking and partying with friends.
She had a wild bachelorette party, also
drinking and partying with her
girlfriends, complete with a male strip-
per. She listed her favorite song as
Nelly Furtado’s ‘‘Promiscuous Girl.”

Here’s a photograph that she placed
on the Internet with some of her
friends; and, of course, she is the one
with the drink, partying, having a good
time, all the while escaping justice in
Texas for the crime that she had com-
mitted. She actually listed on her
MySpace page that drinking and
partying with friends was one of her fa-
vorite activities. She listed her motto:
“Life’s too short; so live it up.” Obvi-
ously, she has not changed her attitude
or lifestyle.
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Madam Speaker, Evelyn Mezzich
knows better than anyone how short
life is. She is responsible for tragically
cutting short the life of another per-
son, Lindsay Brashier, an 18-year-old
honor student who was just beginning
in the prime of her life.

This is a photograph of Lindsay
taken shortly before the homicide in
Texas. She wanted to be a surgeon;
and, thanks to Evelyn, Lindsay never
had that chance.

After Evelyn Mezzich jumped bail in
Texas, a warrant was issued for her ar-
rest. In 2001, the FBI found Mezzich,
who was, ironically, having a good
time on her honeymoon. But a bizarre
loophole in the U.S. and Peruvian ex-
tradition laws meant that Mezzich
would remain free. Since 2001, that
loophole has been fixed, but Mezzich’s
not about to come back to America to
stand trial. She’s having too much fun
in Peru.

Madam Speaker, it’s time for Evelyn
Mezzich to be brought back to Texas
and to stand trial for the homicide of
this person, Lindsay Brashier, a homi-
cide that occurred 14 years ago. But
Peru refuses to allow the criminal to
be extradited. You see, it seems that
Evelyn Mezzich’s father is a big shot in
Peru and apparently is using his influ-
ence to keep his drunk little girl from
facing the music in the United States.
It’s a flagrant disregard for the provi-
sions of the extradition treaty between
Peru and our country. Daddy’s reputa-
tion as a prominent doctor appears to
be shielding his daughter from crimi-
nal extradition for homicide.

This intolerable behavior by the Pe-
ruvian Government is nonsense. By al-
lowing Evelyn Mezzich to live in com-
fort and security, they are committing
a grave injustice against the family of
Lindsay Brashier and against Lindsay’s
memory.

During this month and during next
week, we honor crime victims like
Lindsay. Lindsay’s mother, Marilyn
Datz, has dedicated these past 14 years
to get justice for her daughter; yet no
justice has occurred.

So I urge the Department of Justice
and the State Department to press
Peru to overturn Peru’s refusal to ex-
tradite and bring Evelyn Mezzich back
to Texas to face the music. Let a jury
decide what to do with this fugitive
from justice. Because, Madam Speaker,
justice is what we do in the United
States, and it’s about time there was
some justice for Lindsay Brashier.

And that’s just the way it is.

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————
IRAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, it’s the end of the week. An-
other week has gone by, and the Middle
East continues to be a tinderbox wait-
ing to explode. Abraham Lincoln said,
“Let the people know the facts and the
country will be saved.” And one of the
things that bothers me is it’s hard for
us to get the facts sometimes.

The President of the United States,
Mr. Obama, this week had a summit
that was supposed to deal with nuclear
proliferation. And they had leaders
from all over the world there, and they
were talking about how to stop the
proliferation of nuclear weapons from
getting into countries that may cause
a problem and weapons that might get
into terrorists’ hands that could de-
stroy an awful lot of the human race.

But he didn’t talk about Iran. It al-
most never happens anymore. He
doesn’t talk about Iran. They say that
there are going to be sanctions put on
Iran that’s going to stop them from de-
veloping their nuclear weapons pro-
gram, but the sanctions never take
place. We have been talking about
sanctions, I know, now for at least 5 or
6 years, and Iran just keeps thumbing
their nose at the rest of the world, the
United Nations, the United States, and
everybody, and they continue to build
a nuclear weapons program. They say
they’re not, but they are, and I think
everybody in the world knows it.

Now, this week, the head of the Ira-
nian Nuclear Commission—I think
that’s the title he has—said that the
Bushehr nuclear power plant will be
operational in just a couple of months,
the production of nuclear fissionable
material within a couple of months.
And our military leaders say that Iran
could have a nuclear weapon in as lit-
tle as 1 year, and some people say a lot
quicker than that. Yet instead of doing
something about it, we continue to fool
around talking about putting sanctions
on them week after week, month after
month, year after year, and they con-
tinue to build a nuclear weapons pro-
gram.

And when the head of Israel comes
here, Mr. Netanyahu, the Prime Min-
ister. The President gives him the cold
shoulder and starts telling him if he
doesn’t do certain things that we’re not
going to be supporting them, as we
should be. And I think that’s terrible.
Our only real strong ally in the Middle
East that has been with us through
thick and thin is Israel, and we should
be supporting them right now and
doing everything we can to Kkeep the
Middle East from going up in smoke.
Because if Iran gets a nuclear weapon,
there’s no question in my mind that
they’ll use it if they get an oppor-
tunity. Because Mr. Ahmadinejad, the
President of Iran, continues to say he
wants, as his number one objective, to
wipe Israel off the face of the Earth.
And I can tell you right now if I know
Bibi Netanyahu, and I think I do, he’s
not going to let that happen. So be-
cause we are fooling around, we are
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still dealing with the possibility of a
major conflagration over there.

