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County World War II Veteran’s Project partici-
pants and organizers. 

I would like to begin by thanking all veterans 
for their service to our country. From the 
beaches of Normandy to the mountains of Af-
ghanistan, our men and women in uniform 
have overcome and continue to overcome tre-
mendous adversity to fulfill their missions. 

Our nation’s veterans have helped keep us 
safe, and helped keep us free. 

It is important that our community remem-
bers and honors the sacrifices made by the 
men and women who have served in our mili-
tary, as well as their families and supporters. 

Although future generations may never meet 
a veteran of World War II, the book assem-
bled by Janell Wood and Christina Moore, 
‘‘War and Sacrifice,’’ will help all of us under-
stand how our neighbors in and around Sno-
homish County contributed to this nation’s 
largest war effort at home and abroad. 

I thank Janell and Christina for their work 
recording the individual histories of this di-
verse group that came together to defeat the 
Axis Powers. I also recognize the following in-
dividuals whose experiences during World 
War II comprise this book, and honor them for 
their service: 

Lois Auchterlonie, Elwood Barker, William 
Brayton, Donald Brown, Lawrence ‘‘Maggie’’ 
Bryant, Jospeh Burkard, Dan Burris, H.B. 
‘‘Chris’’ Christie, Paul Cormier, Herbert 
Courtney, William Dean, Ted Dufour, Roy 
Eastman, Fred Ensslin, Earl Horn, William 
Huested, Frank Hutchins, Leo Hymas, Stanley 
Innes, Edwin Kirchgessner, Grace Kortbein, 
Arthur Langdon, Marcelle ‘‘Honey’’ Langdon, 
Arthur Larson, Eleanor Leight, Leonard Martin, 
Harold McMahon, Truman Merritt, William Mil-
ler, William Moore, Robert Otto, David 
Pesznecker, Wallace Pesznecker, Art Poier, 
Paul Schaus, Ervin Schmidt, Allen Stewart, 
Jack Terhar, George Thorleifson, William 
Tygret, Louise Vandervanter, Maurice Vincent, 
Mick Wagelie, Jack Walter, Maynard Wege, 
Theodore West, Lonnie Williams, and Robert 
Willingham. 

Our nation’s triumph in World War II could 
not have occurred without the hard work and 
sacrifice of these men and women and mil-
lions of others who gave up ordinary jobs as 
teachers, factory workers, and businessmen to 
fight enemies of freedom around the world. 

Upon returning to the United States and ci-
vilian life, these brave men and women helped 
America achieve an era of unprecedented 
economic prosperity. 

To the veterans of World War II, and those 
that supported them, thank you for service to 
our country, and your involvement in our com-
munity. 
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EXPRESSING APPRECIATION FOR 
JOHN TAYLOR’S SERVICE 

HON. JOHN S. TANNER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the accomplishments of John 
Taylor and honor his more than 40 years of 
service with the National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem. 

Refuge Manager John Taylor began his ca-
reer with the National Wildlife Refuge System 

in 1969 as a GS–3 Student Trainee. For three 
years he worked with the Mattamuskeet, Pied-
mont, and Back Bay National Wildlife Refuges. 
In 1971 he was promoted to his first assistant 
manager’s position. 

His career has taken him across the con-
tinent, from North Carolina to Alaska. He has 
worked with 15 refuges across 9 states. He 
worked with several refuges just as they were 
being set up, including the Becharof and Alas-
ka National Wildlife Refuges. 

While working with the Alligator River and 
Currituck National Wildlife Refuges he was in-
strumental in the Red Wolf Reintroduction Pro-
gram. Red wolves were nearly extinct ten 
years ago. Now, thanks to his efforts, they can 
once again be seen in their natural environ-
ment. 

John Taylor also supported the establish-
ment of the Clarks River National Wildlife Ref-
uge, the first Refuge in the state of Kentucky. 

