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Avner said was among ‘‘the most brutal’’ 
Israel had received from the US. 

‘‘I wish to express my profound disappoint-
ment of Israel’s attitude over the course of 
the negotiations,’’ Ford wrote. ‘‘You know 
the importance I have attached to the US ef-
forts to reach an agreement. Kissinger’s mis-
sion, encouraged by your government, ex-
presses vital US interests in the region. Fail-
ure of the negotiations will have a far-reach-
ing impact on the region and our relation. I 
have therefore instructed that a reassess-
ment be made of US policy in the region, in-
cluding our relations with Israel with the 
aim of reassuring that our overall American 
interests are protected.’’ 

Within six months, Kissinger succeeded in 
brokering an interim accord between Rabin 
and Egyptian president Anwar Sadat where-
by Israel agreed to pull back its forces out of 
the Jidda and Mitla passes but retained the 
heights above them while American forces 
were stationed in the passes. 

Avner said that since that compromise was 
reached, no Israeli has been killed on the 
Israel-Egypt border. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida addressed the House. His re-
marks will appear hereafter in the Ex-
tensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from West Virginia (Mrs. 
CAPITO) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mrs. CAPITO addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. SMITH of New Jersey addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

DEMOCRATIC SMALL BUSINESS 
AGENDA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentlewoman from 
Pennsylvania (Mrs. DAHLKEMPER) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader. 

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Mr. Speaker, I 
look forward tonight in this next hour 
to discuss the Democratic small busi-
ness agenda, one that I believe will 
really help to bring our country fur-
ther out of the recession that we are 
now climbing out of. I am glad that 
some of my colleagues are able to join 
me tonight as we talk about this agen-
da going forward. 

As our country struggles to overcome 
the effects of the financial crisis and 
economic recession, we must look for 
innovative ways to help create new 
jobs and foster private sector growth. 
We must act aggressively to counter 

the job losses of the past 2 years. And 
those job losses have been great. More 
than 8 million jobs have been lost since 
the recession began in late 2007. Our 
Nation’s unemployment rate is near 10 
percent, and in many areas well above 
10 percent. Job losses are on the de-
cline, which is good news amidst so 
many months of recession, but we still 
have a very long way to go. 

The number of long-term unemployed 
individuals in the United States is ex-
tremely high, totaling 6.1 million peo-
ple as of last month. That is 6.1 million 
people who have been out of work for 27 
weeks or longer. That is nearly 7 
months of unemployment. And ap-
proximately 2.5 million people are con-
sidered marginally attached to the 
labor force, meaning they want work, 
but because the job market is so 
uninviting they have not looked for 
work in the last 4 weeks. 

One of our Nation’s greatest histor-
ical strengths has always been our op-
timism. But when faced with a long- 
term, gradual recovery, as we are 
today, it is understandable that pa-
tience wanes and it becomes difficult 
to retain the optimism that has served 
us so well in the past. That is why we 
must act aggressively and decisively to 
help our private sector grow and create 
jobs. 

I believe the best place to start is the 
area of our economy that has the 
greatest record of success in creating 
jobs, and that is our small business sec-
tor. As a former small business owner— 
my husband is still running the busi-
ness—I have seen firsthand the power 
of small businesses in our commu-
nities. A grocery store can transform 
an urban landscape, improve the health 
and lower crime in neighborhoods that 
others may have thought was a lost 
cause. A retail store or restaurant can 
energize a community by drawing pa-
trons to lesser traveled areas. A small 
business can turn an empty street into 
a destination for customers and tour-
ists. Manufacturers and producers can 
create hubs of commerce and employ-
ment when the jobs they create di-
rectly beget indirect jobs. 

b 1845 

Manufacturers need supplies and 
equipment to create their products, 
and their workers need a place to eat 
lunch and to shop. 

When small businesses grow and 
prosper, their communities reap the 
benefits. Small businesses are the en-
gine of economic growth and job cre-
ation in the United States, and they’ve 
been for years. Over the last 15 years, 
small businesses have created over 65 
percent of the Nation’s new jobs, ap-
proximately 14.5 million jobs. Small 
businesses represent 99.7 percent of all 
employer firms. That means less than 1 
percent of our employers are big cor-
porations. 

Small businesses are the starting 
point for economic success. The small 
businesses of today are the success sto-
ries of tomorrow. It’s small businesses 

that create the technologies that pro-
foundly affect our lives and our cul-
ture—medical devices that regulate 
heartbeats, software that allows us to 
connect with people across the globe, 
products that rid our ground water of 
arsenic. These are just a few of the ex-
amples of innovations of small busi-
nesses. 

The American entrepreneurial spirit 
will help drive our economy out of re-
cession, creating jobs in innovation 
along the way. That is why we must do 
all we can to help businesses, small 
businesses, grow and prosper. 

I would now like to yield to my good 
friend, Mr. TONKO from New York. 

Mr. TONKO. Thank you for bringing 
us together this evening for this dis-
cussion on the small business agenda 
here in Washington. 

Obviously, as has been stated so 
many times during this session of Con-
gress, the number one priority is jobs, 
jobs, jobs, and jobs. We cannot over-
emphasize the impact that job cre-
ation, job retention bears on the dis-
cussions that we have here in restoring 
this Nation’s economy. 

And you make a very valid point in 
assessing the very deep loss of jobs 
that we experienced at the beginning of 
this administration. It was somewhere 
in the neighborhood of 700,000 to 750,000 
jobs lost per month in the last 3 or 4 
months before the Obama administra-
tion began its work here in Wash-
ington. That was a tremendous loss to 
this Nation’s economy. Millions upon 
millions, 7 to 8 million jobs lost during 
this recession. A very painful blow to 
the American economy and certainly 
to the American households across this 
Nation. 

And as we look forward to progress to 
inspire us, it is good to note that while 
it’s not good enough, some 200,000 to 
300,000 jobs lost in the last few months 
is a vastly improved outcome, a long 
way to go, but moving in the right di-
rection. The American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act enabled us to place 
down payments in small business pro-
duction and creation and retention. 
Certainly those efforts are coming in 
cutting-edge fashion where we’re now 
addressing job growth in a way that 
speaks to research and development, 
allowing us to spark an innovation 
economy that enables us to respond in 
very valid terms by embracing our in-
tellectual capacity as a Nation. 

These are the source of efforts that 
require our investment. And I am so 
impressed that we can move forward 
now with many issues that were back- 
burnered. 

When we look at the need to produce 
here locally in this country, to produce 
nationally for our energy needs, noth-
ing could be smarter than to move for-
ward with a clean energy economy, to 
be able to draw down that gluttonous 
dependency on fossil-based fuels that 
has fed this system, that has enabled 
us in a way to continue to add to that 
carbon footprint. And we’re putting 
hundreds of billions of dollars per year 
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into the treasuries of unfriendly na-
tions to the United States and our al-
lies across the globe. That is not smart 
government. That is enabling us to 
continue along the course of status quo 
where we don’t exercise the options 
available to us. 

