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America should know that this tax
would not pay for airport security or
better infrastructure. One hundred per-
cent of it would be kept by the airlines.
If you are a family with young children
or a senior who puts your medicine in
a carry-on, this fee will hit you the
hardest.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to cosponsor this bill to spare
Americans from yet another tax on fly-
ing and discourage other airlines from
ever considering charging it.

———

WE ALL GRIEVE WITH THE
PEOPLE OF POLAND

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, this past Saturday, April 10,
2010, the people of Poland suffered an
unspeakable tragedy. The world lost a
great leader and the United States lost
a true friend with the death of Polish
President Lech Kaczynski, and much of
the Polish leadership as well, that died
in that plane crash in Russia.

President Kaczynski was a staunch
supporter of freedom. Early in his life,
he was a leader in the fight against
communism. As a lawyer in Gdansk, he
became an adviser to the Solidarity
movement in the late 1970s. During
martial law in 1981, he was jailed be-
cause the government thought he was
an antisocialist element.

When Poland shed the yoke of com-
munism, Lech Kaczynski continued to
serve Poland until his death. He served
as a senator, as the vice chair of Soli-
darity, as a member of Parliament, as
the mayor of Warsaw, as the Minister
of Justice, and Attorney General, and
finally as President of Poland for the
last b years.

He was a true friend of America,
Madam Speaker. He fought corruption
because he believed it was an impedi-
ment to justice and freedom. And we
all mourn with the people of Poland at
the loss of this true Polish patriot.
May our great friend rest in peace.

——

EIGHTEEN STATES SAY ‘“NO” TO
THE FEDS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
the States are fighting back and saying
“no’”” to the government’s oppressive
takeover of health care. Eighteen
States, including Texas, have joined in
suing the government. Never before in
American history have so many States
banded together to claim a Federal law
is unconstitutional.

The Constitution does not permit the
Federal Government to force citizens
to buy a government-ordained product
like health insurance or face a penalty.
The unconstitutional law also hires
16,000 more IRS agents to rifle through
the financial records of citizens to
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make sure they are buying that man-
dated government product. Now, isn’t
that lovely?

Madam Speaker, the 10th Amend-
ment states, in part, the powers not
delegated to the United States are re-
served to the States or the people. An
objective reading of the Constitution
seems to indicate the States have a le-
gitimate complaint. These 18 States
should be commended for protecting
their citizens from the Federal Govern-
ment’s unlawful, unwarranted intru-
sion into the private lives of the citi-
zZens.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

RED BULLS WELCOME HOME
CEREMONY

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Madam Speaker, this
past weekend, Minnesota officially said
“Welcome Home” to over 1,000 citizen
soldiers who had been serving in Iraq.
Today, I ask Congress to join me in
also saying thank you to these men
and women of the Minnesota National
Guard’s 34th Infantry Division, also
known as the Red Bulls.

These brave servicemembers were
among the longest-serving National
Guard units in all of Iraq. They en-
dured long deployments away from
family, away from friends, and they
even faced bureaucratic delays in re-
ceiving the bonus pay that they had
been promised and earned, an unac-
ceptable mistake that was finally ad-
dressed in recent weeks. All the while,
they did what they always do: they ful-
filled their mission to the very best of
their abilities. The Red Bulls’ accom-
plishments have been vital to ensuring
safety for both Iraqis and Americans
serving.

And on behalf of a grateful station
and a grateful Nation, I say thank you
for a job well done.

———

HEALTH CARE REFORM AND
SOCIALISM

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, a lot of people in this country
thought that the health care bill was a
move toward socialism, toward govern-
ment control over the entire health
care industry. But, you know, we went
ahead and passed it anyhow, even
though probably 60-some percent of the
American people opposed it.

But I just want to say tonight to my
Democratic colleagues who pushed so
hard for it, who said it wasn’t a move
toward government control and social-
ism, there is one foreign leader who
really thinks it was a great move in
the right direction, and that is the
Communist leader from Cuba, Fidel
Castro, who contacted the President of
the United States and said it was a
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giant step in the right direction. That
ought to tell us something.

———
0 1945

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF ELYRIA POLICE OFFICER
JAMES KERSTETTER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. SUTTON) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. SUTTON. Madam Speaker, I rise
today with a heavy heart to honor the
life and service of Elyria Police Officer
James Kerstetter.

