
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1182 March 9, 2010 
Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 

H. Res. 935, honoring John E. Warnock, 
Charles M. Geschke, Forrest M. Bird, 
Esther Sans Takeuchi, and IBM Cor-
poration for receiving the 2008 National 
Medal of Technology and Innovation. 

The National Medal of Technology 
and Innovation is the highest honor for 
technological achievement given by 
the President to the country’s leading 
innovators, and the five recipients hon-
ored by this resolution have all made 
great contributions to technology and 
innovation in the United States. 

These honorees have made contribu-
tions in areas including desktop pub-
lishing, medical and battery tech-
nologies, and supercomputing. Innova-
tion and technological advancements 
in these areas and others are critical 
for many reasons, including furthering 
health care technology for our citizens 
and increasing the United States’ abil-
ity to remain economically competi-
tive with other nations. 

I want to congratulate the five hon-
orees and thank Representative 
LOFGREN from California for her lead-
ership in introducing this resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

H. Res. 935 honors John E. Warnock, 
Charles M. Geschke, Forrest M. Bird, 
Esther Sans Takeuchi, and IBM for 
being awarded the 2008 National Medal 
of Technology and Innovation. The Na-
tional Medal of Technology and Inno-
vation is awarded annually to the Na-
tion’s leading innovators. This award 
recognizes those who have made sig-
nificant contributions to their country. 
Additionally, it’s intended to also in-
spire our youth to pursue science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics- 
related fields of study. 

Together, Drs. Warnock and Geschke 
founded Adobe Systems. Adobe Sys-
tems enabled documents to be success-
fully sent electronically from program 
to program through technology that’s 
today known as PDF. Since their re-
tirement as software executives, both 
have contributed generously to pro-
grams that help encourage young engi-
neers and innovators. 

Dr. Forrest Bird of Idaho served as an 
aviator during World War II. Following 
the war, he founded Bird, Inc., which 
developed amphibian aircraft and inno-
vative breathing equipment to reduce 
the risks of altitude sickness. Using 
this same technology, Bird later devel-
oped medical respirators, which are 
still in use around the world, and con-
tributed to lowering breath-related in-
fant mortality rates. 

Dr. Esther Sans Takeuchi of New 
York began her distinguished career as 
a scientist for Greatbatch, Inc. In her 
years there, she developed a lithium/ 
silver vanadium oxide battery, which 
was essential to producing implantable 
cardiac defibrillators. Today, more 
than 200,000 of those ICDs are im-
planted each year, most with batteries 
originally developed by Takeuchi. 

IBM’s Blue Gene Server Group rep-
resents a new age of American innova-
tion. These supercomputers have en-
abled business and science to visit new 
calculations previously unattainable. 
In addition, these computers have been 
recognized as the most energy efficient 
of their type in the world today. 

On October 7, 2009, President Obama 
honored the 2008 recipients of the Na-
tional Medal of Technology and Inno-
vation during a White House ceremony. 
I join the President in recognizing 
these distinguished Americans and 
urge my colleagues to do so. 

I have no further requests for time, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time, Madam Speaker. 
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Mr. BAIRD. Again, I want to com-
mend the sponsor of this bill, Ms. 
LOFGREN, and, most importantly of all, 
commend the recipients of this pres-
tigious award and thank them for their 
contributions to the betterment of our 
entire society, our economy, and the 
well-being of our public. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
BAIRD) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 935. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOMS AND 
HYPOXIA RESEARCH AND CON-
TROL AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2010 

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3650) to establish a National 
Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Pro-
gram, to develop and coordinate a com-
prehensive and integrated strategy to 
address harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia, and to provide for the develop-
ment and implementation of com-
prehensive regional action plans to re-
duce harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3650 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Harmful 
Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research and 
Control Amendments Act of 2010’’. 

SEC. 2. AMENDMENT OF HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM 
AND HYPOXIA RESEARCH AND CON-
TROL ACT OF 1998. 

Except as otherwise expressly provided, 
whenever in this Act an amendment or re-
peal is expressed in terms of an amendment 
to, or repeal of, a section or other provision, 
the reference shall be considered to be made 
to a section or other provision of the Harm-
ful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Research and 
Control Act of 1998 (16 U.S.C. 1451 note). 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

(a) AMENDMENT.—The Act is amended by 
inserting after section 602 the following: 
‘‘SEC. 602A. DEFINITIONS. 

‘‘In this title: 
‘‘(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘Adminis-

trator’ means the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency. 

‘‘(2) PROGRAM.—The term ‘Program’ means 
the National Harmful Algal Bloom and Hy-
poxia Program established under section 
603A. 

‘‘(3) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means each 
of the several States of the United States, 
the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, any other terri-
tory or possession of the United States, and 
any Indian tribe. 

‘‘(4) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term ‘Under 
Secretary’ means the Under Secretary of 
Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere.’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS AMENDMENT.—The 
table of contents in section 2 of the Coast 
Guard Authorization Act of 1998 is amended 
by adding after the item relating to section 
602 the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 602A. Definitions.’’. 
SEC. 4. NATIONAL HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM AND 

HYPOXIA PROGRAM. 
(a) AMENDMENT.—The Act is amended by 

inserting after section 603 the following: 
‘‘SEC. 603A. NATIONAL HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM 

AND HYPOXIA PROGRAM. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subsection (d), the Under Secretary, through 
the Task Force established under section 
603(a), shall establish and maintain a Na-
tional Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia 
Program pursuant to this section. 

‘‘(b) DUTIES.—The Under Secretary, 
through the Program, shall coordinate the 
efforts of the Task Force to— 

‘‘(1) develop and promote a national strat-
egy to understand, detect, predict, control, 
mitigate, and respond to marine and fresh-
water harmful algal bloom and hypoxia 
events; 

‘‘(2) integrate the research of all Federal 
programs, including ocean and Great Lakes 
science and management programs and cen-
ters, that address the chemical, biological, 
and physical components of marine and 
freshwater harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia; 

‘‘(3) coordinate and work cooperatively 
with State, tribal, and local government 
agencies and programs that address marine 
and freshwater harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia; 

‘‘(4) identify additional research, develop-
ment, and demonstration needs and prior-
ities relating to monitoring, prediction, pre-
vention, control, mitigation, and response to 
marine and freshwater harmful algal blooms 
and hypoxia; 

‘‘(5) encourage international information 
sharing and research efforts on marine and 
freshwater harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia, and encourage international mitiga-
tion, control, and response activities; 

‘‘(6) ensure the development and imple-
mentation of methods and technologies to 
protect the ecosystems affected by marine 
and freshwater harmful algal blooms; 
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‘‘(7) integrate, coordinate, and augment ex-

isting education programs to improve public 
understanding and awareness of the causes, 
impacts, and mitigation efforts for marine 
and freshwater harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia; 

‘‘(8) assist in regional, State, tribal, and 
local efforts to develop and implement ap-
propriate marine and freshwater harmful 
algal bloom and hypoxia response plans, 
strategies, and tools; 

‘‘(9) provide resources for and assist in the 
training of State, tribal, and local water and 
coastal resource managers in the methods 
and technologies for monitoring, controlling, 
mitigating, and responding to the effects of 
marine and freshwater harmful algal blooms 
and hypoxia events; 

‘‘(10) oversee the development, implemen-
tation, review, and periodic updating of the 
Regional Research and Action Plans under 
section 603B; and 

‘‘(11) administer peer-reviewed, merit- 
based competitive grant funding to support— 

‘‘(A) the projects maintained and estab-
lished by the Program; and 

‘‘(B) the research and management needs 
and priorities identified in the Regional Re-
search and Action Plans. 