I look within my district. I look 
within the region that I represent and 
beyond in upstate New York, and there 
are such great things happening in 
nanoscience, in semiconductors, in 
superconductivity cable, in renewables, 
that we are now cultivating this cli-
mate that enables us to respond to a 
clean energy economy. It’s growing our 
energy independence. It’s growing our 
energy security, and therefore, favor-
ably addressing our national security, 
because as we conduct these sorts of 
experiments and grow opportunities in 
the energy world, we are giving birth 
to wonderful startups, to entre-
preneurs, and that is the spirit that is 
uniquely American, as you suggested. 

So I’m very, very enthused about 
where we’re heading. I believe that as 
we have stopped the bleeding of this re-
cession, we now go forward with the 
toolkit that will enable our small busi-
ness community to respond in fullest 
fashion where we embrace the intellect 
of this Nation and allow us again to 
taste that sense of pioneerism that is 
really, I think, the flame that really 
sparks America’s comeback. 

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. I think the gen-
tleman makes a great point. 

As you talk about the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act, I think 
the part of that bill that we maybe fail 
to get the message out there about is 
the reinvestment side. In the begin-
ning, we were trying to help those who 
were hurting most, those who needed 
extension of unemployment or needed 
help with COBRA. But now we see 
many of our small businesses are actu-
ally involved in the reinvestment side 
as we’re actually reinvesting in our 
economy. 

One of the exciting things I got to see 
was a new biomass heating unit for 
three different businesses. One is a 
school district-owned business, one is a 
recreation center, and one is a career 
center in one of my communities. And 
I asked them about the project, $3.2 
million project, $500,000 of that coming 
from the Reinvestment Act. And I 
asked them how important that money 
was to them, and they said that was 
what they needed to get over the 
hump. This is going to create new jobs 
in our region on the construction side, 
and then jobs beyond that. 

But our small businesses will be in-
volved in putting this whole new sys-
tem in, and it’s going to actually save 
a lot of money for these three organiza-
tions in the long run and take us, as 
you say, to a cleaner economy as we go 
forward. 

So there certainly are some very ex-
citing things. Our agenda really start-
ed with the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act. And it is what has 
taken us out of the recession. And one 

of the things we need to talk about is 
the aggressive agenda that we have, as 
Democrats, for small businesses, to 
give them the support they need to cre-
ate jobs and speed the recovery. 

And one of those is access to capital. 
I’m sure we all travel around our dis-
tricts and hear from our small busi-
nesses that they can’t get the capital 
they need. They want to grow their 
business. They see positive signs, and 
we need to be there. And our agenda, I 
think, is going to take them there. For 
every small business, they need capital 
to grow, and this is really the first 
piece of the puzzle. But the tight credit 
has limited their capacity. So we need 
to provide alternate means for small 
businesses to access capital to grow, 
and that’s why we have a couple of dif-
ferent pieces of legislation. 

One I have introduced, which is the 
Express Loans Improvement Act, H.R. 
4598, to increase the availability and 
the utility of SBA express loans, a 
vital source of working capital for 
small businesses. And so I would cer-
tainly like to thank people who’ve 
come on that bill. And I want to thank 
particularly Congresswoman BEAN be-
cause she helped to introduce that leg-
islation with me. 

There are a number of other loans 
programs through the SBA that we’re 
working to improve for our small busi-
nesses that will help them access the 
capital that will help them to grow. 

Right now, I would like to yield to 
one of our newest Members from Cali-
fornia, certainly a very welcome addi-
tion to our Democratic caucus and to 
Congress as a whole. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Thank you. I want 
to thank the gentlelady from Pennsyl-
vania and the gentleman from New 
York for the opportunity to discuss 
this critical issue of small business and 
jobs. 

We know the statistics are very bad. 
But the discussion you two were hav-
ing a moment ago used the word ‘‘in-
vestment.’’ And we talked about the 
American Reinvestment Act. It’s now 
13 months old. And it’s absolutely crit-
ical that we always ponder investment 
because the investments that we can 
make at the government level will lead 
to short-term job growth as well as to 
long-term job growth and stability. 

Years ago, we looked in California 
about how do you grow the California 
economy. I did a report on it. This was 
more than 25 years ago. And we noted 
that the history of California’s great 
economic growth was centered on five 
things. The first and foremost of them 
was the enormous investment that was 
made in education, both in K–12 and 
community colleges and in the re-
search institutions. It was that invest-
ment that gave the foundation. And 
here we are today with enormous dis-
investment, backing away from that 
critical investment in education. 

Now, the legislation that we talked 
about, the American Reinvestment 
Act, moved billions of dollars into the 
education sector so that we can con-

tinue to educate our kids at the univer-
sities and K–12 and the community col-
leges so that people who had lost their 
jobs could come back and learn the new 
skills, as you were saying, Mr. TONKO, 
the new skills in the green technology. 
Extraordinarily important investment 
in knowledge, investment in the ability 
of people to compete internationally. 

Our friends on the Republican side 
say, No, we shouldn’t have done that. 
So what are these people to do? They 
have lost their job. They don’t have the 
opportunity to get new knowledge and 
new skills. 

The second thing that we learned 
that was one that you also just talked 
about, the two of you a moment ago, 
about the necessity for research. It is 
in the research that the new jobs are 
created. Why? Because those are new 
products. Those are things that people 
demand and want and need for the 
growing economy. And in that is the 
high profit margin. And, again, for the 
first time, the Democratic Congress 
and the President—without the help of 
the Republicans—passed the greatest 
increase in research money in the last 
20 years, putting money into research 
that will again lead to jobs sooner and 
later as the economy grows. 

There are many other pieces of this. 
One that’s before us is the health care 
legislation. I know a young couple in 
their mid-thirties that want to start 
their own business but they cannot 
leave the job that they have today be-
cause they know that as small business 
people, they will not be able to get 
health care insurance. They have two 
kids. 

So these are things that we’re bring-
ing to the American public—last year, 
with the American Recovery Act and 
now this year, as we look at how we’re 
going to deal with health care. These 
are the critical investments that we 
need to make. And I thank you so very 
much for bringing this to our atten-
tion, to the attention of the American 
public. 

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. I thank my 
friend from California. 

Now I would like to yield to my 
friend from Michigan (Mr. PETERS). 

Mr. PETERS. Thank you for yielding 
the time. Thank you, Mrs. 
DAHLKEMPER, for putting together and 
assembling this Special Order. And I 
would also like to thank Chairman 
LARSON, as well as Representatives 
SUTTON and HASTINGS, for chairing the 
House Jobs Task Force, of which I’m a 
member, and I think others are mem-
bers of here tonight as well, which is 
doing very important work to make 
sure we are creating jobs in this coun-
try. 

We all know that small businesses 
employ half of all private-sector em-
ployees, and are responsible for cre-
ating 60 to 80 percent of all new jobs 
over the last decade. They create more 
than half of our Nation’s nonfarm GDP. 
Small businesses employ 40 percent of 
high-tech workers, and small busi-
nesses create 13 times more patents per 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 03:16 Mar 17, 2010 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00051 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K16MR7.117 H16MRPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
B

9S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1494 March 16, 2010 
employee than large patenting firms. 
And improving access to credit is a key 
aspect of helping these small busi-
nesses grow and create jobs and ensure 
that America remains a global eco-
nomic powerhouse. 

