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has to offer, and I urge my colleagues to take 
a moment to pay tribute to their selfless devo-
tion to our country and the freedom we enjoy. 

I salute each of the 98 veterans who made 
the trip today. May we never forget their val-
iant deeds and tremendous sacrifices. 

David Allen, Mordecai Arnold, Herman Bai-
ley, Russell Bartlett, Howard Beach, John 
Benson Jr., Jerry Bethea Sr., Ernest Bishop, 
Jean Branum, Melvin Brassfield, Janice 
Britton, Thomas Brown Jr., Bruce Calder, John 
Carey, Marvin Carpenter, Richard Cassady, 
Frederick Centanne, Joseph Champaign, Sid-
ney Chandler, Edmund Clark, Jean Couch Jr., 
James Crawford, George Davis, Quentin 
Davis, Roy deDrew, Daniel Dennis Jr., James 
DeVaney Jr., Kenneth Duffee, Roy Dye, Philip 
English Jr., Vasco Fast Sr., Joseph Ferguson, 
Leroy Gilley, Johnnie Green, Joseph Greer, 
William Gross Sr., Willie Hankins, Curtis Hass, 
Mary Hirschfeldt, Robert Hohl Sr., William 
Howell Jr., Herndon Inge Jr., Donald 
Ingraham, William Johnson, William Jones, 
William Kirkland Jr., Junius Klein, John Klein, 
Louis Knowles, John Loper, Elaine Lortie, 
Robert Lowell, Jack Lufkin, Kenneth Marshall, 
Robert Marshall, Lindsey May, Dallas McElroy, 
Oscar McKeithen, John McKinley, Robert 
Meador Sr., Frank Mitternight Jr., William 
Molaschi, Bennie Mullins, Robert Nester, Al-
bert Peck, Richard Peterson, Nelson Richard-
son, Malcolm Roberts, Archie Robinson, 
Derrel Rochford, Dorothy Rowell, Ernest Ru-
pert Jr., Virgil Russell, William Russell Jr., 
Wallace Sabin, Robert Scott, Nina Seacrist, 
Thomas Shell, Odis Shepherd, Patricia Small, 
Prentiss Spotswood Sr., Thomas Sutton, Wil-
liam Svetkovich, Melvin Tarver, John Terrell 
Jr., Winters Thomas, Stanley Thurston, Sam-
uel Vaughn Sr., Dale Wagner, William Waller, 
Dwight Ward, Audie Waters, John Webb, 
Louis Williams, Benjamin Williams, Harold 
Winger, Anton Witte and Paul Wyckoff 
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CELEBRATING THE CHEROKEE 
COUNTY AIRPORT 

HON. TOM PRICE 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I’d 
like to take a moment to commend the re-
markable effort and dedication of everyone in-
volved in making the Cherokee County Airport 
in Georgia the shining jewel of this county’s 
economic development. 

Tomorrow’s ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 
new terminal building will be a celebration of 
twenty plus years of perseverance and unself-
ish teamwork. This project is a wonderful ex-
ample of what can be accomplished when 
governments at the state, local, and federal 
level work together with the people of a com-
munity to build a stronger economic founda-
tion. 

Due to the hard work of so many, our busi-
ness community will instantly become more 
competitive. This new terminal and longer run-
way will attract corporate travel that will spur 
new business development and create quality 
jobs for the good people of Cherokee County. 

But none of this would be possible without 
the tremendous efforts of the Cherokee Coun-
ty Airport Authority under the leadership of 
Chairman Don Stevens. The tireless work of 

Don and all the current and past members of 
the Airport Authority is the reason this dream 
has become a reality. 

The assistance of many others was also es-
sential to seeing this long process through to 
completion. I’d especially like to acknowledge 
the immense support from the Cherokee 
County Board of Commissioners, led by cur-
rent Chairman Buzz Ahrens and past Chair-
man Mike Byrd. And of course, we have to 
mention Scott Seritt and the fine folks at the 
FAA whose contributions from the federal level 
made the financing for this project possible. 

This wonderful new airport is a clear exam-
ple of what can happen when we work to-
gether to better our community, and the busi-
nesses and the people of Cherokee County 
will surely benefit from this new economic en-
gine. It has been a great privilege to work with 
the men and women who made this project 
come to life, and I look forward to our contin-
ued efforts to bring greater prosperity to Cher-
okee County. 
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EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR 
PROMPT RESPONSE TO AT-
TEMPTED TERRORIST ATTACK 
IN TIMES SQUARE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 2010 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, as someone 
who was actually attending an event in Times 
Square on Saturday night, I and the thou-
sands of people who were also in the area 
that evening are profoundly grateful to the two 
New Yorkers who saw something—and said 
something. 

