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this weekend. This cemetery will serve as a
final resting place for our veterans and their
family members for many years to come.

The Bakersfield National Cemetery covers
more than five hundred acres and includes
full-casket gravesites, pre-placed crypts, in-
ground cremation sites and columbarium
niches. Additionally, the grounds will include a
public information center, a maintenance com-
plex, a flag assembly area, a memorial walk-
way, a committal service shelter, as well as in-
terment areas, plus irrigation and support fa-
cilities that will keep the grounds pristine as
the final resting place of many of our heroes
from the Central Valley of California who have
served and sacrificed for our country.

It is of the utmost importance that the brave
men and women who keep us safe be hon-
ored. This cemetery provides solace to the
families of service personnel; for others, it will
serve as a reminder of the sacrifice that patri-
ots have made, and will continue to make, on
behalf of our nation.

The Bakersfield National Cemetery is a
monument not only to the sacrifice of our local
veterans, but also to Kern County’s unending
commitment to those who serve, and the
cause of freedom for all. The Bakersfield Na-
tional Cemetery is a small token of apprecia-
tion for our men and women in uniform who
protect the freedoms that we enjoy today, and
| am honored today to recognize its first Me-
morial Day ceremony.

———

HONORING THE 60TH WEDDING AN-
NIVERSARY OF RAYMUNDO M.
BARRERA AND PLACIDA P.
BARRERA

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 27, 2010

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the 60th wedding anniversary of Mr.
Raymundo M. Barrera and Mrs. Placida P.
Barrera. | congratulate the couple on spending
over half a century married and going strong
together.

The couple is native to South Texas and
has contributed to the community through their
careers and service. Raymundo was born in
1926 in Mission, Texas to Dr. Cayetano
Barrera and Maria L. Martinez. That same
year, Placida Pena was born to Reynaldo
Pena and Josefa Ramirez in Guerra, Texas.

Their life together began the day they met
in Mission, Texas in 1940 at their young age
of 14 years old. As fate would have it, Placida
lived with her aunt and was next door neigh-
bors to Raymundo’s family. At the start of the
World War Il, a year later, Placida went back
to live with her parents in Jim Hogg County in
a community name Guerra or El Colorado
Ranch. She graduated from the Rio Grande
City High School in 1945. Eight years later,
she went back to Mission and reunited with
Raymundo. Raymundo had served his country
by being recruited into the Army and served in
Europe in 1945. After Raymundo and Placida
saw each other, Raymundo went back to
Delaware where he was stationed. The two
corresponded through letters while they were
apart.

By March 1950, in one of the many letters
exchanged—Raymundo asked Placida to
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marry him. By April, they were engaged and
on June 4, they were married. Throughout the
years, the two have been stationed at Laredo
Air Force Base, South Korea, Yokota, Japan,
and Kansas. By 1969, Sgt. Raymundo Barrera
retired from the military and moved to Laredo,
Texas. Following his retirement, Raymundo at-
tended colleges in Laredo and received his
bachelor's degree in criminal justice. Placida
earned her bachelor's degree in education and
taught in Roma, Texas. She taught for 21
years within the United Independent School
District, in Laredo, Texas. In 2001, she retired.

Today, Raymundo and Placida are retired in
Laredo, Texas. They have been blessed with
six children, 20 grandchildren, and 16 great
grandchildren.

| congratulate Raymundo’s and Placida’s
60th wedding anniversary. They have experi-
enced a great deal together, served the com-
munity of South Texas and the nation, and
continue going strong jointly.

—

HONORING WILLIAM (LARRY)
LUCAS, VICE PRESIDENT, GOV-
ERNMENT AFFAIRS, PHARMA-
CEUTICAL RESEARCH AND MAN-
UFACTURERS ASSOCIATION
(PhRMA)

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN

OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 27, 2010

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speaker, |
rise to pay tribute and honor Mr. Larry
Lucas—who is retiring from his position as
vice president, Government Affairs, of Phar-
maceutical Research and Manufacturers Asso-
ciation, PhRMA—for his dedication and illus-
trious career which, over many decades, has
always championed the improved health and
wellness of all people, but particularly of the
underserved.

