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Madam Speaker, if we ignore the 

basic requirements of the Constitution, 
whether by disregarding procedural re-
straints or overstepping our congres-
sional authority by dictating people’s 
health insurance, we will descend from 
the freedom of democracy toward the 
tyranny of a dictatorship. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, Medicare will be expanded. 
Medicaid will be expanded to allow 
more people to be insured. Our children 
will have more health insurance. It will 
be a major change for America—a posi-
tive change. It is interesting that every 
time America makes a historic and 
catastrophic change for the better, 
there are large voices of opposition— 
confused voices; voices without the 
facts. I’m reminded of the history of 
the 1964 Civil Rights Act and the 1965 
Voting Rights Act. They did not pass 
with large margins. The Dixiecrats 
raised their voices in opposition. Afri-
cans Americans, Negroes, should be 
second-class citizens forever. 

It is time now for the courageous to 
recognize that Americans cannot be 
second class and third class in the cli-
mate of needing health insurance. That 
they must be able to go to hospitals 
and not be kicked out; that they must 
be able to get insurance without saying 
you have a preexisting disease; that 
women cannot be discriminated 
against. 

Where’s the courage to stand up as 
we did in the time when African Ameri-
cans needed their freedom? It is now 
time to free others who do not have 
health insurance. Do you have the 
courage to make these hard decisions 
when others are chatting away, saying 
the wrong thing? It is time to pass 
health care reform. I want to stand 
with the courageous on behalf of the 
American people. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. BISHOP of Utah asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speak-
er, it is very difficult to criticize a bill 
that is still being put together behind 
closed doors. But we do know that it is 
more about consolidation of power in 
Washington than about real health re-
form for the American people. We also 
know that a poor process always equals 
poor public policy, and the procedural 
shenanigans being proposed by the 
Speaker and Democratic leaders to slip 
this past the American people make all 
of Lucy Ricardo’s schemes to be a part 
of Ricky’s show look like clear and log-
ical plans of action. This also would be 
a comedy if it wasn’t such a tragedy 
for the American people. 

Madam Speaker, my State has al-
ready instituted real health care solu-

tions that deal with our demographics 
and give people options in the State of 
Utah. All of our efforts will be de-
stroyed if this one-size-fits-all, trillion- 
dollar tragedy is actually passed here 
on the House floor. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. TERRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TERRY. There will be no 
straight up-and-down vote on a health 
care bill. Instead, the leadership has 
chosen a procedural trick to insert the 
Senate bill into a rule deeming the 
Senate bill passed. So if you vote for 
the rule, you are voting for the 
Cornhusker kickback, the Louisiana 
purchase, and language that allows 
funds to flow to abortions. What won’t 
be in this bill is the Terry bill or 
amendment that allows people to join 
the same health care plans that we 
have as Members of Congress. Why? Be-
cause it’s not controlled by the govern-
ment and its bureaucrats. 

Yes, this is about government con-
trol, where bureaucrats and Congress 
will be in control of your health care. 
And somehow the leadership and au-
thors of these tricks in this bill wonder 
why the American people don’t want 
this bill. 

f 

b 1430 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. FRANKS of Arizona asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam 
Speaker, to paraphrase James Agee, 
‘‘In every child who is born, under no 
matter what circumstances, and of no 
matter what parents, the potentiality 
of the entire human race is born all 
over again.’’ The Democrats say com-
passion is the fundamental motivation 
behind this government takeover bill. 
But if compassion was the motivation, 
Madam Speaker, Democrat leadership 
would not be so doggedly determined to 
include the increased taxpayer-funded 
murder of little unborn children in this 
bill. Nothing so completely destroys 
the notion that this bill is about com-
passion than the arrogant disenfran-
chisement of those who are helpless 
and have no voice. It is an unspeakable 
disgrace. 

Madam Speaker, it is obvious that 
Democrats are determined to ram this 
bill down the throats of the American 
people using the so-called Slaughter 
solution, a shameless political gim-
mick that would avoid even an up-or- 
down vote on the bill. But if they do, 
Madam Speaker, the world will know 
that it was never about compassion, 
and Democrats will find that they have 
dangerously underestimated the Amer-
ican people. 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. CONAWAY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CONAWAY. Madam Speaker, 
later this week the Speaker is going to 
ask the House to take the final vote on 
health care reform, including the Sen-
ate health care bill. The Senate bill 
contains such rarified legislative com-
promises as the Cornhusker kickback, 
the Louisiana purchase, and Gator aid, 
and for the first time ever, it allows for 
Federal funding for abortions. Never-
theless, the Speaker has asked us to 
vote on it. I understand my Democratic 
colleagues are being assured that the 
Senate will take up the bill of fixes if 
the House will simply just pass their 
underlying reform bill. 