‘‘(c) COOPERATIVE EFFORTS.—The Under 
Secretary shall work cooperatively and 
avoid duplication of efforts with other of-
fices, centers, and programs within the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion and other agencies represented on the 
Task Force established under section 603(a), 
States, tribes, and nongovernmental organi-
zations concerned with marine and fresh-
water aquatic issues related to harmful algal 
blooms and hypoxia. 

‘‘(d) FRESHWATER PROGRAM.—With respect 
to the freshwater aspects of the Program, 
the Administrator and Under Secretary, 
through the Task Force, shall carry out the 
duties otherwise assigned to the Under Sec-
retary under this section and section 603B, 
including the activities described in sub-
section (e). The Administrator’s participa-
tion under this subsection shall include— 

‘‘(1) research on the ecology of freshwater 
harmful algal blooms; 

‘‘(2) monitoring and event response of 
freshwater harmful algal blooms in lakes, 
rivers, estuaries (including their tribu-
taries), and reservoirs; 

‘‘(3) mitigation and control of freshwater 
harmful algal blooms; and 

‘‘(4) an identification in the President’s an-
nual budget request to Congress of how much 
funding is proposed in that request for car-
rying out the activities described in sub-
section (e). 

‘‘(e) NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC 
ADMINISTRATION ACTIVITIES.—As part of the 
program under this section, the Under Sec-
retary shall— 

‘‘(1) maintain and enhance existing com-
petitive grant programs at the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration relat-
ing to marine and freshwater harmful algal 
blooms and hypoxia; 

‘‘(2) carry out marine and freshwater 
harmful algal bloom and hypoxia events re-
sponse activities; and 

‘‘(3) enhance communication and coordina-
tion among Federal agencies carrying out 
marine and freshwater harmful algal bloom 
and hypoxia activities, and increase the 
availability to appropriate public and pri-
vate entities of— 

‘‘(A) analytical facilities and technologies; 
‘‘(B) operational forecasts; and 
‘‘(C) reference and research materials. 
‘‘(f) INTEGRATED COASTAL AND OCEAN OB-

SERVATION SYSTEM.—All monitoring and ob-
servation data collected under this Act shall 
be collected in compliance with all data 
standards and protocols developed pursuant 

to the National Integrated Coastal and 
Ocean Observation System Act of 2009 (33 
U.S.C. 3601 et seq.), and such data shall be 
made available through the System estab-
lished under that Act. 

‘‘(g) ACTION STRATEGY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 12 months 

after the date of enactment of the Harmful 
Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research and 
Control Amendments Act of 2010, the Under 
Secretary, through the Task Force estab-
lished under section 603(a), shall transmit to 
the Congress an action strategy that identi-
fies— 

‘‘(A) the specific activities to be carried 
out by the Program and the timeline for car-
rying out such activities; and 

‘‘(B) the roles and responsibilities of each 
Federal agency in the Task Force estab-
lished under section 603(a) in carrying out 
Program activities. 

‘‘(2) FEDERAL REGISTER.—The Under Sec-
retary shall publish the action strategy in 
the Federal Register. 

‘‘(3) PERIODIC REVISION.—The Under Sec-
retary shall periodically review and revise 
the action strategy prepared under this sub-
section as necessary. 

‘‘(h) REPORT.—Two years after the submis-
sion of the action strategy, the Under Sec-
retary shall prepare and transmit to the 
Congress a report that describes— 

‘‘(1) the activities carried out under the 
Program and the Regional Research and Ac-
tion Plans and the budget related to these 
activities; 

‘‘(2) the progress made on implementing 
the action strategy; and 

‘‘(3) the need to revise or terminate activi-
ties or projects under the Program.’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS AMENDMENT.—The 
table of contents in section 2 of the Coast 
Guard Authorization Act of 1998 is amended 
by adding after the item relating to section 
603 the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 603A. National Harmful Algal Bloom 

and Hypoxia Program.’’. 
SEC. 5. REGIONAL RESEARCH AND ACTION 

PLANS. 
(a) AMENDMENT.—The Act is amended by 

inserting after section 603A the following: 
‘‘SEC. 603B. REGIONAL RESEARCH AND ACTION 

PLANS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary, 

through the Task Force established under 
section 603(a), shall— 

‘‘(1) identify the appropriate regions and 
subregions to be addressed by each Regional 
Research and Action Plan; and 

‘‘(2) oversee the development and imple-
mentation of the Regional Research and Ac-
tion Plans. 

‘‘(b) CONTENTS.—The Plans developed under 
this section shall identify— 

‘‘(1) regional priorities for ecological, eco-
nomic, and social research on issues related 
to the impacts of harmful algal blooms and 
hypoxia; 

‘‘(2) research, development, and dem-
onstration activities needed to develop and 
advance technologies and techniques for 
minimizing the occurrence of harmful algal 
blooms and hypoxia and improving capabili-
ties to prevent, predict, monitor, control, 
and mitigate harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia; 

‘‘(3) ways to reduce the duration and inten-
sity of harmful algal blooms and hypoxia, in-
cluding in times of emergency; 

‘‘(4) research and methods to address 
human health dimensions of harmful algal 
blooms and hypoxia; 

‘‘(5) mechanisms, including the potential 
costs and benefits of those mechanisms, to 
protect vulnerable ecosystems that could be 
or have been affected by harmful algal 
blooms and hypoxia events; 

‘‘(6) mechanisms by which data, informa-
tion, and products are transferred between 
the Program and State, tribal, and local gov-
ernments and relevant research entities; 

‘‘(7) communication, outreach, and infor-
mation dissemination methods that State, 
tribal, and local governments and stake-
holder organizations can undertake to edu-
cate and inform the public concerning harm-
ful algal blooms and hypoxia; and 

‘‘(8) the roles that Federal agencies can 
play to assist in the implementation of the 
Plan. 

‘‘(c) BUILDING ON AVAILABLE STUDIES AND 
INFORMATION.—In developing the Plans under 
this section, the Under Secretary shall— 

‘‘(1) utilize and build on existing research, 
assessments, and reports, including those 
carried out pursuant to existing law and 
other relevant sources; and 

‘‘(2) consider the impacts, research, and ex-
isting program activities of all United States 
coastlines and fresh and inland waters, in-
cluding the Great Lakes, the Chesapeake 
Bay, and estuaries and tributaries. 

