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HONORING THE SPIRIT OF THE
WHEELIN’ TEAM 457

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 26, 2010

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Madam Speaker,
| would like to acknowledge the members of
Wheelin’ Team 457, based in North Branch,
Michigan. Wheelin’ Team 457 is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization that was founded in
2003 by current President Ray K. Brown. The
primary mission of the group is to assist the
physically challenged with outdoor and indoor
sports and other recreational activities. The
team also engages in an extraordinary com-
munity relations campaign to educate the pub-
lic on disability issues.

In addition to providing a wonderful service
to the State of Michigan and the country,
Wheelin’ Team 457 has been very successful
in competitive wheelchair sports. The team is
undefeated and has posted a remarkable
overall record of 13 wins and zero losses. |
think it is fair to say that no matter the sport
it is extremely difficult to maintain perfection
over an extended time period.

This accomplishment, and the increased
popularity of Wheelin’ Team 457, has allowed
members to expand beyond the sports world
and assist people with other activities like fish-
ing, hunting, billiards and archery just to name
a few. | want to congratulate Wheelin’ Team
457 on reaching this notable achievement and
applaud you all for your hard work and dedica-
tion to be the best.

Furthermore, | want to commend team for
the work they do to help citizens with physical
challenges to get their lives “moving” once
again. As human beings, we sometimes can
fall victim to our own self-sorrow. But Wheelin’
Team 457 has made it a priority to help those
living with physical disabilities stay motivated.
| know this is a constant and a tremendous
challenge, but | believe the members of
Wheelin’ Team 457 are ready to face any ob-
stacle head-on, fulfilling their mission each
and every day!

| offer Wheelin’” Team 457 my best wishes
for 2010! As the Team states on its Web site,
“When it comes to adapting, we have many
ways to make the task of participation a re-
ality. There is nothing more rewarding than to
see someone take part in an activity that they
thought was out of their ability.”

| echo these words and | urge Wheelin’
Team 457 to continue to roll on!

HONORING MAURICE GROSSMAN

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 26, 2010

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, it is my
pleasure to rise today to honor Maurice Gross-
man, one of Tucson’s true treasures, who
passed away January 21st at the age of 82.

Maurice was beloved by many who knew
him, not just for his art but for his dedication
to human rights and the Democratic Party.

A retired art professor from the University of
Arizona, Maurice Grossman spent his life as a
ceramic artist, activist and a leader in the Les-
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bian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender commu-
nity.

Maurice served in the Navy during World
War Il, before attending Wayne State Univer-
sity in Detroit. After attending and teaching at
other universities, he traveled to Japan as a
Fulbright scholar, then finally to Tucson to
teach.

The founder of the University of Arizona’s
ceramics program in 1955, Maurice received
several prestigious awards during his career,
including a National Endowment for the Arts
grant in 1986 and the UA’s Creative Teaching
Award. Maurice’s commitment to supporting
other artists was unflagging and genuine. He
would invariably turn up at openings and con-
tribute his works to galleries, both big and
small.

Always the activist, Maurice single-handedly
took it upon himself to register people to vote.
He felt that it was his duty to make sure that
everyone, regardless of background, had a
voice. When he retired in 1989, he became
more involved in the effort to help fight dis-
crimination against the LGBT community.

Maurice was quoted in a 2004 article as
saying, “It's not just about equal rights for us.
It's about equal rights for everyone. Do we
want to take a step forward or a step back?”

Maurice never stepped back. He was an ex-
traordinary man and a true individual. His role
as an activist for equality and human rights
will not soon be forgotten.

| was privileged to know Maurice personally.
Always enthusiastic, | could count on not only
his support but his passion. His dedication to
the community was never-ending.

Madam Speaker, | rise to honor Maurice
Grossman and thank him for being a role
model for so many of us.

———

RECOGNIZING THE RELIEF EF-
FORTS OF DILLARD ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL FOR THE PEOPLE
OF HAITI

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 26, 2010

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor the students and staff of
Dillard Elementary School in Ft. Lauderdale,
Florida, for their dedication to helping the peo-
ple of Haiti in the wake of the 7.0 earthquake
of January 12, 2010. Not enough sorrow can
be expressed for the people of Haiti and all
those affected by this tragic event.

Every day, more information filters in from
Port-au-Prince and surrounding areas that be-
gins to shed light on the extent of the catas-
trophe in Haiti. This earthquake was a horror
of epic proportions. It is estimated that over
200,000 Haitians, including hundreds of peo-
ple from countries around the world, have
died. In the aftermath of disaster, there have
been numerous aftershocks reaching mag-
nitudes of up to 6.1, and more unrest is ex-
pected. For years, Haitians have lived in mis-
ery beyond human understanding. Long after
the final aftershock, the thousands of Haitians
left homeless, injured, and starving will have
to rebuild their country from the ground up. It
is our moral duty as members of our global
community to provide aid to Haiti in its time of
great need.
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This cry for help has been answered by the
students and staff of Dillard Elementary
School. They are committed to raising $5,000
for the people of Haiti through community
fundraisers and have already begun a coin
drive with great enthusiasm. This is our nation
at its finest hour. Seeing communities all
across the nation rally around this noble cause
is a reminder of the human compassion and
dignity that we all share.

