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Madam Speaker, we have to find a new di-

rection and be like America has been in the 
past, innovative and creative. 
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A TRIBUTE TO BEVERLY LOWRY 
FOR HER FOUR DECADES OF 
PUBLIC SERVICE TO CALIFOR-
NIA’S MOJAVE DESERT COMMU-
NITIES 

HON. JERRY LEWIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Beverly Lowry, a 
dear friend and dedicated public servant who 
has helped guide the city of Barstow and other 
High Desert communities for nearly 40 years. 

A native of Emporia, Kansas, Mrs. Lowry 
has lived in California since 1947, and moved 
with her husband Al in 1966 to the Mojave 
Desert outpost of Barstow. Although she is a 
veteran traveler, she has called the desert her 
home ever since, raising two sons and watch-
ing two grandsons grow up there. 

Friends of Bev Lowry know she is not one 
to sit on the sidelines, and just a few years 
after arriving in the desert she was elected to 
the Barstow Heights Community Services Dis-
trict board, which provided city-like services in 
an unincorporated area. During her 26-year 
service on that board, she oversaw the paving 
of nearly 33 miles of residential streets and 
the creation of a new off-ramp from Interstate 
15 to serve the community. 

Bev Lowry’s involvement in public policy 
grew beyond local elected boards when she 
joined the staff of California State Sen. Walter 
Stiern in 1974. For the next 20 years, she 
served the constituents of legislators and 
county supervisors as a staff member, becom-
ing a recognized expert at solving problems 
and resolving disagreements with county, 
State, and even Federal officials. Needless to 
say, since these were also my constituents as 
a member of Congress, I came to know Bev 
well and respect her greatly. 

As both a staffer and a local representative, 
Bev Lowry was one of the leaders in securing 
State funding to build Silver Valley High 
School and the Newberry Springs Senior Cen-
ter, as well as for the improvement of State 
Highway 58, an important cross-desert link. 

Perhaps her most significant contributions to 
her community came through Bev Lowry’s 
service as a board member of the Mojave 
Water Agency and her tremendous accom-
plishment as chairwoman of the committee to 
bring a State Veteran’s Home to Barstow. 

The Mojave Water Agency was created to 
deal with the serious problem of over-drafting 
of the underground basins that provide nearly 
all of the water for tens of thousands of desert 
residents. The agency was tasked with pro-
viding State Water Project water to residents 
of both the Mojave Desert and the eastern 
desert area known as the Morongo Basin. It 
was my honor to work with Bev and the other 
members of the MWA board to provide fund-
ing for pipelines to deliver this water, which 
now serves more than 100,000 people. The 
district has also begun an ambitious water rec-
lamation plan, and Bev was here in the House 
Chamber to observe Federal approval for that 
plan. 

Thanks to Bev Lowry’s leadership, State of-
ficials in the 1990s chose Barstow over 28 
competing locations to build the first State Vet-
eran’s Home in more than 100 years. The 
home provides a sanctuary for 400 retired and 
ambulatory veterans from throughout the High 
Desert area. 

Bev Lowry has been deservedly recognized 
for her contributions, chosen as Woman of the 
Year by the Barstow Chamber of Commerce— 
and then selected by the chamber as Woman 
of the Decade in 1987. 

Madam Speaker, every community in Amer-
ica wishes it had leaders like Beverly Lowry, 
who can pull people together and get major 
things accomplished. This weekend, Bev will 
be paid a wonderful tribute by the Barstow 
Community College Foundation, which is cre-
ating a scholarship in her name. I ask you and 
my colleagues to join me in congratulating 
Mrs. Lowry on her achievements, and thank 
her for her decades of public service. 
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CONGRESS CALLS FOR COM-
PREHENSIVE REVIEW OF LAND-
MINE POLICY 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, today 68 
members of the United States Senate sent a 
bipartisan letter to President Obama calling for 
a comprehensive review of the U.S. policy on 
anti-personnel landmines, urging the Adminis-
tration to identify any obstacles to joining the 
Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, 
Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti- 
Personnel Mines and Their Destruction. I am 
proud to say that 57 Members of the U.S. 
House of Representatives also sent a bipar-
tisan letter to the President in support of their 
Senate colleagues. 

