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2009 Omar Bonderud Human Rights
Award.

Named for the first chairperson of
the Bloomington Human Rights Com-
mission, the award is given to individ-
uals and organizations that have made
a significant contribution to improving
the rights of people in their commu-
nity.

The selfless works of Oak Grove Pres-
byterian Church include tutoring for
the economically disadvantaged, as
well as improving dialogue and under-
standing across different religions and
cultures.

In a letter to the Human Rights Com-
mission, Oak Grove was described as
“‘an outstanding community organiza-
tion with a long history of working
with community partners to improve
the lives of the diverse residents of
Bloomington.”

This award shows the dedication of
Oak Grove to the pursuit of justice and
freedom, rights that we can all aspire
to protect. I am honored to congratu-
late them today.

——
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———
INVESTING IN SMART SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker,
President Obama is certainly doing the
right thing when it comes to the hu-
manitarian crisis in Haiti. He’s re-
sponded quickly, he’s responded effec-
tively, and he’s pledged that the United
States will do all that we can do to al-
leviate the suffering of the Haitian
people and to help them rebuild their
lives. President Obama has shown that
America stands for hope, decency, and
human rights, which is, of course, the
kind of moral leadership that the
President of the United States must al-
ways show. But while the administra-
tion is getting it right in Haiti, we still
have a lot of work to do in Afghani-
stan, where the President plans to ask
Congress for $33 billion in emergency
funding to pay for the escalation of the
war there.

Madam Speaker, we do need to appro-
priate more funds for Afghanistan, but
not for more troops, because there is
no military solution to the problem
there. Sending more troops makes us
look like occupiers, which will surely
help the Taliban recruit more violent
extremists, who will attack their own
Afghani neighbors and the TUnited
States. So instead of investing in the
military in Afghanistan, we need to in-
vest in SMART security, which means
investing in economic development,
health, infrastructure, humanitarian
aid, better law enforcement and gov-
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ernance. SMART security also includes
helping the Afghan people to build
schools so girls and women can be of-
fered an education as well as the boys.

Madam Speaker, General
McChrystal, our commander in Afghan-
istan, recently said that the Taliban
looks for young people with no edu-
cation when they are looking for new
recruits. That’s why I believe that in-
vesting in books, not bombs, is the way
to stop violent extremism in Afghani-
stan and actually in every other part of
the world as well. We also need to in-
vest in our own economy and our own
people right here at home, because we
can’t keep our country safe unless we
have a strong economy, well educated,
and with everybody having jobs that
they can afford to support their fami-
lies on.

So that’s why we must invest in jobs.
We must invest in housing. We must
invest in child care and health care.
And we must especially be concerned
about those facing their own humani-
tarian crisis in our communities.

So just consider some of these facts,
Madam Speaker: one in every 50 Ameri-
cans is living in a household where food
stamps are the only source of income.
The effective unemployment rate
today is really over 17 percent. And
middle class families are now earning
less than they did a decade ago, ad-
justed for inflation.

The economic disaster right here in
our own country is unprecedented in
American history. Unfortunately, the
Congress will soon be presented with a
record Pentagon budget, however, for
the next fiscal year. I would suggest
that instead of increasing the Pen-
tagon budget, we should reduce it by
cutting out funds for useless Cold War
weapons, which would slash the defense
budget by 25 percent. Isn’t that amaz-
ing? We could slash the defense budget
by 25 percent if we would just stop
building useless Cold War weapons. We
can make those dollars available to in-
vest right here at home to put SMART
security to work in Afghanistan as
well.

Madam Speaker, the best way to
keep our country safe is to stick to our
fundamental American values of peace
and compassion for the people of the
world. We must put these values to
work in Haiti, in Afghanistan, and
right here at home. I urge all of us and
our President to do just that.

————
DON'T LET THEM FLY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
an al Qaeda jihadist committed an act
of war over the skies of Detroit on
Christmas Day. Umar Farouk
Abdulmutallab, working with al Qaeda
in Yemen, sewed explosives into his un-
derwear. He tried to blow up the plane
over Detroit, but the detonator failed
and the terrorist was captured by pas-
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sengers. Counting on faulty detonators
is not a sound national security policy.
We should be stopping terrorists from
boarding planes in the first place.