‘‘(d) DEVELOPMENT OF PLANS.—The Under 
Secretary shall develop Plans under this sec-
tion with assistance from the individuals and 
entities described in subsection (f). 

‘‘(e) PLAN TIMELINE AND UPDATES.—The 
Under Secretary, through the Task Force es-
tablished under section 603(a), shall ensure 
that the Plans developed under this section 
are completed not later than 24 months after 
the date of enactment of the Harmful Algal 
Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Control 
Amendments Act of 2010, and updated once 
every 5 years thereafter. 

‘‘(f) COORDINATION AND CONSULTATION.—In 
developing the Plans under this section, as 
appropriate, the Under Secretary— 

‘‘(1) shall coordinate with State coastal 
management and planning officials; 

‘‘(2) shall coordinate with tribal resource 
management officials; 

‘‘(3) shall coordinate with water manage-
ment and watershed officials from both 
coastal States and noncoastal States with 
water sources that drain into water bodies 
affected by harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia; and 

‘‘(4) shall consult with— 
‘‘(A) public health officials; 
‘‘(B) emergency management officials; 
‘‘(C) science and technology development 

institutions; 
‘‘(D) economists; 
‘‘(E) industries and businesses affected by 

marine and freshwater harmful algal blooms 
and hypoxia; 

‘‘(F) scientists, with expertise concerning 
harmful algal blooms or hypoxia, from aca-
demic or research institutions; and 

‘‘(G) other stakeholders.’’. 
(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS AMENDMENT.—The 

table of contents in section 2 of the Coast 
Guard Authorization Act of 1998 is amended 
by adding after the item relating to section 
603A, as added by section 4(b) of this Act, the 
following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 603B. Regional research and action 

plans.’’. 
SEC. 6. NORTHERN GULF OF MEXICO HYPOXIA. 

Section 604 is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 604. NORTHERN GULF OF MEXICO HYPOXIA. 

‘‘(a) TASK FORCE INITIAL PROGRESS RE-
PORTS.—Not later than 12 months after the 
date of enactment of the Harmful Algal 
Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Control 
Amendments Act of 2010, the Administrator, 
through the Mississippi River/Gulf of Mexico 
Watershed Nutrient Task Force, shall com-
plete and transmit to the Congress and the 
President a report on the progress made by 
Task Force-directed activities toward at-
tainment of the goals of the Gulf Hypoxia 
Action Plan 2008. 
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‘‘(b) TASK FORCE 2-YEAR PROGRESS RE-

PORTS.—After the initial report required 
under subsection (a), the Administrator, 
through the Task Force, shall complete and 
transmit to Congress and the President a re-
port every 2 years thereafter on the progress 
made by Task Force-directed activities to-
ward attainment of the coastal goal of the 
Gulf Hypoxia Action Plan 2008. 

‘‘(c) CONTENTS.—The reports required by 
this section shall assess progress made to-
ward nutrient load reductions, the response 
of the hypoxic zone and water quality 
throughout the Mississippi/Atchafalaya 
River Basin, and the economic and social ef-
fects. The reports shall— 

‘‘(1) include an evaluation of how current 
policies and programs affect management de-
cisions, including those made by municipali-
ties and industrial and agricultural pro-
ducers; 

‘‘(2) evaluate lessons learned; and 
‘‘(3) recommend appropriate actions to 

continue to implement or, if necessary, re-
vise the strategy set forth in the Gulf Hy-
poxia Action Plan 2008.’’. 
SEC. 7. PACIFIC NORTHWEST, ESTUARIES, AND 

PUGET SOUND HYPOXIA. 
(a) AMENDMENT.—The Act is amended by 

inserting after section 604 the following: 
‘‘SEC. 604A. PACIFIC NORTHWEST, ESTUARIES, 

AND PUGET SOUND HYPOXIA. 
‘‘(a) ASSESSMENT REPORT.—Not later than 

12 months after the date of enactment of the 
Harmful Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research 
and Control Amendments Act of 2010, the 
Task Force established under section 603 
shall complete and submit to Congress and 
the President an integrated assessment of 
hypoxia in the coastal and estuarine waters 
of the Pacific Northwest that examines the 
status of current research, monitoring, pre-
vention, response, and control efforts. 

‘‘(b) PLAN.—The Task Force shall include 
in the regionally appropriate Regional Re-
search and Action Plan developed under sec-
tion 603B a plan, based on the integrated as-
sessment submitted under subsection (a), for 
reducing, mitigating, and controlling hy-
poxia in the coastal and estuarine waters of 
the Pacific Northwest. In developing such 
plan, the Task Force shall consult with 
State, Indian tribe, and local governments, 
and academic, agricultural, industry, and en-
vironmental groups and representatives. 
Such plan shall include incentive-based part-
nership approaches. The plan shall also ad-
dress the social and economic costs and ben-
efits of the measures for reducing, miti-
gating, and controlling hypoxia.’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS AMENDMENT.—The 
table of contents in section 2 of the Coast 
Guard Authorization Act of 1998 is amended 
by adding after the item relating to section 
604 the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 604A. Pacific Northwest, estuaries, 

and Puget Sound hypoxia.’’. 
SEC. 8. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Section 605 is amend-
ed to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 605. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

‘‘There are authorized to be appropriated— 
‘‘(1) to the Under Secretary to carry out 

sections 603A and 603B, $34,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2011 through 2015, of which, for 
each fiscal year— 

‘‘(A) $2,000,000 may be used for the develop-
ment of the Regional Research and Action 
Plans and the reports required by section 
604A; 

‘‘(B) $3,000,000 may be used for the research 
and assessment activities related to marine 
and freshwater harmful algal blooms at re-
search laboratories of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration; 

‘‘(C) $8,000,000 may be used to carry out the 
Ecology and Oceanography of Harmful Algal 
Blooms Program (ECOHAB); 

‘‘(D) $5,500,000 may be used to carry out the 
Monitoring and Event Response for Harmful 
Algal Blooms Program (MERHAB); 

‘‘(E) $1,500,000 may be used to carry out the 
Northern Gulf of Mexico Ecosystems and Hy-
poxia Assessment Program (NGOMEX); 

‘‘(F) $5,000,000 may be used to carry out the 
Coastal Hypoxia Research Program (CHRP); 

‘‘(G) $5,000,000 may be used to carry out the 
Prevention, Control, and Mitigation of 
Harmful Algal Blooms Program (PCM); 

‘‘(H) $1,000,000 may be used to carry out 
marine and freshwater harmful algal bloom 
and hypoxia events response activities; and 

‘‘(I) $3,000,000 may be used for increased 
availability, communication, and coordina-
tion activities; and 

‘‘(2) to the Administrator to carry out sec-
tions 603A, 603B, and 604, $7,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2011 through 2015.’’. 

