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Chile and the United States have a
long-standing and important partner-
ship. It is one of mutual respect and
understanding. Both countries under-
stand their democratic and economic
prosperity are aligned, and that we
need to work together for our mutual
benefit. The Congressional Hispanic
Caucus has worked to build on this re-
lationship by recognizing the rich cul-
tural heritage both nations share.

As chairman of the CHC’s task force
on commerce and international rela-
tions, I am committed to working with
my colleagues to strengthen our rela-
tions with our neighbors in the West-
ern Hemisphere.
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The devastating disaster that has
struck Chile is a humanitarian impera-
tive requiring immediate action. Mil-
lions of families have lost their home
or been displaced by the gigantic earth-
quake and the following tsunami and
strong aftershocks. Hundreds have died
and many are still missing. Hundreds
of thousands of families in Chile re-
main without running water or power.

The United States has been quick to
respond to President Bachelet’s call for
help and is providing much-needed
equipment to reestablish communica-
tion and has deployed two C-130 cargo
planes to help transport humanitarian
cargo. The United States stands ready
to provide whatever additional aid is
necessary to help the victims of this
natural disaster. We have seen the gen-
erosity of the American people during
the recent disaster in Haiti, and I am
confident that spirit of generosity will
also be extended to the people of Chile.

In closing, I want to say that the res-
olution recounts the tragic events that
have unfolded in Chile so I will not
read it again. The resolution reaffirms
the House of Representatives’ commit-
ment to the people of Chile to aid in
their speedy recovery. We applaud the
resolve and the resilience of those af-
fected by the earthquake. The people of
Chile on other occasions have come to-
gether to help their friends and neigh-
bors rebuild. Today we want to assure
them that we will stand by their side
to help as they recover from this trag-
edy.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
this important resolution.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I want to thank Mr. HINOJOSA
for his leadership on this important
resolution, and I thank my colleague
from Florida.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
CONNOLLY) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1144.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———————

SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING AS-
SISTANCE TO MEXICO IN FIGHT
AGAINST DRUG VIOLENCE

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res.
1032) expressing the sense of the House
of Representatives that the United
States should continue to assist the
Mexican Government in fighting the
drug cartels and curbing violence
against Mexican and United States
citizens, both in the United States and
abroad, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1032

Whereas Mr. Agustin Roberto ‘‘Bobby”’
Salcedo, a United States citizen and resident
of California, was senselessly murdered on
December 31, 2009, at the young age of 33
while vacationing with his family in the city
of Gomez Palacio, Durango, Mexico;

Whereas Bobby Salcedo was a rising star in
the community, had just been elected to his
second term as a member of the El Monte
City School Board, and served as the vice
principal and football coach at his alma
mater, Mountain View High School;

Whereas Bobby Salcedo was studying for
his doctorate in educational leadership at
the University of California, Los Angeles,
after having earned his bachelor’s degree in
history from California State University,
Long Beach, and a master’s degree in edu-
cational administration from California
State University, San Bernardino;

Whereas Bobby Salcedo, the son of immi-
grant parents, sought to chart a better
course for his entire community, serving as
a local leader for such organizations as the
South El Monte/Gomez Palacio, Durango,
Mexico Sister City Organization;

Whereas, on December 31, 2009, Mr. Salcedo
was having dinner in Mexico in a restaurant
with family and friends when a group of
armed and masked men burst in and forcibly
removed Mr. Salcedo and 5 other men;

Whereas Mr. Salcedo was killed execution-
style with a single gunshot to the head;

Whereas Bobby Salcedo’s body, along with
the bodies of the 5 other men, was found sev-
eral hours later dumped in a field near a
canal;

Whereas the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion has been asked by the Government of
Mexico to assist in investigating the death of
Mr. Salcedo;

Whereas innocents are directly impacted
by drug-related violence in Mexico;

Whereas the Mexican drug cartels are
major producers and suppliers to the United
States market for heroin, methamphet-
amine, and marijuana and the major transit
country for 90 percent of the cocaine sold in
the United States;

