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killed by security officials in plain
sight of commanding officers; and
prominent opposition leaders were
beaten and arrested while demonstra-
tors and opposing party members were
detained without any formal charge.

Almost immediately, the United
States, the European Union, and the
Economic Community of West African
States imposed targeted sanctions
against the junta and called for the re-
turn of a civilian government. The
junta then reportedly starting import-
ing millions of dollars of weapons and
recruiting ethnic militias. This
prompted analysts to warn that Guinea
had become a tinderbox that could
blow at any time, potentially taking
neighboring Liberia and Sierra Leone
with it.

On December 3, 2009, junta leader
Dadis was shot in the head by an aide
and was flown to Morocco, where he re-
mained for nearly 6 weeks. In his ab-
sence, the acting junta leader an-
nounced that a transitional govern-
ment would be formed and that the op-
position had been invited to select a
prime minister. Despite a political
agreement between the junta and the
opposition being signed this past week-
end, the situation in Guinea remains
extremely fragile. Details about the
formation of a transitional government
and eventual return to civilian rule re-
main unclear. The mere suggestion
that Dadis would return to Guinea last
week prompted the acting junta leader
to threaten his resignation. The junta
leadership and the military remain
deeply divided. Ethnic militias remain
well-armed.

The deterioration of security in
Guinea threatens to undermine our
massive investment in peace in Libe-
ria, Sierra Leone, and the Ivory Coast.
More importantly, a collapse of Guinea
would create yet another pocket of op-
portunity for extremists and narcotraf-
fickers who already exploit West Afri-
ca’s weak institutions and vast
ungoverned areas. To begin to address
these issues, the ranking member,
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN from Florida,
has introduced H. Res. 1013. And this is
what it does: It expresses grave con-
cern over the deterioration of security
and the rule of law in Guinea. It calls
on China to cancel its $7 billion in min-
erals and infrastructure deal with
Guinea. It urges member states of the
United Nations to join the United
States, the African Union, the Eco-
nomic Community of West African
States, and the European Union, in im-
posing sanctions against the ruling
junta in Guinea until constitutional
order is restored. It supports regional
efforts to resolve the conflict. It calls
on members of the ruling junta to up-
hold their pledges to organize free and
fair and transparent elections to re-
store civilian rule in Guinea. And it ex-
presses solidarity with the people of
Guinea during this time of extreme un-
certainty in their lives.

I want to thank the chairman of the
House Foreign Affairs Committee, Mr.
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BERMAN, for supporting this measure
and enabling it to come to the floor
today. I urge all of my colleagues to
support this bipartisan,
uncontroversial, and timely resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GARAMENDI). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. LEE) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 1013, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———

TEAR DOWN THESE WALLS OF
SECRECY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in
the deep, dark dungeons of this Cap-
itol, the government trolls are writing
bills behind closed doors. Their aim has
always been to take away our liberty
one step at a time. It’s what bureau-
crats do. They look for ways to grow
and take over more of our lives to jus-
tify their existence. So these elite gov-
ernment trolls think they know better
how to run our lives than we do, and
they keep their bills in secret so we,
the people, won’t know what’s in them
until it’s too late, until the legislation
is forced upon an unwilling, mis-
informed people.

It has been decades since freedom and
liberty faced a full frontal assault from
a single piece of legislation, a bill that
is so damaging in scope that by its pas-
sage, American freedom and American
health will be sacrificed on the altar of
more government control. Of course
I'm talking about the universal govern-
ment takeover of health care. This is
the most important piece of legislation
in modern history, and we were prom-
ised—we were promised that we in this
House, we would have transparency.
We would see what is taking place.

The administration promised us that
transparency. In fact, the administra-
tion invited interested parties in
health care to the White House to dis-
cuss health care. Of course, for some
reason I wasn’t on that invitation list
because I'm always willing to discuss
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my position and the position of the
people I represent. We were promised
that cameras would film the trans-
parency, cameras like C-SPAN, cam-
eras like the ones here in the House of
Representatives, down the hallway in
the U.S. Senate so the American people
can see what takes place. I believe in
cameras so that the American public
can see what happens in our Republic.

When I was a judge back in Texas, I
was one of the first judges to allow
cameras into the courtroom so the
American people could see what took
place in a criminal trial. I’ve offered
legislation to have cameras in the
United States Supreme Court, in their
hearings, so the most important, most
powerful Court in the United States
and in the world, the people can see
what takes place over there. Of course,
that legislation hasn’t gone anywhere.