(b) EXTRAMURAL RESEARCH ACTIVITIES.— 
The Under Secretary shall ensure that a sub-
stantial portion of funds appropriated pursu-
ant to subsection (a) that are used for re-
search purposes are allocated to extramural 
research activities. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. BAIRD) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HALL) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Washington. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on H.R. 3650, as 
amended, the bill now under consider-
ation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise in support of H.R. 3650, the 

Harmful Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Re-
search and Control Act. This bill rep-
resents a timely and necessary step to 
address a large and growing problem. 
The Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) and 
Hypoxia Research and Control Act was 
first signed into law in 1998 and last re-
authorized in 2004. And from the out-
set, I want to commend my dear friend 
and colleague, Dr. EHLERS, for his tire-
less work on this over many years. 

I stand in support of these programs 
because this affects virtually every 
coastal waterway in America as well as 
freshwater ecosystems. Let me share 
with you an example of how serious 
this problem is. 

In a small lake in my own district re-
cently, a person was out with their dog, 
playing fetch in the water. They threw 
their favorite tennis ball in the water. 
The dog jumped into the water, re-
trieved the tennis ball, swam back up 
on the shore, and promptly died. 

Harmful algal blooms are what we 
know in the saltwater environment as 
red tides. In freshwater, it’s often blue- 
green algae. They are deadly in both 
environments. Estimates suggest the 
cost may be $82 million a year, the an-
nual economic impact of HABs, accord-
ing to a 2006 study. This means billions 
of dollars over decades. 

I mentioned already the tragic loss of 
this animal, but on a human scale, red 
tides pose a serious neurotoxin that 
can actually affect your ability to re-
member things over the long run. So 
we have a serious problem. It is grow-
ing in the case of harmful algal blooms. 

We have a parallel and related prob-
lem that the bill also addresses, and 
these are so-called dead zones, or hy-
poxia, so known because they are areas 
of lack of oxygen. These are expanding. 
Perhaps the most well known is in the 
Gulf of Mexico, areas literally thou-
sands of square miles wide that if vir-
tually any marine organism swims into 
them, they die very shortly thereafter 
because they do not have sufficient ox-
ygen to survive. This has impacted not 
only the Gulf of Mexico, but also my 
own coast and elsewhere in the coun-
try. 

Now, within the freshwater system, I 
want to underscore a particularly im-
portant point. From the Great Lakes 
to small creeks of West Virginia and 
throughout the country, this is a prob-
lem. My friend and colleague, Mr. MOL-
LOHAN from West Virginia, has been 
particularly interested in this. We need 
to understand that these harmful algal 
blooms in freshwater are particularly 
toxic for the following reasons: 

Most of the mechanisms that we cur-
rently use to purify water do not work 
with harmful algal blooms. If you boil 
water to kill pathogens, that normally 
purifies it. If you boil water that has 
harmful algal blooms in it, you actu-
ally increase the toxin and increase its 
lethality. If you filter water to get out 
protozoa and other things, as many of 
us do when we are hiking or climbing, 
that can purify normal water. It is to-
tally ineffective and may be actually 
counterproductive in harmful algal 
blooms because all you do is break up 
the bodies of the algae, but the toxin 
survives. Chlorination does not work to 
stop these things. 

So we have a problem that is deadly 
to organisms ranging from fish to 
shore birds and to human beings. And 
again, both harmful algal blooms and 
hypoxic events are spreading. 

I want to also mention that in my 
own district, which has a coastal area 
that is very economically benefited by 
the clamming season, all you need is 
one red tide to come in, shut down the 
clamming season, and you literally 
lose millions of dollars of business. And 
for many of our hotel owners and res-
taurateurs and others, that’s the sea-
son. You lose that because of a harmful 
algal bloom, you have basically lost 
your economy for the year. So this bill 
would expand our ability to study and 
ultimately to control these harmful 
algal blooms and hypoxic events. 

I appreciate the support of many col-
leagues. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. HALL of Texas. I yield myself 

such time as I may consume. 
Harmful algal blooms are those 

blooms that produce toxins that are 
hazardous to plants and animals. The 
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most recognized harmful algal bloom is 
red tide, since it discolors the water 
and makes seafood inedible. Such an 
event causes many States severe eco-
nomic harm through beach closures 
and restrictions on seafood. 

This bill fosters continued research 
into the causes of red tide, explores 
ways to manage the blooms, and sets 
up mechanisms to potentially predict 
when they may occur. These are all 
areas of research that are beneficial to 
our economy and to human health, and 
I commend the vice ranking member of 
our committee, Dr. VERN EHLERS, for 
his commitment to address this impor-
tant issue through his cosponsorship of 
this legislation. 

While I’m supportive of the goals of 
this measure, I do need to convey some 
concerns that I and several of my Re-
publican colleagues had in committee. 
The bill addresses a problem that af-
fects nearly every State. However, we 
want to make sure that the original 
and the regional research and action 
plans that are called for are not a top- 
down mandate but a true collaboration 
between the Federal Government and 
the States and local areas directly af-
fected by these blooms. We want to 
make sure we are not imposing undue 
burdens on States that they would not 
voluntarily take on themselves. 

Although the onus is currently on 
the Federal Government, the activities 
identified in these plans are ones that 
will most likely be executed by State, 
tribal, and local governments. As writ-
ten, the bill does not contain any safe-
guards against unfunded mandates. 
During the markup, we offered amend-
ments that would address these con-
cerns. 

The first amendment would have pre-
vented any increased financial burden 
to State, tribal, or local governments 
as a result of anything in the bill or 
the law it amends. Despite receiving 
bipartisan support, the amendment was 
not accepted. 

A second amendment would have re-
quired the development and implemen-
tation of the plans initiated only at the 
request of the States, not the Federal 
Government. Unfortunately, this 
amendment also failed. State, tribal, 
and local governments are already 
shouldering the burden of the effects of 
harmful algal blooms since these 
events have a direct impact on local 
and regional economies. Furthermore, 
in the current economic climate, these 
governments are struggling to 
prioritize and fund the most basic of 
services. The assurance of the added 
protection against unfunded mandates 
at this time should be something all 
Members favor. 

This legislation has gone through a 
number of changes since it passed out 
of committee. Some changes were 
made by the majority after the bill 
passed out of committee, and I hope 
that in the future, we can make nec-
essary changes while bills are still in 
committee so that all Members can 
weigh in before bills go to the floor. 

Finally, I have concerns about the 
authorization levels in the bill. Given 
this era of fiscal constraint, we must 
be mindful of how we spend taxpayers’ 
dollars. This bill authorizes funding 
that is almost three times the amount 
that has been appropriated in recent 
years. The authorization levels are 50 
percent higher than the last reauthor-
ization in 2004. The Federal Govern-
ment did not spend more than $15 mil-
lion per year when the authorization 
level was at $26 million per year, so it’s 
hard for me to support raising the level 
to $41 million per year in 2011. 

