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HONORING COMMUNITY LEADER
LAURA BINGHAM

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2010

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize a friend to education and a
leader among leaders who hails from my
home state of North Carolina. Laura Bing-
ham’s service as President of Peace College
officially began on July 1, 1998, but her lead-
ership skills were forged and honed many
years before. Laura was born and raised in
Kings Mountain, North Carolina and is a 1977
graduate of Peace College.

My colleagues in the House are well aware
of how seriously we take our basketball in
North Carolina and Laura Bingham has solid
credentials from some of the top hoops institu-
tions around. She earned her B.A. in Political
Science from UNC Chapel Hill, a Master of
Arts in Philanthropic Studies from Indiana Uni-
versity and completed coursework at Duke
University and North Carolina State University.
She cut her teeth in public service by helping
lead major health, education, economic, envi-
ronment and intergovernmental policy initia-
tives with my friend, former Lt. Governor Bob
Jordan. Bingham served as director of a 1983
Governor's Conference on Women and the
Economy for Governor Jim Hunt which was
considered the first of its kind in the nation
that yielded 125 policy recommendations.

Since her appointment as President of
Peace College in 1998, student enrollment
has increased; the academic curriculum has
grown, with Peace offering the first under-
graduate major in Leadership Studies in North
Carolina and an innovative teacher education
partnership with Wake County Schools; and
the campus footprint expanded to address the
growth and provide enhancements. In 2007,
Peace College celebrated its Sesquicentennial
and launched a $30 million fund-raising cam-
paign to boost academic and student endow-
ments and fund new science labs, library ren-
ovation, and a campus commons.

Laura plays an active leadership role in
civic, business, educational, and philanthropic
endeavors, including The Fifty Group and the
World President’s Organization, and serves as
vice chair for the North Carolina Independent
Colleges and Universities, as a Director of the
Downtown Raleigh Alliance, and in 2008 be-
came the first woman chair of Leadership
North Carolina.

As chair of Leadership North Carolina,
Laura has helped shepherd the organization
through one of the worst financial periods
many of us can remember and positioned the
program’s sustainability for years to come.
The measure of a good leader is the legacy
they leave behind. Laura Bingham leaves
North Carolina with 750 informed and en-
gaged leaders to take the baton and help craft
our state’s future.

Madam Speaker, at the conclusion of this
academic year, Laura Bingham will complete
her tenure as President of Peace College and
Chair of Leadership North Carolina. We can-
not afford a void in leadership at this point in
our nation’s history and Laura’s work at Peace
and with Leadership North Carolina has been
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focused on engaging, challenging and inform-
ing future leaders. | join the Board of Directors
of Leadership North Carolina in recognizing
Laura for her leadership, vision and deter-
mination.

As the proud grandfather to two and soon to
be three granddaughters, | am grateful for the
example Laura has set for women from every
corner of our state and the opportunities she
has provided through the gift of education.
She is the embodiment of our state’s motto
Esse Quam Videri, to be rather than to seem,
and | ask all my colleagues to join me in
thanking Laura Bingham for her service to
North Carolina.

HONORING MS. SYLVIA BRUNI

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2010

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the accomplishments of Ms. Sylvia
Bruni, a recent award recipient of the Liberty
Bell Award in Webb County of South Texas.
Ms. Bruni is currently working in the Child’s
Advocacy Center to pursue community en-
gagement in the defense of our children
reaching over 5,000 children.

Ms. Bruni has played an active and valuable
role throughout the community through her
diligent education efforts and sharpened in-
sights towards children. She has dedicated
her professional career to developing students’
minds and is also involved with community
outreach.

For seventeen years, Ms. Bruni taught
English in the United Independent School Dis-
trict system to gifted and talented students.
She had the opportunity to engage with thou-
sands of students over the years, all of which
were unique and special to her in diverse
ways. Admirably, she confronted many difficul-
ties throughout the years, yet handled all situ-
ations with leadership, guidance, and care for
her students. She used her expertise in the
field to customize her teaching to help stu-
dents with limited English or problems in
school. She was also Program Coordinator,
Principal of Salinas Elementary, Director of
Curriculum and Instruction in the school sys-
tem. Additionally, continuing her passion for
education, Ms. Bruni worked at Texas A&M
International University as Director for Special
Programs for seven years with an array of re-
sponsibilities—such as, implementing the Uni-
versity’s first Summer Children’s Workshop,
which continues today. Ms. Bruni continued
her endeavors working for Laredo Inde-
pendent School District as Executive Director
for Planning and Development. She worked
extensively on Laredo ISD’s Strategic Plan-
ning Program, a professional development
program based on best practices and its
award winning National Science Foundation
Math and Science Initiative. Further, the clos-
ing of her pubic school career, she served as
Laredo ISD’s interim-superintendent.

