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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote.

[0 1433

So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———————

UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER BASIN
PROTECTION ACT

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3671) to promote Department of
the Interior efforts to provide a sci-
entific basis for the management of
sediment and nutrient loss in the
Upper Mississippi River Basin, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3671

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the “Upper Mississippi River Basin Protec-
tion Act”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Definitions.
Sec. 3. Reliance on sound science.
TITLE I-SEDIMENT AND NUTRIENT
MONITORING NETWORK
Sec. 101. Establishment of monitoring net-

work.

Sec. 102. Data collection and storage respon-
sibilities.

Sec. 103. Relationship to existing sediment
and nutrient monitoring.

Sec. 104. Collaboration with other public and
private monitoring efforts.

Sec. 105. Reporting requirements.

Sec. 106. National Research Council assess-
ment.

TITLE II-COMPUTER MODELING AND
RESEARCH

Sec. 201. Computer modeling and research of
sediment and nutrient sources.
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Sec. 202. Use of electronic means to dis-
tribute information.

Sec. 203. Reporting requirements.

TITLE III—AUTHORIZATION OF APPRO-

PRIATIONS AND RELATED MATTERS
Sec. 301. Authorization of appropriations.
Sec. 302. Cost-sharing requirements.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) The terms ‘Upper Mississippi River
Basin’ and ‘‘Basin’ mean the watershed por-
tion of the Upper Mississippi River and Illi-
nois River basins, from Cairo, Illinois, to the
headwaters of the Mississippi River, in the
States of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois,
Iowa, and Missouri. The designation includes
the Kaskaskia watershed along the Illinois
River and the Meramec watershed along the
Missouri River.

(2) The terms ‘‘Upper Mississippi River
Stewardship Initiative” and ‘‘Initiative”
mean the activities authorized or required
by this Act to monitor nutrient and sedi-
ment loss in the Upper Mississippi River
Basin.

(3) The term ‘‘sound science’ refers to the
use of accepted and documented scientific
methods to identify and quantify the
sources, transport, and fate of nutrients and
sediment and to quantify the effect of var-
ious treatment methods or conservation
measures on nutrient and sediment loss.
Sound science requires the use of docu-
mented protocols for data collection and
data analysis, and peer review of the data,
results, and findings.

SEC. 3. RELIANCE ON SOUND SCIENCE.

It is the policy of Congress that Federal in-
vestments in the Upper Mississippi River
Basin must be guided by sound science.

TITLE I—SEDIMENT AND NUTRIENT
MONITORING NETWORK
SEC. 101. ESTABLISHMENT OF MONITORING NET-
WORK.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—As part of the Upper
Mississippi River Stewardship Initiative, the
Secretary of the Interior shall establish a
sediment and nutrient monitoring network
for the Upper Mississippi River Basin for the
purposes of—

(1) identifying and evaluating significant
sources of sediment and nutrients in the
Upper Mississippi River Basin;

(2) quantifying the processes affecting mo-
bilization, transport, and fate of those sedi-
ments and nutrients on land and in water;

(3) quantifying the transport of those sedi-
ments and nutrients to and through the
Upper Mississippi River Basin;

(4) recording changes to sediment and nu-
trient loss over time;

(5) providing coordinated data to be used in
computer modeling of the Basin, pursuant to
section 201; and

(6) identifying major sources of sediment
and nutrients within the Basin for the pur-
pose of targeting resources to reduce sedi-
ment and nutrient loss.

(b) ROLE OF UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL
SURVEY.—The Secretary of the Interior shall
carry out this title acting through the office
of the Director of the United States Geologi-
cal Survey.

SEC. 102. DATA COLLECTION AND STORAGE RE-
SPONSIBILITIES.

(a) GUIDELINES FOR DATA COLLECTION AND
STORAGE.—The Secretary of the Interior
shall establish guidelines for the effective
design of data collection activities regarding
sediment and nutrient monitoring, for the
use of suitable and consistent methods for
data collection, and for consistent reporting,
data storage, and archiving practices.

(b) RELEASE OF DATA.—Data resulting from
sediment and nutrient monitoring in the
Upper Mississippi River Basin shall be re-
leased to the public using generic station
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identifiers and hydrologic unit codes. In the

case of a monitoring station located on pri-

vate lands, information regarding the loca-

tion of the station shall not be disseminated

without the landowner’s permission.

SEC. 103. RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING SEDIMENT
AND NUTRIENT MONITORING.

(a) INVENTORY.—To the maximum extent
practicable, the Secretary of the Interior
shall inventory the sediment and nutrient
monitoring efforts, in existence as of the
date of the enactment of this Act, of Federal,
State, local, and nongovernmental entities
for the purpose of creating a baseline under-
standing of overlap, data gaps and
redundancies.