During his tenure at PhRMA, Larry honed
his expertise and energy around coalition
building and grassroots development, and de-
veloped strong and strategic partnerships with
African-American and Latino state legislators
throughout the country. But Larry also worked
with a diversity of Members of Congress on
both sides of the aisle on issues that were and
remain critically important to expanding access
not only to medicines, but also to quality
health care information, services and treat-
ments. He launched numerous efforts to work
with a broad coalition of key stakeholders—
from patients, to healthcare providers and ad-
ministrators, to for-profit and not-for-profit
health organizations—to raise greater aware-
ness about the factors that exacerbate the ra-
cial and ethnic differences in access to quality
health care, as well as in health preferences
and health outcomes. Ever the communi-
cator—Larry did a stint in radio as a young
man—he also wrote a nationally syndicated
monthly column about new developments in
the pharmaceutical industry.

Larry’s incredible accomplishments, how-
ever, began long before he joined PhRMA.
Not only did he receive a bachelor of science
degree in education from Jackson State Uni-
versity in Mississippi and honorably serve the
Nation in the United States Air Force, but he
conceptualized and launched a landmark out-
reach campaign at the Bureau of Census for
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the 1980 census program that involved over
86,000 government jurisdictions. One testa-
ment to the success of this effort—which is
but one of many during his 16 years with the
Bureau—is that the program was replicated in
the 1990 and 2000 censuses.

Recently appointed to the Africa Diaspora
North Initiative Strategic Planning Committee
Board, as well as to the board of trustees for
the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, NAACP—where he is in-
volved in their contribution fund and health
committee—Larry holds numerous leadership
positions on the boards of directors, as well as
advisory boards and councils of some of the
Nations’ most influential and prominent organi-
zations. Among them are the following: the
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation, Inc.,
the National Black Caucus of State Legisla-
tors, the National Hispanic Medical Foundation
and The Joint Center for Political and Eco-
nomic Studies. Larry Lucas also serves on the
boards of directors for the Congressional
Black Caucus Political Education and Leader-
ship Institute, the Providence Health Founda-
tion Providence Hospital, Yale University’s
School of Nursing External Advisory Board,
and is a founding member of the National His-
panic Caucus of State Legislators’ Business
Board of Advisors.

Through his commitment to excellence and
unwillingness to accept mediocrity, Larry is
highly regarded as a respectful, trustworthy,
prepared and savvy federal and state legisla-
tive affairs expert. Through his perseverance
and unrelenting focus on and dedication to re-
ducing racial and ethnic, gender and geo-
graphic health disparities, Larry is widely
known as one of the Nation’s most passionate
health equity champions. And, through his
continued support of the efforts of not only the
Congressional Black Caucus Health Braintrust,
but of the Congressional TriCaucus, Larry is
not only a brilliant mind, but a great mentor
and friend who will be missed, but who also
will serve as an inspiration to so many others
for many decades to come.

On behalf of all those who have been
touched and informed by Larry Lucas’s efforts,
and whose health, health care, wellness and
thus life opportunities have been improved by
his myriad professional and personal suc-
cesses, | thank, honor and congratulate Mr.
Lucas today, and wish him health and happi-
ness during a long retirement with his loving
wife Camille, family and friends.

——

RECOGNIZING MR. BOBBY STOUT
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT

HON. TODD TIAHRT

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 27, 2010

Mr. TIAHRT. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor a man who has honorably served his
country in the United States Navy and his
community of the City of Wichita and Sedg-
wick County, Kansas.

After 53 years of involvement in the local
criminal justice system, Mr. Bobby Stout will
be retiring from his position as the Wichita
Crime Commission’s Executive Director, effec-
tive June 30th, 2010.