John Taylor has worked selflessly for more 
then 40 years to protect and preserve the 
beauty of our country’s natural environment for 
future generations. For the last 19 years, he 
has served as the Refuge Manager of the 
Tennessee Natural Resource Refuge. He has 
been noted for his leadership abilities and his 
eagerness to get the public further engaged in 
conservation efforts. 

Tennessee’s natural beauty and amazing di-
versity of plant and animal life remain one of 
its most treasured endowments for future gen-
erations. 

Madam Speaker, please join me today in 
thanking John Taylor for his years of service 
both to the public and to the environment. He 
will be missed, and we wish him well on his 
retirement. 
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RECOGNIZING NAVAJO ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL—LEGO ROBOTICS 
TEAM ROBOBUFFS 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the Navajo Elementary 
School’s Lego Robotics Team, in Scottsdale, 
Arizona. Building upon their STEM focused 
education, nine extraordinary students made it 
to the semi-finals at the FIRST LEGO League 
State Championship which I attended at 
ASU’s Ira A. Fulton School of Engineering this 
past winter. 

As a teacher for almost 28 years, I under-
stand the importance of hands-on learning ex-
periences and real-life scenarios that help stu-
dents connect learning in the classroom to the 
real world. I believe that Navajo’s STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math-
ematics) curriculum is key to creating a learn-
ing environment that fosters innovation and 
creativity. 

The kind of teamwork and creative thinking 
that was shown in the RoboBuff’s design is 
going to help return our country to economic 
prosperity. Any one of these students might be 
the next Bill Gates. 

Navajo Elementary is giving its students a 
head start, preparing them for college and be-
yond. In this competition, they are not only 
taking math and science curriculum to the next 
level through problem-solving and experimen-
tation, but are learning life skills. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing the extraordinary achievement of the 
Navajo Elementary School Lego Robotics 
Team: Tatianna Walker, Hailey Freeman, Nick 
Lowry, Tino Velez, Michael Majercin, Chad 
Bonfanti, Wade McEachern, Abby White and 
TJ Smith, along with the exceptional leader-
ship of their coaches Cathy White and Chip 
Bonfanti, and their mentors Dr. Christine 
Loots, Dr. Bill Johnson, Jim Deng, Alicia 
Payne and David Schaeffer. 

f 

AMERICA COMPETES 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PHIL HARE 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 12, 2010 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5116) to invest in 
innovation through research and develop-
ment, to improve the competitiveness of the 
United States, and for other purposes: 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Chair, I rise today in strong 
support of this first amendment en bloc to the 
America COMPETES Reauthorization Act of 
2010. I support this legislation because I be-
lieve a substantial investment in science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics trans-
lates to innovation and good-paying jobs. As a 
member of the Education and Labor Com-
mittee, it is clear to me how federal grant op-
portunities for colleges provides for a strong 
American workforce. 

Mr. Chair, included in this en bloc amend-
ment is language I authored which seeks to 
give every higher education institution, regard-
less of funding history or its location, a fair 
shot at receiving funding. 

I have concerns that a disproportional 
amount of the funding authorized under this 
bill would end up being awarded to large insti-
tutions, which may eclipse small colleges and 
universities, many of which are located 
throughout rural America. 

Let me be clear—I strongly support, and en-
courage, all institutions of higher learning to 
pursue federal STEM funding opportunities. 
What my provision does is simply express the 
sense of Congress that when the grant-mak-
ing authority is evaluating two or more applica-
tions of equal merit, that additional consider-
ation should be given to applicants in rural 
areas and those that have no history of fed-
eral STEM grant funding. 

Mr. Chair, because there are many bigger 
schools which have an entire staff dedicated 
to searching for grant opportunities, I believe 
that we must ensure there is a level playing 
field so that all areas of this nation and 
schools of all sizes and resources are able to 
benefit. 

I believe the language I authored will benefit 
the overall legislation by enabling unprece-
dented STEM funding access to schools all 
across this nation. 

