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EMERGENCY AID TO SURVIVORS
OF THE HAITI EARTHQUAKE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 26, 2010

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| offer my strong support to S. 2949, a bipar-
tisan measure to extend temporary aid to help
the thousands of Americans who are evacu-
ating Haiti in the aftermath of the devastating
earthquake that occurred on January 12,
2010.

This is the worst disaster to hit Haiti in over
two centuries, with an estimated 150,000
deaths, three million adversely affected, and
severe damage to roads, ports, hospitals, and
homes.

Nearly 14,000 American citizens have been
evacuated from Haiti, with 40 percent of them
receiving temporary repatriation assistance.

The Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices Repatriation program provides assistance,
such as travel expenses, medical care, tem-
porary lodging and food assistance, to U.S.
citizens repatriating to the United States in the
wake of a natural disaster or other hardship.
Americans receiving this assistance must re-
imburse the government costs incurred on
their behalf, unless repayment is deemed to
be infeasible due to the recipient’s overall lack
of financial resources.

This important legislation would raise the
annual funding limit on the U.S. Repatriation
Program, from $1 million to $25 million, for
Fiscal 2010.

Thank you to my colleagues for acting swift-
ly to move this bill and provide assistance to
all Americans in need of help returning to their
homes from Haiti.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. W. TODD AKIN

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 27, 2010

Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 19—
On motion to suspend the Rules and Agree,
as amended—H. Res. 1003—Expressing Sup-
port for the designation of January 16, 2010
as National Influenza Vaccination Week, had |
been present, | would have voted “yea.”

———

RECOGNITION OF ALEXANDER
CITY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE’S
100 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE
BUSINESS COMMUNITY

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 27, 2010

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| would like to request the House’s attention
today to pay recognition to the Alexander City
Chamber of Commerce’s 100 years of service
to the business community. Governor Bob
Riley will be a special guest and keynote
speaker at the ceremony honoring the occa-
sion.
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On February 19th, the Chamber will host
their annual meeting to give recognition to in-
coming Board of Directors as well as those re-
tiring this year. As always, during this annual
meeting they also plan to pay tribute to the
Business Person of the Year, the “Community
Spirit” award recipient, Firefighter of the Year,
Police Officer of the Year, Teacher of the Year
and Chamber Ambassador of the Year.

This event will be held at the Betty Carol
Graham Technology Center on the campus of
Central Alabama Community College in Alex-
ander City.

All of us across Tallapoosa County and East
Alabama are deeply proud of the successes of
organizations like the Alexander City Cham-
ber, and look forward to the next 100 years of
service from this important community organi-
zation and so many others like it.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE HICKORY LOG
RESTAURANT

HON. JO ANN EMERSON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 27, 2010

Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the Hickory Log res-
taurant in Dexter, Missouri, for its induction to
the Missouri Restaurant Hall of Fame. For
decades, travelers along Highway 60 in the
southern part of our state have been tempted
by the thought of delicious barbeque at the
Hickory Log. And | can attest from personal
experience that no one ever leaves the Hick-
ory Log dissatisfied with the food or the serv-
ice at a staple of the region’s barbeque scene.

The Hickory Log has been owned and oper-
ated by the Banken family since they pur-
chased the restaurant in 1967. In that time,
they have built a reputation for barbeque that
brings enthusiasts from miles around. The res-
taurant has grown over the years, but the un-
compromising quality of the fare is unchanged,
and so is the commitment of John and Laveda
Banken to be active participants in the life of
their community.

Election to the Missouri Restaurant Hall of
Fame is a tremendous honor for this barbeque
restaurant from Dexter Missouri. Only estab-
lishments in business for longer than 25 years
are eligible for the honor. Later this month, the
award ceremony in St. Louis will bring to-
gether some 400 restaurant-industry col-
leagues of the Banken family.

Owning a restaurant is truly one of the most
demanding vocations in the world of small
business. It requires around-the-clock time
and attention, a continuously positive attitude,
and focus on serving the customer with good
food. The Hickory Log excels in all of these
areas, and the restaurant also serves as a re-
minder to this House to seriously consider the
ramifications of the policies we consider here
on the owners, proprietors and workers at res-
taurants and family-owned small businesses
all over the country. We also ought to have in
mind the savory taste of the barbeque ribs,
like no others, that they proudly serve in Dex-
ter, Missouri.
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RECOGNIZING PRINCE WILLIAM
COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
TEACHERS WHO HAVE ACHIEVED
NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFI-
CATION

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 27, 2010

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the 17 Prince Wil-
liam County Public Schools teachers who re-
cently received certification from the National
Board for Professional Teaching Standards.
The National Board is an independent non-
profit organization governed by classroom
teachers, school administrators, school board
leaders, governors and state legislators, high-
er education officials, teacher union leaders,
and business and community leaders.