I am pleased that the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act provided 
$30 billion in tax relief for small busi-
nesses and increased the percentage a 
business can write off in capital ex-
penditures by 50 percent. Additionally, 
the total amount a business can write 
out has been doubled to $250,000, allow-
ing for a substantial investment in 
equipment and resources for small 
businesses. 

But much more, as we know, much 
more needs to be done to help our 
small businesses in this country. 

Last year, I had the opportunity to 
host a field hearing in Oakland County, 
Michigan, where I gave borrowers and 
lenders an opportunity to discuss the 
challenges that we’re facing in Michi-
gan. Bank regulators attended the 
hearing as well so that we could hear 
firsthand their policies and how those 
policies are making it very difficult for 
banks to make the loans to very wor-
thy businesses in my State. And I know 
it’s not just a problem in Michigan, but 
in States all across the country now. 

One of the biggest problems that bor-
rowers and lenders outlined was that as 
their value of commercial real estate, 
manufacturing equipment, and other 
sources of collateral has dropped, it has 
made it very difficult to obtain a line 
of credit. Even for a company that has 
purchase orders in hand, it is difficult 
for them to get that money. That’s 
why I’m working with Congressman 
LEVIN and Congressman DINGELL on 
legislation that will provide States 
with funding that they can use to cre-
ate a collateral support program to 
make sure that these businesses get 
the vital lending that is so important 
for them. 

That’s why I have also proposed a 
small business lending plan that will 
redirect unspent Wall Street bailout 
funding to instead help small busi-
nesses in our communities so they can 
get the credit that they need to grow 
and to create jobs. 

b 1900 

Efforts to help small businesses are 
especially crucial in areas of high un-
employment. I was happy to author 
legislation through the Small Business 
Committee which I know, Representa-
tive DAHLKEMPER, you are a leader in, 
to provide zero-interest loans worth up 
to $75,000 to small businesses in high 
unemployment areas, with payment on 
these loans deferred for 18 months. It 
also makes high unemployment areas 
eligible for the New Market Venture 
Capital program, providing strong fi-
nancial incentive for investment in 
new and emerging industries in areas 
where the workforce is necessary to 
build the new economy and is ready 
and enthusiastic and just needs that 
additional help. 

In addition to helping businesses ac-
cess capital, we must make sure that 
they also have access to key partner-
ship programs that are proven to spur 
job creation. For example, the Manu-
facturing Extension Partnership, the 
MEP, is a crucial national program 
that provides technical services and as-
sistance to increase productivity and 
efficiency of small and medium-sized 
businesses. The Manufacturing Exten-
sion Partnership is a model of an effi-
cient and effective program, credited 
with creating and retaining over 55,000 
jobs per year and $10.5 billion in in-
creased or retained sales. 

MEP support is vital to the long- 
term success and competitiveness of 
small and medium-sized American 
businesses, and preserving and 
strengthening the program should be a 
priority as Congress continues to work 
on reviving this economy and getting 
that growth going. 

Currently, the costs of the MEP’s 
services are shared between the Fed-
eral Government, State government 
and industry with Federal Government 
contributing one-third, and States and 
industries contributing the remaining 
two-thirds. However, State budgets 
have threatened the MEP’s existence, 
and at least 23 State MEP centers now 
report a decrease or elimination of 
State MEP funding in 2009 alone, and 
some centers have been operating with-
out State assistance for years. When a 
State eliminates this vital funding, it 
is left to small businesses to cover the 
gap, and they risk losing Federal dol-
lars in those States that are being hurt 
the worst. That is why I have intro-
duced legislation with Representative 
EHLERS that would reduce the match-
ing requirements for small businesses 
to ensure that they can continue to 
participate in this MEP program. 

And, finally, I would like to also an-
nounce that this afternoon I intro-
duced, along with Chairman LARSON 
and Congressmen REICHERT and TIBERI, 
a bill entitled the ‘‘American Job Cre-
ation Investment Act’’ to provide busi-
ness tax relief projected to create hun-
dreds of thousands of new jobs. I would 
like to thank my colleagues for work-
ing with me on this bill and support 
from those of you here in the Special 
Order here tonight as well. 

This bill in a sense will allow compa-
nies to use the alternative minimum 
tax credits that they now hold but that 
otherwise they must save for future 
years to be used this year for job cre-
ation, job retention, and capital invest-
ments. The bill is estimated to directly 
create over 65,000 new jobs and help 
businesses retain 170,000 jobs in the 
next 2 years, plus spur $40 billion in ad-
ditional job-creating investment. A 
wide array of industry associations 
currently endorse the bill, including 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the 
National Association of Manufacturers, 
the Motor and Equipment Manufactur-
ers Association, Associated Builders 
and Contractors Association, and the 
Association for Manufacturing Tech-
nology. 

This is an incredibly efficient and 
commonsense way for us to spur job 
creation. Companies are sitting on 
these tax credits, but under current tax 
law cannot use them until future 
years. This bill will allow them to use 
the tax credits they have already ac-
crued to create jobs now, when we need 
them the most. And I would like to en-
courage my colleagues to cosponsor 
this very important bill. 

While I’m proud of the work that we 
have done in Congress to turn around 
our economy and help families and 
small businesses, I think we all agree 
that there is no question that there is 
more work to be done. Small busi-
nesses will be the key to my State’s, 
and the entire Nation’s, economic re-
covery. And I believe, as I know all of 
you believe, that helping businesses 
have access to capital that they need 
to grow, invest and create jobs is the 
key to helping our economy move and 
put Americans back to work. I look 
forward to continuing to work with all 
of you and applaud your efforts here 
tonight to bring this important issue 
to the American people as we continue 
to work to create jobs in this great 
country. 

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. I thank my 
friend from Michigan who I know is 
just out there every day fighting for 
jobs in Michigan and fighting for this 
country to make sure that we have a 
robust and strategic plan going for-
ward. And many of your pieces of legis-
lation that you have brought forward 
will do that. I’m really glad you 
brought up MEP, the Manufacturing 
Extension Partnership, which I’m also 
a big fan of. I think that we need to 
make sure it is funded and funded in a 
way that our communities don’t lose 
the funding if their States don’t have 
the money. So I’m glad that you’re 
working on that, and I appreciate your 
work in that area. 

I’m also glad you brought up the Re-
covery Act tax relief. Again, there are 
so many parts about the Recovery Act 
that we don’t talk about enough, and it 
gets stuck as ‘‘stimulus bill.’’ I really 
like the ‘‘Recovery Act’’ name better. 
We need to talk about that recovery 
and reinvestment side, the tax relief 
that came to individuals, but the tax 
relief that came to small businesses to 
allow them to reinvest into their busi-
nesses continues on. And I think that 
is important not to forget those pieces. 

I’m going to yield again to my friend 
from New York. 

Mr. TONKO. Thank you, Representa-
tive DAHLKEMPER. And it is a pleasure 
to hear both Congressmen from Michi-
gan and California and you as a Rep-
resentative from Pennsylvania all 
speaking the voice of the freshman 
class. I’m so enthused to work with all 
of us as freshman Members of this Con-
gress. We have brought, I believe, a lot 
of thought, a lot of energy, a lot of vi-
sion; and we are attaching it to the 
leadership of this House, which is bro-
ken from some of the failed attempts 
from the prior administration. 
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The entire focus on manufacturing 

through the MEP program was denied. 
There wasn’t a respect shown, I be-
lieve, strong enough toward the manu-
facturing sector. And the American 
manufacturing sector is alive. It will 
be competitive on the global scene be-
cause it can do it smarter, and the in-
vestment of that intellectual capacity 
of this Nation gives us great promise 
with the manufacturing sector. 

