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He held positions with the U.S. Federal Gov-
ernment Printing Office as a pressman, the 
U.S. Post Office as a letter carrier, and later 
joined the private sector in the board sales 
business. In 2003, Walter joined the American 
Association of Retired Persons’ Senior Com-
munity Services Employment Program, AARP/ 
SCSEP, as a job developer. Walter flourished 
in this environment, directly impacting the lives 
of over 1,000 seniors who participate in the 
program for employment placement services. 
In 2010, Walter was promoted to be assistant 
director of the program. In 6 years, he missed 
only one day of work. 

Madam Speaker, Waldestrudis Torres was 
an outstanding individual and an extraordinary 
example of American strength and character. 
Hardworking and large-hearted, he placed 
service to community and country above all 
else and should be remembered for his deep 
sense of commitment to others. I ask that my 
colleagues join me in honoring the life of 
Waldestrudis ‘‘Walter’’ Torres. 

f 

ON JESSIE PAVLINAC’S SERVICE 
AS PRESIDENT OF THE AMER-
ICAN DIETETIC ASSOCIATION 

HON. KURT SCHRADER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

Mr. SCHRADER. Madam Speaker, my state 
of Oregon has its share of remarkable people. 
One of whom I wish to recognize today is a 
constituent of mine, Jessie Pavlinac, a reg-
istered dietitian from Oregon City. 

As a registered dietitian, Jessie directs nutri-
tion and patient services for adult and pedi-
atric patients at Oregon Health and Science 
University Hospitals and Clinics in Portland. 
She is an instructor at OHSU’s School of Med-
icine, the preceptor for the dietetic internship 
program where she has influenced the careers 
of thousands of dietitians for more than 27 
years, and is also a faculty member of the 
University of Phoenix in Portland. Her spe-
cialty in dietetics is the complex area of renal 
nutrition and transplant nutrition support, both 
of which will increase in importance owing to 
our nation’s aging population. 

She and her husband Randy, and their two 
sons, lived for nearly 20 years on a small fam-
ily berry farm, an experience which has given 
her a life-long commitment to a reliable, sus-
tainable and safe food supply for the health of 
our nation. 

Jessie Pavlinac’s commitment to good nutri-
tion and health has led her to numerous lead-
ership positions in the American Dietetic Asso-
ciation, the world’s largest organization of food 
and nutrition professionals. Since June 1, 
2009, Jessie has served as ADA’s 84th presi-
dent. Her term as president expires at the end 
of May. Among the many accomplishments of 
the American Dietetic Association during Jes-
sie Pavlinac’s presidency, ADA will end this 
Fiscal Year on May 31 with its largest mem-
bership ever—more than 71,000. 

In addition to serving her patients and stu-
dents, Jessie has held numerous positions in 
the dietetics profession, including president of 
both the Portland Dietetic Association and the 
Oregon Dietetic Association. A partial listing of 
her many awards and honors includes the Na-
tional Kidney Foundation Council on Renal 

Nutrition Recognized Dietitian Award, OHSU’s 
‘‘Hidden Treasure’’ Award, ADA’s Council on 
Education Outstanding Dietetics Educator, the 
Oregon Dietetic Association Award of Merit, 
and the 2006 Nutrition Ambassador Scholar-
ship. 

After completion of her bachelor’s degree at 
Oregon State University, Jessie earned a 
master’s degree from the University of Wis-
consin. 

Founded in 1917, ADA is committed to im-
proving the nation’s health and advancing the 
profession through research, education and 
advocacy. Approximately three-fourths of 
ADA’s members are registered dietitians. 
Other members include dietetic technicians 
registered, educators, researchers, and stu-
dents. In fact, nearly half of the membership 
holds advanced academic degrees. ADA 
members serve throughout the nation’s 
healthcare system as well as in nonprofit orga-
nizations, schools, correctional facilities, gov-
ernment, and community organizations. They 
can also be found in the food industry, health 
clubs, weight management clinics, wellness 
centers, and as consultants. 

