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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BLUMENAUER). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC., 
April 15, 2010. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable EARL 
BLUMENAUER to act as Speaker pro tempore 
on this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 
Rev. Dr. Clyde Mighells, Lighthouse 

Reformed Church, Howard, Pennsyl-
vania, offered the following prayer: 

O Lord, who called this Nation into 
being through the lives and sacrifice of 
those whose hearts were stayed upon 
You; be upon and within this congres-
sional body as they conduct the work 
of this great Nation. 

Grant them courage to stand for 
what is right, resistance when pressed 
to do wrong, compassion for the con-
cerns of Your heart, and the ability to 
preserve and protect the Constitution 
of these United States of America. 

May the very mind of Christ be upon 
them as they labor to write the next 
chapter in the legacy of this great 
land; that their plans might be guided 
by the heritage upon which we stand, 
that their lives might reflect the call-
ing to serve, and that this great Nation 
might continue to embrace and support 
the work of freedom and democracy 
throughout the world. 

It is in the blessed name of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, that we lay these re-
quests at Your feet. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 

last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. KAGEN) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KAGEN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REV. DR. CLYDE 
MIGHELLS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) is recognized 
for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been a rare privi-
lege this day to have the minister from 
my church, the Lighthouse Reformed 
Church in Howard, Pennsylvania, the 
Reverend Dr. Clyde Mighells, lead the 
prayer before the House of Representa-
tives. 

Dr. Mighells was born the son of a 
tent evangelist, and followed his father 
into the ministry when he was or-
dained by the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, in 1985. He then took his master’s 
from Dubuque Theological Seminary 
and his doctorate at Newport Univer-
sity in 1996. 

While performing the tasks of pas-
toral ministry, Dr. Mighells followed 
his father’s example of using magic 
tricks as teaching tools. He found that 
magic tricks would pique the interest 
of his listeners and create a more re-
ceptive audience. 

After 20 years serving churches 
across New York and Pennsylvania, in 

2006 Dr. Mighells and his wife Sharon 
developed a performance ministry, tak-
ing the message of escaping drugs and 
the timely topic of anti-bullying into 
elementary, middle, and high schools. 
In 2009, they were featured at the Inter-
national Fellowship of Christian Magi-
cians. 

We are lucky enough to have Pastor 
Mighells as our minister, and we don’t 
mind sharing him with his continuing 
great ministry work in schools, 
churches, and with other groups. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 10 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LARRY WEYERS 

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Larry Weyers 
of Green Bay, Wisconsin, as he enters 
his retirement. For 24 years, Mr. 
Weyers has served northeastern Wis-
consin as a distinguished community 
leader. As his friends, family, and col-
leagues will gather at the Green Bay 
Packer stadium, Lambeau Field, on 
April 19 to pay tribute to him and his 
dedicated service to our community, I 
respectfully request my colleagues join 
in honoring this outstanding indi-
vidual. 

Among his many accomplishments, 
Mr. Weyers has been presented with 
the Rotary Free Enterprise Award and 
received an honorary Golden Apple 
Award from the Green Bay Area Part-
ners in Education. In 2009, he was a 
nominee for the Platts Lifetime 
Achievement Award. Mr. Weyers has 
supported his community, and we wish 
him well in his retirement. 
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Mr. Speaker, as Mr. Weyers cele-

brates his retirement, I ask all of my 
colleagues to salute him and to remind 
him that retirement is simply reoccu-
pation, and he will be just too busy to 
go back to work. 

f 

SURRENDERING OUR SUPERIORITY 
IN SPACE TECHNOLOGY 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, for 
as long as I can remember, America 
has reached for the stars. Nothing has 
gotten more kids to do their math and 
science homework than the dream of 
being an astronaut. All of America 
stood still, huddled at their black-and- 
white TV sets, when Neil Armstrong 
stepped out on the moon. 

America put a man on the moon, set-
ting the imaginations of our children 
on fire, feeding that good old American 
desire to be the best, to achieve, to 
dream of things not yet done. But the 
administration says they are canceling 
NASA’s Project Constellation and 
America’s return to the moon. America 
is surrendering our superiority in space 
technology to the Russians. 

Unilateral space abandonment is 
nonsense. So next time our astronauts 
want to go into space, they will have to 
hitchhike with the Chinese or the Rus-
sians. And if we need to repair a de-
fense satellite, I am sure our buddies, 
the Chinese, will be glad to give us a 
lift. Yeah, right. Our children, our fu-
ture will suffer for this incompetent 
decision. This ought not to be. 

But that’s just the way it is. 

f 

HONORING ERICKA DEBENEDICTIS 

(Mr. HEINRICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. Speaker, I have 
often said that innovation is what 
America does best. Recently, I had the 
honor of meeting one of our great cur-
rent and future innovators, Ericka 
DeBenedictis. Ms. DeBenedictis is an 
18-year-old Albuquerque student who 
recently won the prestigious Intel 
Science Talent Search, which recog-
nizes our best and brightest young sci-
entists. This long-standing award has 
been characterized as the equivalent of 
winning a junior Nobel Prize. 