I offer a word of caution to my 
friends on the other side of the aisle: 
once you pass their bill, there is not a 
guarantee that can be made that will 
force the Senate Democrats to take up 
your fixed bill and pass it. The bill that 
passed out of the Senate satisfies 59 
sitting Senators, all of whom voted for 
it. The compromise that will pass out 
of this House will please far fewer. 
Simple logic tells us that the Senate 
Democrats do not have a real and abid-
ing interest in bailing out House Demo-
crats for having passed the Senate bill. 
Of course, simple logic has never really 
been a part of this debate. 

Madam Speaker, my Democratic col-
leagues are playing a game of chicken 
with the United States Senate. In the 
end, the President might just go ahead 
and sign this Senate bill into law, 
along with the Cornhusker kickback, 
Louisiana purchase, Gator aid and 
abortion funding, and every other 
twisted deal jumbled into this mess. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FLEMING. Madam Speaker, of 
this massive almost 3,000-page bill, 
there is not one thing that lowers cost; 
not one. A recent Heritage Foundation 
article focused on the fact that the 
health care system is fraught with per-
verse economic incentives that gen-
erate artificially high and rapidly in-
creasing spending. This system does 
nothing to incentivize the doctor, the 
patient or the insurance company, let 
alone the Federal Government, to 
spend the health care dollars effi-
ciently. However, I’m not suggesting 
that patients have to bear higher out- 
of-pocket costs. By this, the doctor and 
the patient must be reengaged, how-
ever, with the cost of their care. And 
how can we do that? 

One amendment that we have tried 
to get into this bill a number of times 
and has failed is a robust system of 
health savings accounts for all. This 
way, we get to have our cake and eat it 
too. By that I mean that a portion of 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 23:34 Mar 16, 2010 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00022 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K16MR7.034 H16MRPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
B

9S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1465 March 16, 2010 
the insurance premiums should be put 
into a special medical spending ac-
count for those on all government and 
private insurance programs who would, 
in turn, be able to use tax-free funds 
for discretionary health care pur-
chases. This would be the first step in 
turning patients into savvy health care 
consumers. As they save money for 
themselves, they will save it for the 
health care system at large, thus bend-
ing the cost curve downward. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, yester-
day I held a town hall in Statesville, 
North Carolina, to hear from my con-
stituents about health care reform. 
One thing was abundantly clear: they 
do not want this bill, and they’re sick 
and tired of the backroom deals and 
provisions that have characterized this 
process. They wanted health care re-
form, but they were vehemently op-
posed to the Senate bill. 

My constituents are asking me, If 
this is such a wonderful bill, why is the 
majority resorting to tricks and 
sleight of hand to get it passed? If this 
bill is so great, why not have a regular 
vote? The answer is simple: this is not 
a bill the American people want. Some 
Members acknowledge that. 

Madam Speaker, we should listen to 
the American people. We should take 
an incremental approach to health care 
reform that the American people can 
support. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. ROSKAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROSKAM. Madam Speaker, as we 
are here today on the House floor, at 
this very moment the Democratic lead-
ership of the House of Representatives 
is smiling and dialing. They are calling 
Members of Congress on the other side 
of the aisle, cajoling them and coaxing 
them and urging them to do the equiv-
alent of really political bungee jump-
ing, but they don’t know how long the 
cord is. They are saying, You be the 
first one to jump off. We’re going to 
vote for this Senate bill, and you are 
going to trust in the Senate to take it 
up and fix it. Or alternatively, even 
worse, we’re not going to have a final 
vote on this bill. 

Can you imagine a process that is 
this manipulated that is at this high 
stakes, literally the Federal Govern-
ment taking over one-sixth of the econ-
omy really in the twinkling of an eye? 
And it is as if the Democratic leaders 
are telling the American public, Oh, 
look, we have got a wonderful plan for 
your life. You are just going to love it. 
We are going to vote on it, and then 
we’ll let you read it. 