Whereas the National Drug Intelligence
Center, a component of the U.S. Department

March 9, 2010

of Justice, has identified Mexican drug traf-
ficking organizations as ‘‘the greatest drug
trafficking threat to the United States’’;

Whereas the illegal trafficking of firearms,
including from the United States to Mexico,
contributes to drug-related violence, and the
United States-Mexico Joint Statement on
the Merida Initiative on October 22, 2007,
stated that the United States will ‘‘continue
to combat trafficking of weapons and bulk
currency to Mexico.”’;

Whereas the Mexican drug cartels have be-
come increasingly violent, killing at least
5,600 people in 2008 and more than 7,000 peo-
ple in 2009;

Whereas the Mexican State of Durango,
where Bobby Salcedo’s execution took place,
is one of the most violent with more than 700
recorded gang related killings in 2009;

Whereas the Government of President
Felipe Calderon has significantly stepped up
Mexico’s efforts to confront the drug cartels
and end the violence, deploying some 45,000
troops and 5,000 police throughout Mexico;
and

Whereas the United States Congress has
appropriated over $1,300,000,000 under the
Merida Initiative to help Mexico break the
power and impunity of the drug cartels, as-
sist the Government of Mexico in strength-
ening its judicial and law enforcement insti-
tutions, curtail gang activity in Mexico, and
disrupt demand for and distribution of drugs
in the region: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses sorrow at the death of Mr.
Agustin Roberto ‘““‘Bobby’’ Salcedo;

(2) supports continued cooperation between
the United States Government and the Gov-
ernment of Mexico to help identify and con-
vict Mr. Salcedo’s killers;

(3) calls on the Governments of the United
States and Mexico to increase cooperation to
prosecute those responsible for the drug-re-
lated killings of innocents in Mexico, be they
United States or Mexican citizens; and

(4) reaffirms its continued support for bi-
lateral cooperation with Mexico to break the
power of the Mexican drug cartels and turn
the tide of violence.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CLAY). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY)
and the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the resolution under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in strong support of this
resolution, and I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

On December 31, Mr. Agustin Roberto
“Bobby” Salcedo, a high school vice
principal and school board member,
and a young leader of several local or-
ganizations, was brutally murdered
while on a family vacation in Durango
state, Mexico, at the hands of violent
men with ties to Mexican drug cartels.
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While enjoying the company of fam-
ily and friends at a restaurant in the
city of Gomez Palacio, Mr. Salcedo and
five other patrons were taken hostage
by a group of masked, armed individ-
uals. They were all subsequently killed
execution-style, their bodies discovered
in a field a few hours later.

This incident is a tragic example of
the drug-related violence that is plagu-
ing Mexico today. Reliable estimates
suggest that more than 16,000 people
have died in drug-related violence since
President Felipe Calderon declared a
war on drug traffickers in January
2007, including almost 8,000 deaths in
2009 alone and over 1,000 so far this
year.

Many of those killed each year are
associated with the drug trade, but
there has been an alarming increase in
the number of innocent bystanders who
have become victims of the violence,
including Mr. Salcedo. Last year, more
than 500 women and children were
killed by these cartels. The Depart-
ment of Justice has identified the
Mexican cartels as ‘‘the greatest drug
trafficking threat to the TUnited
States.”” Indeed, these cartels are
major producers and suppliers of her-
oin, methamphetamine, and marijuana
to the United States drug market and
the major transit country for 90 per-
cent of the cocaine sold in the United
States.

In light of horrific events such as Mr.
Salcedo’s senseless murder, which the
FBI continues to investigate, alongside
Mexican authorities, we must continue
to seek justice for all American citi-
zens and other innocents harmed by
drug-related violence.