(b) INTEGRATION.—On the basis of the in-
ventory, the Secretary of the Interior shall
integrate the existing sediment and nutrient
monitoring efforts, to the maximum extent
practicable, into the sediment and nutrient
monitoring network required by section 101.

(c) CONSULTATION AND USE OF EXISTING
DATA.—In carrying out this section, the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall make maximum
use of data in existence as of the date of the
enactment of this Act and of ongoing pro-
grams and efforts of Federal, State, tribal,
local, and nongovernmental entities in de-
veloping the sediment and nutrient moni-
toring network required by section 101.

(d) COORDINATION WITH LONG-TERM ESTU-
ARY ASSESSMENT PROJECT.—The Secretary of
the Interior shall carry out this section in
coordination with the long-term estuary as-
sessment project authorized by section 902 of
the Estuaries and Clean Waters Act of 2000
(Public Law 106-457; 33 U.S.C. 2901 note).

SEC. 104. COLLABORATION WITH OTHER PUBLIC
AND PRIVATE MONITORING EF-
FORTS.

To establish the sediment and nutrient
monitoring network, the Secretary of the In-
terior shall collaborate, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, with other Federal, State,
tribal, local and private sediment and nutri-
ent monitoring programs that meet guide-
lines prescribed under section 102(a), as de-
termined by the Secretary.

SEC. 105. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

The Secretary of the Interior shall report
to Congress not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act on the de-
velopment of the sediment and nutrient
monitoring network.

SEC. 106. NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL ASSESS-
MENT.

The National Research Council of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences shall conduct a
comprehensive water resources assessment
of the Upper Mississippi River Basin.

TITLE II—COMPUTER MODELING AND

RESEARCH
SEC. 201. COMPUTER MODELING AND RESEARCH
OF SEDIMENT AND NUTRIENT
SOURCES.

(a) MODELING PROGRAM REQUIRED.—AS part
of the Upper Mississippi River Stewardship
Initiative, the Director of the United States
Geological Survey shall establish a modeling
program to identify significant sources of
sediment and nutrients in the Upper Mis-
sissippi River Basin.

(b) ROLE.—Computer modeling shall be
used to identify subwatersheds which are sig-
nificant sources of sediment and nutrient
loss and shall be made available for the pur-
poses of targeting public and private sedi-
ment and nutrient reduction efforts.

(c) COMPONENTS.—Sediment and nutrient
models for the Upper Mississippi River Basin
shall include the following:

(1) Models to relate nutrient loss to land-
scape, land use, and land management prac-
tices.

(2) Models to relate sediment loss to land-
scape, land use, and land management prac-
tices.
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(3) Models to define river channel nutrient
transformation processes.

(d) COLLECTION OF ANCILLARY INFORMA-
TION.—Ancillary information shall be col-
lected in a GIS format to support modeling
and management use of modeling results, in-
cluding the following:

(1) Land use data.

(2) Soils data.

(3) Elevation data.

(4) Information on sediment and nutrient
reduction improvement actions.

(5) Remotely sense data.

SEC. 202. USE OF ELECTRONIC MEANS TO DIS-
TRIBUTE INFORMATION.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Director of the
United States Geological Survey shall estab-
lish a system that uses the telecommuni-
cations medium known as the Internet to
provide information regarding the following:

(1) Public and private programs designed to
reduce sediment and nutrient loss in the
Upper Mississippi River Basin.

(2) Information on sediment and nutrient
levels in the Upper Mississippi River and its
tributaries.

(3) Successful sediment and nutrient reduc-
tion projects.

SEC. 203. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

(a) MONITORING ACTIVITIES.—Commencing
one year after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Director of the United States
Geological Survey shall provide to Congress
and make available to the public an annual
report regarding monitoring activities con-
ducted in the Upper Mississippi River Basin.

(b) MODELING ACTIVITIES.—Every three
years, the Director of the United States Geo-
logical Survey shall provide to Congress and
make available to the public a progress re-
port regarding modeling activities.

TITLE III—AUTHORIZATION OF APPRO-
PRIATIONS AND RELATED MATTERS
SEC. 301. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY AC-
TIVITIES.—There is authorized to be appro-
priated to the United States Geological Sur-
vey $6,250,000 each fiscal year to carry out
this Act (other than section 106). Of the
amounts appropriated for a fiscal year pursu-
ant to this authorization of appropriations,
one-third shall be made available for the
United States Geological Survey Cooperative
Water Program and the remainder shall be
made available for the United States Geo-
logical Survey Hydrologic Networks and
Analysis Program.