Certified teachers are required to meet
standards established by the National Board
to demonstrate the knowledge, skills and ac-
complishments that comprise teaching excel-
lence. A Board Certified teacher supports a vi-
sion of teaching based on the following core
principles.

1. Teachers are committed to students and
their learning;

2. Teachers know the subjects they teach
and how to teach those subjects to students;

3. Teachers are responsible for managing
and monitoring student learning;

4. Teachers think systematically about their
practice and learn from experience; and

5. Teachers are members of learning com-
munities.

| congratulate the following National Board
Certified Teachers on achieving this profes-
sional recognition:

Kristen Augsburger, mathematics/adoles-
cence and young adulthood, Battlefield High
School;

Melissa Callaghan, generalist/early child-
hood, Cedar Point Elementary School;

Heather Davids, English language arts/ado-
lescence and young adulthood, Osbourn Park
High School;

Diane Dunn, mathematics/early adoles-
cence, New Dominion;

Julie Faith, social studies—history/adoles-
cence and young adulthood, Stonewall Jack-
son High School;

Brenda Hayden, career and technical edu-
cation/early adolescence through young adult-
hood, Stonewall Jackson High School;

Marge Hopkins, library media/early child-
hood through young adulthood, McAuliffe Ele-
mentary School;

Bobbie Mandro, career and technical edu-
cation/early adolescence through young adult-
hood, Gar-Field High School;

Susan Mangicaro, mathematics/adolescence
through young adulthood, Brentsville District
High School;

Janice McCurdy, exceptional needs spe-
cialist/early childhood through young adult-
hood, Gar-Field High School;

Amanda Proch, literacy: reading-language
arts/early and middle childhood, Marshall Ele-
mentary School;

Christopher Proch, art/early adolescence
through young adulthood, Gar-Field High
School;

Krystle Quinlan, generalist/early childhood,
Coles Elementary School;
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Jennifer Roberts, generalist/early childhood,
West Gate Elementary School;

Connie Schumacher, social studies-history/
early adolescence, Stonewall Middle School;

Judy Swank, library media/early childhood
through young adulthood, Swans Creek Ele-
mentary School;

Laura Whitman, English as a second lan-
guage/early adolescence through young adult-
hood, Potomac High School.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in commending these teachers for their
commitment to education and professional de-
velopment. Prince Wiliam County Public
Schools delivers a world class education with
the help of teachers like these who make ex-
cellence a system-wide standard.

——————

MARINE CORPORAL NICHOLAS
UZENSKI

HON. SCOTT MURPHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 27, 2010

Mr. MURPHY of New York. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today with the solemn duty to report
the tragic passing of Marine Cpl Nicholas
Uzenski. Corporal Uzenski was taken from us
on January 11, 2010, in an ambush by insur-
gents in Southern Afghanistan.

Corporal Uzenski was a member of the 3rd
Reconnaissance Battalion, Bravo Company,
based in Okinawa, Japan. A beloved son,
grandson, brother, friend, and soldier, Cor-
poral Uzenski will be sorely missed by the en-
tire Franklin community, and a grateful nation
whose freedom he fought to protect.

Just 21 years old, Corporal Uzenski fol-
lowed in the footsteps of his father and uncle
in joining the Marines. It was his lifelong
dream to serve the nation he loved and de-
fend the ideals for which he gave the ultimate
sacrifice.

Corporal Uzenski is survived by his mother
Lisa, his father William, stepmother Rebakah,
and six siblings. Our thoughts and prayers are
with the entire Uzenski family during this dif-
ficult time.

As we stand on this floor and debate the im-
portant issues of our time, let us never forget
the true cost of the freedoms that we so often
take for granted.

———

HONORING WILLIE BRANDON ON A
LIFETIME OF SERVICE

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 27, 2010

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the life of Willie
Brandon, an admired and respected citizen of
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, who lived and
worked up until the age of 103. My hometown
was saddened by Willie’s passing on January
5, 2010.

He was known for his kind heart, his wealth
of knowledge, and his optimistic outlook on
life. People said he would brighten their day
just by talking with him for a few minutes. He
expressed his admiration of Murfreesboro by
knowing its history backward and forward, and
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his wisdom was conveyed through his past ex-
periences and stories. Willie was considered a
role model and friend to many.

He began his life in Readyville, Tennessee,
with his parents, Charles and Jimmie Brandon,
and his sister, Lizzie. His parents were share-
croppers, but his father became a janitor when
they moved to lllinois. At the age of 12, Willie
dropped out of school to work and help sup-
port the family.