Mr. Salcedo was a respected member
of his El Monte, California, commu-
nity, and an inspiration to so many of
his students. His friends and family de-
serve to see that his murderers and
their patrons are brought to justice.
The United States must continue to
work with Mexico to break the grip of
the powerful drug cartels, curtail vio-
lence, reduce arms trafficking from the
United States to Mexico, and diminish
the demand for drugs throughout North
America.

It is important that we express our
solidarity with the Mexican people and
government who are on the front lines
of the fight against the cartels, and
that we work together closely to ad-
dress the drug-related violence that
has had such a devastating effect on
both of our countries.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to join my
colleague in supporting the ongoing co-
operation between the United States
and Mexico to fight the drug cartels
and curb the drug-related violence
which is increasingly impacting our
citizens on both sides of the border.
There is no doubt that through the
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Merida Initiative, significant gains
have been made against narcotraf-
fickers and organized crime in Mexico
over the past couple of years.

However, as is to be expected, the
harder we fight to get them off the
streets, the harder they fight to stay
there. More than 7,000 people were
killed at the hands of drug-related vio-
lence in Mexico last year alone. One of
those victims is recognized in this reso-
lution, Mr. Agustin Roberto ‘‘Bobby”’
Salcedo, a U.S. citizen and resident of
California. Mr. Salcedo was in Mexico
visiting his family, and was with fam-
ily on New Year’s Eve when, as the res-
olution states, he was callously ab-
ducted and murdered by a group of
masked, armed men. His family has yet
to learn why.

Unfortunately, Mr. Salcedo’s story is
one that many of us are becoming all
too familiar with. Over 14 months ago,
Mr. Felix Batista, a constituent of my
congressional district, disappeared in
Mexico. He has not been heard from or
seen since. I have worked closely with
many of my colleagues in the Florida
delegation, both in the House and the
Senate, especially our Florida Senator
BILL NELSON, to try to help his family
over the last year. And while it is my
understanding that the FBI and Mexi-
can authorities were investigating his
case, his family has yet to gain a bet-
ter understanding of exactly what hap-
pened to Mr. Batista on December 10,
2008.

The tragic disappearance of Mr.
Batista and so many other Americans
who have been victims of violence in
Mexico demonstrates that the security
challenges facing our neighbor in the
south also pose a threat to the safety
of our Nation and our citizens. It is
critical that we continue to work with
Mexico and other democratic partners
in the region to present a united front
against narcotraffickers in our hemi-
sphere. We especially must not forget
our partners in Colombia. While there
is no doubt that tremendous advances
have been made, the premature reduc-
tion in assistance to Colombia would
undoubtedly put these great gains at
risk. Much hard work remains to be
done in Colombia and throughout the
region.

Together we can successfully con-
front the transnational nature of these
criminals and their illicit activities.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 6 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. CHU).

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
support of House Resolution 1032, a res-
olution to honor Agustin ‘“‘Bobby”
Salcedo, an exemplary American cit-
izen who was the victim of a shocking
murder in Mexico, and to urge the
United States to be resolute in its ef-
forts to help Mexico fight the drug car-
tels.

This past December, Bobby traveled
to Gomez Palacio in the Mexican state
of Durango to visit his wife’s family for
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the holidays. On New Year’s Eve, he
was out with family and friends at a
local restaurant when gunmen burst in
and dragged Bobby, along with five
other men, out of the restaurant at
gunpoint. They were then each shot to
death execution-style. The next day,
all six bodies were found dumped in a
ditch. Bobby was only 33 years old.

I met Bobby early in his career. Hav-
ing grown up in my district, in El
Monte, California, he was dedicated to
improving the lives of children in his
community. He was an elected school
board member in the El Monte School
District. He returned to his alma mater
to become its assistant principal and
was studying for his doctorate in edu-
cation at UCLA. It was clear to every-
one who knew him that he was going
somewhere. He was a rising star.