Madam Speaker, I want to extend my con-
gratulations and best wishes to Jessie 
Pavlinac for completing a successful term as 
President of the American Dietetic Associa-
tion, and for her service to her patients, her 
colleagues, her profession, and our nation. 
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TRIBUTE TO VALERIE HILL, 
UNDERSHERIFF OF RIVERSIDE 
COUNTY 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and pay tribute to an individual from 
the 44th congressional district of California for 
her outstanding contributions and achieve-
ments. Valerie Hill, a 31-year veteran of the 
Riverside County Sheriff’s Department, was 
recently awarded the 2010 ‘‘ATHENA’’ Award 
of the Inland Valley for being a valued role 
model who represents excellence in her pro-
fession, extensive community service, and 
generous mentoring. The ATHENA Awards 
program, which was created in 1982 and is an 
extension of local Chamber of Commerce’s, 
recognizes outstanding professional and busi-
ness women in the community. 

Valerie is the first woman to be undersheriff 
of Riverside County. Prior to this appointment, 
she received a bachelor’s degree in business 
management and went on to be a female hos-
tage negotiator field training officer and assist-
ant sheriff. She has served in Lake Elsinore, 
Jurupa, Moreno Valley, and Riverside, where 
she has mentored many women in the depart-
ment. 

Valerie has received a number of awards 
recognizing her accomplishments. In 2006, 
she was president of the Southern California 
Jail Managers Association, and in 2007, she 
received the lifetime achievement award from 
the Law Enforcement Appreciation Committee. 
In 2002, she was a YWCA Woman of 
Achievement, in 2004 she was recognized as 
Inland Empire Magazine’s Woman Who 
Makes a Difference, and in 2005 received the 
Gold Key Award from Soroptimist Inter-
national. 

She was president of Operation Safe House 
and the Riverside Area Rape Crisis Center 
and also served as chair for the YWCA’s 
Evening of Achievement event. Additionally, 
Valerie makes time with her family to serve 
hot meals to the homeless and is an active 
member of Kiwanis of Riverside. 

Valerie Hill’s tireless passion for community 
and public service has contributed immensely 
to the betterment of the community of River-
side, California. I am proud to call Valerie a 
fellow community member and American. I 
know that many community members are 
grateful for her service and salute her as she 
receives this prestigious recognition of honor. 
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AMERICA COMPETES 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 12, 2010 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5116) to invest in 
innovation through research and develop-
ment, to improve the competitiveness of the 
United States, and for other purposes: 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam Chair, 
I would like to thank Chairman MILLER of the 
Education and Labor Committee for working 
cooperatively with the Science and Tech-
nology Committee on H.R. 5116, the America 
Competes Reauthorization Act of 2010. Chair-
man MILLER has been a champion of STEM 
education in the House and his Committee 
has been very supportive in helping shape the 
STEM education provisions in the Competes 
Act. I insert into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
an exchange of letters between the Commit-
tees on Science and Technology and Edu-
cation and Labor. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR, 

Washington, DC, May 5, 2010. 
Hon. BART GORDON, 
Chairman, Committee on Science and Tech-

nology, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN GORDON: In recognition of 
the desire to expedite consideration of H.R. 
5116, the America COMPETES Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2010, the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor agrees to waive formal con-
sideration of the bill as to provisions that 
fall within its rule X jurisdiction. 

The Committee takes this action with our 
mutual understanding that by foregoing con-
sideration of H.R. 5116 at this time, it does 
not waive any jurisdiction over subject mat-
ter contained in this or similar legislation, 
and that our Committee will be appro-
priately consulted and involved as the bill or 
similar legislation moves forward, so that we 
may address any remaining issues in our ju-
risdiction. The Committee also reserves the 
right to seek appointment of an appropriate 
number of conferees to any House-Senate 
conference involving this or similar legisla-
tion, and requests your support for any such 
request. 

I would appreciate your including this let-
ter in the Congressional Record during con-
sideration of the bill on the House floor. 

Thank you for your attention to this mat-
ter, and for the cooperative working rela-
tionship between our two committees. 

