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HONORING THE LIFE OF EDNA
MERLE WILKINSON

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2010

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of my mother-in-law,
Edna Merle Wilkinson, who passed away May
19th, 2010. | ask all my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the many outstanding achieve-
ments of Merle during her lifetime.

Merle Wilkinson touched the lives of many
with dedication and grace. Evidenced since
her early childhood, Merle’s driven and com-
passionate nature laid the foundation for a leg-
acy of inspiration to all who knew her.

Merle’s drive led her to be awarded the
American Legion Award for leadership, cour-
age and academic excellence at her high
school in Watsonville, CA. There she was also
elected Student Body Secretary, served as the
captain of the field hockey team, and was a
competitive ice skater. After high school, Merle
attended business college and was a legal as-
sistant to the Superior Court Judge in Salinas,
CA before marrying her life partner, John E.
Wilkinson, the son of the founder of Granite
Construction Company Walter J. Wilkinson.
Together, Merle and John built the highway
and road construction firm into one of the larg-
est companies in its field today.

With great compassion and a heart of serv-
ice, Merle became known for her community
involvement. She was active in the Eastern
Star and the Johnny Appleseed Auxiliary
where she hosted fundraisers for local char-
ities. Merle was a founder of the Lady Bugs
Auxiliary in Stockton, an organization that sup-
ports the developmentally disabled, as well as
an avid supporter of the American Diabetes
Association. Her desire to brighten the lives of
others was so strong that, if there was ever a
time when Merle could not be found, she was
most likely taking casseroles to the families of
cancer patients, as she often liked to do.

Merle’s greatest source of pride and happi-
ness, though, was her family—her three
daughters Susan, Patti and Nancy, and her 12
grandchildren and 21 great-grandchildren that
survive her today. Merle always put family
first, and | am forever grateful for her gift of a
mother’s eternal love.

Madam Speaker, while it is with great sad-
ness, | am truly honored to recognize and pay
tribute to a woman who has had such a posi-
tively profound impact on my life and the lives
of so many others. | ask all of my colleagues
to join with me in recognizing Merle
Wilkinson’s lifetime of achievements.

————

TRIBUTE TO IOWA FIRE CHIEF
LARRY SQUIRES

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2010

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize Marshalltown, lowa Fire Chief Larry
Squires on the occasion of his retirement.

Chief Squires has honorably served with the
Marshalltown Fire Department for the past 30
years. During the past three decades, Chief

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Squires played an instrumental role in the
many changes and improvements in fire pro-
tection and EMS delivery throughout the city.
Even during his last days as fire chief, Chief
Squires is continually looking for ways to im-
prove safety and response times with the sug-
gestion of an additional fire station on the op-
posite side of town. His forward thinking and
dedication to public safety speaks volumes of
his job as a public servant who is well re-
spected and loved by the people of
Marshalltown.

I know that my colleagues in the United
States Congress join me in commending Chief
Squires for his many years of loyalty and serv-
ice in protecting the community of
Marshalltown. It is an immense honor to rep-
resent Chief Squires in Congress, and | wish
all the best to him as he embarks on this next
chapter in life.

———

RESETTLEMENT OF INTERNALLY
DISPLACED PERSONS JIDPS) IN
SRI LANKA

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2010

Mr. HINCHEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to mark the first anniversary of the end of the
civil war in Sri Lanka. President Rajapaksa
promised to promote reconciliation on the is-
land and resettle Internally Displaced Persons
(IDPs).

One year after the end of the war, there are
still over 90,000 people who remain in deten-
tion and transit centers, including many
women and children. Not only have they not
been able to return to their homes, but they
still don’t have access to basic necessities.
Food and medical care are scarce, and inter-
national aid organizations are still not allowed
into many northern areas occupied by Tamils.

The Sri Lankan government should imme-
diately begin resettling IDPs in their original
homes. They must be allowed to return to
their families, livelihoods, schools, and places
of worship. Addressing humanitarian needs
and protecting the basic human rights of all Sri
Lankans should be the top priority of the
Rajapaksa government.

———————

IN TRIBUTE TO THE NOGUCHI MU-
SEUM ON THE OCCASION OF ITS
TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2010

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, | ask my
distinguished colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
Noguchi Museum. Isamu Noguchi was one of
the twentieth century’s most influential and
critically acclaimed Japanese-American sculp-
tors. The museum, which he established and
designed, is considered by many to be one of
his greatest achievements. It is also the first
museum in the United States to be founded by
a living artist in his lifetime.

Noguchi’s innovation is evident in the muse-
um’s construction. He converted a 1920s
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photo-engraving plant in Long Island City into
a two-story, 27,000 square foot exhibition
space divided into ten galleries, along with a
serene sculpture garden. The museum houses
the world’s largest and most extensive collec-
tion of Noguchi’s work, including his complete
archives. There is a comprehensive selection
of his sculptures in stone, metal, wood, and
clay, as well as drawings, models for public
projects and gardens, stage sets, furniture,
and his Akari Light Sculptures.