After the investigation began, it was
confirmed that none of the six murder
victims were connected to the drug
trade in any way. Bobby and the others
were in the wrong place at the wrong
time. Their deaths exemplify the grow-
ing number of innocent bystanders who
are becoming victimized by cartel vio-
lence in Mexico. It had seemed as
though the situation could not get
worse. However, only weeks after
Bobby was murdered, the lead state in-
vestigator in his case was also shot
dead by the drug cartels.

Bobby’s murder brings to the fore-
front two critical issues: the urgency
in finding the killers of Bobby Salcedo,
and the importance of reducing the vio-
lence of the drug cartels in Mexico.
There must be justice in the murder of
Bobby Salcedo, but the challenges are
great. The state of Durango is one of
the most violent in Mexico. In 2009,
there were 637 cartel-style murders in
Durango, and not one of the cases has
been solved by the police. State au-
thorities are limited in their resources,
and the cartels have successfully cor-
rupted or scared away many officials
from interfering in their business.

That is why I have asked the Mexi-
can Government to make every effort
to bring the full force of the federal
government on the Salcedo murder.
The federal government’s strong stance
against organized crime offers hope in
this case. The federal government has
greater resources at their disposal,
such as forensic equipment, manpower,
and training. Although the federal gov-
ernment has yet to federalize Bobby’s
case, I am hopeful they will realize this
case is a symbol for both of our coun-
tries and can demonstrate to all par-
ties that progress can be made.

We cannot allow the death of inno-
cent bystanders, of American citizens,
to pass without consequence. Until
there is true accountability for the vio-
lence, there is little incentive for the
drug lords to keep peace. But the over-
all solution is not stopping the vio-
lence of the drug cartels. The U.S.
must be resolute in supporting Mexi-
co’s efforts to combat the drug trade
and its violent consequences. There has
been progress. President Felipe
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Calderon made the combating of drug
violence his focal point. He greatly in-
creased efforts on the Federal level to
track down the drug kingpins and re-
duce their supply lines.
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In 2007 the United States and Mexico
worked together to pass the Merida
Initiative. This agreement took Mexi-
can and American cooperation to a
whole new level, providing over $1.3 bil-
lion to support the Mexican Govern-
ment in its fight. The funds went to

helicopters, surveillance aircraft,
interdiction equipment, nonintrusive
inspection equipment and improved

data collection capabilities, as well as
provided for training programs and in-
stitution building in Mexico.

But now we are at a critical point.
The Merida Initiative will expire at the
end of this year, the war has not been
won, and the violence grows more dis-
turbing each day. That is why Congress
and the administration must decide
now how to implement the next phase
of this partnership.

In my conversations with law en-
forcement and state departments,
three elements are critical in a new
initiative: fighting the massive money
laundering of funds out of the U.S., im-
proving the forensic technology avail-
able to Mexican law enforcement enti-
ties, and helping Mexico rebuild its ju-
dicial institutions.

On money laundering: Every year be-
tween $8 billion to $10 billion is smug-
gled out of the U.S. by the drug cartels.
Even as our law enforcement agencies
are improving their ability to stop
these funds from leaving the country,
the cartels are finding novel ways to
launder money. They are using money
service businesses, online services, and
even legitimate retail businesses as
fronts for their illegal transactions,
and they are also using massive bulk
cash transfers. Stopping the money
laundering gets at the heart of the
drug cartel operation.

On technology: Mexican state and
local law enforcement agencies are
sorely lacking in the appropriate tech-
nology to combat these well-armed
cartels. We must focus more of our ef-
forts on the local institutions to pro-
vide them with 2lst-century law en-
forcement technology.

And on the judiciary: until we have a
partner with a strong judiciary and ob-
jective law enforcement, the cartels
will continue to run free. By providing
resources to train law enforcement and
rooting out corruption amongst them,
drug kingpins will be forced to face the
consequences of their actions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. I yield
an additional 30 seconds for my col-
league to sum up.