Mr. Speaker, the United States has not ex-
ported anti-personnel mines since 1992; it has 
not produced anti-personnel landmines since 
1997; and it has not used anti-personnel land-
mines since 1991. During the past decade, the 
United States has become the world’s largest 
contributor to humanitarian demining and re-
habilitation programs for landmine survivors. I 
firmly believe that it’s time for the United 
States to formally join the 158 nations of the 
world who are parties to Convention banning 
anti-personnel landmines so that we can re-
ceive the credit for which our nation is long 
overdue and restore our leadership in shaping 
the Convention in the future. 

I know that there are military questions that 
require review so that all sectors of our gov-
ernment are united in joining the Convention. 
I believe there are answers to these ques-
tions, answers that our NATO allies and other 
nations have confronted and overcome over 
the past decade as they complied with Con-
vention’s requirements. There is a wealth of 
experience and knowledge among our NATO 
allies, all of whom are parties to this Treaty, 
on adopting new military strategies and tac-
tics, working with non-Treaty States, and iden-
tifying alternative weaponry as we abandon, 
once and for all, this indiscriminate, rogue 
weapon. I encourage our military leaders to 
reach out to our NATO partners and consult 
with their military counterparts on how they 

adapted and complied with the Landmine Ban 
Treaty. 

Mr. Speaker, I have seen first-hand the re-
sults of anti-personnel landmines on civilians 
and soldiers in El Salvador and Colombia. I 
have talked with survivors from around the 
globe, including men and women who proudly 
wear the U.S. military uniform. I have met with 
landmine survivors, including children, who 
were only working their fields or walking to 
school when they stepped on a landmine. 
They are not victims, Mr. Speaker—they are 
survivors and leaders in a global movement to 
ban this weapon from all current and future ar-
senals. They are clear-eyed, sophisticated in-
dividuals who are determined that no one—in 
uniform or civilian—shall ever be harmed 
again by these weapons. 

I believe, Mr. Speaker, that it is in our best 
national and security interests to join the Con-
vention. Clearly, the bipartisan letter by our 
Senate colleagues and the supporting House 
letter show that the time has come for the 
United States to once again take up its leader-
ship on this international issue. I ask unani-
mous consent to enter the House and Senate 
letters and related materials into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. 

U.S. SENATE, 
Washington, DC, May 18, 2010. 

Hon. BARACK OBAMA, 
The White House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: We are writing to 
convey our strong support for the Adminis-
tration’s decision to conduct a comprehen-
sive review of United States policy on land-
mines. The Second Review Conference of the 
Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, 
Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of 
Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruc-
tion, held last December in Cartagena, Co-
lombia, makes this review particularly time-
ly. It is also consistent with your commit-
ment to reaffirm U.S. leadership in solving 
global problems and with your remarks in 
Oslo when you accepted the Nobel Peace 
Prize: ‘‘I am convinced that adhering to 
standards, international standards, strength-
ens those who do, and isolates and weakens 
those who don’t.’’ 

These indiscriminate weapons are trig-
gered by the victim, and even those that are 
designed to self-destruct after a period of 
time (so-called ‘‘smart’’ mines) pose a risk of 
being triggered by U.S. forces or civilians, 
such as a farmer working in the fields or a 
young child. It is our understanding that the 
United States has not exported anti-per-
sonnel mines since 1992, has not produced 
anti-personnel mines since 1997, and has not 
used anti-personnel mines since 1991. We are 
also proud that the United States is the 
world’s largest contributor to humanitarian 
demining and rehabilitation programs for 
landmine survivors. 

In the ten years since the Convention came 
into force, 158 nations have signed including 
the United Kingdom and other ISAF part-
ners, as well as Iraq and Afghanistan which, 
like Colombia, are parties to the Convention 
and have suffered thousands of mine casual-
ties. The Convention has led to a dramatic 
decline in the use, production, and export of 
anti-personnel mines. 

