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leave a great void in the public dis-
course of Brownwood. Before he takes
leave of public office for good, though,
I want to take a moment to brag on his
tireless work for the people of Brown-
wood.

Mayor Massey has been involved in
public life since he first ran for the
Brownwood City Council in 1978. Since
then, he has been a voice of fairness,
integrity, and honesty in city hall. He
is a man with a big heart and a deep
love for the people of Brownwood.

It is with heavy hearts that we see
Mayor Massey retire, but I know that
he will remain a fixture in Brownwood,
happily measuring out his advice to his
successor, encouragement to  his
friends, and history lessons to all.

On behalf of the people of central
Texas, I thank Mayor Massey for all
his years spent in service to his neigh-
bors. I would be remiss if I failed to
thank his wife, Melinda Brooks
Massey, as well, for being so willing to
share her husband with us all these
years.

As Bert retires, I wish both my
friends all the happiness and good
health that God can grant two people.
May God bless you both.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TONKO). The Chair will recognize Mem-
bers for Special Order speeches without
prejudice to the resumption of legisla-
tive business.

————
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

—
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THIRD FRONT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. I bring you news
from the third front. The first front is
in Iraq. The second front is in Afghani-
stan. And the third front, which we
don’t talk much about, is the front of
the border; the border wars in south
Texas on the border between Texas and
Mexico.

We have heard a lot about the fact
that there is violence on the border, es-
pecially the southern border. On the
border where Mexico meets the United
States, on the Mexican side, the drug
cartels are fighting for turf. They are
violent. They are vicious, and murder
is a way of life against those good
Mexican nationals that live just south
of the U.S.-Mexico border.

Recently, the Zetas cartel and the
Gulf cartel have engaged in violent
acts in the town of Guerrero, Mexico.
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That is over here in the south Texas
area on the other side of the Rio
Grande River where Falcon Lake is the
border between Mexico and Texas. Peo-
ple in that town have taken cover. In
fact, the police department of Guer-
rero, Mexico, has told people of that
town of 6,000, Do not come out of your
homes because the drug cartels will
take your life. They are fighting to
take that turf, that entry into the
United States, to bring that cancer and
to sell it.

But there are those that say that the
border war on the southern side of the
U.S. border doesn’t affect us. Well, of
course, those people are wrong. Let’s
take one example. There are 14 coun-
ties on the border of Texas and Mexico.
So, yesterday, I called the sheriffs of
these counties and I asked them this
question: How many people do you
have in your county jail who are for-
eign nationals who have been arrested
for a crime in the United States? Most
of those sheriffs were quick to tell us.
Some of them did not tell me. But,
overall, of the 14 counties that border
Mexico from Texas, 37 percent of the
people in those county jails are foreign
nationals charged with crimes in the
United States.

Yes, the violence on the border and
the failure of the United States Gov-
ernment to secure our southern border
affects people who live in those border
communities. These are not wealthy
counties. These are poor counties
where people have day jobs on both
sides of the border. These counties are
so poor, and I'll give you an example.

Over here in Hudspeth County where
63 percent of the people are foreign na-
tionals in Arvin West’s jail, the county
commissioners don’t even have enough
money to give Arvin West, Sheriff West
and his deputy sheriffs a motor pool.
They have no vehicles. So what do they
do to obtain vehicles in the sheriff’s de-
partment? They have to confiscate
drug vehicles that have been captured
and turned over to the United States
and then turned over to the county. So
the sheriff of this county only drives
vehicles that he’s confiscated from the
drug cartels. You see, the sheriffs along

the Dborder say that they are
outfinanced by the drug -cartels,
they’re outmanned, and they are

outgunned by these drug cartels.

The crime that occurs in the United
States by foreign nationals crossing
our porous border affects counties
along the border but also affects coun-
ties throughout the United States. I
think we would be shocked to find out
how many foreign nationals are in
county jails throughout the country
charged with crimes that they have
committed here, both legal and illegals
who have come across our border.

Once again, 37 percent of the people
in the county jails on the Texas-Mexico
border on the Texas side are foreign na-
tionals. It goes all the way from 1 per-
cent—and I don’t think that is cor-
rect—over in Webb County all the way
up to 100 percent in Terrell County. In
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Terrell County, the sheriff said, Every-
body in my county jail is a foreign na-
tional charged with a crime in my
county.