Ms. CHU. Now is the time to pass this
resolution. Bobby Salcedo’s death is a
brutal reminder that this violence is a
growing threat not just to Mexicans,
but also to Americans. Bringing his
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killers to justice will vindicate his
death, and ending the violence in Mex-
ico will save the lives of thousands of
innocent victims in this gruesome war.
For these reasons, I urge you to vote in
favor of this resolution.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I want to congratulate our
colleague from California (Ms. CHU) for
her leadership on this issue.

I was in Mexico just about 1 year ago,
and clearly the unfolding violence is
something that ought to be of great
concern to every American. It is just
on the southern part of our border, and
frankly it is something that is very
alarming in its scope and in its unpar-
alleled violence. I thank our colleague
from California for bringing this once
again to the attention of the United
States Congress.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H. Res. 1032.

H. Res. 1032 not only stresses the need to
work with the Mexican law enforcement com-
munity in the fight against drug cartels, it also
honors the life of EI Monte resident, Agustin
Roberto “Bobby” Salcedo. El Monte is a great
city in the San Gabriel Valley which Congress-
woman CHU, the author of this resolution, and
| represent. | am pleased to be a cosponsor
of H. Res. 1032 and | want to thank Con-
gresswoman CHU for her hard work on this im-
portant issue, and her dedication to the
Salcedo family and the EI Monte community.

Mr. Salcedo was an innocent bystander in
the relentless, ongoing drug war that is being
waged throughout Mexico. He was viciously
murdered, along with five other men, while vis-
iting family in Mexico over the holidays. It is
clear that Bobby Salcedo touched the lives of
thousands through his work as a teacher,
coach and school administrator and | offer my
deepest condolences his family and friends.
The community of ElI Monte lost an out-
standing family man, friend, colleague and ed-
ucator.

Unfortunately Mr. Salcedo is not the only in-
nocent victim in this drug war. As noted in H.
Res. 1032, there has been an outbreak of vio-
lence in Mexico and individuals who have no
connection whatsoever to the drug cartels are
in danger. | will continue to support efforts in
Congress to ensure that our law enforcement
have the resources they need to end drug re-
lated violence in Mexico and the United
States. This will not be an easy task. The car-
tels are ruthless in their desire to continue the
brutality.

The Mexican government and the FBI are
working together to solve Mr. Salcedo’s mur-
der. It is my hope that with continued coopera-
tion between law enforcement agencies in
both the United States and Mexico, the indi-
viduals who committed this senseless crime
against Mr. Salcedo will soon be brought to
justice.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in strong support of H. Res. 1032, “Ex-
pressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the United States should
continue to assist the Mexican Government in
fighting the drug cartels and curbing violence
against Mexican and United States citizens,
both in the United States and abroad.”
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Let me begin by thanking my colleague
Representative JuDY CHU for introducing this
resolution, as it is vitally important both to our
national security and the safety of the Amer-
ican people that we confront the problem of
transnational drug trafficking and attempt to
reduce the violence associated with the trade
of narcotics.

Violence related to the drug trade has hit
catastrophic proportions over the last few
years. Just across the United States-Mexico
border from my home state of Texas a battle
is being waged by armed gangs for the control
of the illicit transnational drug market. In Mex-
ico alone, drug cartels killed at least 5,600
people in 2008 and that number increased to
more than 7,000 people in 2009. | condemn in
the strongest possible terms this type of
senseless violence and will work to see that
violence against civilians in the U.S. and in
Mexico is curbed or eliminated.

Unfortunately, execution-style killings and
kidnappings have become the norm in many
Mexican cities like Ciudad Juarez and Gomez
Palacio as drug cartels attempt to extend the
reach of their power and institute a sense of
fear over the local populations.

In one of the most atrocious acts of violence
against an innocent U.S. citizen, Bobby
Salcedo was killed execution-style while vaca-
tioning in Mexico by a single gunshot to the
head after being kidnapped. Mr. Salcedo was
kidnapped while at dinner with family and
friends in a restaurant and had no apparent
connections to the drug or arms trade.