So to hear of all these ideas, from tax 
benefits that will go toward creating 
small business opportunities, to deal-
ing with the credit crunch, making cer-
tain that we raise the loan opportuni-
ties to allow for the working capital 
needs to be met for our small business 
community, those are important as-
pects. Those are great factors. 

H.R. 4598, which you are sponsoring, 
Congresswoman, is tremendous benefit 
to the opportunities to invest in small 
business, and they are the backbone of 
this American economy. 

To the gentleman from California, 
when he spoke of health care, I talked 
to a number of small businesses that 
might have five, 10, 15 employees. And 
when they are insuring their employees 
for health care purposes, they are look-
ing over a rather small base. And the 
bill that we are looking at before the 
House allows for an exchange to be de-
veloped where there is a large pool of 
employees, where there is going to be a 
regulatory environment to hold down 
those costs. And beyond that, if you 
have one employee of five or 10 im-
pacted with catastrophic illness, you’re 
probably going to see rate increases in 
your insurance rise exponentially. 
When you put them into a larger sea of 
employees, by operating through these 
exchanges, that’s the kind of reform 
that is responding to the needs of small 
business. 

We talked about it today in my of-
fice. People understand that concept. 
You put people’s situations into a large 
audience, and it neutralizes the out-
come in a way that spreads the pain 
and allows small business to continue 
to provide for their employees, which 
they want to do. We have decided in 
this country we are going to stay with 
an employer-based health care system. 
So let’s provide the reforms that allow 
small business to have the benefit in 
that outcome. If we profess small busi-
ness to be the vision of the future, to 
be the job growth market, certainly we 
have seen it in the last decade or two, 
75 to 85 percent of all the new jobs cre-
ated are coming through small busi-
ness. 

So let’s be there in a user-friendly 
way that allows them to provide for 
their employees so that they have a 
healthy and strong workforce so that 
we can put together both the physical 
health care, mental health care con-
cepts that will enable them to prosper, 
put together the funding opportunities 
dealing with that credit crunch. We 
saw what happened. The banks were 
not regulated. We saw the institutions 
out there collapse. It killed the Amer-

ican economy and the global economy. 
And the credit lines were dried up. 
They were exhausted for households 
and businesses. That is not good. 

So now it is our challenge as Demo-
crats to respond; and, I think, in many 
dimensions we are responding. We are 
going to open those credit lines. We are 
going to provide for that capital need 
to be met for the business community. 
We are responding. And people need to 
know that it’s a full agenda from a jobs 
package to health care reform to en-
ergy reform, which is growing a clean 
energy economy, an innovation econ-
omy. These are the concepts that are 
going to provide the change that was 
long overdue and utilize the American 
know-how, the great pioneer spirit. 

I represent a host of communities, a 
necklace as I like to refer to it, of mill 
towns. They were the epicenters of in-
vention and innovation. That spirit 
still prevails in this country today. 
And we need to foster that kind of 
growth. We need to grow out of this re-
cession, now that we have stopped the 
bleeding, and build this economy the 
way we envision it to be the most pow-
erful, with small business at the front 
and center of that. 

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. I’m sure as the 
gentleman goes around his district, as 
my other colleagues do, and visits our 
small businesses, we see the innova-
tion. It is exciting to go visit those 
small businesses in our region who are 
really doing some very amazing and in-
novative work. 

Again, we have a robust and strategic 
agenda, the Democrats. And we have 
got to continue to work on this as we 
want to continue to help our small 
businesses. I think we have got a lot of 
good pieces in place and, as Mr. PETERS 
brought up, even more things that we 
are bringing forward. 

I would like to yield again to the 
gentleman from California. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. TONKO, thank 
you so very much for weaving together 
all the pieces of the puzzle that the 
Democratic Party and this Congress 
are putting together. It is the edu-
cation piece, the health care piece, and 
also there is another piece, and I’m 
going to use an example here of what is 
taking place in one of the counties I 
represent. It’s Contra Costa County 
and the Contra Costa Council, which is 
made up of businesspeople who have 
said, let’s use the purchasing power of 
government to incentivize and to help 
the small businesses. 

Now, it happens that in this par-
ticular area, there are major research 
institutions. The University of Cali-
fornia, the Lawrence Berkeley Lab, 
Lawrence Livermore Lab and the 
Sandia Lab are all in the area. And out 
of that comes enormous numbers of 
new ideas. But those ideas are often 
left without a real market because 
they are new and they haven’t been 
able to grow and to develop their mar-
ket. So the local government said, why 
don’t we get together and become the 
purchaser and jump-start, use the pur-

chasing power of government, particu-
larly in the area of energy conserva-
tion. 

For example, street lights, there is a 
new company that is in the LED light-
ing system, and it’s possible for that 
company, in their own neighborhood, 
to create a huge market, replacing the 
existing street lights. They use an 
enormous amount of energy with the 
new LED lights. But one example, in 
order to do that, that is the wise use of 
government. At the Federal level, bil-
lions upon billions of dollars are spent 
every year, often going to the large 
companies to what are known as the 
‘‘Beltway Bandits,’’ the companies that 
hover around Washington. We in the 
Democratic Party are doing this today, 
the Democratic Congress is pushing the 
President, pushing the administration 
to push those jobs back to the local 
community by contracting with small 
businesses. 

The small business community needs 
access to the Federal contracts just as 
they would like to have access to the 
local government. That has been the 
policy of the Democratic Congress and 
is the policy of the Democratic Presi-
dent to make sure that small busi-
nesses have access to the Federal con-
tracts. It doesn’t come easy. I was the 
Deputy Secretary of the Department of 
the Interior in the 1990s, and we had to 
literally force the bureaucracies to 
contract with small business. It is like 
putting in reporting requirements. We 
are continuing that today. 

So once again, there is a web of op-
portunities, education, health care, the 
tax laws, all of these things, including 
contracting and access to the Federal 
and local government purchasing 
power that creates opportunities for 
small businesses. That is our agenda, 
and it’s a good agenda for America. It’s 
a good agenda for business. 

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Another piece 
of the legislation that we have passed 
through the House and the Senate, I 
believe, is taking it up tomorrow, is 
the HIRE Act, or the Hiring Incentives 
to Restore Employment Act, which in-
cludes tax cuts, again, for small busi-
nesses to invest, expand and hire more 
workers. It also takes on unemploy-
ment directly creating a payroll tax 
holiday for businesses that hire unem-
ployed workers to create, we hope, 
some 300,000 jobs in our country and an 
income tax credit of $100,000 for busi-
nesses that retain those employees. 
These tax cuts and credits are going to 
help our small businesses grow and 
push our unemployment rate down. 

As I said, the Senate is considering 
this, I believe, tomorrow. So we will 
look forward to the Senate’s passing 
that legislation and again getting that 
out to help our small businesses 
throughout this community. 