Harmful algal blooms and hypoxia 
are growing threats to our economy 
and to our economic prosperity and im-
pact coastal gulf and even inland 
States. While I support the overarching 
goals of research into these issues and 
the development of technologies and 
procedures to lessen their harmful con-
sequences, I remain concerned that 
this bill is too expensive and does not 
protect against unfunded mandates. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, at this 
point, I want to acknowledge that, as 
is so often the case, H.R. 3650 was a col-
laborative effort, not just with my mi-
nority colleagues on the Science and 
Technology Committee, but also with 
the Natural Resources Committee and 
the Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee as well. I would like, here, 
to insert a letter of exchanges with 
those committees into the RECORD, and 
I want to also thank both Chairmen 
RAHALL and OBERSTAR for their efforts 
on this legislation. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, 

Washington, DC, November 12, 2009. 
Hon. BART GORDON, 
Chairman, Committee on Science and Tech-

nology, Rayburn H.O.B., Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for the op-
portunity to work with you on H.R. 3650, the 
Harmful Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research 
and Control Amendments Act of 2009, which 
was referred to the Committee on Science 
and Technology, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

Because of the continued cooperation and 
consideration that you have afforded me and 
my staff in developing these provisions, and 
knowing of your interest in expediting this 
legislation, I am willing to waive further 
consideration of H.R. 3650 by the Committee 
on Natural Resources at this time. Of course, 
this waiver is not intended to prejudice any 
future jurisdictional claims over the provi-
sions of this legislation or similar language. 
I also reserve the right to seek to have con-
ferees named from the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources on these provisions, and re-
quest your support if such a request is made. 

Please place this letter into the committee 
report on H.R. 3650 and into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the 
measure on the House floor. 

With warm regards, I am 
Sincerely, 

NICK J. RAHALL II, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECH-
NOLOGY, 

Washington, DC, November 12, 2009. 
Hon. NICK J. RAHALL, II, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 

House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN RAHALL: Thank you for 
your letter regarding H.R. 3650, the Harmful 
Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research and 
Control Amendments Act of 2009. Your sup-
port for this legislation and your assistance 
in ensuring its timely consideration are 
greatly appreciated. 

I agree that provisions in the bill are of ju-
risdictional interest to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. I acknowledge that by 
discharging the Committee on Natural Re-
sources from further consideration of 3650, 
your Committee is not relinquishing Its ju-
risdiction and I will fully support your re-
quest to be represented in a House-Senate 
conference on those provisions over which 
the Committee on Natural Resources has ju-
risdiction. A copy of our letters will be 
placed in the Committee Report on H.R. 3650 
and in the Congressional Record during con-
sideration of the bill on the House floor. 

I value your cooperation and look forward 
to working with you as we move ahead with 
this important legislation. 

Sincerely, 
BART GORDON, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE, 

Washington, DC, December 14, 2009. 
Hon. BART GORDON, 
Chairman, Committee on Science and Tech-

nology, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN GORDON: I write to you re-
garding H.R. 3650, the ‘‘Harmful Algal 
Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Control 
Amendments Act of 2009’’. 

H.R. 3650 contains provisions that fall 
within the jurisdiction of the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. I recog-
nize and appreciate your desire to bring this 
legislation before the House in an expedi-
tious manner and, accordingly, I will not 
seek a sequential referral of the bill. How-
ever, I agree to waive consideration of this 
bill with the mutual understanding that my 
decision to forgo a sequential referral of the 
bill does not waive, reduce, or otherwise af-
fect the jurisdiction of the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure over H.R. 
3650. 

Further, the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure reserves the right to seek 
the appointment of conferees during any 
House-Senate conference convened on this 
legislation on provisions of the bill that are 
within the Committee’s jurisdiction. I ask 
for your commitment to support any request 
by the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure for the appointment of con-
ferees on H.R. 3650 or similar legislation. 

Please place a copy of this letter and your 
response acknowledging the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure’s jurisdic-
tional interest in the Committee Report on 
H.R. 3650 and in the Congressional Record 
during consideration of the measure in the 
House. 

I look forward to working with you as we 
prepare to pass this important legislation. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES L. OBERSTAR, M.C., 

Chairman. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-

MITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECH-
NOLOGY, 

Washington, DC, December 14, 2009. 
Hon. JAMES L. OBERSTAR, 
Chairman, Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN OBERSTAR: Thank you for 
your letter regarding H.R. 3650, the Harmful 
Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research and 
Control Amendments Act of 2009. Your sup-
port for this legislation and your assistance 
in ensuring its timely consideration are 
greatly appreciated. 

I agree that provisions in the bill are of ju-
risdictional interest to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. I ac-
knowledge that by forgoing a sequential re-
ferral, your Committee is not relinquishing 
its jurisdiction and I will fully support your 
request to be represented in a House-Senate 
conference on those provisions over which 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure has jurisdiction in H.R. 3650. A 
copy of our letters will be placed in the Com-
mittee Report on H.R. 3650 and in the Con-
gressional Record during consideration of 
the bill on the House floor. 

I value your cooperation and look forward 
to working with you as we move ahead with 
this important legislation. 

Sincerely, 
BART GORDON, 

Chairman. 

If I may, at this point, I would like to 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. KRATOVIL). 

Mr. KRATOVIL. I thank the gen-
tleman from Washington for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
H.R. 3650 and urge my colleagues to 
support it. 

Maryland’s First Congressional Dis-
trict, my district, is a district defined 
by the water that surrounds it. Healthy 
water in our district means commerce, 
recreation, and, most importantly, 
jobs. 

A harmful algal bloom is a rapid 
overproduction of certain species of 
algae that produce toxins which are 
detrimental to plants and animals. 
These outbreaks are commonly re-
ferred to, as you have heard, as red or 
brown tides and have the potential to 
kill fish and other aquatic life by de-
creasing sunlight available to the 
water and by using up available oxygen 
in the water. 

In recent years, many of the Nation’s 
coastlines, near-shore marine waters 
and freshwaters have experienced an 
increase in the number, frequency, du-
ration, and types of HABs. If we con-
tinue to allow this problem to persist, 
bodies of water like the Chesapeake 
Bay in my district will see a detri-
mental decline in water quality which 
will affect the thousands of species 
that call the bay home. 

More importantly, perhaps, the thou-
sands of men and women who rely on 
the bay to pay their bills will be put 
out of work. Watermen, commercial 
fishermen, charter boat captains, and 
any number of similar professions have 
been part of the Eastern Shore culture 
for decades. If gone unchecked, these 
professions will become less and less 
prominent, and an entire segment of 
our local economy will be hurt. 

H.R. 3650 is a good bill that takes im-
portant steps in the fight against red 
tides and other harmful algae by cre-
ating a coordinated national strategy 
to deal with HABs while at the same 
time allowing for flexibility so that 
different regions can best address their 
unique concerns. 

I am also pleased, again, as was men-
tioned, that funding will actually be di-
rected to control and prevention of this 
problem in addition to, simply, re-
search. This will no doubt limit the se-
verity and frequency of this dangerous 
environmental concern. 

Madam Speaker, I once again urge 
my colleagues to support this measure. 

Mr. HALL of Texas. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. BAIRD. I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Maryland. He has been a 
tireless champion of this. The 
watermen in his district and the others 
who depend on this great natural re-
source owe him, I am certain, a great 
debt of gratitude. 