On March 15, Officer Kerstetter was
tragically shot and killed in the line of
duty while responding to a domestic
call. He made the ultimate sacrifice,
putting his life on the line to protect
another.

Officer Kerstetter was a committed
public servant. He was a member of the
department for 15 years. He was a
member of the SWAT team and taught
the rookie officers at the department.
He was the lead crash investigator, and
prior to joining the police force he
served with the Lorain County Sher-
iff’s Department.

But even more importantly, he was
the loving and devoted husband of wife
Tammy and the proud father of three
daughters—Misty, Shelby, and Bailey.

James Kerstetter was known as
““Sponge’’ to his fellow officers and was
affectionately called ‘“‘Jimmy”’ by his
family. Jimmy was a humble family
man, a loving husband, father, son,
brother, and uncle. He never wished for
the spotlight, but he touched the lives
of people all across the community
with his outgoing spirit. His death has
been a shock to his family, the city of
Elyria, and numerous communities
throughout Ohio.

Over the past weeks, we have seen
just how much he meant to so very
many. Jimmy knew that his family
and the city of Elyria are worth the
service that he dedicated himself to, a
community he grew up in, he served in,
and he embraced. His memory will live
on in the hearts of family, friends, and
the community of Elyria that he
touched so very deeply. He is and al-
ways will be a community hero, a na-
tional hero.

———

RECOGNIZING FRED S. ZEIDMAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. NEUGEBAUER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Madam Speaker,
I rise today to recognize Fred Zeidman.
Fred is a man of remarkable character
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and passion who has dedicated his work
to remembering the Holocaust and edu-
cating future generations on the many
lessons learned from this tragedy.

In March, 2002, Fred was appointed
chairman of the United States Holo-
caust Memorial Council by President
George W. Bush. The museum is a liv-
ing memorial to the Holocaust and
serves as a point of inspiration for
countless numbers worldwide to pro-
mote human dignity, confront hatred,
and prevention genocide. Since 1993,
the museum has welcomed nearly 30
million visitors.

As chairman, Fred is leading the mu-
seum’s plans for a promising future, in-
cluding building the institution’s en-
dowment campaign and increasing edu-
cational opportunities for students. He
has worked tirelessly at the helm of
the museum to broaden the focus be-
yond just telling the story of the Holo-
caust to thoroughly examining the
tragedy’s lessons and legacy. One of
Fred’s greatest accomplishments as
chairman of the museum has been de-
veloping the profile and influence of
the Committee on Conscience and, in
turn, calling increased attention to
genocide around the world.

This week, the U.S. Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum is honoring Fred at its
National Tribute Dinner. I can’t think
of anybody that deserves this any
more. Fred is a dedicated and visionary
leader who has guided the trans-
formation of the museum into a global
institution that challenges people ev-
erywhere to remember, to learn, and to
act. Inspired by the survivors and their
legacy, Fred has helped place the mu-
seum at the forefront of Holocaust edu-
cation and worked tirelessly to em-
power leaders and citizens alike to cre-
ate a more just world. The Holocaust
Museum today is stronger because of
his leadership and dedication.

Not only is Fred Zeidman known for
his work here in Washington but also
he’s a fellow Texan and a leader in the
business and Jewish communities in
Houston.

I have had the great opportunity of
working with Fred through AIPAC for
several years now and have seen first-
hand his tireless devotion to this great
American institution. Today, I am
proud to honor Fred upon his recogni-
tion at the National Tribute Dinner
and the many successes the Holocaust
Museum has seen in recent years.

Fred, thank you for your service as
chairman of the Holocaust Museum. I
look forward to your continued leader-
ship in the future.

——

RECOGNIZING VIRGINIA SHELTON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HARE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize my chief case-
worker, Virginia Shelton, who will re-
tire at the end of this month after 25
years of service to the Illinois 17th
Congressional District and our Nation.
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Ginny, as she is known by her friends
and colleagues, handled one of the
most important jobs in any congres-
sional office: outreach to veterans.