The underwear bomber got on the
plane with a valid United States visa.
Even though he was on a terrorist
watch list, he boarded a plane for the
U.S. anyway. After the 9/11 attacks, the
State Department was ordered to open
visa security units at all of our embas-
sies. Hight years later, only 14 of the
220 American embassies have visa secu-
rity units. Why is that?

The underwear bomber got his U.S.
visa in London. He got to keep his visa
even though his father told our em-
bassy in Nigeria that his son was a dan-
gerous radical. American embassies in
London and Nigeria don’t have a visa
security unit. And when the bomber’s
own father told us he was dangerous,
the information was ignored by our
State Department.

The underwear bomber paid cash for
a ticket, had no luggage, and he was on
that watch list. The United States
State Department was warned by the
bomber’s father that he was a threat.
He had even previously been denied
entry into the United Kingdom because
he applied for a visa to go to a college
that doesn’t exist in the United King-
dom. But U.S. authorities let him fly
the friendly skies anyway. He should
not have been allowed on that airplane.
The American people have the right to
know why our Nation allowed this per-
son to enter the United States with a
visa, knowing all of these facts.

After the failed attack,
Abdulmutallab bragged about 20 more
terrorists preparing to attack the
United States. He said they were also
training in Yemen. According to Slade
Gorton, a member of the 9/11 Commis-
sion, He was singing like a canary,
then we charged him in Federal court,
he got a lawyer, and he quit talking.
Instead of turning the terrorist over to
the military authorities for interroga-
tion, or even letting him just keep on
talking, the administration treated
this individual like a 2-bit car thief.
They told him he had the right to re-
main silent, and then they got this
jihadist a lawyer on the public dime
and he quit talking.

Under the new ‘‘try the terrorists in
Federal court” policy, America has
lost the ability to get vital information
about al Qaeda. America is probably
less safe as a result. The bomber could
and should have been tried in a mili-
tary court. There are legal allowances
for enemies like the underwear bomb-
er. And as an enemy combatant, he
should have been held and interrogated
by military officials under existing
law.

In Federal court now they’re even
talking about offering this terrorist a
plea deal to get some information that
he was willing to offer earlier with no
deal. Now we are making a deal with
the Devil. So the terrorists can avoid
justice and get leniency by making a
backroom agreement with authorities.
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Another problem these jihadists
have, they are not your average, every-
day criminals. They are radical
jihadists on a mission to kill them-
selves and every American they can
take with them. A few years in prison
is not going to deter their mission. To
the contrary, these who Kkill in the
name of religion try to kill their prison
guards. It’s happened in the United
States.

Louis Pepe was once a prison guard
at the Metropolitan Correctional Cen-
ter in New York. Ten months before
the 9/11 terrorist attack, two al Qaeda
inmates were held there. These are the
ones who bombed the American Em-
bassy in East Africa in 1998, killing
over 200 people. A weak-kneed Federal
judge gave these two al Qaeda terror-
ists permission to buy hot sauce in the
penitentiary. So what they did is made
it into mace to incapacitate the guard.
They stabbed him in the eye with a
knife they made by filing down a hair
comb. They kicked and beat Pepe and
smeared a cross on his chest in his own
blood. He was left permanently blinded,
partially paralyzed, and he lost most of
his ability to speak. These terrorists
were trying to get the keys to the cell
block to take more hostages. Now,
isn’t that lovely?

Jihadists are at war with this Nation
and, when captured, they should be
treated like military criminals. But
first and foremost, when radicals are
on a threat list, don’t let them on the
airplane. Why is that so difficult to
comprehend? Meanwhile, Madam
Speaker, the band keeps playing while
the ship of common sense is sinking in
the ocean.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF DR.
DENNIS WEST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. We commemo-
rate extraordinary people and events
on the floor of this House. Madam
Speaker, there’s no more extraordinary
person that I have known than Dr.
Dennis West. To everybody he was just
“Denny.” No pretension, low-key, in-
sightful.

Dennis West had a remarkable ca-
reer. Over the last 40 years, the city of
Portland has gained a reputation as a
unique community: well-planned,
thoughtfully governed, providing cut-
ting-edge initiatives, and creating a
model of livability. Our community
has been characterized by citizen in-
volvement and getting the most out of
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scarce resources. There have been
many heroes, elected officials, civic
leaders, and philanthropists who’ve
helped create this unique and renowned
city. No one has done more as a public
servant than Dennis West.