The swift, coordinated response of New 
York City and national law enforcement agen-
cies—led by Commissioner Ray Kelly and the 
NYPD—yielded equally swift results. 

I don’t hesitate to call them heroes—they 
were ‘‘merely’’ doing their jobs, thoroughly and 
well, but that is itself a form of heroism. The 
NYPD, the FBI, and the Joint Terrorist Task 
Force all did an incredible job in apprehending 
this suspect quickly and preventing him from 
fleeing the country. 

These first responders deserve the bipar-
tisan tribute we make here today. But all first 
responders around the globe should take a 
share of this honor—without them, many more 
would die, and too many perpetrators would 
go free. 

f 

IN HONOR OF COLONEL BOB 
DINGEMAN 

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
before the House of Representatives to re-
member Colonel Bob Dingeman. 

If you are lucky enough to visit the San 
Diego, California neighborhood of Scripps 
Ranch, you are likely to find Colonel Bob 
Dingeman everywhere. Colonel Dingeman has 
been a member, and usually the chair, of vir-

tually every community benefit organization in 
the 40 year history of Scripps Ranch. 

His service to country and community began 
as an enlisted private and served at Hawaii’s 
Schofield Barracks when it came under attack 
on December 7, 1941. Following the end of 
World War II, Colonel Dingeman attended the 
United States Military Academy at West Point, 
then served in the Philippines, Korea and Viet-
nam. He flew helicopters with the call sign 
‘‘Smiling Tiger,’’ and retired as a highly deco-
rated United States Army Colonel. 

Colonel Dingeman, and his wife Gaye, have 
been married for 65 years and moved to 
Scripps Ranch in 1976. They have two grown 
children and several grand and great grand-
children and they are proud of each and every 
one. 

Very seldom does an individual devote such 
an extended depth and breadth of commit-
ment and expertise to a community. Colonel 
Dingeman devotes hours of tireless effort to 
creating and maintaining schools, clean parks 
and safe streets. He has been honored by 
Scripps Ranch with a namesake public 
school—an honor rarely given by any school 
district to someone still living. 

Colonel Dingeman has been a mentor to 
many community volunteers. With his sage 
‘‘do-able solutions’’ advice, he has helped 
forged new community, business and political 
leaders who will eventually shape the quality 
of life for future generations in Scripps Ranch. 

Of all his civic accomplishments, Colonel 
Dingeman takes particular pride in the hun-
dreds of immigrants he has prepared for 
United States citizenship. He believes that 
America is the greatest democracy on earth. 

Madam Speaker, Colonel Bob Dingeman 
has been Citizen of the Year in Scripps on 
multiple occasions and was the initial inductee 
into the Volunteer Hall of Fame. On the 40th 
Anniversary of Scripps Ranch, I would like the 
House of Representatives to join me and 
honor this outstanding man who is an example 
to all of us in San Diego on what we can do 
for our fellow man. 

f 

HEMP HISTORY WEEK 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, I rise to speak 
about Hemp History Week. To celebrate the 
American heritage of growing industrial hemp, 
the Hemp Industries Association, Vote Hemp, 
several American manufacturers, and allied 
companies and organizations have declared 
May 17 to May 23 to be Hemp History Week. 
Throughout the week, people will recognize 
America’s legacy of industrial hemp farming 
and call for reinstating respect for farmers’ 
basic right to grow industrial hemp. 

Industrial hemp was legally grown through-
out our country for many years. In fact, 
George Washington and Thomas Jefferson 
grew industrial hemp and used it to make 
cloth. During World War II, the federal govern-
ment encouraged American farmers to grow 
hemp to help the war effort. 

Despite industrial hemp farming being an 
important part of American history, the federal 
government has banned cultivation of this 
crop. In every other industrialized country, in-
dustrial hemp, defined to contain less than 0.3 
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percent THC—the psychoactive chemical 
found in marijuana—may be legally grown. 
Nobody can be psychologically affected by 
consuming industrial hemp. Unfortunately, be-
cause of a federal policy that does not distin-
guish between growing industrial hemp and 
growing marijuana, all hemp products and ma-
terials must be imported. The result is high 
prices, outsourced jobs, and lost opportunities 
for American manufacturing. 