Mr. Salcedo was a pillar of his community in
El Monte City, California where he served on
the local School Board, and also served as
the vice principal and football coach of Moun-
tain View High School. Mr. Salcedo also
served as a local leader for such organizations
as the South ElI Monte/Gomez Palacio, Du-
rango, Mexico Sister City Organization.

Furthermore, Mr. Salcedo was in the proc-
ess of earning a doctoral degree in edu-
cational leadership at the University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles, and had previously
earned his bachelor's degree in history from
California State University, Long Beach, and a
master’'s degree in educational administration
from California  State  University, San
Bernardino.

Violence from the drug trade has also cre-
ated many problems in my home city of Hous-
ton, Texas. Houston has one of the highest
murder rates among U.S. cities with a popu-
lation over 1 million. Furthermore, much of this
violence likely stems from the fact that Hous-
ton is a major hub for drug traffickers, who
supply cocaine, marijuana, heroin, and meth-
amphetamine to distributors in other American
markets. Many of these issues surrounding vi-
olence also stem from the problem of
transnational gangs and organized crime car-
tels.

There are currently at least seven drug car-
tel organizations operating between the U.S.
and Mexico. These groups are not only in-
volved in the illicit transportation of drugs but
are also involved in the illicit trade of firearms,
execution of public officials and these groups
have also terrorized entire local populations.

Many of these gangs and cartel organiza-
tions also have vast links and networks within
the U.S., some even managing to penetrate
American Junior High and High Schools. It is
important that we recognize this threat and
work towards the dissolution of these groups
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and continue to  promote
transnational trade and exchange.

| would like to commend the Mexican Gov-
ernment under the leadership of President
Felipe Calderon for having significantly in-
creased their efforts to stop the drug cartels
and end the violence, deploying some 45,000
troops and 5,000 police throughout Mexico.
We in the U.S. will continue to support the
Mexican Government as we did in 2008 when
over $1,300,000,000 was appropriated to the
Mexican Government to fight the illicit drug
trade. This money was appropriated under the
Merida Initiative to help break the power of the
drug cartels, assist the Mexican Government
in strengthening its military organizations, to
help improve the capacity of its justice system,
curtail gang activity in Mexico, and to diminish
demand for drugs in the region

It is important that we continue to work vigi-
lantly towards breaking the illicit drug trade
links and networks between the U.S. and Mex-
ico while working together to create a bright
future through legitimate commercial and fi-
nancial trade between our two great nations. |
am quite confident that through a concerted
effort towards increasing transnational trade
and creating opportunities in the legitimate
sector we can work towards a brighter future
for both the U.S. and Mexico.

| ask that my colleagues support this resolu-
tion. | also ask my colleagues for their contin-
ued support of anti-drug trade measures as
well as their support for ending the spate of vi-
olence that has become associated with the
drug trade.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I have no further requests for
time, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
CONNOLLY) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1032, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

The title of the resolution was
amended so as to read: ‘‘Expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives
that the United States should continue
to assist the Government of Mexico in
fighting the drug cartels and curbing
violence against Mexican and United
States citizens, both in the United
States and abroad.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

legitimate

———————

RECOGNIZING THE PLIGHT OF
PEOPLE WITH ALBINISM IN EAST
AFRICA

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res.
1088) recognizing the plight of people
with albinism in East Africa and con-
demning their murder and mutilation,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1088

Whereas, in parts of East Africa, most no-

tably Tanzania, shamans promote the rep-
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rehensible belief that people with albinism
are less than human, and that their body
parts can be made into potions to bring
wealth or luck;

Whereas over the last 2 years, more than 50
adults and children with albinism have been
murdered in East Africa by mercenaries who
sell their body parts to shamans;

Whereas countless other people with albi-
nism have survived these attacks, but have
been permanently mutilated in the name of
profit;

Whereas two mothers of children with albi-
nism were attacked by gangs who were
searching for the children in Eastern Tan-
zania in November 2008;

Whereas a 10-year-old boy with albinism,
Gasper Elikana, was beheaded by men who
fled with his leg in October 2008;