An internationalist, Noguchi drew inspiration
from his extensive world travels. This influence
is evident in the materials and techniques he
chose to use in his projects. Noguchi believed
in the social role of sculpture and created pub-
lic works all over the world including a play-
ground in Japan, a plaza in Texas, a garden
in Paris, a fountain in New Orleans and this
museum in Long Island City. He did not be-
long to any particular movement; often his
choices reflect his commitment to creating art
around public spaces.

Through his collaborations with international
artists, Noguchi became fluent in a range of
different media and schools and set a new
standard for artistic achievement. The mu-
seum repays his debt to the international com-
munity, by organizing traveling exhibitions and
loaning works to other institutions for special
exhibitions. It serves as an international center
for the study and interpretation of Noguchi’s
vision, life, and the influence of his work on
later artists.

The museum’s steadfast commitment to
education is reflected in the myriad of public
and academic programs and tours offered to
children, teens, and adults of all ages. Particu-
larly popular are the “Second Sundays” se-
ries, which convene renowned experts in art,
architecture, and design to explore a variety of
timely topics and complement the museum’s
mission and exhibits, and the summer “Music
in the Garden” series. Other programs vary
from panel discussions to curators’ talks, art-
ist-led gallery tours, and poetry readings.

The Noguchi Museum recently underwent a
renovation which has not only preserved the
artist’s vision, but has better enabled its facili-
ties to meet the needs of its ever expanding
audience.

Madam Speaker, | rise to pay tribute to all
the friends, family and supporters of the
Noguchi Museum on the occasion of its twen-
ty-fifth anniversary.

REMEMBERING JOAN SUE HUEY

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2010

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the memory of Joan Sue Huey.

Joan Huey was born on September 29,
1928 in a small farming village in China. In
1947, she married her life’s love, Albert Huey,
who served in the United States Army during
World War II. In 1948 they welcomed the birth
of their son, Dennis. They immigrated to the
United States in 1951, settling in San Fran-
cisco to seek a better life for their growing
family, which by then included two beautiful
daughters, Dora and Diana.

Throughout the years, Joan juggled the hec-
tic duties of being a wife and mother. She
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helped manage the family finances and
worked as a seamstress to provide extra in-
come. But she was happiest when cooking
traditional Chinese meals and delicacies; tak-
ing great pride in being an excellent chef and
she especially looked forward to cooking for
her grandsons. Joan was an accomplished or-
chid horticulturist, who proudly displayed her
flowering orchids throughout her home and
generously shared the lovely blooms with fam-
ily and friends.

After the passing of her husband, Joan de-
voted her time to her family until her own
passing on May 15, 2010 at the age of 81.
The legacy embodied by her loving family is a
testament to the ongoing story of American
opportunity. Madam Speaker, Joan Huey was
a devoted wife, mother, and grandmother and
| am proud to rise today in remembrance of
her life, and to express my condolences to her
family.

———

URGING ESTABLISHMENT OF U.S.
CONSULATE IN KURDISTAN RE-
GION OF IRAQ

SPEECH OF

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 19, 2010

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Madam Speaker, |
rise to discuss an omission of a co-sponsor
from my resolution, H. Res. 873, which
passed the House by voice vote yesterday.
The resolution calls for the Department of
State to establish a U.S. Consulate in the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq in order to normalize
United States-Iraq relations at the diplomatic,
commercial, and cultural levels as the U.S.
Armed Forces redeploys from Irag. The Hon-
orable ToM LATHAM, from lowa’s 5th District,
requested to be a co-sponsor on the afore-
mentioned resolution. However, by an error on
our part his name was omitted on the list we
submitted. To this end, | request that the
RECORD reflect he should have also been list-
ed as a co-sponsor.

———

TRIBUTE TO IOWA’S BEST AND
BRIGHTEST HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2010

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor the 48 high school seniors from lowa’s
4th Congressional District who were named by
the Des Moines Register as some of “lowa’s
best and brightest high school seniors”. Each
high school was asked to select a senior who
is among the brightest and the best—with a
mix of good grades, test scores, activities and
accomplishments that made them stand out
amongst their peers.