We note that our NATO allies have ad-
dressed their force protection needs in ac-
cordance with their obligations under the 
Convention. We are also mindful that anti- 
personnel mines pose grave dangers to civil-
ians, and that avoiding civilian casualties 
and the anger and resentment that result has 
become a key priority in building public sup-
port for our mission in Afghanistan. Finally, 
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we are aware that antipersonnel mines in the 
Korean DMZ are South Korean mines, and 
that the U.S. has alternative munitions that 
are not victim-activated. 

We believe the Administration’s review 
should include consultations with the De-
partments of Defense and State as well as re-
tired senior U.S. military officers and dip-
lomats, allies such as Canada and the United 
Kingdom that played a key role in the nego-
tiations on the Convention, Members of Con-
gress, the International Committee of the 
Red Cross, and other experts on landmines, 
humanitarian law and arms control. 

We are confident that through a thorough, 
deliberative review the Administration can 
identify any obstacles to joining the Conven-
tion and develop a plan to overcome them as 
soon as possible. 

Sincerely, 
Patrick J. Leahy; Richard G. Lugar; 

Jack Reed; Daniel K. Inouye; Olympia 
J. Snowe; Joseph I. Lieberman; George 
V. Voinovich; John F. Kerry; Orrin G. 
Hatch; Carl Levin; Charles E. Schumer; 
Robert F. Bennett; Jeff Bingaman; 
Susan M. Collins; Max Baucus; Judd 
Gregg; Arlen Specter; Sheldon 
Whitehouse; Harry Reid; Benjamin L. 
Cardin; Dianne Feinstein; Ben Nelson; 
Lisa Murkowski; Robert Menendez; 
Barbara A. Mikulski; Christopher J. 
Dodd; Sherrod Brown; Kent Conrad; 
Mike Crapo; Richard Durbin; Ron 
Wyden; Byron L. Dorgan; Evan Bayh; 
Michael F. Bennet; Russell D. Fein-
gold; Maria Cantwell; Bill Nelson; 
Patty Murray; Blanche L. Lincoln; 
Mark R. Warner; George S. Lemieux; 
Mary L. Landrieu; Tim Johnson; 
Thomas R. Carper; Herb Kohl; Robert 
C. Byrd; Jon Tester; Edward E. Kauf-
man; Mark L. Pryor; Tom Udall; Claire 
McCaskill; Mark Udall; Kirsten E. 
Gillibrand; Frank R. Lautenberg; John 
D. Rockefeller, IV; Daniel K. Akaka; 
Kay R. Hagan; Jeanne Shaheen; Al 
Franken; Jeff Merkley; Debbie 
Stabenow; Mark Begich; Tom Harkin; 
Roland W. Burris; Robert P. Casey, Jr.; 
Amy Klobuchar; Barbara Boxer; Ber-
nard Sanders. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, May 18, 2010. 

Hon. BARACK OBAMA, 
President of the United States, The White 

House, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: We write to add our 

voices to our bipartisan Senate colleagues 
and convey our strong support for the Ad-
ministration’s decision to conduct a com-
prehensive review of United States policy on 
landmines. The Second Review Conference of 
the Convention on the Prohibition of the 
Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of 
Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruc-
tion, held recently in Cartagena, Colombia, 
makes this review particularly timely. It is 
also consistent with your commitment to re-
affirm U.S. leadership in solving global prob-
lems and with your remarks in Oslo when 
you accepted the Nobel peace Prize: ‘‘I am 
convinced that adhering to standards, inter-
national standards, strengthens those who 
do, and isolates and weakens those who 
don’t.’’ 

These indiscriminate weapons are trig-
gered by the victim, and even those that are 
designed to self-destruct after a period of 
time (so-called ‘‘smart’’ mines), pose a risk 
of being triggered by U.S. forces or civilians, 
such as a farmer working in the fields or a 
young child. It is our understanding that the 
United States has not exported anti-per-
sonnel mines since 1992, has not produced 
anti-personnel mines since 1997, and has not 
used anti-personnel mines since 1991. We are 
also proud that the United States is the 
world’s largest contributor to humanitarian 

demining and rehabilitation programs for 
landmine survivors. 

In the ten years since the Convention came 
into force, 158 nations have signed, including 
the United Kingdom and other ISAF part-
ners, as well as Iraq and Afghanistan which, 
like Colombia, are parties to the Convention 
and have suffered thousands of mine casual-
ties. The Convention has led to a dramatic 
decline in the use, production, and export of 
anti-personnel mines. 