(b) WATER RESOURCE AND WATER QUALITY
MANAGEMENT ASSESSMENT.—There is author-
ized to be appropriated $650,000 to allow the
National Research Council to perform the as-
sessment required by section 106.

SEC. 302. COST-SHARING REQUIREMENTS.

Funds made available for the United
States Geological Survey Cooperative Water
Program under section 301(a) shall be subject
to the same cost-sharing requirements as
specified in the last proviso under the head-
ing “UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SUR-
VEY—SURVEYS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND
RESEARCH” of the Department of the Inte-
rior, Environment, and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, 2006 (Public Law 109-54; 119
Stat. 510; 43 U.S.C. 50).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MCCLIN-
TOCK) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
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may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, H.R.
3671, introduced by our colleague, Rep-
resentative RON KIND of Wisconsin,
would authorize the Secretary of the
Interior, acting through the TUnited
States Geological Survey, to establish
a sediment and nutrient monitoring
network for the TUpper Mississippi
River Basin. The findings of the moni-
toring network would be used as a
basis to assist public and private sedi-
ment and nutrient reduction efforts.

Mr. Speaker, I would note that this
legislation has passed the House in pre-
vious Congresses, and I ask my col-
leagues to again support its passage.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

The majority has adequately de-
scribed the bill. Based on the history of
this legislative proposal, we’re not op-
posing the measure; however, Members
should note that today’s bill has been
changed from prior versions. The 10-
year sunset has been removed.

We were also concerned that the Fed-
eral Government would have unfet-
tered access to private property under
this program and that the data col-
lected on this private property could be
used against the landowner. However,
after meeting with the affected parties,
we’ve concluded that the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey regulations require prior
written landowner permission for entry
and for release of any data collected on
an individual’s property.

I would like to include in the RECORD
the appropriate permission form that is
used for these purposes. It’s our under-
standing that the program authorized
in this bill would follow this long-
standing practice.

[From the U.S. Geological Survey Manual]
FORMAT FOR LETTER REQUESTING PERMISSION

To ENTER PRIVATE PROPERTY (To BE

PRINTED ON OFFICIAL LETTERHEAD)

(Insert Date)

(Insert Name of Private Landowner)

(Insert Address of Private Landowner)

Dear (Insert Name of Private Landowner):

The U.S. Geological Survey requires em-
ployees to obtain written permission from
landowners in certain cases before entering
onto private property to conduct new sur-
veys or scientific sampling. Consequently,
we are hereby requesting your approval to
enter your land for the purpose described
below. The data and/or samples collected will
be used for scientific purposes and will be
provided to you upon request.

Specific information regarding this request
is as follows:

1. (proposed date and time of entry and de-
parture, or period of time during which re-
curring visits will be necessary).

2. (kind and number of vehicles to be used).

3. (number of persons in the party).

4. (name, office address, and contact infor-
mation of chief of party).
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5. (purpose of the work).

6. (locations on the property where work is
to be done).

7. (approximate frequency of aircraft
flights along lines of sight for temperature
and pressure measurements, in connection
with geodimeter or similar work, if applica-
ble).

V&e will make every effort to minimize dis-
turbance or disruption to your property.
However, in the unlikely event that property
damage results, you are entitled to file a
claim to recover your damages (tort claim).
Please contact (insert name and telephone
number of tort claims contact) immediately
if property damage should occur.

If you have any questions about this pro-
gram of the U.S. Geological Survey, you may
contact (insert name of chief of project) at
the following telephone number: (insert
number).

If you consent to this request, please sign
below and (list method of return, e.g., enve-
lope provided, leave at a designated location,
etc.). Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

(Signature and Printed Name of Re-
questor).

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, we
agree with our colleagues on the other
side of the aisle that proper protocol
should be followed. I again ask our col-
leagues to support this legislation.

At this time, Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. KIND).

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank the gentlelady for yielding me
this time and also for her help and sup-
port with this legislation. I also want
to thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia and the members on the Natural
Resources Committee for their bipar-
tisan support of the Upper Mississippi
River protection bill.

As the gentlelady indicated, this has
passed the previous Congresses. We're
working with the Senate to finally get
it to the President so it can be enacted.

And to address a couple other con-
cerns—and we’ve worked in a bipar-
tisan fashion on this bill—there is con-
cern about privacy protection and data
collection. We feel that what has been
worked out is a reasonable compromise
to ensure that privacy but also, more
importantly, that there is buy-in of
private landowners which will be cru-
cial for the implementation of this leg-
islation.