Throughout the years, Ms. Bruni has been
honored and recognized for her work in the
community. Recently, she was recognized as
Honorary Walk Chair by the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation, Laredo Branch. She
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was also awarded the Gary G. Jacobs Award
for Higher Education by the League of United
Latin American Citizen.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to have had
this time to recognize Ms. Bruni, award recipi-
ent of the Liberty Bell award. She has been
personally invested in the mission of providing
life changing experiences for our youth, a
strong advocate for children’s issues, as well
as developing personal relationships with di-
verse community stakeholders.

HONORING MARY ALTMAN FOR
SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2010

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor centenarian Mary Altman of Lake Lin-
den, who has served her county honorably
and was a trailblazer for women in the Armed
Forces as a First Lieutenant in the U.S. Army
during World War Il. Mary is being honored on
May 15 as Grand Marshal in the 5th Annual
Armed Forces Day Parade of Thanks in Han-
cock, Michigan. As the community pays tribute
to Mary, | ask that the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives join me in honoring her service.

Mary was born Mary Baril on March 10,
1907 in Lake Linden, located in the
Keweenaw Peninsula of Michigan’s Upper Pe-
ninsula. After graduating from Lake Linden
High School in 1927, Mary attended nursing
school at Hurley Hospital in Flint, Michigan,
graduating in 1931.

Her nursing skills were put to good use
when Mary joined the U.S. Army in 1942, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of four of her brothers,
two who served in World War | and two who
served in World War Il. In her rank as First
Lieutenant, Mary took charge as chief nurse,
leading a group of 18 other nurses in tending
to the critically wounded, including amputees,
during their rehabilitation at a field hospital in
California’s Mojave Desert. Following three
years working with wounded soldiers, Mary
was honorably discharged in 1945.

Mary’s dedication to the well-being of others
continued after leaving the Army. She served
as superintendent of a children’s home in Flint
and cared for her husband Otto through his ill-
ness, until his death.

It is fitting that Mary be honored in the
Armed Forces Day Parade of Thanks given
her service in the U.S. Army and her devotion
to helping improve the lives of those around
her. Her personal and professional accom-
plishments over the past 103 years are a tes-
tament to trademark spirit and determination
found throughout the Upper Peninsula.

Madam Speaker, the Parade of Thanks is a
chance to honor the men and women who
have answered the call to serve our nation
with honor and with dignity. Without their cour-
age and sacrifices, the United States could not
be the great nation we are today. Therefore,
Madam Speaker, | ask that you and the entire
U.S. House of Representatives join me in
thanking Mary Altman for her commitment,
recognize her service and applaud her on
being named Grand Marshal of the Armed
Forces Day Parade of Thanks.
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HONORING MS. PRISCILLA
PENFOLD

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2010

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the years of service given to
the people of Chautauqua County by Ms. Pris-
cilla Penfold. Ms. Penfold served her constitu-
ency faithfully and justly during her tenure as
a member of the Dunkirk Town Council.

Public service is a difficult and fulfiling ca-
reer. Any person with a dream may enter but
only a few are able to reach the end. Ms.
Penfold served her term with her head held
high and a smile on her face the entire way.
| have no doubt that her kind demeanor left a
lasting impression on the people of Chau-
tauqua County.

We are truly blessed to have such strong in-
dividuals with a desire to make this county the
wonderful place that we all know it can be.
Ms. Penfold is one of those people and that is
why, Madam Speaker, | rise to pay tribute to
her today.

———————

RECOGNIZING HERITAGE
FARMSTEAD MUSEUM

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2010

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise to recognize the Heritage
Farmstead Museum, a living-history museum
in Texas’ third congressional district which
maintains an authentic look at 19th century life
on the Blackland Prairie of North Texas.

The museum welcomes more than 30,000
visitors annually to its 4.5 acre working farm
complex. Guests get a first-hand, educational
look at old farming techniques, a blacksmith
shop, an original school house, and the 14-
room 1890 farmhouse which serves as the
heart of the museum.

Heritage Farmstead’s visitors range from
classes of local school children learning about
prairie life to Girl Scout troops on camping ad-
ventures and area residents enjoying the mu-
seum’s Fall Harvest Festival.

Converted from a private home to a public
museum in 1972, the Farmstead has been
recognized by the Plano Landmark Associa-
tion and the National Register of Historic
Places. It also boasts a State of Texas Histor-
ical marker and was just recently reaccredited
by the prestigious American Association of
Museums.

This designation makes the Heritage
Farmstead Museum one of only two accred-
ited museums in Collin County, 39 in Texas,
and only 775 nationwide, a tremendous ac-
complishment.

| am pleased to recognize this outstanding
museum from my own hometown of Plano,
Texas before the United States Congress
today. For its tribute to our past through the
education of our children, our future, | tip my
hat to the AAM-reaccredited Heritage
Farmstead Museum. Congratulations! God
bless you, and | salute you.
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HONORING DENNIS AND PHYLLIS
ENGER OF NORTH DAKOTA

HON. EARL POMEROY

OF NORTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2010

Mr. POMEROY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Dennis and Phyllis Enger of
Portland, North Dakota. Over the past several
years Dennis and Phyllis have dedicated a
significant portion of their time honoring and
giving back to our Nation’s heroes.