As a consequence of our recession, 
small businesses are hesitant to invest 
in expansion in the current economic 
climate. So to encourage those invest-
ments, we must continue to offer those 
tax incentives to give our small busi-
nesses the comfort they need to have 
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to move forward and to grow their 
businesses, and, again, going back to 
making sure access to capital is there, 
the tax incentives, the MEP programs, 
even as our colleague from California 
talked about, the education facilities 
and making sure that there is a con-
nection between our small businesses 
and our education institutes. 

b 1915 

So that is an important piece that we 
can’t forget about. There needs to be 
that good connection. I think many of 
our pieces of legislation are working to 
make sure that connection is there 
that wasn’t always there. Sometimes 
there is a disconnect between what 
happens in the university setting and 
research and what happens in our man-
ufacturing facilities. And I think we 
have worked really hard in some of our 
legislation, and we will again in our 
America Competes legislation that we 
are bringing now through the Science 
and Tech Committee that many of us 
sit on, we will be working to make sure 
that that connection is there. So it is 
another important piece. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Let me give you a 
very brief example of that connection. 

The community colleges across this 
Nation are one of the very best places 
for people to get specific job training. 
When the community college is con-
nected to the business communities, 
the business community can directly 
affect the educational program that 
that community college is providing, 
making the education pertinent to the 
employer so that when that employee 
finishes or when that worker finishes 
the community college program, they 
are specifically ready. 

I was listening this last weekend 
when I was back in California to a local 
radio station talking about the way in 
which the community college and the 
employers are working together to edu-
cate unemployed construction workers, 
preparing them for the solar industry 
so that they knew how to install solar 
photovoltaic, so that they could be the 
salespersons, so that they can do the 
audits that are necessary, and those 
people would be immediately prepared. 
Now, the problem is the community 
colleges across this Nation are running 
out of money. 

Now, Mr. MILLER, the chairman of 
the Education and Labor Committee, 
has proposed a new piece of legislation 
called the Local Government Jobs Act, 
and it has $23 billion to directly go to 
the educational system so that they 
can hire the teachers, so that they can 
do the training in the community col-
leges to prepare workers for the new 
economy that is coming our direction. 
This is the kind of really important 
and useful legislation that is needed. 
Some 250,000 teachers would continue 
to be employed. 

And I was noticing in the Washington 
Post today, the headlines, the right- 
hand column, ‘‘Thousands face fur-
loughs; schools may lose millions.’’ 
That is repeated. That same headline 

was found in the Sacramento Bee and 
the Los Angeles Times in the last 
week. 

So we need to support the edu-
cational system so that unemployed 
workers have the opportunity to be-
come better prepared to take the jobs 
that will be there as these tax incen-
tives, the new economy kicks in, as we 
move to the green technologies and the 
green energy systems. There is a total-
ity here. There is a holistic approach. 

That is what the Democratic agenda 
provides: tax incentives, health care, 
education, purchasing power of the 
government made available to small 
businesses, bringing the new businesses 
on line. All of these things create a to-
tality that will restart our economy 
and keep us moving and take these 
workers that are now tax-takers on un-
employment insurance, some on wel-
fare, using the COBRA money that we 
provided through the American Recov-
ery Act, and let them become tax-
payers, building our economy once 
again. That is our agenda. 

Thank you so very, very much for 
bringing this small business agenda to 
the American public so that they un-
derstand that this party, the Demo-
cratic Party, is the party that is con-
cerned and is willing to use the power 
of government to restart our economy 
and to give small businesses an oppor-
tunity to prosper and grow. 

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. I thank the 
gentleman from California, who I know 
is very passionate about these issues. 
And we really appreciate your joining 
us tonight and being part of this dis-
cussion. 

I have said for years that a strong 
economy really begins with a strong 
education system. We have got to have 
our students ready. STEM education, 
all the different aspects of education 
need to be there to make a strong stu-
dent base that will then go on and be 
our next innovators and our next sci-
entists and our next artists, because we 
need all those different aspects of our 
culture. 

We have been joined by another 
member of our freshman class, from 
Florida. So representing the southern 
part of our country, I would like to 
now yield to the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. KOSMAS). 

Ms. KOSMAS. Thank you very much. 
I thank you for yielding and for 
hosting this important forum on small 
business. 

I appreciate the picture that has been 
painted here on the large issues nation-
ally and how they are affecting our 
economy, but I come to speak from a 
personal perspective as a person who 
has been a small business owner, self- 
employed my entire adult life. And 
that means that in my community, 
most of my friends and colleagues are 
also small business owners small- to 
medium-sized business owners, and I 
recognize the things that are impor-
tant to them. We recognize them, of 
course, as the engines of our economy. 

And what we know for sure is that, 
over the last decade, 70 percent of new 

jobs created in this country have been 
created through small businesses. That 
is why they are so critically important 
to us during this economic time. We 
want to ensure that they are able to 
survive and thrive, and I think we all 
are working together in order to make 
that happen. We recognize that the Re-
covery Act has been important to these 
small businesses and that measures 
have been introduced to help them 
have access to loans and to capital, but 
I know that in my district and in oth-
ers, businesses are still struggling in 
order to access the capital that they 
need in order to grow and add jobs. 

Just last week, I visited VaxDesign, 
which is a truly innovative biotech 
company, in my district, that wants to 
expand; but in order to do so, they are 
going to need to attract resources. And 
so what we really need to do is to take 
additional steps to open up the flow of 
capital to small businesses, and that is 
why I have introduced a bill that will 
eliminate the capital gains tax on 
long-term investments in small busi-
ness stock. We have done that so that 
innovative companies can attract the 
long-term investors that they need and 
grow new jobs. We all recognize that 
that is a very important part of what 
we are trying to do during this par-
ticular economic downturn. 

As was previously stated by Rep-
resentative DAHLKEMPER, the House 
has recently passed legislation that 
plays an important role in providing a 
payroll tax break for businesses and 
also a $1,000 credit for keeping new 
hirees on, and these are very important 
incentives. 

I have also introduced several other 
measures that I think are extremely 
important based on my experience in 
small business and my recognition of 
the issues that are important to them 
in my district. Some of these include 
incentives to encourage private sector 
investment in areas of high unemploy-
ment, which is a serious problem in 
many districts but about 12 percent in 
parts of my district. And while we have 
had these incentives in place in the 
past for low-income areas, we are now 
wanting to apply those incentives to 
high-unemployment areas. 

I have long suggested that we should 
allow sole proprietors of small busi-
nesses to be able to deduct the cost of 
their health care, which they are not 
currently able to do. This has the ben-
efit, of course, of providing them with 
a tax incentive but also encouraging 
them to have health care for them-
selves and their families. 

We have introduced legislation that 
increases the new business startup de-
duction from $5,000 to $20,000, and also 
a Shop Act which we introduced that 
allows small businesses to pool to-
gether to purchase insurance. 

Some of these, of course, will be 
taken care of in other ways and 
through other pieces of legislation, but 
they are important initiatives that I 
have personally taken on as part of my 
own agenda for my district. 
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We also passed an amendment to sup-

port the photonics industry through 
the Small Business Innovation and Re-
search Act, and this is very key to cen-
tral Florida, an area where that area is 
growing rapidly. 