Sincerely, 
GEORGE MILLER, 

Chairman. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-

MITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECH-
NOLOGY, 

Washington, DC, May 6, 2010. 
Hon. GEORGE MILLER, 
Chairman, Committee on Education and Labor, 

House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN MILLER: Thank you for 

your May 5, 2010 letter regarding H.R. 5116, 
the America COMPETES Reauthorization 
Act of 2010, Your support for this legislation 
and your assistance in ensuring its timely 
consideration are greatly appreciated. 

I agree that provisions in the bill are with-
in the jurisdiction of the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor. I acknowledge that by 
waiving rights to further consideration of 
H.R. 5116, your Committee is not relin-
quishing its jurisdiction and I will fully sup-
port your request to be represented in a 
House-Senate conference on those provisions 
over which the Committee on Education and 
Labor has jurisdiction in H.R. 5116, or simi-
lar legislation. A copy of our letters will be 
placed in the legislative report and the Con-
gressional Record during consideration of 
the bill on the House floor. 

I value your cooperation and look forward 
to working with you as we move ahead with 
this important legislation. 

Sincerely, 
BART GORDON, 

Chairman. 
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TRIBUTE TO TIM RUSSELL, BALD-
WIN COUNTY, ALABAMA PRO-
BATE JUDGE 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a distinguished public servant 
from my home state, a man who has who has 
served as Mayor of the City of Foley, Revenue 
Commissioner for the State of Alabama and 
now, has returned to his beloved home county 
to assume the responsibilities as Baldwin 
County’s new Probate Judge, the Honorable 
Tim Russell. 

On April 16, Governor Bob Riley appointed 
Commissioner Russell to be the next Probate 
Judge of Baldwin County. Tim’s selection was 
an outstanding choice. 

As an Army Captain during the Vietnam 
War, Tim demonstrated leadership and loyalty 
to his country—vital qualities he still pos-
sesses. He was awarded the Army Com-
mendation Medal for his military service. 

As a businessman, Tim led Baldwin Mutual 
Insurance Company as president, while also 
taking the mantel of public service in his home 
town. He was elected mayor of Foley in 1996 
and was re-elected twice, serving until 2006. 

On March 3, 2008, Governor Bob Riley ap-
pointed Tim Russell as Alabama Revenue 
Commissioner. In this statewide position, Tim 
was responsible for the operation and man-
agement of the state’s revenue collections, 
which exceed $8 billion annually. And as a 
key member of Governor Riley’s cabinet, Tim 
used his experience in both business and pub-
lic life to help advance the governor’s agenda 
of always putting Alabama first. Throughout 
his 8 years in office, Governor Riley has al-
ways prided himself on assembling a truly 
world-class Cabinet and Tim Russell is one of 
the reasons why this statement was so true. 

Tim’s able stewardship of this major state 
agency made him the logical choice to replace 

former Baldwin County Probate Judge Adrian 
Jones, who recently retired to spend more 
time with his family. Tim officially took office 
on May 3, 2010. 

Madam Speaker, Judge Russell has held 
numerous posts in many community organiza-
tions, including the South Baldwin Chamber of 
Commerce, the South Baldwin United Way, 
the Foley Rotary Club, and the Foley Library 
Board, to name just a few. 

Tim has been the epitome of a servant lead-
er and he and his wife, Sandy, are great 
friends, as well, to Janee and me. With this 
latest responsibility, I am confident that Judge 
Russell will continue to make his family, his 
friends and all of South Alabama extremely 
proud. 

I congratulate Tim on his appointment and 
wish him and his family continued success 
and much happiness. 
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COBRA HEALTH BENEFITS 
EXTENSION ACT OF 2010 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today on behalf of those relying on 
COBRA benefits for health coverage. 

Millions of Americans have lost their jobs 
since the recession began in 2007. Unfortu-
nately, when you lose your job, you generally 
lose your health insurance. For those with a 
preexisting condition or ongoing health prob-
lem, this common scenario can leave them 
with no health insurance and often no way to 
get coverage. 