Madam Speaker, we can do better. 
The American public demands that we 
do better, to vote ‘‘no’’ and start over. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. GOODLATTE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in strong opposition to not 
only the Democrats’ health care pro-
posal but to the outrageous process by 
which the majority intends to ram this 
bill through the House while denying 
Members of Congress an up-or-down 
vote on the bill. This morning’s Cin-
cinnati Enquirer declared what Ameri-
cans all over this country are saying: 
‘‘This disgusting process, which Demo-
crats brazenly wish to bring to conclu-
sion this week, is being done with little 
regard for the opinions of a clear ma-
jority of Americans who, while they 
may believe health care reform is nec-
essary, think this particular approach 
will take our Nation down the wrong 
economic path.’’ 

American families want health care 
reform that will expand access and 
choices and decrease costs. The Demo-
crats’ health care bill includes tax in-
creases, Medicare cuts, job-killing 
mandates, and higher premiums. This 
bill is nothing more than the same gov-
ernment-run insurance mandates and 
taxes the American people have over-
whelmingly rejected. This bill must be 
killed. We must start over. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, when 
I was driving into work last Friday, I 
heard the Governor of Arizona on the 
news saying that her State already 
faces its biggest deficit ever, over $3 
billion. She said they had calculated 
that the health care bill would cost an 
additional $4 billion that they simply 
do not have. 

Because Tennessee already covers 
more than most States, our Demo-
cratic Governor, nonetheless, said it 
would cost out State from $750 million 
up to $3 billion more. Most States are 
in far worse shape than Tennessee or 
Arizona, yet much of this bill is paid 
for by forcing millions more onto State 
and Medicaid rolls. In yesterday’s 
Washington Post, columnist Robert 
Samuelson said the bill ‘‘evades health 
care’s major problems and would wors-
en the budget outlook.’’ He wrote that 
‘‘It’s a big new spending program when 
government hasn’t paid for the spend-
ing programs it already has.’’ 

Madam Speaker, even if this program 
were the greatest thing since sliced 
bread, the fact is that we simply can-
not afford it. 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. HARPER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HARPER. Madam Speaker, late 
last night, the House Budget Com-
mittee approved the reconciliation 
shell bill with two Democratic Mem-
bers joining all Republicans in oppos-
ing this enormous entitlement expan-
sion, and we still do not know what 
changes the Speaker will bring for-
ward. 

The President has asked Congress to 
hold an up-or-down vote on the Sen-
ate’s so-called health care reform pro-
posal. Let’s have that vote. The Presi-
dent has argued the Democrats need 
courage to pass this one-size-fits-all 
government takeover of health care. 
But where’s the courage in hiding be-
hind procedural chaos like the Slaugh-
ter solution? No matter what anyone 
says, a ‘‘yes’’ vote on the reconcili-
ation bill is a vote for the Senate’s 
flawed trillion-dollar bill containing 
kickbacks, like the Cornhusker kick-
back and the Louisiana purchase, and 
allows for Federal funding for abortion. 

The bottom line is this health care 
bill is so bad that the Democrats have 
to resort to trickery. I will not support 
a bill that will increase families’ insur-
ance premiums and force hundreds of 
millions of dollars in unfunded man-
dates to my home State of Mississippi. 
I will not support this abusive use of 
the reconciliation process, and I will 
not support the bogus procedures that 
are being used to hide from the Amer-
ican people. I urge you to oppose this 
legislation. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, 
this year I replaced town hall meetings 
in my district with listening sessions. I 
go to hear what my constituents have 
to teach me and to teach this body. 
They want us to know that the process 
matters to them. Some of my col-
leagues like to say that it doesn’t 
make any difference, but my constitu-
ents know that when legislation is ne-
gotiated in the backroom, that Amer-
ica loses. They know that in the back 
rooms, stimulus bills turn into pork 
bills, bailout bills turn into just more 
debt, and energy bills turn into taxes. 

Today, hundreds of Americans are 
walking the halls of this building, ask-
ing us to stop this outrageous govern-
ment takeover of health care and take 
health reform step by step and struc-
ture a system that lets them out of 
this broken system, not locks them 
into it permanently. I hear them, 
Madam Speaker, and I certainly hope 
that this Chamber hears them. 
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