My office is proud to support Dillard Ele-
mentary School in its efforts, as are many of
my constituents and businesses in Florida’s
23rd district, including Paradise Bank, The
Westside Gazette, and Palm Harbor Prep.

Madam Speaker, the students and staff of
Dillard Elementary School are role models for
us all. | hope that we will follow their example
and dig deep to help the people of Haiti in one
of its darkest hours.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE INAU-
GURAL GRADUATING CLASS OF
THE VERDUGO POWER ACADEMY

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 26, 2010

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the first graduating class of the
Verdugo Power Academy—a partnership be-
tween Glendale Community College, The
Verdugo Workforce Investment Board and
Glendale Water and Power.

The organizations have joined together to
establish a new training program for people in-
terested in working in the power industry. The
program will address the projected shortage of
utility workers in the power utility industry and
the challenges in recruiting and retention, and
will create a local source to produce qualified
job candidates.

This project is funded through a Verdugo
Workforce Investment Board grant from the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act that
has been awarded to Glendale Community
College—a prime example of last year's stim-
ulus bill producing a better trained workforce
and new jobs.

The first class of students completed their
challenging 16-week program and graduated
on January 15, 2010. These new graduates
now have the opportunity to pursue a well-
paying career with a utility.

| offer my congratulations to the graduates
and wish them well in their future endeavors.
| also offer my thanks and congratulations to
the faculty, staff and community leaders who
developed the instructional curriculum and
provided the facilities, materials, instructional
support and technical expertise that made the
program a tremendous success.

——————

HONORING DR. BRUCE
BELLINGHAM

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 26, 2010
Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to mark the passing of a great educator

and true champion for the arts hi eastern Con-
necticut. Dr. Bruce Bellingham of Coventry,
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esteemed professor, consummate musician
and beloved husband, passed away on Janu-
ary 3, 2010.

A native of Hamilton, Ontario, Dr. Bel-
lingham was deeply dedicated to allowing peo-
ple of all ages to understand and appreciate
music in that same manner that he did. He
was a member of the American Federation of
Musicians, the Viola da Gamba Society of
Great Britain, an associate member of Early
Music America, and President of the Viola da
Gamba Society of America. He joined the Uni-
versity of Connecticut faculty in 1974 and was
a Professor Emeritus of Music History in
UConn’s School of Fine Arts.

His passion for the music and culture of the
past was matched only by his contributions to
the present. In 1976, Dr. Bellingham directed
the Storrs Collegium Musicum, where music of
the late Middle Ages, Renaissance and Ba-
roque periods was performed on original or
masterfully recreated instruments of the era.
Around this same time, he founded and con-
ducted the Willimantic Orchestra. In 1983, he
celebrated the 150th  anniversary  of
Willimantic’s incorporation by bringing local tal-
ent together to perform Burton Leavitt's oper-
etta The Frogs of Windham.

Dr. Bellingham was also a passionate volun-
teer who used his great knowledge of culture
and history to meaningfully engage members
of his community. He was a long-time patron
of the Jorgenson Center for the Performing
Arts and founding member of its CoStars vol-
unteer organization. He actively participated in
youth outreach programs at Jorgenson and
taught at UConn’s Center for Learning in Re-
tirement as well as the Adult Learning Pro-
gram in West Harford. Dr. Bellingham and his
wife, Deborah Walsh Bellingham, were recipi-
ents of the School of Fine Arts Outstanding
Volunteer Award in 2009 for their support and
service.

Dr. Bellingham will be dearly missed by his
students, fellow educators, and the artistic
community of eastern Connecticut. The depth
of affection for Bruce was visibly on display
January 10, 2010 at his memorial service at
von der Mehden Recital Hall on the University
of Connecticut campus that filled to capacity.
| ask my colleagues to join me in mourning
the loss and honoring the life of Bruce Bel-
lingham.

———

HONORING WILLIAM “BILL”
BROWN FOR ACHIEVING HON-
ORARY STATUS IN THE BATAVIA
(NY) ROTARY CLUB

HON. CHRISTOPHER JOHN LEE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 26, 2010

Mr. LEE of New York. Madam Speaker, |
ask that the House join me in recognizing Mr.
William “Bill” Brown of Batavia, New York on
achieving Honorary status in the Batavia Ro-
tary Club.

Bill has been recognized to receive this
award by distinguishing himself through “meri-
torious service in the furtherance of Rotary
ideals.”

Bill first joined the Batavia Rotary Club in
January of 1960, and he served as the organi-
zation’s president from 1974 to 1975. He was
one of the first Batavia Rotary Club members
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to be awarded a Paul Harris Fellow for his
generous donation to those less fortunate.