It is the duty of the Federal Govern-
ment to secure America’s borders. This
is the third front, yet we are blissfully
ignorant up here in Washington, D.C.,
about what is taking place on this en-
tire border. There are good people who
live on both sides of this international
border and there are good people who
live in fear on both sides because of the
violence that is created by the drug
cartels. We need to do whatever is nec-
essary to prevent crime from occurring
and coming across our border, and that
includes sending the National Guard
down to the Texas-Mexico border. The
Governor of the State has requested it.
We need to do it.

We need to secure the border. It is
the first duty of government to protect
Americans citizens. And we better get
with the program and start protecting
these good Americans or these county
jails will continue to fill up with for-
eign nationals who have committed
crime in our country.

And that’s just the way it is.

——
HARDER YET MAY BE THE FIGHT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, many years ago I heard Dr. Ben-
jamin Hooks, who at the time was the
executive director of the National
NAACP, proclaim in the words of C.A.
Tinsley, ‘“Harder yet may be the
fight.” I thought I understood what he
meant at the time; however, events as
of late have provided additional
occularity and given me greater clarity
with reference to this statement,
‘““Harder yet may be the fight.”

First, a brief vignette. On Sunday,
prior to voting on the health care bill
that was signed by the President, as I
was leaving the Cannon Office Build-
ing, I had a friend to share with me
what was thought to be some sage ad-
vice. My friend indicated that it might
be prudent—not necessarily in these
words—or judicious to make my way to
the Capitol Building by way of the tun-
nel because there were persons who
were saying ugly things and doing ugly
things in the area that I would have to
traverse.

I thought. And as I thought, I re-
flected on Rosa Parks, a lone African
American female in the segregated
South, who concluded on one evening
that she was going to stand up for jus-
tice and do what was right by taking a
seat on a bus. And little did she know
that, by taking that seat, she would ig-
nite a spark that would start a civil
rights movement. I would add that it
was Virginia Durr, an Anglo female,
who posted the bail for Rosa Parks to
get out of jail.

I reflected on 1965 and what we now
know as Bloody Sunday, when there
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were persons who wanted to peacefully
march from Selma to Montgomery, and
they knew that as they crossed the Ed-
mund Pettus Bridge there were mem-
bers of the constabulary waiting on the
other side of the bridge prepared to do
them harm under the color of law. And
they did. I would also remind us that it
was Frank Johnson, an Anglo Federal
judge, who signed the law that allowed
the march to continue. He signed an
order.

And as I reflected on these incidents,
I realized that if Rosa Parks could take
that seat by herself, surely I could
cross that street and come over to
vote. And I realized that if those
marchers, including JOHN LEWIS, could
march into the constabulary armed
with clubs, I could surely cross that
street with a constabulary out to pro-
tect me.

And so I bring these thoughts to the
attention of this House because this
truly is a fight. C.A. Tinsley was right.
The fight is not yet over. Harder yet
may be the fight. But I want to com-
mend those persons of good will who
have stood up and spoken up against
the behavior that was exhibited by the
persons who were out on the streets. I
commend every person, Republican,
Democrat. It doesn’t matter your party
affiliation. This kind of behavior mer-
its condemnation.

I would simply close with this. As we
move forward and as these Kkinds of
ugly incidents take place, I beg that we
would continue to condemn this behav-
ior, because C.A. Tinsley was right:

Harder yet may be the fight. Might
may often yield to right. Wickedness
awhile may seem to reign, and Satan’s
cause may seem to gain. But there’s a
God that rules above, with a hand of
power and a heart of love. And when
we’re right, he will help us fight. Hard-
er yet may be the fight.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————

CONCERN FOR ISRAEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. First of all,
let me say to my colleague who just
spoke, we all abhor racial epithets and
we all abhor prejudice, but one of the
things that concerns me is that we
have an awful lot of people who are
upset about what is going on here in
Washington, the Tea Party people and
others, who really feel like they’re not
being listened to by the Congress of the
United States. I don’t want to see them
tarred by the same brush as a few peo-
ple who got out of line.

Obviously, we hate racial prejudice
or anybody that says things like we’ve
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heard have been said, but all the people
who are fighting against what’s been
taking place here and legislation like
this national health care bill, they
should not be condemned for coming to
Washington and fighting for what they
believe in because a few people got out
of order. Obviously, we’re concerned
about people that say those things, and
they shouldn’t be saying those. They
should be condemned.