Now, how does that affect the Middle
East? Well, Israel is in jeopardy, but if
Iran gets nuclear weapons and we don’t
do something about it and Israel
doesn’t, then all those countries
around there are going to be intimi-
dated, and they are all going to start
moving toward radical Islam. That’s
my view, anyhow. And that is some-
thing we can’t allow to happen. We
can’t allow that whole area to go down
that road.

But in addition to that, we get about
30 percent or 40 percent of our energy
from the Middle East, and if that hap-
pens, we are going to have trouble get-
ting the oil that we need to keep our
lights on, to keep the gasoline in our
cars, and all the other things that we
do with energy.

So I would just like to say that, in-
stead of holding these conferences, if I
were talking to him, Mr. President,
and I know I can’t, but if I were, I
would say quit fooling around. Get
with the program. Let Ahmadinejad
and the Iranians know that we are not
going to stand by and let them become
a nuclear power with nuclear weapons.
Because if they do, if they continue
down that path, we along with Israel
will do whatever is necessary to stop
them.

They need to know that. As long as
they know we’re just talking and push-
ing papers around and talking about
sanctions, they are not going to stop.
They are only going to stop when they
know we mean business. And, Mr.
President, you are sure not giving
them the right signal, in my opinion.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gentle-
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woman from Florida (Ms. RoOs-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. FOXX addressed the House. Her
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Tennessee (Mrs.
BLACKBURN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mrs. BLACKBURN addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. ROHRABACHER addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
0 2030

HONORING THE LIFE OF RICHARD
J. MORGAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey.
Madam Speaker, on September 11, 2001,
almost 3,000 individuals were victims of
the most devastating act of terror in
our Nation’s history. First responders
and civilians, mothers and fathers, hus-
band and wives, friends and neighbors,
the terrorists acted with impunity to-
ward their victims, and our Nation still
mourns this tragic loss.

This evening I'd like to specifically
remember one of those victims, and
that is Richard J. Morgan. Morgan, or
Dick as he was known to his friends,
was many things to many people. He
was an adoring husband to his wife, Pa-
tricia, a beloved father to his four chil-
dren, a proud grandfather to his seven
grandchildren, and a respected col-
league to all that he worked with, and
also a cherished friend to those who
were fortunate enough to ever have
known him.

Dick graduated with a degree in civil
engineering from Manhattan College
and an MBA from New York Univer-
sity, and he would go on to serve his
Nation in the National Guard.

Then in 1967, he and Patricia settled
down in the little town of Glen Rock,
New Jersey, where they became active
participants in their community and a
local church as well.

For 41 years, Dick worked with Con
Edison, being promoted all the way
from being a splicer to serving as vice
president of emergency management.
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It was in that capacity that Dick raced
to the World Trade Center on that fate-
ful Tuesday morning. And like so many
other brave first responders, Dick re-
sponded to the call of duty. He ran into
the smoke and the fire but, sadly, he
was lost when the North Tower col-
lapsed at 10:28 a.m. At the time of his
death, Dick was coordinating the emer-
gency response, along with the Fire De-
partment of New York with their chief
of department. Today, quite fittingly,
Dick is the only civilian memorialized
with the Fire Department of New York
Randall’s Island Training Facility for
having given his life in the line of duty
on September 11, 2001.

Recently, I became aware that Dick
had not been nominated for the 9/11 He-
roes Medal of Valor and, as a result,
had been incorrectly classified as sim-
ply a visitor on the National Sep-
tember 11 Memorial, instead of a first
responder classification that he de-
served. So over the past few months
my staff has worked with the Depart-
ment of Justice to ensure that this he-
roic first responder was properly me-
morialized. And last month I was
happy to hear that the family has been
assured that their request has now
been granted. And I am thankful to the
Department of dJustice, to my col-
leagues from New York, and the many
others who assisted in swiftly recti-
fying this oversight.

Proper recognition for our fallen he-
roes is but a small token of gratitude
when compared with the enormous sac-
rifice. Whether at the World Trade
Center, on the battlefield, or in the
communities, our soldiers and first re-
sponders, they all take a great risk to
keep us safe, and they sometimes pay
the tremendous sacrifice.

And what can we here do in return?
Well, we can remember their service.
We can live worthy of their sacrifice
and take every single opportunity to
thank them and the ones that they
leave behind.

On behalf of a grateful Nation, I ex-
press my sincere gratitude to Dick
Morgan and pledge to his family that
his example will not be forgotten. Dick
will always be remembered as a man
who epitomized valor, cherished oppor-
tunity to serve, and actively made his
community a better place. He earned
the respect of so many through his
hard work, through his commitment
and a genuine interest in the lives and
the fates of others.

So I am proud to represent Dick’s
family here in Congress, and our entire
Nation can be proud of the sacrifice of
this American hero.

———

THE PROGRESSIVE CAUCUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. ELLISON) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. ELLISON. Madam Speaker, I'll
claim the time for the Progressive Cau-
cus tonight. I have some boards that
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