I yield such time as she may consume 
to the gentlelady from Florida (Ms. 
CASTOR), who has also been a tireless 
champion of clean water and of this 
issue. 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I would like to thank Mr. 
BAIRD from Washington for his leader-
ship. He has been a real champion on 
behalf of clean water and clean beach-
es. I would also like to express my 
gratitude to the Science and Tech-
nology Committee for their terrific 
work on what I call the ‘‘red tide bill.’’ 

This is a jobs bill because, let me tell 
you, coming from the great State of 
Florida, the Sunshine State, we depend 
on folks from all across the country 
coming to vacation in Florida, to swim 
and to fish. There is nothing like a va-
cation in the warm waters of the Gulf 
of Mexico. And I see my friend and col-
league here who represents the Florida 
Keys. There is nothing like a vacation 
there where you can spend time 
unwinding on our beautiful beaches. 

But there is a real threat to our tour-
ism economy and jobs in the State of 
Florida, like there is in other parts of 
the country, and it’s these very harm-
ful algal blooms that cause red tide. In 
a State that employs over 1 million 
Floridians and where tourism has a $65 
billion impact on our State’s economy, 
when the red tide rolls in, it’s a serious 
threat, because what the red tide does 
is it causes you difficulty breathing. It 
burns your eyes. Dead fish will roll up 
on the beaches. It’s really bad news. 

The problem is we don’t know what 
causes it, and that’s why this bill is so 
important. And it’s tied to jobs be-
cause, if we can do a little bit of re-
search and determine what the causes 
are, we will be able to protect our tour-
ism economy and make sure that we 
have clean and healthy beaches for 
folks who need that vacation. 

b 1500 

By some estimates, red tide out-
breaks cost coastal communities $82 

million a year. We have got to find out 
what is happening here. I also want to 
recognize my colleague and good friend 
Congressman CONNIE MACK, who rep-
resents some of the most beautiful 
beaches in the country down in Naples 
and Sanibel Island. Two years ago we 
were able to authorize $90 million for a 
3-year period for peer-reviewed science 
research on red tide. 

But today’s legislation builds on that 
bipartisan effort. And Representative 
BAIRD’s bill, which I cosponsored, cre-
ates a new initiative on red tide, and 
will dedicate some monies to over 5 
years of finding a solution that will 
give our Federal and State agencies a 
real leg up. 

Like I said, red tide is a significant 
threat to jobs, our tourism economy, 
our health, and our environment. So I 
am pleased to urge that we all join to-
gether to protect our coastal resources 
and the tourism-related jobs that come 
with having healthy beaches by learn-
ing more about harmful algal blooms 
and adopting H.R. 3650. 

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I want 
to commend Ms. CASTOR for her com-
ments, and join her in acknowledge-
ment of the incredible leadership of 
CONNIE MACK from Florida. We talk 
about the costs of this legislation. Con-
sider the costs to Florida’s economy, to 
the Gulf economy if a red tide comes in 
at the height of tourist season. You 
can’t swim in this; it’s toxic. You can’t 
fish in it, you can’t collect shellfish. 
The fishing industry out in the coast 
when a hypoxic zone comes in, it kills 
hundreds of thousands of fish over-
night. Shore birds are affected. And on 
and on the list goes. 

As Ms. CASTOR pointed out and as Mr. 
MACK has pointed out in our discus-
sions, making sure that we understand 
what causes this and finding ways to 
remediate it and prevent it is not only 
in the interests of human health, it is 
in the interests of our economy as well. 

I am particularly pleased also that 
the Puget Sound area, which is near 
and dear to my heart and near to my 
home, has received recognition. We 
have got a serious problem off the 
coast in terms of red tide. But within 
the Puget Sound region, particularly 
Hood Canal, there is a growing annual 
development of a dead zone. And these 
things seem to be developing earlier, 
lasting longer, and growing in size. 
This bill will help us understand why. 

The bill has support from a broad 
group of stakeholders, including Ocean 
Champions and the PURRE Water Coa-
lition. And again, I am pleased that it 
has been a bipartisan effort. Dr. 
EHLERS, as I mentioned earlier, has 
been instrumental for many years on 
this. And of course CONNIE MACK has 
been as well. I thank the gentlemen for 
their input. Mr. HALL has offered some 
constructive suggestions. And of course 
as we move this forward and work with 
the Senate, we will try to make sure 
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we incorporate as many of those as we 
can. Finally, I would also like to recog-
nize the staff who worked so diligently 
on this bill: Shimere Williams and 
Katrina Lassiter on the majority side, 
and Tara Rothschild on the minority 
side. 

Ongoing research, development, and 
implementation of an action strategy 
are key components to addressing this 
environmental challenge, and H.R. 3650 
helps move us forward in each of these 
areas. I urge my colleagues to support 
H.R. 3650. 

One last thing I will say. Under-
standing the impact of harmful algal 
blooms in freshwater is absolutely crit-
ical. If a major metropolitan area de-
velops a toxic algal bloom, as I men-
tioned earlier, it will be extraor-
dinarily difficult to remove the toxins 
from the waterway. It has happened in 
some smaller communities. It is ex-
tremely costly, and can present an ur-
gent and immediate and hugely expen-
sive health crisis. We need to under-
stand how to prevent this, and we need 
to understand how to treat it. This leg-
islation will help us do that both in the 
saltwater and in the freshwater envi-
ronment. I urge its passage, and thank 
my colleagues. 

Mr. MACK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
express my strong support for H.R. 3650, the 
Harmful Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research 
and Control Amendments Act. I would like to 
thank Congressman BAIRD who took the lead 
this Congress, along with Congresswoman 
KATHY CASTOR and Congressman ALLEN 
BOYD, for their work on this important issue. 
Passing this important piece of legislation is 
the first step in increasing research for harmful 
algal blooms while ensuring that scientists and 
experts in the field, and not politicians, deter-
mine where research money is spent. 

Last Congress, I introduced the Save Our 
Shores Act to increase our commitment to re-
searching harmful algal blooms. Since then, 
my colleagues and I have worked together to 
tackle red tide and other harmful algal blooms. 
The committee has crafted new language to 
improve the legislation by including freshwater 
harmful algal blooms and instituting regional 
action plans. 

These are important efforts and it is time we 
recognize that although harmful algal blooms 
affect our entire Nation, they are different 
throughout the country. I represent the coastal 
areas of southwest Florida. If you haven’t 
been there, it’s a beautiful part of the country, 
with miles and miles of white sandy beaches. 
For southwest Florida, like many communities, 
a healthy environment and a healthy economy 
go hand-in-hand. As a kid growing up in Cape 
Coral red tide blooms were short-lived 
nuisances that lasted just a few days. Today, 
however, these blooms continue for months at 
a time, and they have long-lasting implications 
that threaten the environment, people’s health, 
and our overall quality of life. It is imperative 
that we do more to understand and combat 
this problem. 

