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spending in his State of the Union address to-
morrow as a way of addressing the federal
deficit. However, as President Obama works
to reduce the budget deficit and put our nation
on a path of fiscal responsibility, oil companies
are pushing us further into the red by con-
tinuing to drill for free on public land.

The “Royalty Relief for American Con-
sumers Act of 2010” that | am introducing
today with the gentleman from Maryland, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, would recover the more than $50
billion that taxpayers currently stand to lose in
foregone oil royalty payments as a result of
defective leases issued by the Department of
Interior between 1996 and 2000. The minerals
below our public lands belong to the American
people and no company should be allowed to
exploit them for free. This legislation would
protect American taxpayers and reduce our
budget deficit by up to $54 billion.

The legislation that we are introducing today
would offer oil companies a simple choice:
they can continue to drill for free on public
lands but they will not be permitted to pur-
chase new leases from the federal govern-
ment. The language in the Royalty Relief for
American Consumers Act has repeatedly
passed the House of Representatives in 2006,
2007 and 2008. It is time that we start drilling
for deficit dollars by reclaiming these lost roy-
alty payments and ending the free ride that oil
companies are currently enjoying on public
land.

As President Obama steps up efforts to re-
duce the federal budget deficit, ensuring that
oil companies are paying their fair share is a
common sense way to help restore fiscal re-
sponsibility. We can no longer afford to allow
oil companies to drill for free while taxpayers
are left holding the bill. Enacting this legisla-
tion will put an end to this taxpayer rip off
once and for all.

——————

HONORING PASQUOTANK COUNTY
COMMISSIONER JIMMIE HARRIS

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 26, 2010

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, | rise
to recognize the recent passing of Jimmie
Harris, a great local civic leader in Pasquotank
County, North Carolina.

A county commissioner and former volun-
teer fire department chief, Mr. Harris will long
be remembered for his leadership on issues
related to fire services, agriculture, education
and the local hospital. He was passionate
about doing everything he could to improve
the community, and even those people with
opposing viewpoints had great respect for him.

This is an enormous loss, and there is a
great deal of sadness throughout the commu-
nity.

K/Ir. Harris was a retired farmer and served
as Providence Volunteer Fire Department
Chief for over 20 years. He was also a de-
voted member of Berea Baptist Church, and
had served on many civic boards and organi-
zations.

Along with his wife, Brenda Corbett Harris,
Mr. Harris is survived by his mother, a daugh-
ter, a son, two sisters and three grandchildren.
They gathered with friends, family and loved
ones last week at the Berea Baptist Church
Family Life Center for a memorial service.
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Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
rise in recognition of Mr. Harris’ passing and
his lifetime of outstanding public service to his
community. | also ask that we pass along our
best wishes and prayers to his family, friends
and loved ones during this difficult time.

———

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES TO
HAITI

SPEECH OF

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 20, 2010

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, | rise in reluc-
tant opposition to this resolution. Certainly |
am moved by the horrific destruction in Haiti
and would without hesitation express condo-
lences to those who have suffered and con-
tinue to suffer. As a medical doctor, | have
through my career worked to alleviate the pain
and suffering of others. Unfortunately, how-
ever, this resolution does not simply express
our condolences, but rather it commits the
U.S. government “to begin the reconstruction
of Haiti” and affirms that “the recovery and
long-term needs of Haiti will require a sus-
tained commitment by the United States. . . .”
| do not believe that a resolution expressing
our deep regret and sorrow over this tragedy
should be used to commit the United States to
a “long-term” occupation of Haiti during which
time the U.S. government will provide for the
reconstruction of that country.

| am concerned over the possibility of an
open-ended U.S. military occupation of Haiti
and this legislation does nothing to alleviate
my concerns. On the contrary, when this reso-
lution refers to the need for a long-term U.S.
plan for Haiti, | see a return to the failed at-
tempts by the Clinton and Bush Administra-
tions to establish Haiti as an American protec-
torate. Already we are seeing many argue that
this kind of humanitarian mission is a perfect
fit for the U.S. military. | do not agree.