We note that our NATO allies have ad-
dressed their force protection needs in ac-
cordance with their obligations under the 
Convention. We are also mindful that anti- 
personnel mines pose grave dangers to civil-
ians, and that avoiding civilian casualties 
and the anger and resentment that result has 
become a key priority in building public sup-
port for our mission in Afghanistan. Finally, 
we are aware that anti-personnel mines in 
the Korean DMZ are South Korean mines, 
and that the U.S. has alternative munitions 
that are not victim-activated. 

We believe the Administration’s review 
should include consultations with the De-
partments of Defense and State as well as re-
tired senior U.S. military officers and dip-
lomats, allies such as Canada and the United 
Kingdom that played a key role in the nego-
tiations on the Convention, Members of Con-
gress, the International Committee of the 
Red Cross, and other experts on landmines, 
humanitarian law and arms control. We are 
confident that through a thorough, delibera-
tive process the Administration can identify 
any obstacles to joining the Convention and 
develop a plan to overcome them as soon as 
possible. 

We look forward to hearing from you on 
plans for the review. 

Sincerely, 
James P. McGovern; Edward J. Markey; 

Janice D. Schakowsky; John Lewis; 
Nick J. Rahall II; Darrell E. Issa; Bob 
Filner; Sander M. Levin; Rosa L. 
DeLauro; James L. Oberstar; Collin C. 
Peterson; John Conyers, Jr.; Carolyn B. 
Maloney; Eleanor Holmes Norton; 
Betty McCollum; Peter Welch; Fortney 
Pete Stark; Charles B. Rangel; James 
P. Moran; Chaka Fattah; Raúl M. 
Grijalva; Lloyd Doggett; Michael M. 
Honda; Barbara Lee; Maurice D. Hin-
chey; Paul W. Hodes; Jesse L. Jackson, 
Jr.; Keith Ellison; Jerrold Nadler; Gary 
L. Ackerman; Jackie Speier; Tammy 
Baldwin; Henry C. ‘‘Hank’’ Johnson, 
Jr.; Sam Farr; Lynn C. Woolsey; Peter 
A. DeFazio; Melvin L. Watt; Michael H. 
Michaud; John J. Hall; John W. Olver; 
Earl Blumenauer; Marcia L. Fudge; 
Dennis J. Kucinich; Jim McDermott; 
Dale E. Kildee; Robert A. Brady; Lois 
Capps; Judy Chu; Rush D. Holt; Carol 
Shea-Porter; Michael E. Capuano; John 
Garamendi; José E. Serrano; Bobby L. 
Rush; Maxine Waters; Eni F. H. 
Faleomavaega; Susan A. Davis. 

[From the United States Campaign to Ban 
Landmines, May 18, 2010] 

SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES SUPPORT 
BAN ON LANDMINES: LETTERS SENT TO 
PRESIDENT OBAMA 
WASHINGTON, DC.—A letter signed by 68 

senators, asking the administration to join 
the 1997 Landmine Ban Treaty, was delivered 
to President Obama on Tuesday. The signers 
include 10 Republicans and two Independents 
and constitute more than the two-thirds of 
the Senate needed to ratify a treaty. 

Sen. Patrick Leahy (VT–D) and Sen. 
George Voinovich (OH–R) circulated the Sen-
ate letter, and a similar letter in support of 
the Senate initiative, circulated by Rep. 
James McGovern (MA–D) and Rep. Darrell 
Issa (CA–R) in the House of Representatives, 
was also delivered to President Obama. The 
existence of the letters was made public on 

May 8, but the final versions, with all signa-
tures, was delivered Tuesday. 

In describing the use of antipersonnel land-
mines, Sen. Patrick Leahy said, ‘‘The idea 
that a modern military like ours would be 
using indiscriminate, victim-activated weap-
ons today is hard to reconcile with our cur-
rent military objectives, particularly when 
you consider that the two countries (Iraq 
and Afghanistan) where our troops are fight-
ing are parties to the treaty and the mem-
bers of the coalition that we are leading in 
Afghanistan are also parties to the treaty.’’ 