Additionally, Bill was chairman of Rotary
Radio Days for 35 years and was a popular
participant in the annual Rotary Comedy
Show.

Bill has always stood by his commitment
and dedication to “service above self.”

Madam Speaker, | ask that this House join
me in recognizing Bill for his commitment to
the Batavia Rotary Club and achieving Hon-
orary status in the organization.

—

IN RECOGNITION OF THE NA-
TIONAL URBAN FELLOWS 40TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 26, 2010

Mr. NADLER of New York. Madam Speaker,
| rise today in recognition of the National
Urban Fellows on the occasion of its 40th an-
niversary.

The National Urban Fellows has recruited
and developed mid-career men and women of
color in pursuit of equity and social justice
since 1970. National Urban Fellows is the only
program in the country where individuals re-
ceive both an advanced degree and essential
leadership experience. The 14-month, full-time
graduate degree program comprises two se-
mesters of academic course work and a nine-
month mentorship assignment. The program
culminates with a Master of Public Administra-
tion Degree (MPA) from Bernard M. Baruch
College, School of Public Affairs, of the City
University of New York. After graduation Alum-
ni work in public service, government and non-
profit leadership. For 40 years National Urban
Fellows has developed leaders who identify
issues, shape solutions and form policy.

Today, 40 years later, National Urban Fel-
lows has graduated well over 1,100 men and
women of color who hold policy-making posi-
tions as mayors, city and county managers,
commissioners and officers of major nonprofit
and philanthropic organizations in urban areas
across the country.

The National Urban Fellows program’s 40
years of distinguished work is commendable
and fully deserving of the recognition. Please
join me in congratulating this esteemed orga-
nization.

———

ACCELERATION OF INCOME TAX
BENEFITS FOR CHARITABLE
CASH CONTRIBUTIONS

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 20, 2010

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker. | rise in support of H.R. 4462—a bill
that will accelerate the income tax benefits for
charitable cash contributions for the relief of
victims of the earthquake in Haiti.

As you know, on Tuesday, January 12th, a
massive, 7.0 magnitude earthquake struck
Haiti near the capital of Port-au-Prince. There
is still no official estimate of death or destruc-
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tion, the damage to buildings is extensive and
the number of injured or dead is estimated to
be in the hundreds, even thousands.

Several eyewitnesses reported heavy dam-
age and bodies in the streets of the capital,
Port-au-Prince, where concrete-block homes
line steep hillsides.

Haiti sits on a large fault that has caused
catastrophic quakes in the past, but this one
was described as among the most powerful to
hit the region within the last 200 years. With
many poor residents living in tin-roof shacks
that sit precariously on steep ravines and with
much of the construction in Port-au-Prince and
elsewhere in the country of questionable qual-
ity, the expectation was that the quake caused
major damage to buildings and significant loss
of life.

The dimensions of the disaster are still un-
folding, but Haiti's Prime Minister Jean-Max
Bellerive told CNN that he believes there are
well over 100,000 dead, and leading senator
Youri Latortue estimated the number at pos-
sibly as high as 500,000, according the Asso-
ciated Press.

America is responding, and will continue to
respond with immediate humanitarian assist-
ance to help the people of this struggling is-
land nation rebuild their livelihoods. | send my
condolences to the people and government of
Haiti as they grieve once again in the after-
math of a natural disaster. As Haiti’s neighbor,
it is the United States’ responsibility to help
Haiti recover, and build the capacity to miti-
gate against future disasters.

American and her allies have already initi-
ated a comprehensive, interagency response
to the earthquake. The State Department, De-
partment of Defense, Department of Home-
land Security, Coast Guard, USAID—all
worked overnight to ensure that critical re-
sources are positioned to support the re-
sponse and recovery effort, including efforts to
find and assist American citizens in Haiti.

U.S. Southern Command will deploy a team
of 30 people to Haiti to support U.S. relief ef-
forts in the aftermath of yesterday’s dev-
astating earthquake. The team includes U.S.
military engineers, operational planners, and a
command and control group and communica-
tion specialists, will arrive in Haiti today on two
C-130 Hercules aircraft. The team will work
with U.S. Embassy personnel as well as Hai-
tian, United Nations and international officials
to assess the situation and facilitate follow on
U.S. military support.

Our friends in the international community
must also be commended for their efforts. The
United Nations is releasing $10 million from its
emergency funds. The European Commission
has approved C3 million ($4.37 million) with
more funds likely. Countless other nations
from Germany, to China, to Israel to Mexico
have also pledged support. | commend each
of these nations for coming to a nation in dire
need of assistance.

Many of my constituents ask what they can
do to help, or how they can find their loved
ones. Those who are interested in helping im-
mediately can text ‘HAITI to ‘90999’ and a do-
nation of $10 will be made automatically to the
Red Cross for relief efforts. The donation will
be charged to your cell phone bill.

The outpouring of support and funding from
the American people was both instant and
sustained. According to the Washington Post,
the text messaging effort raised $5 million in
its first day, breaking the previous one-day
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