But we should listen to the people
who are here who are fighting for their
rights and the things they believe in as
far as health care is concerned. They
don’t want the government coming be-
tween them and their doctor. They
don’t want socialized medicine. And
that’s why they were out here. If a few
got out of order, they should be con-
demned. But we should not tar all the
people in this country—over 60 percent
who didn’t want that bill passed—with
the same brush, and sometimes I think
that’s what’s happening.

But that’s not why I came down here
tonight. I was just responding to my
colleague who just spoke, who’s a very
good friend of mine. What I came down
here to talk about was the shabby
treatment that Benjamin Netanyahu
from Israel has gotten when he has
been here twice now to visit with the
President. We met with Bibi
Netanyahu, the Prime Minister of
Israel, this week, the Foreign Affairs
Committee on which I serve, and we
talked to him about the threat of Iran,
which is a threat not only to Israel and
the Middle East, but it’s a threat to
the entire world. We get about 30 or 40
percent of our energy from the Middle
East, and if that goes up in smoke be-
cause of the war, we’re going to suffer
economically because we are not en-
ergy independent.

One of my colleagues was down here
talking about not being able to drill
offshore or in the ANWR to move to-
ward energy independence, and we’re
not. We’re still dependent on the Mid-
dle East and South America and Mr.
Chavez and Venezuela, people that
don’t like us at all; yet, we still depend
on them and we’re not moving toward
energy independence.

So what happens if Israel is forced
into doing something about Iran and a
war breaks out in that whole area? The
whole world will suffer and we will suf-
fer economically because we won’t
have the energy with which to run our
country and our economy. So this is
very important.

Now, when the President meets with
Bibi Netanyahu, it’s obvious by his
body language and the way he treats
the Prime Minister of Israel that he
doesn’t agree with him on Israel’s goals
to preserve and protect their country.
And that’s not the way it should be, be-
cause right now Iran is not only trying
to develop a nuclear weapon—and we
think they’re very close—but they’re
also trying to develop a delivery sys-
tem that will not only hit targets in
the Middle East like Israel, but targets
in parts of Europe. And they’re trying
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to develop an intercontinental ballistic
missile that could hit parts of the
United States. And if Iran gets nuclear
weapons, all those countries around
them are going to want to have nuclear
weapons and this world is going to be
put on the precipice of a nuclear holo-
caust that nobody wants.

This isn’t baloney folks. This is
what’s really going to happen, Mr.
Speaker.

So we need to do everything we can
to stop Iran from developing nuclear
weapons. They are a terrorist state
that has waged war along with al
Qaeda and the Taliban against us and
our freedoms and against Israel as well.
We need to do everything we can to
make sure that they do not succeed.
Those people are terrorists, and we’re
at war against terrorism. And so we
have to be absolutely committed to
stopping them from developing that
nuclear capability, and that means we
have to work with Israel, our only real-
ly strong ally in the Middle East, who
wants to do something about this.

Bibi Netanyahu knows what’s at
stake. The millions of lives of Israelis
that are there will be the first target,
and they will be blown up and attacked
if Iran gets nuclear weapons. And
Israel’s going to have to take action. If
they take action by themselves, it
could be a catastrophic situation. They
need our help, and the President of the
United States should know that the
majority of this Congress supports
Israel’s right to exist and supports
them in their effort to stop Iran from
developing nuclear capabilities.

So, if the President were listening to-
night, I would say this to him, Mr.
Speaker: Mr. President, listen. The ma-
jority of both the House and the Senate
supports giving Israel the ability to de-
fend itself and to defend our interests
in the Middle East, to work with us to
stop Iran from developing nuclear
weapons that will threaten not only
the Middle East, but the entire world.
I think, Mr. President, you ought to go
out on the lawn of the White House and
declare your support for Israel, their
right to exist, their right to survive,
and that we’re with them to stop Iran
from developing nuclear capability.

—————

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed
without amendment in which the con-
currence of the House is requested, a
bill of the House of the following title:

H.R. 4938. An act to permit the use of pre-
viously appropriated funds to extend the
Small Business Loan Guarantee Program,
and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills of the following
titles in which the concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 3186. An act to reauthorize the Satellite
Home Viewer Extension and Reauthorization
Act of 2004 through April 30, 2010, and for
other purposes.
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