These are some examples of what I 
call common sense, and they are bipar-
tisan solutions that I believe will help 
our small businesses spur investments 
and create jobs. And it would be my in-
tention to continue to work with my 
colleagues and to try to continue to 
find new ways to increase opportuni-
ties for small businesses to grow and to 
hire more folks in central Florida and 
across the country. 

I certainly am proud to be here this 
evening and concur with, as I say, the 
big picture that you have painted as to 
how small business is connected to the 
educational system, and the oppor-
tunity for innovation that grows out of 
small business is a very important 
component of how we see improving 
our educational system at all levels. 

So I thank you again for bringing 
this issue before us and for the oppor-
tunity to speak tonight. 

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. I thank my 
friend from Florida for joining us. And 
one of the, I think, encouraging things 
that I have seen, we are all new Mem-
bers here, but many of the new Mem-
bers who came in in 2009 and also that 
came in in 2007 were small business 
owners at one point in their life and 
understand the issues that small busi-
nesses have to deal with. That actually 
gives great comfort to my small busi-
ness owners back home when I tell 
them that we have actually started 
this Small Business Owners Caucus to 
talk about the issues from the small 
business owner perspective as we deal 
with legislation. And I think it is just 
important for people to understand the 
issues are different for small businesses 
than large businesses, and our agenda, 
the things that we have been talking 
about tonight, I think, bring forward 
the fact that we realize that and we are 
taking many steps here within our 
Democratic agenda to address those 
small business issues. 

Mr. TONKO. Representative DAHL-
KEMPER, you know, you and our col-
league from Florida sparked a thought 
as you were both talking about innova-
tion and small business creation. 

To the credit of the leadership in the 
House—and I have to credit Speaker 
PELOSI for really advancing the innova-
tion economy. She believes in that in-
vestment. She understands that jobs 
are the greatest issue that are out 
there challenging this country in terms 
of providing the support that is re-
quired. 

This Monday before I traveled here to 
the Nation’s capital, while still in my 
district, I was invited to attend the 
10th anniversary celebration of Super-
Power, which is now producing all 
sorts of demonstrations in the high- 
temperature superconductive cable 
market. 

As we talk about this energy system 
in our country, as we talk about cre-

ating our own American-produced sup-
plies of power, we also need to remem-
ber there is a delivery system that 
needs our investment. The trans-
mission and distribution system, the 
arteries and veins of the network, if 
you will, has been designed for monop-
oly settings. And as we have deregged 
in this industry, we now find that this 
country is not only wielding electrons 
from region to region but across State 
borders, across country borders as we 
look at importing power supplies from 
Canada. 

So all that being said, the August 
2003 failure that impacted the north-
east of the United States, the eastern 
seacoast, States along the eastern sea-
board, southeast Canada, millions, tens 
of millions of people in a blackout situ-
ation for days, if that didn’t expose a 
gaping vulnerability of a weakness in 
this Nation, I don’t know what would. 
So we need to invest in that delivery 
system. That is critical. 

SuperPower, celebrating its 10th an-
niversary, is there producing high-tem-
perature superconductive cable far 
more efficient than conventional cable 
where multiple times more electrons 
can be transmitted along the line. 

As we look at the agenda in this 
country, there is no room for waste. I 
talked earlier about the gluttonous de-
pendency on fossil-based fuels. If we 
can improve efficiencywise, we are 
going to be all the sounder as a Nation. 
So these great researchers and sci-
entists are developing this cable. 

They had in their display, at the 
Schenectady Museum for their 10th an-
niversary celebration, a piece of the 
cable that was used as a demonstration 
project in the city of Albany, New 
York, which proved successful. Now the 
work is to further develop so that we 
can commercialize this discovery and 
that we can drive down the cost so that 
it is truly an economic benefit. That is 
where R&D comes into play. It is all of 
that investment. 

I truly believe that we, as a country, 
when investing in these efforts, create 
jobs from the trades on over to the 
Ph.D.’s. And when I looked at that, I 
realized that, here we have been invest-
ing. I was there at the front end of in-
vestment when we put down a bit of in-
vestment for capital purchases, for 
equipment for this startup. Now, 10 
years later, they are doing great work. 
They are breaking their own records 
and are being recognized nationally 
and internationally. 

So that has inspired me, along with 
conversations with small business 
innovators, entrepreneurs that are 
doing the same sort of signs and dis-
covery that will change our response 
and responsiveness to a number of 
challenges out there. 

I have introduced a bill that deals 
with the small business innovators. 
They are oftentimes in situations, sce-
narios that are high risk but high re-
ward. And the angel network and the 
venture capital community even in 
this tough economy, especially in this 

tough economy, is somewhat skittish 
about going out there, lending to them 
on their own. 

b 1930 

So government has a role here to 
soften that blow in those high-risk but 
high-reward situations. My bill would 
take the 2007–2008 success stories with 
the Department of Energy, where phase 
one and phase two investments have 
been made. Investments in proto-
typing. You develop an idea, you bring 
an idea to the table, you convince DOE 
it’s a good project, and you develop 
that prototype. And then you test it. 
And there are many success stories 
where they have built the prototype 
and it met the test. But then we don’t 
do the next and final stage, the third 
stage, which is invest to deploy it to 
commercialization. My measure would 
take those 2007–2008 success stories 
and—standing as inspiration is Super-
Power. Ten years into it, they’re 
breaking their own records. They’re 
getting into demonstrations that have 
now been proven successful. We need to 
continue to invest. Now is not the time 
to walk away from that system. We 
need to invest in it. Certainly, we have 
potential that is limitless, and we need 
to go forward, and it responds to those 
present-day and future needs of this 
Nation and does it in magnanimous 
measure that produces jobs in every 
element, every sector of the workforce. 

So these are the great investments. 
Just like we’re investing in community 
colleges—where we’ll have before us in 
the near future measures to invest in 
community colleges. One of my local 
community colleges is investing in 
clean room science technology. So that 
as we develop these ‘‘clean’’ rooms 
with the nanoscience industry with 
chips that are manufactured, they can 
then be coupled with everything from 
agriculture as an industry to the phar-
maceutical industry to health care to 
energy. There’s great potential there. 
And these are partnerships that need 
to be fostered by the government. This 
is a role where the government can 
produce jobs, because they’re removing 
some of the risk, and they’re there be-
cause all society benefits from these 
opportunities. They’re great bits of dis-
covery. 

And to SuperPower, I publicly want 
to thank them for 10 years of a success 
story. And I know they’re going to go 
on to even greater things where we can 
apply this into high-efficiency situa-
tions. Think of it. As we begin to grow 
our renewables out there with solar ar-
rays, with solar farms, with wind 
farms, we are then able to take direct 
current cable, where there’s a hundred 
percent efficiency, no line loss. So as 
you’re taking that generated energy, 
American-produced energy, you’re now 
making certain there’s no loss of that 
product in its delivery mode. And we’re 
all prospering from that. 

These are the opportunities we’re 
talking about. They were put on the 
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back burner. MEP was told, You don’t 
need to be funded any more. Manufac-
turing doesn’t need our attention. 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth. We need to invest in these indus-
tries. And we can do it because we have 
the know-how. We invest through high-
er education, we invest through ap-
prenticeships with our trade unions. 
We do all of this investing, but then we 
need to provide the hope. And the hope 
comes in a job—in a business that’s 
produced that translates into jobs. 