Certainly | would support and encourage the
efforts of the American people to help the peo-
ple of Haiti at this tragic time. | believe that the
American people are very generous on their
own and fear that a U.S. government commit-
ment to reconstruct Haiti may actually discour-
age private contributions. Mr. Speaker, already
we see private U.S. citizens and corporations
raising millions of dollars for relief and recon-
struction of Haiti. | do not believe the U.S.
government should get in the way of these
laudable efforts. | do express my condolences
but I unfortunately must urge my colleagues to
vote against this resolution committing the
United States government to rebuild Haiti.

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES TO
HAITI

SPEECH OF

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 20, 2010

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| would like to extend my support to H. Res.
1021, which expresses condolences to and
solidarity with the people of Haiti in the after-
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math of the devastating earthquake of January
12, 2010.

| would like to thank my colleague, BARBARA
LEE, chairwoman of the Congressional Black
Caucus, for offering this legislation and ex-
press heartfelt condolences and sympathy for
the people of Haiti in the wake of this horrific
natural disaster.

On January 12, 2010, a 7.0 magnitude
earthquake struck the country of Haiti. An esti-
mated 3 million people have been directly af-
fected by the disaster in Haiti, more than 1.5
million people left homeless, and severe dam-
age has been sustained by roads, ports, hos-
pitals, and homes.

The challenges in helping Haiti are im-
mense, and the U.S. and partner countries
have made important contributions to the re-
covery efforts. | commend the Obama admin-
istration for granting Temporary Protected Sta-
tus for Haitian nationals in the United States,
many of whom are unable to return home due
to the destruction in Haiti.

| applaud the individuals, businesses and
philanthropic organizations across the United
States and throughout the international com-
munity who have responded to the crisis in
Haiti with an outpouring of generosity and sup-
port.

It is clear that the people of Haiti are now
facing a humanitarian crisis that is unimagi-
nable and that will take years to recover from.
| support a sustained commitment to people of
Haiti and encourage innovative thinking in pro-
viding long-term assistance to the country.

| am committed to helping the Haitian peo-
ple recover from this tragedy and to rebuild
their homes, communities, and lives in the
days, weeks and years to come.

Again, thank you to Rep. BARBARA LEE for
introducing this resolution and urge all my col-
leagues to support H. Res. 1021.

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARVIN
L. GILLUM

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 26, 2010

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, | rise to share
with our colleagues the recent passing of
Marvin L. Gillum. He died on January 21,
2010, at the age of 85.

Marvin had a long history of service to the
city of Manassas, Virginia, and the greater
Prince William County community. He served
as mayor of Manassas for eight years from
1996 to 2004, and was also a former chair-
man of the Manassas School Board.

| submit for the RECORD an obituary for
Marvin that ran in the Manassas News & Mes-
senger on January 22:

MARVIN L. GILLUM

Marvin L. Gillum, age 85, died peacefully
at his home Thursday, January 21, 2010. He
was born on February 2, 1924 in his town, Ma-
nassas. He graduated from Osbourn High
School in 1940 and continued his education at
the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) where
he earned a B.S. in chemistry and pre-med.
He then received his D.D.S. from the Medical
College of Virginia School of Dentistry. He
worked as a dentist for forty years. His fa-
ther, Dr. V.V. Gillum, established the family
business in 1914 in Manassas where he served
a number of patients who arrived by train
from all over the area. Marvin served his
country as a Captain in the U.S. Air Force
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Dental Corps during the Korean War. After
retiring from dentistry in 1987, Dr. Gillum
chose a second career in investment broker-
age. He served Scott & Stringfellow as an
Executive Vice President, a Senior Vice
President, and sat on the Board of Directors.