Dennis decided to take up woodworking in
retirement; this led him to begin making walk-
ing sticks. Once he had a few sticks com-
pleted he decided to have Dan Stenvold, the
President of the North Dakota Vietnam Vet-
erans of America and the Mayor of Park River,
to bring the completed sticks to Walter Reed
to present to injured soldiers on one of his
trips to Washington. This initial gift so touched
the families of these soldiers that Dennis and
Phyllis decided to continue making walking
sticks for our returning soldiers.

The dedication of the Engers to giving back
to our soldiers is truly remarkable and de-
serves to be applauded. The care and atten-
tion to detail on each of these walking sticks
is remarkable; Dennis and Phyllis travel
around the state to pick up scrap wood and
work for more than 20 hours on each one.
Their efforts have been aided by the Boy
Scouts in Portland and the North Dakota Viet-
nam Veterans who have provided help with
funds and help sanding the rough walking
sticks. These gifts to our wounded soldiers
have deeply touched and are deeply appre-
ciated by those that have received them.

The work of individuals like Dennis and
Phyllis Enger who work tirelessly and self-
lessly to honor our veterans is worthy of our
highest respect. | stand today to honor their
service and to give my thanks on behalf of the
people of North Dakota.

HONORING FRANK P. CALESTINO
HON. ADAM H. PUINAM

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2010

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to recognize an exemplary federal employee
from my district, Frank Calestino. Rep-
resenting the U.S. Department of the Treas-
ury, Mr. Calestino works as the Deputy Direc-
tor of Intelligence for the Afghan Threat Fi-
nance Cell. This is a unique, interagency effort
to disrupt the flow of funding from the Afghan
opium trade and other terrorist resources. Af-
ghanistan poses a unique threat to our na-
tional security and it will take more than mili-
tary presence to stabilize the region.

The nonprofit, nonpartisan Partnership for
Public Service declared Mr. Calestino to be
one of 32 finalists for the prestigious Service
to America Medals—or Sammies—in 2010.
These awards are granted to outstanding fed-
eral employees who have made significant
contributions to our nation.

Final selection of eight candidates will be
made on September 15, and will also include
the Partnership for Public Service’s announce-
ment of the Federal Employee of the Year. |
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am very proud to call Mr. Calestino one of my
constituents and | wish him the best of luck in
the final announcement and all of his future
endeavors.

———

ELECTRON BOY

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2010

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to thank a special young man, Erik Mar-
tin, who helped save the day in Seattle and
buoy the spirits of every person who watched
or heard of his heroic actions.

Erik, pressed into service by a distress call
from Spiderman, transformed into Electron
Boy at a moment’s notice. He helped release
trapped Seattle Sounders FC players at Qwest
Field in Seattle, saved a Puget Sound Energy
employee stuck in his bucket truck in Belle-
vue, and then raced back to Seattle to help
dozens of people trapped at the top of the
Space Needle by his arch nemesis Dr. Dark
and Blackout Boy. Electron Boy saved the day
and we were all in awe.

Madam Speaker, Erik, Electron Boy, is often
unable to get out of bed because of his strug-
gles with liver cancer. No matter how brave
and strong Electron Boy is, sometimes even
he needs a little more rest. Thankfully, the
morning Spiderman needed his special tal-
ents, he immediately leapt into action and
acted heroically. We can’t thank him enough.

Although Electron Boy did most of the work,
Madam Speaker, he did have a little help.
Therefore, | want to thank the Make-A-Wish
Foundation, the Seattle Sounders FC, the
King County Sheriff's office, the Bellevue Po-
lice Department, Puget Sound Energy and ev-
eryone else who helped clear the way to make
Electron Boy’s heroism a reality. Madam
Speaker, Erik Martin is a hero and this whole
House thanks him for his ability to transform
into Electron Boy. Perhaps one day Electron
Boy will come to Washington, DC to save
lives. Erik commented that his day of heroic
actions was the best day of his life. Well,
Madam Speaker, I'm thankful Erik had such a
great day because it helped millions of others
have a great day as well.

HONORING JUDGE RAUL VASQUEZ
HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2010

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the accomplishments of Judge Raul
Vasquez, a recent award recipient of the Lib-
erty Bell Award in Webb County of South
Texas. Judge Vasquez is currently completing
his third term as the 111th District Court
Judge in Laredo, Texas.

Judge Vasquez is a highly respected and
distinguished jurist. He has served the youth
of our community and dedicated his sense of
justice and fairness to dispose of cases effi-
ciently. His accomplished efforts towards de-
voting his life to the judiciary have had a great
impact and truly benefit the people of South
Texas.
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