Let’s do it. Let’s do it in a progres-
sive, visionary way that enables all of 
us to prosper. And I’m so impressed 
that the Democrats are putting to-
gether a strategic plan that ranges 
from health care reform to job creation 
to incentives and tax relief and credit 
line opening, dealing with that credit 
crunch and putting together the work-
force training. These are the elements. 
These are the tools in the toolkit that 
will take us to a new era of job cre-
ation—some jobs not yet on the radar 
screen. That’s the remarkable bit of 
visioning here, of public policy devel-
opment and resources that are put to-
gether in the budget. 

So I can’t thank you enough for the 
small business passion that you bring 
to this House, Representative DAHL-
KEMPER. Your track record as a small 
business person is that inspiration for 
you to then influence us in putting to-
gether packages that allow us to pro-
vide that opportunity from coast-to- 
coast for this great country. 

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Well, Rep-
resentative TONKO, I want to thank you 
because you have a lot of passion for 
small businesses and for job creation. 
You have been a great leader in our 
class and in this Congress. I’m excited 
about some of the new pieces of legisla-
tion I’ve heard about just here to-
night—pieces of legislation that are 
coming out of the Democrats, coming 
out of particularly the freshman class 
of the Democrats, who I think have 
come to Washington with great ideas 
and with great solutions with how we 
can move forward. 

You know, it was said that the Iro-
quois Indians, when they would make 
decisions, looked seven generations 
out. I’m not sure we’re quite seven gen-
erations out, but we’re looking out be-
yond next year, beyond the next elec-
tion. We’re looking out to the future 
and what is the best future for our 
country and how do we get there. We 
have to make sure we continue to 
make things in this country, as I know 
you and I both believe very strongly. 
We have to be innovators. We have to 
be the first in finding the new solutions 
to these issues that are huge but are so 
very important as we move our coun-
try forward. 

Mr. TONKO. Representative DAHL-
KEMPER, I know that you’ve brought 
students to town. They’ve come from 
Pennsylvania from your district to 
visit. Today, I greeted students from 
Brown School in Schenectady, and as 
luck would have it, they came across 

the Speaker. The Speaker had seen 
them in Statuary Hall, where all of 
these great figures remind us of leaders 
of this great country in our formative 
years, in our beginning years, where 
they spoke to a vision for the future. 
They are now those heroes that devel-
oped a strong sense of our past. 

As she shared her thoughts with the 
students, she said to these eighth-grad-
ers, These are the giants that led us to 
today, but you’re talking to Represent-
atives here that are going to do the 
same thing. They’re going to take us 
into the future. And the students un-
derstood. They understood that what 
we’re doing here today is developing 
opportunity for them in a career path, 
in an education curve that will take 
them to higher ground and in job cre-
ation that will be there for them. 

That is the challenge to each and 
every one of us as legislators—not to 
walk away from the crisis. A crisis is a 
terrible thing to waste. We have an op-
portunity here to take an economy 
that crumbled because of the lack of 
regulatory aspects, the lack of stew-
ardship, the lack of watchdogs that 
could have kept it into working order. 
As that collapsed, this President of-
fered a Recovery Act, and it stopped 
the bleeding. Now the awesome task is 
to build the economy we believe is 
strongest, that will be most responsive 
to the needs of this Nation. And when 
we look at it the investment in tech-
nology from health care, with all sorts 
of record-keeping done with tech-
nology, to education, wiring— 
hardwiring our communities with 
broadband and communications, cre-
ating opportunities, and energy genera-
tion and energy transmission, smart 
grids, smart metering—all of these op-
portunities that were denied are now 
front and center. 

And so it’s been a pleasure to join 
with you this evening to talk about not 
only growing out of this recession with 
soundness, but developing small busi-
ness. Jobs, jobs, and hope for America’s 
people. Thank you so much for your 
leadership. It’s a great freshman class 
and I’m proud to be a part of it. 

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. It is a great 
freshman class. We have leaders in the 
great freshman class who will take us 
to that future and to the future that 
those students are looking forward to. 
I want to thank you all and all of my 
freshman colleagues who have joined 
me. 

I do want to share just a few exam-
ples of some successful small busi-
nesses from my district, the Third Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania. Ibis Tek is a vet-
eran-owned small business located in 
Saxonburg, specializing in products 
and accessories critical to the defense 
industry. Ibis Tek designs, manufac-
tures, and tests important equipment 
such as transparent armor solutions 
for tactical and security vehicles; radio 
and video communication for un-
manned ground vehicles; and emer-
gency rescue devices for quick vehicle 
access and rescue. It’s one of the many 

companies in my district that are pro-
viding quality equipment to keep our 
troops safe. And for having been both 
in Iraq an Afghanistan over this past 
year, we certainly want to do every-
thing we can to keep our troops safe. 
I’m just very proud that a company in 
my district is working on the latest in-
novation that’s going to help do that. 

Combined Systems is located in 
Jamestown. It’s an engineering, manu-
facturing, and supply company of tac-
tical munitions and crowd control de-
vices globally that is given to law en-
forcement, corrections, and homeland 
security agencies. It is not only in de-
fense that small businesses in western 
Pennsylvania are excelling. CCL Con-
tainer in Hermitage is a leading manu-
facturer of recyclable aluminum prod-
ucts. They produce recyclable aerosol 
cans, aluminum bottles, barrier sys-
tems, and other specialty aluminum 
packaging. Since 1991, CCL Containers 
has been creating innovative solutions 
for product packaging that can be 
found in just about every home, from 
your beverages, cleaning products, hair 
products, and any number of goods that 
come in packages, using recycled alu-
minum, which is really great as we 
look to our future. 

Just last December, a new small 
business came to Erie, Pennsylvania— 
Donjon Shipbuilding and Repair. Don-
jon Marine Company chose our region 
to expand their business because of the 
strong manufacturing base and exper-
tise that I know you have in your re-
gion in New York State also. They’re a 
welcome addition to Erie’s business 
community and to a revitalization of 
using the lake that we have in front of 
us. 

Finally, I’d like to highlight a small 
business in my district that’s been 
serving our community since 1876, 
Hodge Foundry. You’re going to be ex-
cited about that because they’re actu-
ally working in the wind industry pro-
ducing the castings for those very large 
poles that go up to the windmills. With 
130 years of expertise, they produce 
some of the world’s largest engineered 
iron castings right in my home district 
in Mercer County. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s small businesses 
like these that build the products and 
create jobs that change people’s lives 
and move our economy forward. We 
must act swiftly here in Congress to 
enact legislation that will help our ex-
isting small businesses grow and hire 
new workers. We must create pathways 
for startups and entrepreneurs to turn 
their ideas into those successful busi-
nesses that I just mentioned and my 
colleagues have mentioned tonight. 
Small businesses are our investment in 
our communities and our entire Na-
tion. I urge my colleagues to support 
the robust and strategic Democratic 
small business agenda that will help 
our businesses gain access to capital, 
create jobs, and develop the tech-
nologies and innovations that will 
move America forward. 
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It’s very exciting to be here at this 

point in our history. I think our fresh-
man class is a big part of the forward 
movement in this great agenda that we 
have. So I thank my colleagues, and I 
yield the rest of my time. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. BURGESS) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. BURGESS. I thank the Speaker 
for the recognition. Well, here we are, 
Tuesday night, Washington, D.C., 20 
minutes until eight o’clock in the 
evening. What a day we have had here 
in the Capitol. Mr. Speaker, many of 
your constituents and my constituents 
probably tried to call our offices today 
to register how they felt about this 
health care bill. I know I have been en-
couraging people, whether they agree 
with me or not, whether they think I’m 
spot on or all wet, I have been encour-
aging people to call and let Congress 
know what you think about this mas-
sive government takeover of one-sev-
enth of our Nation’s economy. And peo-
ple have responded. They have been 
calling. 