Whereas a 28-year-old woman with albi-
nism, Mariamu Stanford, was attacked while
she slept, losing both of her arms and her un-
born child in October 2008;

Whereas a 17-year-old woman with albi-
nism from Kenya, Vumilia Makoye, was
killed by 2 men in her home who sawed off
her legs in May 2008;

Whereas hundreds of children with albi-
nism are living in fear for their lives in rural
areas;

Whereas people with albinism are rou-
tinely shunned by their communities and
often excluded from East African society;

Whereas a number of government officials
in rural areas of East Africa have ignored or
even colluded with local shamans in these
degradations;

Whereas people with albinism in East Afri-
ca generally are not provided with life-sav-
ing information about preventing skin can-
cer, and have no means of protecting them-
selves from excess sunlight; and

Whereas people with albinism lack access
to medical treatment for skin cancer, and
the average person in East Africa with albi-
nism dies by age 30 from skin cancer, and
only 2 percent of people with albinism in
that region live to age 40: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns the murder and mutilation of
adults and children with albinism for their
body parts;

(2) expresses support for people with albi-
nism in East Africa who have been the vic-
tims of such attacks;

(3) recognizes that the murder and mutila-
tion of people with albinism in East Africa is
a gross violation of human rights;

(4) urges governments in East Africa, par-
ticularly the Governments of Tanzania and
Burundi, to take immediate action to pre-
vent further violence against persons with
albinism and to bring to swift justice those
who have engaged in such reprehensible
practices;

(5) calls upon governments in East Africa,
along with international organizations and
other donors, including the United States, to
actively support the education of people with
albinism about the prevention of skin cancer
and provide appropriate levels of assistance
toward that end;

(6) calls upon governments in East Africa,
along with international organizations, to
educate populations in East Africa about the
realities of albinism, with the purpose of
eliminating discrimination and abuses
against people with albinism; and

(7) calls upon the United States to work
with the governments of East Africa, and
international organizations and other do-
nors, to eliminate violence against people
with albinism.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
CHU). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
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tleman from Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY)
and the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I rise in strong support of this
resolution and yield myself such time
as I may consume.

House Resolution 1088 shines a light
on the untold horrors men and women
with albinism have faced and continue
to face in East Africa where human
beings with albinism are butchered and
their body parts sold for profit. These
acts of brutal murder are best told
through the story of a brave Tanzanian
mother, one of the few survivors of the
attacks. I had the honor of meeting a
survivor of one of these attacks, a
young woman from Tanzania named
Mariamu Stanford, who epitomizes the
essence of bravery.

These horrific acts, like the crime
committed against Mariamu, are per-
petrated by shamans who believe that
the body parts of people with albinism
have magical powers and can be mixed
in potions to bring the buyer good
luck. Rural villages have strong incen-
tive to harvest the limbs of their
neighbors with albinism because a sin-
gle limb can sell for as much as $2,000,
a king’s ransom in Tanzania’s country-
side.

Mariamu, who has albinism, is one of
the few survivors of these attacks. Her
story is one of fear, horror, and unbe-
lievable courage. She told me her story
through an interpreter the last day of
the first session of this Congress in De-
cember.

One night in October of 2008, when
Mariamu was sleep with her toddler
son, a group of machete-wielding men
from her own village broke into her
home and attacked her. They cut off
both of her arms while she struggled,
screamed and shielded her 2-year-old
from the blows. It was 6 long hours
after the attack before Mariamu, who
was 5 months pregnant, was able to re-
ceive any medical treatment. In the
end, she lost her unborn baby, but she
survived; and she is now relaying her
story in the hopes that these brutal
crimes against people with albinism
will come to an end.

Mariamu came to the United States
for a visit thanks to the generosity of
many, including some of my constitu-
ents from northern Virginia with albi-
nism and some who are parents of chil-
dren with albinism, several of whom
are here today in the gallery. While she
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