Ms. DeBenedictis received the top 
prize because of her research in low en-
ergy orbit software, a program which 
would enable space vehicles to navi-
gate the solar system using gravity’s 
pull and minimal fuel. 

On behalf of everyone in New Mexi-
co’s First Congressional District, I 
want to say how incredibly proud we 
are of Ms. DeBenedictis and the hard 
work that she put into her project. As 
I’ve said, innovation is what America 
does best. And it looks like innovation 
might be what Ms. DeBenedictis does 
best too. 

TAX DAY 
(Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, as Kentuckians file their taxes 
today, sending their hard-earned dol-
lars to the Federal Treasury, Ameri-
cans want to know exactly what they 
are getting in return. Like jobs maybe? 
Over the last 2 years, Congress has 
given America three things: a series of 
bailouts, a failed stimulus package, 
and a government takeover of health 
care, each costing around a trillion dol-
lars or more. In return, there are over 
225,000 Kentuckians and 15 million 
Americans out of work. Everyone 
agrees that the economy and job cre-
ation have been at the top of the list of 
what Americans are saying is the most 
important things to be done. 

Rightfully, in my mind, we hear over 
and over again, ‘‘Where are the jobs?’’ 
Well, we are going to focus on climate 
change or we are going to focus on 
other things that Americans don’t care 
about when in fact we need a sound en-
ergy policy, a sound manufacturing 
policy, and a sound trade policy. In-
stead of focusing on the economy and 
job creation, the agenda in Congress 
has left Americans with uncertainty. 

When Americans feel their tax dol-
lars aren’t being used right, the Demo-
crats in Congress say, ‘‘Just send 
more.’’ Well, Americans expect our 
focus to be on policies that create jobs, 
building a future for our children. And 
business can’t thrive on an economy 
falsely buoyed. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF REVEREND 
BENJAMIN HOOKS 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, a great 
cedar, a great lion, a leader, a golden- 
throated warrior and silver-tongued or-
ator of the Gospel, and a great civil 
rights icon, Benjamin Hooks, fell in 
Memphis, Tennessee this morning. 

The Reverend Benjamin L. Hooks 
was the head of the NAACP from 1977 
to 1992. He was also the first African 
American on the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, appointed by Presi-
dent Nixon. He served 5 years, from 
1972 to 1977. And the first African 
American trial court judge in Ten-
nessee, appointed by Governor Frank 
Clement in 1965, and elected in 1966. 

The Reverend Hooks led this country 
through some of its more difficult 
times in civil rights. He joined with Dr. 
King in the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference in 1956 after he had 
been ordained as a minister in Mem-
phis at Middle Baptist Church. He was 
an attorney, he was a businessman, he 
was a minister, he was a civil rights 
leader. 

He was awarded the Medal of Free-
dom by President Bush in 2007, and re-

cently was up here in Congress and 
talked to many Members of the Con-
gress in the Rayburn Building just 2 
months ago. He leaves his wife Frances 
and many, many millions who bene-
fited from his leadership and his cour-
age. His was a life well lived. 

Thank you for coming our way, Ben-
jamin Hooks. 

f 

‘‘WE THE PEOPLE’’ EVENTS IN 
AIKEN 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, a grassroots group in Aiken, 
South Carolina, is holding meetings to 
educate the residents about the Con-
stitution and the principles of our 
Founding Fathers. Coordinated by 
Debbie Nix, the group is called ‘‘We the 
People, Aiken.’’ I am pleased to have 
attended one of their weekly Constitu-
tion classes recently at the H. Odell 
Weeks Activity Center. 

During my recent visit to the group 
meeting, I highlighted my concerns 
about the government health care 
takeover and discussed how simply re-
pealing it is not sufficient. We believe 
we must swap it with a more affordable 
solution that is centered around the 
patient and not the government. That 
is why I introduced H.R. 4944, the Sid-
ing With America’s Patients (SWAP) 
Act, to continue to cover preexisting 
conditions, but will repeal the tax 
hikes and the unaffordable mandates 
on individuals and small business own-
ers. 

I want to thank the members of ‘‘We 
the People, Aiken’’ for their warm wel-
come and for their efforts to promote 
America’s founding principles. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops 
and we will never forget September 11 
in the Global War on Terrorism. 

f 

TAX CUTS BENEFIT OHIOANS 
(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, as 
this country’s economy was about to 
fall off the cliff, Congress acted. We 
strengthened and improved our econ-
omy by helping working families. On 
Tax Day, it is important to note that 
99 percent of the working families in 
my State of Ohio have benefited from 
25 different tax cuts through the Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 

Mr. Speaker, according to the Citi-
zens for Tax Justice, working people in 
Ohio received on average $1,046 from 
these breaks. That includes an average 
of $496 from one of the fastest and most 
widely shared tax cuts in American 
history, the Making Work Pay tax cut. 
Social Security recipients received a 
one-time recovery payment of $250. 
And more than 879,000 families in Ohio 
were protected from paying higher 
taxes under the alternative minimum 
tax. 
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