I would like to close by thanking and con-
gratulating Chairman GORDON and Ranking 
Member HALL for their extraordinary work in 
crafting the underlying bill. I was proud to sup-
port the 2007 COMPETES legislation, and I 
am proud to support its reauthorization. 

I urge all of my colleagues to join me in 
supporting both en bloc amendment number 
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one and the final passage of the America 
COMPETES Reauthorization Act. 

f 

HONORING QUINN CHAPEL AME 
CHURCH 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, on May 28 
Quinn Chapel African Methodist Episcopal 
Church will celebrate 135 years of Christian 
service in my hometown of Flint, Michigan. 

Mrs. Nancy West opened her home for a 
prayer service in 1875 and Quinn Chapel was 
formed. Named after Bishop William Paul 
Quinn, the congregation dedicated their first 
sanctuary 2 years later. Over the years Quinn 
Chapel has occupied different structures, dedi-
cating the current edifice in 1958. 

For the past 135 years, Quinn Chapel has 
provided leadership, inspiration, guidance, and 
strength to individuals and families in the Flint 
area. The Ministries of Quinn have encour-
aged the priorities of higher education, 
healthcare, business and professionalism in 
the congregation. The Ministries include: The 
After School Program; The Young People’s 
Department; The Scholarship Committee; The 
Commission on Christian Social Action, The 
Commission on Health; The Commission on 
Public Relations; The Commission on Chris-
tian Education; The Commission on Mission 
and Welfare; The Commission on Membership 
and The Debutante Cotillion. 

The keynote speaker at the 135th Anniver-
sary celebration is Roland Martin, award-win-
ning journalist and nationally syndicated col-
umnist. Named by Ebony Magazine in 2008 
and 2009 as one of the 150 Most Influential 
African Americans in the United States, Mr. 
Martin is a commentator for TV One Cable 
Network, host of ‘‘Washington Watch with Ro-
land Martin,’’ a CNN Analyst and Senior Ana-
lyst with the Tom Joyner Morning Show. He 
has authored several books, received numer-
ous awards both in the United States and the 
United Kingdom and was inducted into the 
Texas A&M University Journalism Hall of 
Honor in 2008. 

Madam Speaker, under the leadership of 
Reverend Stanley U. Sims, Quinn Chapel Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Church continues the 
long tradition of Spirit-filled enthusiasm for 
worship, love, service, and ‘‘assisting them to 
become all that God created them to be.’’ I 
pray that the ministers, staff, and congregation 
of Quinn Chapel will continue their work and 
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ for many, 
many years to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PETTIS NORMAN 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recognize a 
truly remarkable man and exceptional citizen 
of Dallas, Texas, Mr. Pettis Norman. I am very 
privileged to consider Mr. Norman a dear 
friend, and it is an honor to recognize him be-
fore this Congress and the entire country. 

Pettis Norman has always been a man of 
strong character and deep emotional convic-
tion. He was born to Fessor and Eloise Nor-
man in Lincolntown, Georgia and spent his 
formative years in North Carolina. As the 
youngest child in a large family, he learned 
early on the value of his own personal integ-
rity, and to this day, it remains one of his most 
admirable qualities. 

Mr. Norman received a degree from John-
son C. Smith University in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, and it was there that he became ac-
tive in the civil rights movement. He partici-
pated in lunch counter sit-ins that ultimately 
spread to cities and states across the country. 
These sit-ins marked a turning point for the 
movement and served as a spark for the Afri-
can-American community to organize, be 
heard, and protest peacefully. Mr. Norman 
took part in these with a deep sense of integ-
rity and the simple belief that all people should 
be judged on the depth of their character and 
not the color of their skin. 

After Mr. Norman graduated from college, 
he moved to Dallas, Texas to play for the 
Cowboys in 1962. To this day, he is regarded 
as one of the greatest tight ends the team has 
ever had, and his resolve on the field has yet 
to be matched. Truly, the city fell in love with 
Mr. Norman just as Mr. Norman fell in love 
with Dallas, and I believe that the city has 
gained so much because of him. As a football 
player, Coach Landry held him in high regard, 
and still says that trading Mr. Norman to the 
San Diego Chargers was one of the most dif-
ficult decisions he ever made. 