My predecessor, Lane Evans, had a
great reputation for fighting for our
Nation’s heroes. I have sought to con-
tinue that legacy. But the constant be-
hind both of our efforts has always
been Ginny, who has dedicated not just
her career but her entire life to the
men and women who served our Nation
in uniform. She is known for spending
countless hours explaining each and
every right to veterans who are look-
ing to exercise them. She built invalu-
able relationships with VA staff, put-
ting herself in the best position to ad-
vocate for the constituents who sought
her help. She studied hard and made
herself an expert on VA disability,
health care, and other crucial benefits.

For Ginny, serving our veterans was
a labor of love. Whether it was on the
phone or over a drink at a VFW, Ginny
listened and learned about the lives of
our veterans. She knew them person-
ally. She was not only an advocate, she
was their friend. Their struggle was her
struggle. She recognized that behind
every case file was a human being, and
she understood that when it comes to
our veterans, justice delayed is justice
denied.

Ginny was passionate about the
issues of veterans’ homelessness. Each
and every year, she was active in the
local Stand Down, an event where our
homeless heroes are provided haircuts,
food, medical care, a place to stay for
the night, and counseling. She believed
that our Nation should have a Stand
Down 365 days a year. Inspired by her
efforts, I introduced a bill last year to
reduce veterans’ homelessness.

Ginny was instrumental in helping
me secure a VA outpatient clinic for
Whiteside County. The VA predicts ap-
proximately 2,600 veterans will use this
facility during its first year of oper-
ation. Thanks to Ginny, many veterans
will no longer have to travel hours
upon hours just to receive basic care.

Ginny also managed my nominations
to America’s service academies, fully
investing herself in the process to en-
sure our young people get the best op-
portunities possible. She always made
sure students filled out their applica-
tions fully and got them in on time.
She treated each applicant as if they
were one of her own kids. I know one
her favorite things to do is visit the
academies and see firsthand the young
men and women who will be our future
warriors.

Ginny has been a wonderful friend to
my wife, Beckie, and me for many
years. I know her late husband, Jack,
himself a Marine, is very proud of her
today. There are many things I will
miss about Ginny: her sense of humor,
that unmistakable voice, her invalu-
able advice and guidance. But it is our
veterans who will miss her the most.
Her retirement is the end of an era, but
I know she will continue her great
work going forward. She leaves a leg-
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acy marked by selfless service to our
Nation and its heroes. And for all the
work she has done for our veterans,
Ginny Shelton is a hero in her own
right.

Ginny, thank you. Thank you so
much for 25 years of wonderful work.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

MEDICARE FRAUD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, this morning, my good friend and
Florida colleague Congressman RON
KLEIN and I held a press conference at
the Little Havana Activity and Nutri-
tion Center where we unveiled our bi-
partisan anti-Medicare fraud bill.

Medicare fraud is a problem that
hurts our most vulnerable citizens. Our
South Florida community knows first-
hand the hardship that it creates. In
2008, approximately $703 million in
false Medicare claims originated from
South Florida. Last year, that figure
rose to $952 million from South Flor-
ida.

Our community needs to say in no
uncertain terms that fraud and abuse
in Medicare will not be tolerated and
that our seniors will not be preyed
upon by opportunistic vandals. That is
why Congressman RON KLEIN and I
filed the Medicare Fraud Enforcement
and Prevention Act. This legislation
will help curb the fraud in the Medi-
care system. It will not only toughen
the penalties on those individuals who
engage in fraud but it will also help im-
plement new screening procedures and
biometric checks for all Medicare
claims and services.

Medicare fraud is not isolated to
cases that involve rogue individuals.
Unfortunately, the reality is that more
and more Medicare fraud is being per-
petrated by groups that are organized
and are sophisticated in their tech-
nique. This bipartisan bill will help
catch up existing rules and regulations
with the reality of today’s threats.

Fraud and abuse costs the Medicare
system billions of dollars each year. It
costs the system, in fact, $60 billion
every year. It harms the health care in-
dustry as a whole, and it undermines
the market for legitimate health care
products. It hurts legitimate suppliers
who cannot compete with illegitimate
suppliers who pad their income by bill-
ing for services that they never ren-
dered. Fraud undermines public con-
fidence in health care providers.

The Klein-Ros-Lehtinen bill will cre-
ate a strong deterrent for would-be
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