This remarkable achievement is the cul-
mination of an extraordinary career. After com-
pleting his military obligation in the United
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States Navy, he joined the Wichita Police De-
partment as an officer in 1957. He served
there for 23 years, retiring in 1980 as Deputy
Police Chief to accept his current position.

In the 30 years Mr. Stout has served on the
Wichita Crime Commission, he is personally
credited with developing advanced and spe-
cialty training programs for officers. This year,
under his direction, the Crime Commission is
conducting its 16th Annual Midwest Law En-
forcement Conference on Gangs and Drugs.
This annual program has provided training for
more than 2500 law enforcement officers
state-wide.

His involvement in the “Making Good
Choices” program has directly impacted Wich-
ita’s youth by highlighting the consequences of
poor decisions before they are faced with
them. Mr. Stout was also the face of the
weekly “Crime Stoppers” segment on local tel-
evision, where his work earned him the dis-
tinction of Kansas “Crime Stopper” of the
Year in 1993.

While tirelessly devoting his efforts to im-
proving the lives of his fellow citizens, Bobby
is first and foremost a devoted husband to his
wife, Jerry, and a proud father and grand-
father.

Madam Speaker, when parents in Wichita,
or anywhere in our country, search for role
models in their community that their children
can aspire to, they need look no further than
Bobby Stout. It is my distinct privilege to honor
him today in the House of Representatives.

———

INVESTOR DEPOSIT YARDSTICK
(INDY) ACT

HON. JANE HARMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 27, 2010

Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, | am
pleased to introduce with Rep. DAVID DREIER
the bipartisan Investor Deposit Yardstick
(INDY) Act.

On July 11, 2008, 6,500 depositors in
IndyMac bank woke up to find huge chunks of
their life savings had vanished. IndyMac col-
lapsed, and with it went $233 million in depos-
ited funds.

These small business owners, retirees and
working families were not speculating wildly on
the stock market—they were saving money in
a bank they thought was secure.

Three months later, as the economy
cratered, the federal government rode to the
rescue of customers of other failing banks. In
October 2008, the government raised the
FDIC insurance limit from $100,000 to
$250,000.

But it came too late for IndyMac customers,
and for customers of five other banks across
the country that were taken over by the FDIC.
The new limits applied only prospectively to
banks that would fail, not retroactively to those
that already had.

IndyMac was the largest savings and loan in
the Los Angeles area and its downfall hit Cali-
fornia especially hard. Imagine your child’s
education fund practically wiped out overnight.
Imagine your retirement nest egg decimated.
And when you go to claim your FDIC insur-
ance coverage, you are told you can’t recover
up to $250,000 but your neighbor can.

And many customers claim they were mis-
led by IndyMac employees into believing their
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savings in excess of $100,000 were fully in-
sured.

| am pleased to have partnered with Chair-
man FRANK and the FDIC to resolve this prob-
lem, as well as my co-author DAVID DREIER,
and | urge prompt passage of this legislation,
which is fully paid for out of fees assessed on
financial institutions.

——————

IN SUPPORT OF SECTION 45G, THE
SHORT LINE RAILROAD TAX
CREDIT

HON. THOMAS S.P. PERRIELLO

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 27, 2010

Mr. PERRIELLO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in support of the Section 45G Short Line
Railroad Tax Credit, which expired on Decem-
ber 31, 2009, so that we can support our na-
tion’s railway industry and the jobs that it cre-
ates.

Section 45G was enacted in 2004 to help
America’s lighter-density freight rail lines in-
vest in their infrastructure. Because this credit
has not been extended for 2010, the Bucking-
ham Branch Railroad in the 5th district of Vir-
ginia has been unable to make track repairs
and much needed upgrades, thereby affecting
Amtrak schedules and long term planning.
Fifty cents of every dollar that the Buckingham
Branch Railroad spends on improving its rail
infrastructure is directed to labor costs, keep-
ing Virginians employed.