Mr. Norman returned to Dallas after two 
seasons in San Diego to settle into a perma-
nent home. He has been active in civic life 
ever since, and he is still highly regarded in 
the community. The people of Dallas consider 
him an all time favorite, and I believe that it is 
his moral character and steadfast nature that 
so endear him to the people he meets. 

Madam Speaker, Pettis Norman was an 
amazing football player and is an outstanding 
citizen today. I ask my fellow colleagues to 
join me in honoring this great man who has 
done remarkable things throughout his life and 
still considers his personal integrity his most 
variable trait. 

f 

MR. SHANE KENNEDY 

HON. TOM COLE 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

Mr. COLE. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Mr. Shane Kennedy for his 
quick thinking and level-headedness during 
the severe tornado outbreak in Oklahoma on 
May 10th. 

Kennedy, a co-manager at the Country Boy 
IGA in Norman that was leveled during last 
week’s tornado outbreak, left his place of em-
ployment, observed the oncoming tornado, 
and returned to the store to direct 40 cus-
tomers and employees to seek shelter in the 
store’s freezer. While the store sustained ir-
reparable damages, none of the 40 patrons 
suffered significant injuries. As two tornadoes 
ripped down Highway 9 and through the 
Country Boy IGA, Kennedy led the group in 
prayer until the storm system passed. 

Madam Speaker, had it not been for Ken-
nedy’s foresight and resolve, this severe storm 

could have ended in great tragedy. But his for-
titude and strength protected these 40 lives 
from grave danger. 

Time and again, Oklahomans have risen to 
the challenge in the face of adversity. I am 
once more impressed by the strength and re-
siliency of Oklahomans through Kennedy’s 
swift and skillful response to protect his fellow 
Oklahomans. 

Madam Speaker, Mr. Kennedy deserves our 
thanks and appreciation. As an American and 
an Oklahoman, I am proud to be able to rep-
resent Mr. Kennedy, and wish him well. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PROGRESSIVE FI-
NANCIAL SERVICES, INC. ON ITS 
15TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Progressive Financial Serv-
ices, Inc. as they celebrate their fifteenth year 
of doing business in Tempe, Arizona. 

As our economy recovers, Progressive Fi-
nancial Services, Inc. has successfully weath-
ered the downturn and managed to create and 
maintain jobs in our community, building a 
workforce of more than 200 employees. This, 
in addition to the company’s future plans to 
add more jobs, embodies the current mission 
in the United States Congress to stimulate the 
economy and provide work for its citizens. 
Therefore, my office would like to thank and 
congratulate Progressive Financial Services, 
Inc. and wish the company continued success 
in the future. 

As a former mayor, I am pleased to have 
such a vibrant and prosperous business in my 
hometown of Tempe and within my district. 

I urge you, Madam Speaker, to join me in 
rising to applaud the employees, management 
team of Progressive Financial Services, Inc. 
for their achievements and growth over the 
last fifteen years. 

f 

HONORING CAPTAIN JOSEPH 
GUYTON 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and pay special tribute to a 
dedicated American and true patriot for whose 
service to this country as a Captain in the 
United States Army deserves our sincere grat-
itude. Capt. Joseph ‘‘Joe’’ Guyton of Stafford, 
Virginia served with the U.S. Army’s 5th 
Stryker division in Kandahar, Afghanistan. On 
August 11th, 2009, while Capt. Guyton was 
conducting a mounted area reconnaissance 
his unit was attacked by an improvised explo-
sive device. Against all odds he somehow sur-
vived, however, the attack left him with severe 
injuries that resulted in the bilateral amputation 
of both of his legs. 

Currently Capt. Guyton is continuing his re-
covery with the aid of his loving wife Amy at 
Walter Reed Medical Army Center. He 
amazes and inspires us all with his will to live 
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