And C-SPAN, what do they do? Well,
they’re not a news organization in the
sense that they have commentators.
They just film what takes place, and
the American public decides. C-SPAN
wants to film what is taking place
somewhere in the dungeons of this Cap-
itol where the trolls are writing yet an-
other health care bill.

You know, Mr. Speaker, health care
is more than about just government
control of health care. It’s about gov-
ernment control of our lives. It’s more
about government raising taxes, more
government spending, more borrowing
from the Chinese and from the Japa-
nese and more oppression. A govern-
ment takeover of health care is
unhealthy, and it’s not going to make
the American health better. It’s going
to make the individual health of the
American people actually worse, given
that the government control over
health and health care is not compat-
ible with liberty.

Mr. Speaker, if we love the com-
petence of FEMA and the efficiency of
the post office and the compassion of
the IRS, we’re going to love national-
ized health care. Allowing our rulers to
construct these bills in secret is ex-
actly how they will bring about these
liberty-killing laws.

Patrick Henry, one of my heroes,
said, ‘‘“The liberties of a people never
were, nor ever will be secure when the
transactions of their rulers may be
concealed from them. Let me repeat
that: ““The liberties of a people never
were, nor ever will be secure when the
transactions of their rulers may be
concealed from them.” And that’s ex-
actly what’s taking place in this third
health care bill that is supposedly
being written by Members of the Sen-
ate and Members of the House some-
where in this Capitol.

When rulers plot against the people
in secret, it makes it hard for the peo-
ple to fight back because they really
don’t know what’s going on. But, Mr.
Speaker, the people are fighting back.
They are fighting back with ballots
and not bullets. That was proven yes-
terday in Massachusetts. The way
things are running in Washington,
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D.C., these days, the proof is purposely
hidden from the people. And the ques-
tion is why. Why can’t the people see
through C-SPAN what is taking place
behind closed doors? Because it’s giv-
ing power to government and not to
the people. And that’s why we’re not
being allowed to see what’s taking
place.

It’s about changing the phrase ‘“We
the People” to ‘“We the Subjects.” And
that’s why We, the People, aren’t al-
lowed to see what’s taking place behind
these closed doors in secret. So much
for transparency. Spending, taxing,
regulating and borrowing, that’s what’s
taking place. There is nothing more
these days that the taxocrats won’t try
to tax or regulate.

Ronald Reagan once said, ‘‘Freedom
is never more than one generation
away from extinction. We didn’t pass it
to our children in the bloodstream . . .
It must be fought for, protected and
handed on for them to do the same, or
one day we will spend our sunset years
telling our children and our children’s
children what it was like once in the
United States where men were free.”

Legislation, Mr. Speaker, especially
the most important in recent years,
health care, should be done openly,
openly so we can see what’s taking
place. So I say, open up the steel gates,
quit hiding the facts from the citizens.
Mr. President, open the gates of trans-
parency and openness. And, Mr. Presi-
dent, tear down these walls of secrecy.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair.

————
WALL STREET POLICE LINEUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the first
hearing of the Financial Crisis Inquiry
Commission was held last week, and
the four biggest bank chief executive
officers were brought in for ques-
tioning, from Goldman Sachs,
JPMorgan Chase, Bank of America and
Morgan Stanley. The American people
expect these men to be held account-
able for what their banks did to our
country. They came away with no
sweat on their brow.

The bankers in the photo are, from
left to right, Lloyd C. Blankfein of
Goldman Sachs who says he’s been
doing God’s work. He has been show-
ering himself just since 2006 with $157.3
million in compensation. I often ask
myself, What do they do with all that
money? Jamie Dimon, next to him, of
JPMorgan Chase last year officially
took home $19.7 million on top of $95.7
million he raked in from 2005 to 2007.
That brings him in at $115.4 million.
John J. Mack of Morgan Stanley paid

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

himself $78.9 million over the last 5
years, and Brian T. Moynihan of Bank
of America is new to his position at
that bank, but he pocketed $10 million
in 2007 when serving as president of the
Global Corporate and Investment
Banking at the Bank of America. Can
you imagine what he’ll make now?