In 1947, he and his bride Mardi came to Ma-
nassas where they raised three daughters,
Cindy, Debby and Melanie, who have given
their parents six grandchildren and two
grandchildren through marriage. Marvin and
Mardi were blessed with 62 wonderful years
of marriage. Apart from his devotion to his
wife and family, Dr. Gillum’s personal inter-
ests included tennis, bridge, piano and organ,
reading, baseball, the Washington Redskins,
and his alma mater VMI. His community ac-
tivities read like a full chapter in ‘“Who’s
Who in America,”” and include Mayor of Ma-
nassas for eight years (1996-2004); 15 years on
the Manassas School Board with ten as
chairman; former chairman of Prince Wil-
liam Health System Foundation; first chair-
man of the Manassas Historical Commission;
a trustee of the Manassas Baptist Church
and former deacon (where he had been a
member since age five); former director of
the City of Manassas Education Foundation;
former board member of Historic Manassas,
Inc; former commissioner of the Manassas
Baseball League; former director of the
Prince William Chapter of the American Red
Cross; advisory board of the Prince William
Campus of George Mason University; hon-
orary chairman of the March of Dimes;
former director of SERVE, Inc.; past presi-
dent of the Manassas Rotary Club; Out-
standing Alumni Graduate Award -Osbourn
High School Alumni Association; Vice Chair-
man and Board of Directors for Manassas
Dance Company; former member of Manas-
sas Kiwanis Club; and the Grand Marshal of
the Greater Manassas Christmas Parade in
1994. He has also been an avid supporter of
the local fine arts, backing such attractions
as the new home for the Center for the Arts
and the Loy E. Harris Pavilion. During his
tenure as mayor, the city experienced a ren-
aissance which included receiving the 2003
Great America Main Street Award and des-
ignation as one of ‘“Washingtonian’’ maga-
zine’s top places to live in the Washington
area. He truly loved his city and his lifelong
endeavor was to enhance the quality of com-
munity life for all who lived here.

He was preceded in death by his parents
Dr. V.V. and Lois Layman Gillum and his
sister, Jocelyn Gillum Scott.

Survivors include his wife, Martha Droste
Gillum; his three daughters, Cindy Gillum
Coiner and husband Bill of Midlothian, Va.,
Debby Gillum Milligan and husband Dick of
Manassas and Melanie Gillum Przybocki and
husband Dave of Manassas. Grandchildren
include: Caroline Milligan of Winchester,
Va., Meredith Milligan of Manassas, Cara
Clayton of Sarasota, Fla., Cory Clayton and
wife Signe of Denmark, Rob Dufour of New-
port News, Va., Mollie Przybocki of Manas-
sas, Wil and Jenny Coiner of Midlothian and
one brother-in-law, David Scott of Decatur,
Ga.

The family will receive friends from 1 to 4
and 6 to 8 p.m. Friday, January 29, 2010 at
Pierce Funeral Home, 9609 Center Street,
Manassas. A Celebration of Life will be held
at Grace E. Metz School, 9950 Wellington
Road, Manassas at 1 p.m. Saturday, January
30, 2010. A private family interment will take
place after the service at Stonewall Memory
Gardens, Manassas.

Contributions may be made in his memory
to his beloved Manassas Baptist Church, 8800
Sudley Road, Manassas, VA 20110 (Marvin al-
ways wanted a chime tower for all to hear)
or to the George Mason University, Hylton
Performing Arts Center, 10900 University
Blvd. MS5D2, Manassas, VA 20110 (for all to
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enjoy) in loving memory of Marvin L.
Gillum. Condolences may be sent to
www.piercefh.com.

———

IN MEMORY OF REBECCA H.
CAPUZZI, BELOVED MOTHER AND
GRANDMOTHER

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 26, 2010

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life and memory of Re-
becca H. Capuzzi, of Philadelphia who passed
away on December 20, 2009 at Jefferson
Hospital after a brief iliness.

Born on April 22, 1922 in Philadelphia, she
was the daughter of the late David Hoffman
and Mary (Singerman) Hoffman. Mrs. Capuzzi
is survived by her two daughters, Donna and
Judy, her son-in-law, Bernard, and her treas-
ured grandson, Brandon. She was the devoted
wife of the late John Capuzzi, a well known art
restorer in Philadelphia. Mrs. Capuzzi's appre-
ciation for the arts was evident to all those
lucky enough to know her. She encouraged
her beloved grandson, Brandon, to learn about
the importance of the arts and often brought
him to cultural institutions and performances.
She will be interred at West Laurel Hill Ceme-
tery, Mausoleum of Peace, with her husband.