The Administration launched a review of 
U.S. landmine policy late last year, and in 
the letters the legislators say that they are 
‘‘confident that through a thorough, delib-
erative review the Administration can iden-
tify any obstacles to joining the Convention 
and develop a plan to overcome them as soon 
as possible.’’ 

Rep. James McGovern, who circulated the 
letter in the House, said, ‘‘A thorough review 
will show that the U.S. can play an even 
greater role in the world on landmines by 
formally joining the ban. The Senate letter 
demonstrates the support is there.’’ 

The Congressional letters follow a letter 
sent to President Obama on March 22 by 
leaders from 65 national nongovernmental 
organizations that also urge the U.S. to re-
linquish antipersonnel landmines and join 
the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty without delay. 

‘‘The strong support these letters have re-
ceived shows that Congress is firmly behind 
accession to the Mine Ban Treaty,’’ said 
Zach Hudson, the coordinator of the U.S. 
Campaign to Ban Landmines (USCBL). ‘‘The 
U.S. has not used these barbaric weapons in 
19 years. With these letters, Congress adds 
its voice to that of the American people in 
calling on our government to join our NATO 
allies—and all of the 158 nations that have 
joined this treaty—and eliminate the use of 
landmines once and for all.’’ 

[From the Washington Post, May 8, 2010] 

SENATE PUSHES OBAMA ADMINISTRATION TO 
SIGN TREATY BANNING LAND MINES 

(By Craig Whitlock and Glenn Kessler) 

More than two-thirds of the Senate is urg-
ing the Obama administration to consider 
signing an international treaty that bans 
land mines, reviving a dormant campaign 
from the 1990s that left the United States di-
vided from its closest allies. 

Sen. Patrick J. Leahy (D–Vt.) said in an 
interview Friday that 68 senators had signed 
a letter to President Obama to support a 
‘‘comprehensive review’’ of U.S. policy on 
land mines. The letter is an indication that 
there are enough votes in the Senate to rat-
ify the treaty—at least 67 would be re-
quired—if Obama signs the measure, which 
has languished in Washington for a decade. 

‘‘We want to show we have enough people 
to ratify a treaty,’’ Leahy said. ‘‘I think 
there’s an excellent opportunity that we’ll 
finally do it.’’ 

The pressure from Congress leaves the 
White House in an awkward position as it 
tries to navigate between Obama’s desire to 
work closely with allies on security issues 
such as nuclear disarmament, while at the 
same time listening to advisers at the Pen-
tagon, many of whom are leery of such cam-
paigns. 

The mine ban treaty was the result of a 
grass-roots movement championed by celeb-
rities, including Princess Diana, and ordi-
nary citizens such as Jody Williams, a 
Vermont native who won the 1997 Nobel 
Peace Prize for her role as founding coordi-
nator of the International Campaign to Ban 
Land Mines. About 5,000 people a year—the 
majority of them civilians—are killed or 
maimed by mines scattered across 70 coun-
tries. 
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Neither President Bill Clinton nor Presi-

dent George W. Bush signed the treaty, 
which was negotiated in 1997 and took effect 
in 1999. Their rejections left the United 
States at odds with more than 150 countries 
that embraced the accord, including every 
member of NATO. 

The treaty prohibits the manufacture, 
trade and stockpiling of land mines. The 
United States has not used antipersonnel 
mines since the Persian Gulf War in 1991 and 
stopped producing them in 1997, but the mili-
tary keeps about 10 million of them in re-
serve. 

In November, State Department spokes-
man Ian Kelly announced that the Obama 
administration had decided against signing 
the treaty, saying, ‘‘We would not be able to 
meet our national defense needs nor our se-
curity commitments to our friends and al-
lies.’’ But after Leahy and human-rights 
groups condemned the decision, the State 
Department said it would revisit the issue 
and conduct a broader policy review. 

White House and State Department 
spokesmen emphasized Friday that the ad-
ministration is in the midst of a comprehen-
sive review, cutting across all affected agen-
cies, that will not be completed for some 
months. But two senior U.S. officials speak-
ing on the condition of anonymity indicated 
that the administration is actively looking 
for ways to come into compliance with the 
treaty without endangering national secu-
rity needs. 