As they took America to the clean-
ers, the average worker in our country
hasn’t had a real wage increase in over
a decade, much less a real increase in
buying power. Meanwhile, Americans
are being made to feel like they can’t
enter this debate because lots of fog is
being generated by fancy terms that
these bankers use, like basis points or
collateralized debt obligations or
securitization. And I'll tell you what,
Americans might not know what those
words mean, but they can recognize a
lineup when they see one.

The average person often is cowered
by the world of finance and turns away
in fear and confusion. They can’t see a
path forward for our country, which
they love so very much. And they are
very worried. Congress must provide
the clarity of that path forward to not
only hold these bankers accountable
but to get the administration to act to
save people’s homes and communities.
The administration’s current plan to
fix the foreclosure crisis has been a
dud. It is a dud because it has not ad-
dressed the root cause of the collapse.
It continues. The wrongdoers, they
aren’t good at risk at all, but they’re
putting economic recovery at risk
across this Nation as more people fall
into foreclosure.

According to an analysis done by the
Associated Press, almost a year later,
only a handful, a fraction, of the 4 mil-
lion Americans and counting, who have
been foreclosed, have been able to com-
plete Treasury’s application process to
try to rework their mortgage. Some
might call that approach ‘‘doomed to
fail.”

With a national unemployment rate
of over 10 percent, people are not get-
ting the economic change they want.
The current approach to the economy
here in Washington is failing millions
and millions of our citizens every day.
People’s financial futures are ruined.
Their futures aren’t ruined; they’re
getting rewarded. Our people are get-
ting hurt by unemployment, home
foreclosures and personal bankruptcies.
They’re not going bankrupt. Their
banks didn’t go bankrupt. We bailed
them out. I didn’t vote for that, but a
majority of people in here did.

RealtyTrac Inc. reported last week
that in 2009 a record 2.8 million house-
holds were threatened with foreclosure,
which is up, not down, more than 20
percent since 2008. The more borrowers
who can’t be helped, the more fore-
closed properties will be on the market
across this country. Tragically,
RealtyTrac expects another record
number of homes to be threatened with
foreclosure this year. This is not ac-
ceptable in America.

The administration’s foreclosure pre-
vention plan says it’s going to help
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borrowers in financial trouble by mak-
ing their payments more affordable and
extending the repayment period. How-
ever, out of the millions and millions
of people being affected across this
country, just 7 percent of those who
have signed up have completed the
Treasury Department’s program to try
to rework these loans; and more than
49,000, or just 5 percent, have dropped
out of the program entirely. Thousands
more remain in limbo. But the biggest
bank in the program, Bank of America,
has completed modifications for fewer
than 2 percent of the 200,000 borrowers
they claim to enroll. Its big-bank bud-
dies are in the same boat when it
comes to modifying our people’s mort-
gages. The people paying their bills and
paying for their salaries aren’t having
their mortgages reworked. What’s just
about that?

In fact, it’s clear, Wall Street bank-
ers have no interest in modifying mort-
gages. They are making millions off
other people’s misery, and that’s just
fine with them. This Nation needs a na-
tional foreclosure prevention program
that compels these bankers to act, not
nicely request their assistance. As they
conspire to avoid the consequences of
their actions, here are two key findings
by the Center for Public Integrity. At
least 21 of the top 25 subprime lenders
were financed by these same banks
that received the bailout money
through direct ownership, credit agree-
ments or huge purchases of loans for
securitization. They’re all tied to-
gether.

And 21 of the top 25 subprime lenders
have closed, stopped lending or been
sold to avoid bankruptcy. Most were
nonbank lenders. They didn’t go bank-
rupt. They’re letting the American
people go bankrupt. Bailed out, getting
bigger and bigger, they now have over
40 percent of the deposits in this coun-
try. These four banks plus one more.
Think about that. What’s happening to
our country? And they’re not being
held responsible. Say, that’s not bad
work if you can get it.

Wall Street bankers create these un-
savory schemes, reap huge profits from
our people and advantage their compa-
nies while driving our economy, home
prices, and the Nation’s housing stock
and the American people into the
ground.

My colleagues, take a look at this
lineup. Isn’t it over time for Congress
to finally hold Wall Street account-
able?

————

DEPARTMENT OF NAVY AND
MARINE CORPS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, 8 years ago
I introduced a bill that would rename
the Department of the Navy to be
known as the Department of the Navy
and Marine Corps. This bill has passed
the House for 8 years in what is called
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