But today they were met with either 
busy signals or interminable rings, be-
cause apparently the House switch-
board was overwhelmed with the calls 
that were coming in. I will tell you I 
was concerned because I called my 
number for my office and got a busy 
signal, and yet walking around in the 
office, certainly not all of the phones 
were in use. So apparently this prob-
lem that Americans have encountered 
all afternoon has been one that has at 
its root and its cause in the antiquated 
House switchboard. I do hope the 
Speaker, I hope the Architect of the 
Capitol, and the Capitol business man-
ager, will take that into account, be-
cause clearly, clearly we need to be 
able to hear from our constituents 
when we have such important legisla-
tion coming up to the floor. 

So where are we as we work through 
this? Are we in the last throes? Are we 
still in for a long, hard slog? We have 
heard terms like the final push, the 
final stretch, the 5-yard line. President 
Obama, Speaker PELOSI, and Majority 
Leader REID have ignored calls by cer-
tainly every Republican, by many 
Democrats, many independent Ameri-
cans, and just the American people in 
general, to really put the breaks on 
this current bill and to look at some of 
those things that people really want to 
see done, and do those. 

We don’t have a lot of credibility 
right now in the United States Con-
gress. Recent polls I think today put it 
around 17 percent. No one trusts us 
with a 1,000-page bill that we passed 
out of committee last July 31. They 
darn sure didn’t trust us with a 2,000- 
page bill that the Speaker’s office 
came up with in October and that we 

passed in this House in early Novem-
ber. They darn sure didn’t trust the 
2,700-page bill that passed in the Sen-
ate on Christmas Eve. And they sure 
don’t trust what they see as a very dif-
ficult, tortured process that is now 
working its way through the House. 
And the reason they’re having to resort 
to such legislative hijinks is because 
fundamentally this is a flawed bill. 
This is a bad bill. And it didn’t have to 
be this way. 

Look, most of us went home during 
August. We did our summer town halls, 
as we always do. We were all, I think, 
somewhat astonished at the outpouring 
of the American people just showing up 
on a hot Saturday morning in Texas to 
stand in a parking lot and listen to 
their Representative and question their 
Representative about what they saw 
happening up on Capitol Hill. To be 
sure, cap-and-trade was in the news 
those days; to be sure, the stimulus bill 
was in the news those days. But they 
were most concerned about this mas-
sive takeover of health care. Most of 
the questions dealt with that. And it 
wasn’t like they didn’t want to see 
anything done. But they didn’t trust us 
to overhaul the entire system with one 
massive bill. 

b 1945 

Sure, they want some help with pre-
existing conditions. Yeah, they’d like 
to see people be able to buy across 
State lines and bring some cost down. 
Maybe some liability reform would be 
nice. Boy, wouldn’t it be great if 
COBRA was a little more flexible. 
These were the things we heard. When 
we came back in September, I thought, 
okay, rewind, pause, slow this thing 
down, and let’s look at it. Maybe let’s 
work together. Maybe Republicans and 
Democrats can kind of come to some 
common ground because every Demo-
crat was hearing the same stuff I was 
hearing. And I know that because I saw 
it on the evening news. I saw the 
YouTube clips. Their town halls in 
Florida, their town halls in Arkansas, 
their town halls in Michigan were ex-
actly the same as the town halls that 
were going on in north Texas. There 
was no difference. 

But instead in September, we come 
to a joint session of the House and the 
Senate. The President came and ad-
dressed us, and it was nothing of the 
sort that we’re going to rework this 
process. We weren’t going to check the 
weather. We’re going to fly anyway, 
full speed ahead. Let’s get this thing 
done. I think I heard it said again to-
night in the discussion that just pre-
ceded us, A crisis is a terrible thing to 
waste; so let’s take this economic cri-
sis that we’re in and force this health 
care bill on the American people. They 
don’t know what’s good for them, but 
we do; and this is what they’re going to 
get. 

It is a terrible bill. It’s a flawed bill. 
It’s a very tortured process. I’m going 
to do everything in my power to stop 
it, but it may become law. And if it 

does, we need to know what’s in it, and 
we need to know then what our next 
steps are to deal with those bad provi-
sions that are contained within the 
bill. 

I’ve been joined tonight on the floor 
by a gentleman that I’ve come to ad-
mire during my time in Congress. He 
has been a leader on this issue and on 
the committee in which we jointly 
serve, Energy and Commerce, and here 
on the House floor. JOHN, did you have 
some thoughts you wanted to share 
with us tonight? 

Mr. SHADEGG. I do. I want to thank 
the gentleman for conducting this spe-
cial hour, and I want to talk about a 
number of issues that you have already 
referenced. Number one, health care re-
form: I certainly think we need health 
care reform. I know you do. I know 
that we believe that while the current 
system provides very high-quality 
health care, it often denies people ac-
cess. But I want to talk a little bit 
about what’s in the bill as well. The 
gentleman talked about this massive 
takeover. 

One of the things that stuns me more 
than anything else—and I know that 
you find this confusing—is that the 
proponents of this bill say that Repub-
licans are defending the health insur-
ance companies in America. Really? 
Really? This bill says that we’re going 
to enact a mandate, an individual man-
date compelling every American to buy 
health insurance from the health insur-
ance companies that are selling them 
health insurance now. Huh? I’m sorry, 
I find that a little confusing. 

There is an individual mandate that 
says if this bill passes and becomes 
law, as the Speaker would like to do 
this week, you—every single American, 
every American listening tonight— 
must go out and buy health insurance 
from the very health insurance compa-
nies that are ripping us off right now. 
Why? Why in God’s name would we 
want to force Americans to buy health 
insurance from the same health insur-
ance companies that are ripping us off 
right now? 

This is a massive subsidy to those 
health insurance companies. It’s a law. 
It will be the law of the land that says, 
you must, whether you want to or not, 
buy a government-approved health in-
surance plan from one of the companies 
selling health insurance right now. If 
they were doing a great job of selling 
health insurance right now, wouldn’t 
the cost be affordable? Wouldn’t they 
be holding down cost? Wouldn’t they be 
giving us good service? Wouldn’t they 
not be cheating us? I’ve got to tell you, 
I don’t know any Republican who 
thinks that it’s a great idea to compel 
people to buy health insurance from 
the same insurance companies that are 
selling us health insurance now. And 
yet that’s what the individual mandate 
in this bill does. 

I guess they like it because it has 
been applied in Massachusetts. In Mas-
sachusetts they passed a mandate like 
this. They said that every single person 
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