‘‘We are asking that if you come into com-
pliance, what would be the costs and the ben-
efits—and if there are costs, how can they be 
addressed in other ways,’’ one senior official 
said. 

The official described the administration’s 
review as ‘‘a herculean effort’’ intended to 
‘‘cut through reflexive reactions’’ to the 
issue of eliminating land mines from the 
Pentagon’s arsenal. 

Officials also said they welcomed the indi-
cation of bipartisan support represented by 
the Leahy letter. 

Another senior U.S. official, speaking on 
the condition of anonymity to discuss inter-
nal deliberations, said the administration is 
looking at what new technologies could be 
used to bring the United States into compli-
ance with the treaty while also allowing it 
to respond to threats such as North Korea. 
Some military officials want to maintain the 
U.S. stockpile in case it is needed to slow an 
invasion of South Korea by the North. About 
30,000 U.S. forces are stationed in the South. 

The Pentagon declined to say whether it 
would support the treaty, citing the Obama 
administration’s review. ‘‘It would be pre-
mature at this time to provide any state-
ment until the review is complete,’’ said 
Geoff Morrell, the Pentagon press secretary. 

Leahy, who has fought for a land-mine ban 
for many years, said there was bipartisan 
support in Congress for ratifying the treaty. 
Ten Republicans have signed the letter to 
Obama, which Leahy said will be delivered to 
the White House next week. The lead Repub-
lican co-sponsor is Sen. George V. Voinovich 
(Ohio), Leahy aides said. 

In November, Leahy criticized the Obama 
administration’s initial decision to reject 
the treaty as ‘‘a default of U.S. leadership.’’ 
Since then, he said, White House and State 
Department officials have left him with the 
impression that they are seriously consid-
ering adopting the treaty, especially if he 
can help deliver the votes in a Senate that is 
usually sharply divided along partisan lines. 

‘‘It’s been a much more positive response 
than I’ve seen in a long, long time,’’ Leahy 
said of his talks with administration offi-
cials. 

Leahy noted that Obama has pushed for a 
global reduction in nuclear arms; ignoring 
land mines, he added, could undercut U.S. di-
plomacy on that front. ‘‘If we want to keep 
the high moral ground, then we have to do 
it,’’ he said. 

Although Clinton did not sign the inter-
national mine ban, he ordered the Pentagon 
in 1998 to develop alternatives to anti-
personnel mines, with the goal of giving 
them up completely by 2006. 

In 2004, in response to objections from the 
Pentagon, Bush adopted a different policy 
that permits the U.S. military to use sophis-
ticated mines that are designed to self-de-
struct within a fixed number of days. The 
idea was to reduce civilian casualties from 
unexploded mines left on the battlefield. 

At the same time, Bush set a deadline of 
2010 for the U.S. military to end the use of 
antipersonnel or anti-vehicle mines that 
lack timers. Obama administration officials 
have said that they are on track to meet 
that deadline this year. 

Neither China nor Russia has ratified the 
international mine ban treaty. Human rights 
groups say there is little pressure for them 
to do so as long as the United States doesn’t 
sign. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF EL HADJ 
AMADOU THIOUF 

HON. ED PASTOR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

Mr. PASTOR of Arizona. Madam Speaker, I 
rise before you today to honor the life of a 
great educator, El Hadj Amadou Thiouf. Born 
in Bargny, Senegal, he devoted his entire life 
to the cause of education. Studying for 4 
years at ecole normal William Ponty, an elite 
school in Thies, Senegal, he was first as-
signed to Lamingue, Kaolack, where he 
served for 2 years and met his wife Adj Fatou 
Ndoye. They were married on August 11, 
1957. 

From 1957 to 1971, he lived in Rufisque 
where he taught at three different institutions: 
Diokoul, Fass and Matar Seck. In 1971, he 
was sent to Matam, a city in northwest Sen-
egal, and then moving again, serving in 
Bargny, the city of his birth, from 1972 to 
1975. 

In 1978, he returned to his hometown of 
Rufisque and became the principal of Thiokho 
Elementary School, the school close to his 
home and where his children attended. There, 
he remained as principal until 1985, when he 
became the head of El Hadj Ousseynou 
Diagne, the largest elementary school in 
Rufisque. 