These blooms cause dangerous respiratory 
distress and burning eyes, as well as the po-
tential for severe food poisoning from contami-
nated shellfish. Harmful algal blooms not only 
affect our personal health, they also affect the 
health of our economy. Red tide and other 

toxic blooms cost approximately $80 million 
annually to communities across the United 
States of America. From New England to the 
Great Lakes, from California to South Caro-
lina, these toxic blooms affect us all. 

Madam Speaker, by passing this legislation 
today, the House of Representatives is giving 
this important issue the attention it deserves. 
I salute Congressman BAIRD and all the other 
Members who cosponsored this legislation for 
bringing this matter to the forefront and mak-
ing this research a priority. I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this vital legislation. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 3650, the ‘‘Harmful Algal 
Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Control 
Amendments Act of 2010’’. 

This legislation, which is an amendment to 
the Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Re-
search and Control Act of 1998, provides addi-
tional focus on Federal efforts to understand, 
detect, predict, control, mitigate, and respond 
to both marine and freshwater harmful algal 
blooms and hypoxia events. 

I applaud the work of the principal sponsors 
of this legislation, my colleagues on the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure, 
the gentleman from Washington, Mr. BAIRD, 
and the gentleman from Michigan, Mr. 
EHLERS, and their bipartisan efforts to improve 
the overall understanding and control of harm-
ful algal blooms and hypoxic conditions. 

Over the past two Congresses, the Sub-
committee on Water Resources and Environ-
ment of the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure has held numerous hearings on 
the impact of excessive nutrients on water 
quality—most notably in connection with 
nonpoint sources of pollution, coastal water 
quality protection, under the BEACH Act, and 
in the Great Lakes. 

These hearings highlighted the strong sci-
entific evidence that excessive discharges of 
nitrogen and phosphorous can result in the 
growth of harmful algal blooms and hypoxic, 
low-oxygen, conditions in receiving waters. Ac-
cording to testimony from the Environmental 
Protection Agency, EPA, the most significant 
sources of nutrients come from agricultural 
runoff, as well as commercial or residential 
fertilizers, animal waste, sewage treatment 
plants, and air deposition from utilities and ve-
hicles. As is evident from the ongoing ‘‘dead- 
zone’’ in the Gulf of Mexico and the emer-
gence of a similar ‘‘dead-zone’’ in Lake Erie, 
additional efforts are warranted to reduce the 
adverse impacts of excessive nutrients on na-
tional water quality. 

EPA has statutory authority under the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act, more com-
monly known as the Clean Water Act, as well 
as other Federal authorities, to implement pro-
grams designed to provide protections for 
oceans, coastal waters, and freshwater lakes, 
rivers, and streams. 

Through the Clean Water Act’s National Pol-
lutant Discharge Elimination System, NPDES, 
permitting program under section 402, the es-
tablishment of water quality standards by indi-
vidual States, and other Clean Water Act au-
thorities, both EPA and the States have statu-
tory tools available to target ongoing sources 
of nitrogen and phosphorous and to minimize 
the potential for harmful algal bloom outbreaks 
or the creation of hypoxic conditions in the Na-
tion’s waters. Unfortunately, there has been 
mixed success in equally addressing both 
point sources, e.g., publicly owned treatment 

works and urban stormwater, and nonpoint 
sources, e.g., runoff from urban lawns, con-
struction sites, and agricultural areas. 

I believe that more needs to be done to 
meet the goals of the Clean Water Act ‘‘to re-
store and protect the chemical, physical, and 
biological integrity of the Nation’s waters.’’ We 
should not be complacent with the fact that 
one-third of the Nation’s assessed waters still 
do not meet ‘‘fishable and swimmable’’ stand-
ards—as called for almost 40 years ago in the 
1972 Clean Water Act. 

I believe that the authorities contained in 
H.R. 3650 can complement ongoing efforts by 
the Environmental Protection Agency and 
other Federal partners, including the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
NOAA, to address these remaining water qual-
ity challenges. However, this legislation should 
not be interpreted as allowing other Federal 
agencies to overtake or otherwise supplant 
ongoing efforts by EPA, including efforts pur-
suant to the Clean Water Act. 

I thank the Chairman of the Committee on 
Science, the gentleman from Tennessee, Mr. 
GORDON, and the Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Science, the gentleman from 
Texas, Mr. HALL, for their commitment to con-
tinue to work with the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure to enhance the imple-
mentation of the Federal harmful algal bloom 
program. 

As this legislation goes to conference with 
the Other Body, I will continue to work with the 
chairman and ranking member to ensure that 
this legislation complements, not supplants, 
ongoing efforts by EPA to control harmful algal 
blooms and hypoxic conditions in the Nation’s 
waters. 

Increased Federal attention and account-
ability to harmful algal bloom and hypoxic con-
dition control efforts is important. This legisla-
tion provides an opportunity for increased co-
ordination between various Federal agencies, 
States, and other stakeholders, while building 
on the strong foundation of Federal efforts to 
address harmful algal blooms and hypoxic 
conditions to date. 

I urge all of my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this legislation. 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H.R. 3650, the Harmful Algal 
Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Control 
Amendments Act of 2009. As a cosponsor of 
this bill I strongly support the development of 
a national strategy to address and respond to 
marine and freshwater harmful algal bloom 
and hypoxia events. 

Coastal regions across the country are re-
porting increases in the occurrence of dev-
astating harmful algal blooms. It is believed 
that excess nutrients from upstream cause 
what are normally naturally occurring algae in 
our coastal waters to rapidly increase in num-
ber causing a bloom. 

These increased levels of algae have dev-
astating environmental, economic, and human 
health impacts along our coastlines. 

Harmful algal blooms produce powerful tox-
ins that kill fish, shellfish, mammals and birds. 
In 2007, a devastating harmful algal bloom 
along the California coastline—from San Luis 
Obispo to Los Angeles—resulted in hundreds 
of marine mammal and seabird deaths. 

Toxins from harmful algae also accumulate 
in shellfish causing commercial shellfish indus-
tries to close during blooms, which in turn 
leads to significant economic losses to fishing 
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families. Decreased tourism and recreation 
during a bloom event can also result in the 
loss of millions of dollars to local coastal 
economies. Even worse, if contaminated shell-
fish are consumed it could result in paralysis 
or even death. Increased cases of respiratory 
distress, especially among seniors and chil-
dren, have been reported in areas affected by 
these blooms. 

Madam Speaker, I support the directive in 
H.R. 3650, which establishes a Federal task 
force that would develop regional action plans 
to address and respond to harmful algal bloom 
and hypoxia events around the country. Cur-
rently, hypoxic areas, or dead zones, have 
been recurring over large areas of the Pacific 
Northwest coastline for the last several years. 

H.R. 3650 is a critical first step for devel-
oping strategies to mitigate the impacts of 
harmful algal blooms on regional coastal water 
quality, marine mammals and harvestable 
shellfish. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 3650 
to protect human health and coastal econo-
mies. 

Mr. MOLLOHAN. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to support H.R. 3650, the Harmful 
Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Con-
trol Amendments Act of 2009, which recog-
nizes the growing problem of harmful algal 
blooms in coastal and freshwater environ-
ments. 