Section 113 of the House version of the 
health care reform bill gave unemployed 
Americans the option of staying on their 
COBRA insurance beyond the typical 18- 
month eligibility period. The provision was de-
signed as a stopgap measure to prevent more 
people from becoming uninsured. 

The Senate bill did not include similar provi-
sions extending COBRA. With California’s high 
unemployment rates, my office has received 
calls from San Diegans on the verge of losing 
their COBRA benefits with nowhere to turn for 
health insurance. 

We know that COBRA coverage is not per-
fect. Premiums are generally higher because 
employers are no longer paying a portion of 
the cost. However, especially for those with 
significant health care costs, COBRA cov-
erage is extremely valuable. 

In fact, the average medical expenses for a 
patient with diabetes cost $13,000 per year, 
according to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, CDC. The average cost of 
treating breast cancer rose to nearly $21,000 
and prostate cancer to over $41,000 in 2008, 
according to the National Cancer Institute. 

Can you imagine facing these types of 
health care costs without any type of insur-
ance? Because of the high unemployment 
rates, I fear many Americans are close to los-
ing their COBRA eligibility. 

I’m proud to introduce the COBRA Health 
Benefits Extension Act of 2010 with Chairman 
GEORGE MILLER, Congressman ROBERT AN-
DREWS, and Congressman JOE COURTNEY to 
help Americans keep their health insurance. 
Those on COBRA can stay with their cov-

erage beyond standard eligibility periods until 
they find a new job providing insurance or until 
health insurance exchanges are available in 
2014. They can also drop their COBRA cov-
erage and enter a government-sponsored 
high-risk pool if they so choose. This legisla-
tion provides a bridge to those at risk of losing 
their health coverage so they do not have to 
go without insurance. 

Madam Speaker, thank you very much for 
your efforts to make health coverage acces-
sible and affordable. 

f 

THE DEEPWATER HORIZON 
TRAGEDY 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, nearly 1 
month after the Deepwater Horizon oil spill 
began on April 20, oil continues to flow from 
the well, poisoning the Gulf and destroying the 
environment. The Deepwater Horizon Rig ac-
tivities were considered by all to be a low risk 
drilling exploration. Such a classification sends 
chills up my spine given the countless riskier 
drilling ventures occurring along the coasts of 
this great Nation. 

While millions of Americans tune into the 
news to watch the destruction of the Gulf 
Coast, the environment, and the economy of 
that area, I think of the thoughtless, baseless, 
and cavalier Republican energy chants ‘‘Drill 
Baby Drill.’’ It echoes in the ears of the Amer-
ican public and anybody who cares about the 
Gulf Coast. Drill Baby Drill—what a farfetched 
plan given that the U.S. contains 2.2 percent 
of world oil reserves and consumes 25.9 per-
cent of the world’s oil consumption. You do 
not have to be a math scholar or a Nobel 
Prize economist to see the flaws of this strat-
egy. 

We need to find alternative forms of energy. 
We must use America’s great resource and 
brainpower to harness the sun and to harness 
the wind. We must find new ways to help us 
with our problems of energy which will reduce 
our dependence on fossil fuels, protect our en-
vironment, and safeguard the flora and fauna. 

We will never be able to drill our way to en-
ergy independence. Rather than invoking our 
brawn, we must utilize our brains and inno-
vate, as Americans have done for generations. 
Rather than throwing our limited Federal dol-
lars at the feet of oil giants, let’s invest in 
American ingenuity and create an American 
clean energy economy. Rather than sucking 
out every last drop of oil and coal beneath the 
earth’s surface destroying the air we breathe 
and water we drink, let’s utilize renewable en-
ergy sources like solar and wind that enhance 
our environment. 

The choice is clear—we can drill our way 
further into environmental destruction and oil 
dependence, or we can create a new energy 
economy that creates millions of jobs and pro-
tects the environment for future generations. 

Recently I introduced legislation that will do 
just that—the 10 Million Solar Roofs and 10 
Million Gallons of Solar Water Heating Act. 
This legislation will create an estimated 1.35 
million direct and indirect jobs, lower energy 
costs, strengthen the economy, and put Amer-
ica on the path to energy independence. 
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