After a long and distinguished career as an 
educator, Mr. Thiouf retired on September 9, 
1992. He is a recipient of the Ordre National 
du Lion, Senegal’s highest national honor and 
the Chevalier des Palmes Acadèmiques for 
his lifelong dedication and commitment to edu-
cation. 

In 1998, Mr. Thiouf and his wife became 
permanent residents of the United States and 
spent half their time in the United States and 
the other half in Senegal. 

He is survived by his widow Fatou Ndoye 
and their 10 children: Mame, Diaraf, Abdou, 
Seynabou, Pape, Adj, Sokhna, Awa and Ma-
homet. Mr. Thiouf also had 13 grandchildren. 
Their oldest son Alassane, a graduate of the 
University of Arizona, died in a tragic car acci-
dent in September 1990 in Senegal. 

Madam Speaker, it is an honor to come be-
fore you today and share the life of this great 
man. 

TRIBUTE TO SONNY CALLAHAN, 
2009 MOBILIAN OF THE YEAR 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to former Alabama Congressman 
Sonny Callahan, who was honored on April 8 
with the Mobilian of the Year Award, pre-
sented by the Cottage Hill Civitan Club. 
Former Congressman Callahan received the 
Bienville Plaque and a proclamation from 
Mayor Sam Jones. 

I was honored to deliver a tribute to Sonny 
Callahan’s life and career during the award 
celebration on April 8 and below is an excerpt 
of my remarks. 

The Sonny Callahan story is much like 
that of many other young men his age—and 
from that time in Mobile’s past. But Sonny, 
according to those who have known him the 
longest, was always someone special. He had 
the good looks, the charm and personality 
that made other people feel good about 
themselves when they were with him. 

He had a natural charisma and intellect, 
often masked with that Reagan-esque self- 
deprecating humor, that made Sonny, even 
to his peers and colleagues, a natural-born 
leader that people gravitated to for his coun-
sel and advice, for his often unique perspec-
tive on life . . . or simply for a little humor 
and levity to lighten the moment. 

As the story goes, we know he used those 
talents early on in the world of business and 
it was a success story that made for a nat-
ural campaign brochure. 

I’ll never forget what our wonderful friend, 
mentor and advisor, the late Bill Yeager, 
told me when I was first interviewing to be 
Sonny’s campaign press secretary back in 
1982 . . . Bill said, ‘‘Jo, Sonny’s story of a 
self-made man who grew up with all the rea-
sons not to succeed, but overcoming one ob-
stacle after another, always finding a way to 
be successful, is not just biographical hype. 

‘‘Even if he is sometimes hard to pin- 
down,’’ Bill told me, Sonny is truly one of 
the most decent human beings I have ever 
known.’’ 

And as Bill Yeager often was in his judg-
ment of others, he was right on the money as 
it related to Sonny. 

Sonny’s early success on the campaign 
trail . . . he was elected to the Alabama 
House in 1970 and only once—in the 14 times 
his name appeared on the ballot—did he not 
finish first—was an omen of even bigger op-
portunities that would come. 

But Sonny wasn’t just someone who loved 
politics . . . he loved helping people. 

And that, my friends, is a distinction that 
sadly, too few of us make when it comes to 
lumping everyone in politics in the same vat. 

There were the light-hearted moments . . . 
like the time when Sonny was driving to 
Montgomery when the legislature was in ses-
sion and his friend, Tommy Sandusky, had 
finally gotten one of those Motorola car 
phones almost a year after Sonny had gotten 
his first car telephone. 

The story goes that Tommy was so proud 
of the fact that he had finally caught up to 
Sonny, that he pulled up to Sonny in his car 
at a stoplight in Montgomery, picked up the 
phone and called him to say, ‘‘hey Sonny, I 
just wanted you to know that I’m calling 
you on my car phone.’’ 
. . . to which Sonny—with that quick Cal-
lahan wit replied without missing a beat— 
‘‘Tommy that’s great . . . unfortunately, I 
can’t talk right now because my other phone 
is ringing.’’ 
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