Unfortunately, I know all too well the need 
for this legislation. In September of 2009, a 
fish kill occurred in Dunkard Creek, a 38–mile 
creek on the border of West Virginia and 
Pennsylvania. According to news reports, this 
massive fish kill eliminated more than 160 
species of fish, salamanders and endangered 
mussels from one of the most biologically-di-
verse streams in either State. The West Vir-
ginia Department of Environmental Protection 
determined that golden algae caused the kill, 
but much remains unknown. How did the 
algae arrive in West Virginia? What factors 
contributed to the bloom? How can blooms be 
contained from moving throughout the water-
shed? More information is needed to develop 
a thoughtful process to mitigate and control 
the growth and spread of harmful algae. 

Fortunately, the legislation under consider-
ation today recognizes the increasing number 
of freshwater algal blooms, and establishes a 
partnership between NOAA and EPA to re-
search, monitor and respond to those fresh-
water blooms. Ultimately, this legislation will 
put West Virginia in a better position to ad-
dress existing blooms in the State and prevent 
further spread of golden algae. 

For West Virginia, this is an ecological and 
economic issue. Our rivers, creeks and water-
sheds are recreation destinations, modes of 
transportation, and are critical to local econo-
mies. I am pleased to support this measure, 
and look forward to its enactment. 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 3650, ‘‘The Harmful Algal 
Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Control 
Amendment Act of 2009.’’ This bill requires 
the Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans 
and Atmosphere to utilize the resources of the 
Inter Agency Task Force on Harmful Algal 
Blooms and Hypoxia Task Force to establish 
and maintain a National Harmful Algal Bloom 
and Hypoxia Program. This program will help 
to develop and promote a national strategy to 
address and respond to one of the major 
problems facing our marine and freshwater 
ecosystems: algae blooms. 

The need to address the ongoing harmful 
blooms and hypoxic events that increase daily, 
in our oceans, lakes, rivers and waterways, is 
long overdue. I applaud the fact that this bill 
allows for closer coordination between state 
and federal agencies through the use of inno-
vative demonstration projects. Similarly, I also 
support provisions in this legislation that focus 
our efforts to educate our citizens about the 
causes and harmful environmental effects of 
pollution and algal blooms in our oceans, riv-
ers, lakes, and waterways. 

Water is our most critical natural resource 
and this legislation will improve our Nation’s 
ability to provide safe water to all. As we con-
tinue to experience climate change, the threat 
posed by algal blooms will be a continuing 
challenge. This legislation addresses this 
threat in a measured, scientific manner and 
will improve our ability to address this issue in 
the future. I encourage my colleagues to sup-
port the bill. 

Mr. BAIRD. I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
BAIRD) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3650, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES TO 
CHILE EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 
1144) expressing condolences to the 
families of the victims of the February 
27, 2010, earthquake in Chile, as well as 
solidarity with and support for the peo-
ple of Chile as they plan for recovery 
and reconstruction. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1144 

Whereas, on February 27, 2010, an 8.8 mag-
nitude earthquake, one of the largest ever 
recorded, struck off the coast of Chile; 

Whereas casualty estimates, which number 
in the hundreds and continue to grow, as 
well as the destruction of entire coastal vil-
lages and extensive damage to highways, 
bridges, apartments, and infrastructure, 
have led to the Government of Chile’s dec-
laration of a ‘‘state of catastrophe’’; 

Whereas an estimated 2,000,000 people, in-
cluding upwards of 1,500,000 displaced per-
sons, have been directly affected by the 
earthquake, the tsunami, and its aftermath; 

Whereas aftershocks numbering over 100, 
including 8 aftershocks registering above a 
6.0 magnitude, continue to affect the coast 
and the rest of the country after the initial 
120-second tremor, the strongest and most 
damaging earthquake in Chile in the last 50 
years; 

Whereas Chile had already overcome the 
trials of more than a dozen previous 7.0-mag-
nitude or greater earthquakes since the 1960 
Valdivia 9.5-magnitude quake, the largest 
ever measured, which left thousands dead; 

Whereas the tsunami caused by the earth-
quake, which came shortly after, with waves 
measuring over 19 feet, slammed 124 miles of 
Chile’s coast and accounted for a significant 
percentage of the casualties and missing; 

Whereas the threat of potential tsunamis 
across the ‘‘Ring of Fire’’ earthquake area 
prompted warnings and advisories issued 
from Hawaii to as far as the California coast 
and Alaska; 

Whereas according to the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS), Concepcion, 
Chile’s second largest city, was 70 miles from 
the earthquake’s epicenter and suffered some 
of the worst damage, and its hundreds of 
thousands of residents initially remained 
largely cut off from the remainder of the 
country without many basic necessities, in-
cluding running water and electricity; 

Whereas the coastal town of Dichato and 
its 4,000 residents were among the hardest 
hit, and is reportedly 80 percent destroyed; 

Whereas 80 percent of Talcahuano’s 180,000 
residents living on the Chilean coast were 
left homeless by the earthquake; 

Whereas initial estimates of the damage 
costs range from $15,000,000,000 to 
$30,000,000,000; 

Whereas basic necessities across the coun-
try, including electricity, clean water ac-
cess, telephone access, and communication 
systems, continue to be restored on a pro-
gressive basis in many zones; 

Whereas the Government of Chile con-
tinues to deliver aid to affected citizens to 
the best of its ability, including airlifting 
supplies to remote towns; 

Whereas the Government of Chile has 
taken significant measures to maintain 
order and public security in the streets to 
prevent more widespread panic and chaos as 
damage assessments are made and relief is 
delivered; 

Whereas Chile is a political and economic 
leader and a close ally of the United States 
in Latin America; 

Whereas the people and Government of 
Chile have stood resolute and steadfast in 
the face of a long history of destructive 
earthquakes; 

Whereas Chile’s stringent building codes, 
which one local architect called ‘‘our proud 
building standards’’, as well as the Govern-
ment of Chile’s ability to implement them, 
greatly mitigated the impact of this cata-
strophic natural event both in terms of cas-
ualties and physical damage to the infra-
structure of the country; 

Whereas Chile showed its deep generosity 
and responsibility as a regional ally when it 
deployed Chilean earthquake rescue teams, 
which Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton has described as among the best in 
the world, to Haiti following its devastating 
earthquake earlier this year; 

Whereas these search and rescue teams 
continue to work tirelessly to save more 
lives from collapsed buildings and neighbor-
hoods struck by the earthquake in Chile; 

Whereas several international urban 
search and rescue teams remain prepared to 
deploy to Chile if the need arises; 

Whereas sitting Chilean President Michelle 
Bachelet declared the natural disaster ‘‘a ca-
tastrophe of such unthinkable magnitude 
that it will require a giant effort to re-
cover’’; 

Whereas incoming Chilean President Se-
bastian Pinera, to be sworn in March 11, 2010, 
expressed that ‘‘The future government is 
working tirelessly and will continue to con-
front the emergency that Pres. Bachelet is 
facing, because the emergency will not be 
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