What we’re trying to do is put the
science in place in the Upper Mis-
sissippi River Basin. The greatest
threat that this great national treas-
ure that we have running through the
middle of America, comprising roughly
50 percent of the landmass of our Na-
tion, is the amount of nutrients and
sediments that flow into the river
basin doing incalculable ecological
damage. We’ve heard of the stories of
the dead zone being created in the Gulf
of Mexico. Well, 40 percent of the nutri-
ents that are flowing south through the
river and ending up deposited in the
Gulf, contributing to the dead zone,
emanates in the TUpper Mississippi
River Basin.

What we want to do is utilize the ex-
pertise that exists at USGS so that
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they can do better monitoring of sedi-
ment and nutrient flows and develop
computer models so we can identify the
hot spots, and then utilize the re-
sources that are available to target
those hot spots to prevent the in-
creased flow of sediment and nutrients
into the river basin.

This has received wide support in the
Upper Mississippi River region. All five
of the State Governors in the Upper
Mississippi region have endorsed this.
The Mississippi River Basin has en-
dorsed it. Countless outdoor rec-
reational groups, such as Ducks Unlim-
ited, Trout Unlimited, the Nature Con-
servancy have endorsed this approach,
because it is a vital national treasure
that we must do more to preserve and
protect.

The Mississippi River affects over 30
million people who rely upon it for
their primary drinking source. It is
North America’s largest migratory
route, with 40 percent of the waterfowl
species using this corridor during their
biannual migration in the spring and
during the fall. It’s a multiple use re-
source, with commercial navigation,
recreation, tourism, bringing roughly
$1.5 billion of direct economic activity
to the Upper Mississippi region but, ad-
ditionally, over $1 billion with tourism
activity to the Upper Mississippi. But
what’s been lacking is the scientific
data that this legislation will put in
place so we can start collecting it,
tracking it, and then be smarter with
the use of the various public and pri-
vate approaches that this bill calls for
S0 we can maximize the resources to
intercept the nutrients and sediments
that would flow into it.

Again, I want to thank the chairman
of the committee, the members on the
committee. I want to thank the mem-
bers of the U.S. Geological Survey, es-
pecially Mike Jawson and his team at
the Upper Mississippi River Environ-
mental Science Lab. I have worked
very closely with them with regards to
this legislation and their long-term re-
source monitoring program. They do
have incredible competency to do the
science that we're asking them to do in
this bill.

I also want to personally thank my
own river advisory group who has con-
sulted me on all things related to river
issues.

I would encourage my colleagues to
once again support this much needed
but also bipartisan piece of legislation.
I ask my colleagues to support this
bill.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself just enough time to wish a
belated happy birthday to the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin.

We have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, 1
again urge Members to support the bill,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
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the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3671.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

on

———

INLAND EMPIRE PERCHLORATE
GROUND WATER PLUME ASSESS-
MENT ACT OF 2009

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4252) to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to conduct a study of
water resources in the Rialto-Colton
Basin in the State of California, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4252

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Inland Em-
pire Perchlorate Ground Water Plume As-
sessment Act of 2009"".

SEC. 2. RIALTO-COLTON BASIN, CALIFORNIA,
WATER RESOURCES STUDY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after funds are made available to carry out
this Act, the Secretary of the Interior, act-
ing through the Director of the United
States Geological Survey, shall complete a
study of water resources in the Rialto-Colton
Basin in the State of California (in this sec-
tion referred to as the ‘“‘Basin’), including—

(1) a survey of ground water resources in
the Basin, including an analysis of—

(A) the delineation, either horizontally or
vertically, of the aquifers in the Basin, in-
cluding the quantity of water in the aquifers;

(B) the availability of ground water re-
sources for human use;

(C) the salinity of ground water resources;

(D) the identification of a recent surge in
perchlorate concentrations in ground water,
whether significant sources are being flushed
through the vadose zone, or if perchlorate is
being remobilized;

(E) the identification of impacts and
extents of all source areas that contribute to
the regional plume to be fully characterized;

(F') the potential of the ground water re-
sources to recharge;

(G) the interaction between ground water
and surface water;

(H) the susceptibility of the aquifers to
contamination, including identifying the ex-
tent of commingling of plume emanating
within surrounding areas in San Bernardino
County, California; and

(I) any other relevant criteria; and

(2) a characterization of surface and bed-
rock geology of the Basin, including the ef-
fect of the geology on ground water yield and
quality.

(b) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall
carry out the study in coordination with the
State of California and any other entities
that the Secretary determines to be appro-
priate, including other Federal agencies and
institutions of higher education.
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