He started his public service as an in-
tern in the office of one of my prede-
cessors, Congresswoman Edith Green. I
first met Denny 40 years ago when he
was a professor at Portland State Uni-
versity’s School of Urban Studies,
which he helped found and guide. Over
the course of these four decades, Port-
land State, now Oregon’s largest uni-
versity, has emerged as one of the cen-
ters of urban scholarship and practical
application, a laboratory of livability,
a Mecca for planning and sustain-
ability, and a critical driver of vitality
for Portland.

Denny then played a critical role as
chief of staff to Lloyd Anderson, Port-
land’s Commissioner of Public Works,
in an era where the city of Portland
was taking bold action with the devel-
opment of its downtown plan, its tran-
sit system, and the creation of a 38-
acre waterfront park instead of a river-
front freeway. Denny helped play a role
for his engineer boss, developing the vi-
sion and becoming an effective and re-
spected political leader.

Then Denny was recruited by Mult-
nomah County’s new chairman, Don
Clark, to establish the financial and
budgetary systems to help modify per-
sonnel procedures and give coherence
to what had been an old-style, typical
county operation. During this time the
county did not just modernize its ad-
ministration and finance. It was in-
volved in innovative justice, health,
environmental, and transportation ini-
tiatives. Dennis West was the intellec-
tual force helping guide and implement
that vision.

Then Denny was a deputy director of
the Port of Portland, a quiet agency
with a powerful reach to deal with crit-
ical freight and transportation move-
ments, the airport, the docks, and eco-
nomic development. Again, he played a
critical role in the development of the
port capacity and the professionalism
of its staff as a key element in the evo-
lution of our metropolitan area.

The Oregon Health Science Univer-
sity has played a critical role in the
last 25 years in research break-
throughs, medical innovation, eco-
nomic development, and the delivery of
high-quality health care. Denny West
was a key administrator for research
and economic development, helping
create the academic, economic, and
health care powerhouse that is one of
our State’s most important institu-
tions and our city’s largest employer.

Denny concluded his career serving
10 years as the director of the Portland
Housing Authority, one of the Nation’s
premier public housing agencies, deal-
ing with the problems of homelessness,
special needs, low-income housing, and
community revitalization. Under his
leadership, Portland won national rec-
ognition awards for its innovation,
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cost-effective delivery, and perhaps the
capstone of his career was the ac-
claimed Columbia Village, a spectacu-
larly successful HOPE VI housing
project making a deteriorated World
War II-vintage housing project into a
point of pride.

Denny West was an extraordinarily
gifted administrator. In agency after
agency so important to our commu-
nity, he played a critical role, often as
the go-to guy, the person who perhaps
didn’t have the title but made things
work. With the Housing Authority of
Portland, he was also the guy in
charge, and the results are a testament
to his extraordinary vision, adminis-
trative skill, sensitivity, and compas-
sion.

Over these last 40 years the half-
dozen agencies provided the infrastruc-
ture, the drive, the national recogni-
tion, all of which blended to make
Portland a unique community. While
Dennis West’s name might not be well
known, his fingerprints were on the
critical developments in all of these or-
ganizations. Denny’s career and
achievements were made while being
an extraordinary human being, a
friend, and determined civic advocate.
Even though his later years were
marked by debilitating illness, he
never lost his spark and drive. He
willed himself to do things that young-
er, healthier people could not even
imagine.

All sympathy goes out to Denny’s
wife, Sue, his life partner, who played
such an extraordinary role, especially
in his difficult later years, and to his
circle of friends who provided unbeliev-
able support, who revere his contribu-
tions and his memory. We all join in
celebrating the life of this extraor-
dinary man, Denny West.

———
O 1945

ISRAELI PEACE TALKS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam
Speaker, a year ago Israel was engaged
in defensive operations to protect its
citizens from terrorist attacks. In
doing so, Israel was exercising the
most basic right and responsibility of a
state, to protect one’s citizens. Trou-
bling, many in the international com-
munity condemned Israel’s actions.
Many more refused to recognize
Israel’s right to self-defense.

As we begin this new year, I'm here
to speak up for the right of sovereign
nations to defend their people. Israel
has a right to defend itself. The U.S.,
as a strong ally of Israel, must be vigi-
lant in supporting this most basic
right.

I just read a story in The Jerusalem
Post about life in Israel a year after
Operation Cast Lead. Before the war,
Israelis were enduring relentless rock-
et and mortar attacks in Gaza. Terror-
ists launched more than 12,000 rockets
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