For the next 91 years, Willie never quit
working. He worked as a cook at the James
K. Polk Hotel, City Café, Sewart Air Force
Base, Lamb’s Girill, and Po Folks Restaurant.
He also picked blackberries, cut timber, and
mowed grass. Willie took pride in his work,
and his dedication was an inspiration to his
coworkers.

Over the last 30 years of his life, Willie was
the keeper of the Rutherford County court-
house, a historical place many people pass
through for business or sight-seeing. Willie
could tell very personal stories about the
courthouse and his family’s history—150 years
ago, his own grandfather, a slave, helped to
build the courthouse and was later sold there.

Willie’s legacy lives on through his daughter,
stepson, three granddaughters, two great-
granddaughters and one great-great grand-
daughter. Supporting them through his contin-
ued employment is a testament to how much
he loved them.

Willie Brandon’s life had a significant impact
on everyone he met. He lifted their spirits,
shared his wisdom, and gave them hope. He
will always be remembered as an institution in
Rutherford County and a luminary to all of his
friends and family.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF DAWN PHILLIPS-HERTZ, GEN-
ERAL COUNSEL TO THE MICHI-
GAN PRESS ASSOCIATION

HON. PETER HOEKSTRA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 27, 2010

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Madam Speaker, | rise
here today to recognize the retirement of
Dawn Phillips-Hertz.

Dawn has served as General Counsel to the
Michigan Press Association for nearly 30
years, offering free legal advice to anybody
from the more than 300 newspapers in Michi-
gan, including those located within Michigan’s
Second Congressional District.

Journalists throughout the state admired her
for gracefully offering a hotline to answer
tough questions with thoughtful and accurate
answers to any number of open government
questions.

She was committed to the cause of freedom
of the press, and was a staunch advocate and
aggressive defender of it.

Her knowledge of the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act and all laws pertaining to open gov-
ernment meetings helped countless reporters,
editors and publishers to fulfill their duty of
providing citizens with information necessary
for them to know the activities of their elected
representatives and other government officials.

She helped countless editors and reporters
from committing troublesome mistakes when-
ever it was necessary, fully understanding at
times intense deadline pressure.
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She also helped elected officials understand
potential pitfalls in introducing or voting upon
legislation that would impact the public’s right
to know.

Madam Speaker, | congratulate Ms. Phillips-
Hertz on her retirement following a successful
career in supporting journalism endeavors in
Michigan.

———————

IN HONOR OF THE CITY OF
NOVATO

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 27, 2010

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise with
pleasure today to congratulate the City of
Novato, California, on the fiftieth anniversary
of its incorporation.

Novatans are rightfully proud of their com-
munity, which has tripled in size since its
founding without losing the warm, small-town
atmosphere that makes it a charming place to
live. As the city has grown from an agricultural
settlement to a destination in its own right,
residents have kept their focus on the qualities
that make Novato unique—strong sense of
community, attachment to the natural sur-
roundings, and an appreciation of the region’s
vibrant and diverse history.

Indeed, the history of Novato long predates
its formal establishment half a century ago.
Hundreds of years before the arrival of the
Spanish, the Coast Miwok inhabited the area
around Novato, valuing it for many of the
same reasons that Novatans do today. The
city’s warm summers, tranquil hills, and fertile
soil make it a unique corner of Marin County.

Early European settlers realized this as well,
and Novato quickly became the site of some
of Alta California’s early Mexican land grants,
including the 1839 Rancho Novato grant that
later gave the city its name. It was also during
this time that another Novato rancho became
one of the first in the region to experiment with
growing wine grapes, an industry that has
since contributed so much to the identity and
economy of our region. After California joined
the United States, Novato grew into a more di-
verse agricultural hub, attracting Portuguese
and Swiss-ltalian pioneers to farm the land.

Since the 1930’s, however, Novato has had
to adapt to dramatic changes. During the
Great Depression, as local farms struggled to
survive, construction began on what would be-
come Hamilton Air Force Base. The Base
served as a critical center for defense and
pilot training on the Pacific Coast, both during
and after the Second World War. The city sub-
sequently began a process of rapid develop-
ment, attracting tens of thousands of new resi-
dents.

In face of this change, Novatans chose to
incorporate in 1960 (with 72 percent of voters
in favor) in order to take control over their col-
lective future. They adopted their first General
Plan in 1966 and have worked together ever
since to maintain what matters to them. For in-
stance, many of the structures that arose in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries are pre-
served in modern Novato as a treasured part
of the community’s heritage. The downtown
area, first subdivided in 1888, still recalls its
original spirit as a rural outpost far removed
from the cares of urban life.
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