| would like to recognize: Katrina Even from
Bishop Garrigan High School (Algona), Kyle
Klingbell from Estherville-Lincoln Central High
School, Karina Haas from Algona High
School, Tyler Thorson from Forest City High
School, Danielle Carda from Humboldt High
School, Kelsey Frerichs from Laurens-Mara-
thon High School, Samantha Gelhaus from
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North lowa High School (Buffalo Center),
Brent Sexton from Rockwell City-Lytton High
School, Logan Fischer from Ruthven-Ayrshire
High School, Elizabeth Bruns from West Han-
cock High School (Britt), Lawrence Chiou from
Ames High School, Nathan Lippert from
AGWSR High School (Ackley), Cassandra
Bryan from Ballard High School (Huxley), Amy
Soma from Belmond-Klemme High School,
Brett Herring from Carlisle High School, Mat-
thew Mueller from Dallas Center-Grimes High
School, Stephanie Choquette from Eagle
Grove High School, Kaly Adkins from
Earlham, Taylor Johnson from East Marshall
High School (Le Grand), Paul Jacobson from
Gilbert High School, Kala Busby from Inter-
state 35 High School (Truro), Emily DeWall
from Madrid High School, Patrick Fink from
Marshalltown High School, Addison Bates
from Nevada High School, Austin Ward from
Norwalk High School, Audra Haglund from
Ogden High School, Chad Tenold from Perry
High School, Matt Hauer from Roland-Story
High School, Sandra Samuelson from South
Hamilton High School (Jewell), Grant Seuferer
from Southeast Warren, Janine Cibert from
Van Meter High School, Jordan Jones from
Waukee High School, Katelynn McCollough
from Webster City High School, Luke Byerly
from West Marshall High School (State Cen-
ter), Chance Sullivan from Winterset High
School, Gwendolyn Walton from Woodward-
Granger High School, Jonathan Garrett from
Indianola High School, Emily McQuiston from
Collins-Maxwell High School, Abigail Swartz
from South Hardin High School (Eldora), Sean
Michalson from Charles City High School, Jus-
tin Mikesell from Clear Lake High School,
Kristen Flak from Decorah High School, Hans
Wagner from Kee High School (Lansing),
Bryan Dannen from Mason City High School,
Laura Tempus from Northwood-Kensett High
School, Amanda Huisman from Osage High
School, Danielle Stockdale from Riceville High
School, Thomas Meirick from Turkey Valley
High School (Jackson Junction), and Brittany
Kruger from Waukon High School.

| applaud each of these students—the next
generation of leaders in lowa and this Na-
tion—for their hard work and accomplish-
ments, and | am proud to represent them,
their families, teachers and fellow students in
the United States Congress. | know that my
colleagues join me in congratulating these stu-
dents and wishing them well as they begin the
journey down their next paths in life.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF
JANET BRENNEMAN

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2010

Mr. TIBERI. Madam Speaker, | am pleased
to honor Janet Brenneman on the occasion of
her retirement from the Delaware County
Board of Elections.

Throughout our history, countless individuals
have striven to preserve and expand one of
our most fundamental rights — the right of
every American to cast a ballot. Informed,
thoughtful participation in our electoral process
by all citizens has been valued by generations
of Americans as the quintessential action help-
ing propel the United States onto the world
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stage as the foremost example of self-govern-
ment.

The dedicated men and women working at
our local boards of election can trace their
civic lineage to the suffragettes and freedom
riders of the past. They are the defenders of
our most cherished public act. In this pursuit,
Janet Brenneman has devoted the last 35
years of her life to the people of Delaware
County. Whether through long hours on elec-
tion night or her tireless advocacy to inform
the voters, Janet established an unparalleled
standard of excellence for all other election of-
ficers to emulate.

The Delaware Board of Elections stands out
as an example for other counties throughout
Ohio. Janet's quality of service is matched
only by the quality of her character. A devoted
friend to colleagues and a trustworthy public
servant to voters, Janet's many virtues, both
professional and personal, will certainly be
missed and hard to replace.

| offer my congratulations to Janet
Brenneman on her retirement and join her
friends and family in celebrating this great
milestone. On behalf of the citizens of Dela-
ware County and the 12th Congressional Dis-
trict of Ohio, | offer my thanks and gratitude
for her many years of service.

HONORING MS. GLORIA CHAO,
RUTGERS LAW LIBRARIAN

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2010

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Gloria Chao for both her serv-
ice as a librarian at the Rutgers School of
Law-Camden and for her infectious positive at-
titude.

Ms. Chao received her Bachelor of Arts
from Providence University in 1967 and a
Master of Science in Library Science
(M.S.L.S.) from the Graduate School of Library
and Information Science at Villanova Univer-
sity in 1970. After graduation, Ms. Chao
worked with Temple Law Library and Air Asia
in Taiwan. In 1979, Ms. Chao joined the li-
brary staff at Rutgers School of Law in Cam-
den, New Jersey. Upon joining the library
team, she immediately played an integral role
in establishing the cataloging department and
Research Library Information Network (RLIN)
system. By 1984, Ms. Chao was appointed
Head of Technical and Automated Services.

In her 31 years with Rutgers School of Law-
Camden, Ms. Chao has been a model of suc-
cess, hard work and positivity. She is affec-
tionately referred to as the “sunshine” of the
law library and the law school. Currently she
is using her bravery, optimism and strength to
battle stage 4 lung cancer. She is facing the
disease while keeping her sense of humor in-
tact.

Madam Speaker, Ms. Gloria Chao has
helped students and faculty find and secure
knowledgeable resources and information
while brightening the days of all around her. |
congratulate Ms. Chao on her accomplish-
ments at Rutgers and wish her the utmost
strength and courage in this time of sickness.
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