Madam Speaker, Rebecca Capuzzi’'s com-
mitment to her family should not go unrecog-
nized. | express my deepest condolences to
her family for their loss and pay tribute to the
memory of this astounding individual.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. W. TODD AKIN

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 26, 2010

Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, on rolicall No.
10 on motion to suspend the rules and pass,
as amended—H.R. 3726—to establish the
Castle Nugent National Historic Site on the is-
land of St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands, as a unit
of the National Park System.

Had | been present, | would have voted
nay.”

HONORING MELVIN BARBER

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 26, 2010

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the life of Melvin Barber.
A successful businessman, an avid traveler,
and a beloved member of my extended family,
Mr. Barber had an exceptional ability to make
friends wherever he went. Mr. Barber passed
away on Monday, January 11, 2010, at the
age of 87.

Melvin Barber was a native of Weatherford,
Oklahoma, where he was born to Alfred Bar-
ber and Eva West in 1922. Mr. Barber re-
mained in Oklahoma throughout his youth,
growing up in the nearby towns of Drummond

January 26, 2010

and Enid. Upon graduation from Booker T.
Washington High School, Mr. Barber matricu-
lated at Langston University in Langston,
Oklahoma. Mr. Barber’s college education was
interrupted by the onset of the Second World
War; he was drafted in 1942 and began a
term of service which lasted for the duration of
the war.

After receiving an honorable discharge from
the U.S. Army in 1946, Mr. Barber moved to
Washington, D.C., where he enrolled at How-
ard University. While at Howard, Mr. Barber
became a Brother of Kappa Alpha Psi Frater-
nity, Inc. For over 50 years Mr. Barber was a
committed member of the fraternity, striving to
embody their motto of “Achievement in Every
Human Endeavour.”

Once Mr. Barber had completed his degree
at Howard, he moved to Cincinnati, Ohio, in
pursuit of career opportunities. In Cincinnati,
Mr. Barber found a position as a Medical Re-
search Associate in the Institute of Environ-
mental Health at the University of Cincinnati
Medical Center. Mr. Barber dedicated himself
to this position, staying at the Institute for over
30 years.

In addition to being an accomplished re-
searcher, Mr. Barber was a successful busi-
nessman and a cherished member of his com-
munity. For many years, Mr. Barber owned
and operated Highland Computer Systems. He
was also an active member of Allen Temple
AME Church of Cincinnati, extending his min-
istry to the community by acting as a sponsor
and mentor for many disadvantaged youth
throughout the Cincinnati area.

In 1996, Melvin moved from Ohio to Ari-
zona, where he took up residence in the town
of Peoria. In his retirement, Melvin indulged
his passion for travel, visiting countries and
making friends around the world. When not
travelling, he followed sports, particularly the
Phoenix Suns and the Arizona Diamondbacks,
and created beautiful works of stained glass
artwork.

Melvin left us on Monday, January 11, 2010.
| will always remember the treasured moments
we shared at family events, where he loved to
play dominoes and cards with his sister, Ger-
trude; my mother, Mildred; my sisters, Beverly
and Mildred; and my brothers in law, Martin
and Calvin. He always enjoyed good food, and
he was consistently engaged with current
events. | recall in particular his excitement at
the election of our first African American Presi-
dent, President “Obaama,” as he insisted on
calling him. | will deeply miss his laugh, his
kindness, his dedication to my 98-year old
Aunt Juanita, and his tremendous love for life.

Today we salute, honor, and celebrate the
life of a great human being, an outstanding
member of his community, and a true renais-
sance man. May his soul rest in eternal
peace.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 26, 2010

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
regret that | was unavoidably absent Thursday
afternoon, January 21, on very urgent busi-
ness. Had | been present for the five votes
which occurred, | would have voted “aye” on
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