The Short Line Railroad Tax Credit gen-
erates 6,890,000 rail track worker-hours each
year and 3,305 full-time jobs nationwide.
These numbers do not include the tens of
thousands of jobs in the American steel, tim-
ber, and aggregate industries that make steel
rail, railroad ties, and other railway equipment.

Section 45G is vital to enabling railway com-
panies to pay their track employees and invest
in tracks that serve local businesses. Short
line rail tracks connect many of America’s
small businesses to the national freight rail
network and promote economic development
in areas that need it most.

I respectfully encourage the conference
committee to ensure that the Short Line Rail-
road Tax Credit is successfully maintained.

HONORING CHARLES ROLAND
“BUDDY’ HUGHES

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 27, 2010

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker,

Whereas, our lives have been touched by
the life of this one man, who has given of him-
self in order for others to stand; and

Whereas, Charles Roland “Buddy” Hughes’
work is present in DeKalb County, Georgia for
all to see, being an advocate for the youth, the
elderly, the poor and ordinary citizens like you
and me; and

Whereas, this giant of a man thought there
was never an issue that was too tall; he would
protest, picket, march and speak out against
injustice, because he knew that in order to
have a better community it would take us all;
and
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Whereas, this remarkable man gave of him-
self, his time, his talent and his life; he never
asked for fame or fortune to uplift those in
need, he just wanted to do what was right and
when he committed to doing something his ac-
tions would cut like a knife; and

Whereas, Buddy Hughes was a husband, a
father, a son, a brother and a friend; he was
our warrior, our general, a man of great integ-
rity who remained true to the uplifting of our
community until his end; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to bestow an honorable mention and rec-
ognition on Charles Roland “Buddy” Hughes
for his leadership, friendship and service to all
of the citizens in Georgia and throughout the
world; a citizen of great worth and so noted
distinction;

Now therefore, |, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHN-
SON, Jr., do hereby attest to the 111th Con-
gress that Charles Roland “Buddy” Hughes of
DeKalb County, Georgia is deemed worthy
and deserving of this “Congressional Honor-
able Mention”: Mr. Charles Roland “Buddy”
Hughes, U.S. Citizen of Distinction, in the
Fourth Congressional District.

———————

OFFICER BENJAMIN L. KELLY

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 27, 2010

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today as a Congressman from the 8th District
of Washington, a resident of the great Pacific
Northwest, and a former law enforcement offi-
cer, to honor a man who acted courageously
under perilous circumstances late last year.
Seattle Police Department Officer Benjamin
Kelly answered the call of duty in the wake of
the heinous and unprecedented ambush of
four officers in Lakewood, Washington. Be-
cause of his efforts, law enforcement officers
and residents of Washington could breathe a
sigh of relief knowing a violent gunman was
no longer walking the streets.

The National Law Enforcement Officers Me-
morial Fund named Officer Kelly its “Officer of
the Month” in March and Officer Kelly has re-
ceived distinguished praise elsewhere for his
brave actions in the early morning hours of
December 1, 2009. That morning, Kelly en-
countered a parked car with its engine run-
ning. He pulled up behind the car—which he
suspected was stolen—and started the proc-
ess of documenting his discovery and deter-
mining the status of the vehicle. At the same
time, Kelly noticed a man standing nearby
who was wearing a hooded sweatshirt. Alert,
Kelly focused on his task and his sur-
roundings. Suddenly, Kelly spotted the man
walking toward his patrol car from behind.
Kelly left his vehicle, ordered the man to stop
and immediately recognized him as the sus-
pect in the terrible police ambush 48 hours
earlier. Instead of stopping, the suspect darted
away from the officer while reaching for a
weapon. Kelly shot the suspect and killed him,
ending the most extensive police manhunt in
Washington’s history and taking a ruthless Kkill-
er off the street.

Officer Kelly acted bravely, there is no
doubt. | know the courage it takes to confront
a dangerous and cold-blooded suspect. He
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