Reintroducing industrial hemp farming in the 
United States would bring jobs to communities 
struggling in today’s economy, provide. Amer-
ican farmers with another crop alternative, and 
encourage the development of hemp proc-
essing factories near American hemp farming. 

Industrial hemp is used in many products. 
For example, industrial hemp is used in pro-
tein supplements, non-dairy milk, and frozen 
desserts. Hemp flour is in breads, crackers, 
chips, dips, and dressings. Hemp seeds may 
be eaten plain or added to prepared foods. 
Additionally, hemp oil is used in a number of 
cosmetic and body care products, and hemp 
fiber is used in cloths. Industrial hemp is also 
present in bio-composite materials used in 
buildings and automobiles. 

I first introduced the Industrial Hemp Farm-
ing Act, H.R. 1866, five years ago to end the 
federal government’s ban on American farm-
ers growing industrial hemp. In this time, the 
industrial hemp industry has grown much larg-
er. Despite its American history, industrial 
hemp is the only crop that we can buy and 
sell but not farm in the United States. The fed-
eral government should change the law to 
allow American farmers grow this profitable 
crop as American farmers have through most 
of our nation’s history. Please cosponsor the 
Industrial Hemp Farming Act and join me in 
celebrating Hemp History Week. 

f 

HONORING LAWRENCE AMENDOLA 
FOR A LIFETIME OF PUBLIC 
SERVICE 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
acknowledge the retirement of a great friend 
to Connecticut workers, a longtime family 
friend to both me and my parents, and a fix-
ture in the life of New Haven, Lawrence 
Amendola. 

A graduate of Wilbur Cross High School in 
New Haven, Larry has spent his entire life 
helping people and improving our City. After 
three years with Plymouth Electric and two 
years in the U.S. Army, Corporal Amendola 
became the manager of the New Haven mu-
nicipal Golf Course in 1956. This job would 
mark the start of what would become Larry’s 
continuing passion—to make the City of New 
Haven both a better place to work and a bet-
ter place to play. 

After ten years with Community Progress, 
Inc., where he and I worked together for better 
housing and urban renewal, Larry returned to 
work for the City in 1973, when Congress 
passed the Comprehensive Employment and 
Training Act (C.E.T.A.), a successor to the 
Works Progress Administration of the New 
Deal. As a Supervisor, Director of Education & 
Work Training, and eventually Administrative 

Director of C.E.T.A. in New Haven, Larry 
helped match low-income and unemployed 
Connecticut citizens with short-term work for 
public and non-profit organizations. 

Even after moving to the City’s Parks De-
partment in 1984, where he served as a 
Recreation Program Supervisor until, his re-
tirement last September, Larry continued his 
commitment to Connecticut’s working people. 
As the longtime President of AFSCME’s Local 
3144, a position he held for 24 years, he has 
been a fierce and forthright advocate on be-
half of workers and their families. In fact, he 
was a guiding force as we worked together to 
forge a management union in New Haven. As 
any Member of the 3144 can well tell you, 
Larry is a great fighter for working men and 
women, and a good man to have in your cor-
ner. 

To his credit, Larry takes play as seriously 
as work. He has been active in promoting 
countless adult and youth sports leagues in 
Connecticut, and has been involved with the 
Special Olympics, the New Haven Boys Club, 
the YMCA & YWCA, A.S.A. Umpires, the 
Youth Football Association, and dozens of 
other worthy organizations. 

I thank Larry deeply for his service to the 
City on all of these fronts. Over the course of 
a long career, he has enriched our lives and 
our community. And I congratulate him on 
reaching this milestone. Congratulations, 
Larry, you have earned it. 

f 

HONORING MR. TOM LAMONT 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the accomplishments of Mr. Tom La-
mont, a recent inductee into the Laredo Busi-
ness Hall of Fame. Mr. Lamont currently owns 
Lamont Oil & Gas Company, an oil and gas 
exploration company. 

As a native Texan, Mr. Lamont has dedi-
cated his career and services to the commu-
nity with his expertise and knowledge in busi-
ness, oil and gas, and entrepreneurial endeav-
ors. From a childhood grounded in education 
as a top priority and through the teachings of 
his parents, Mr. Lamont learned at an early 
age that hard work and commitment was a 
way of life. Growing up, he moved from Illinois 
to Alabama and back to Illinois in Chicago 
where he attended Marion Catholic High 
School and met his high school sweetheart 
and future wife, Marianne Leslie. Throughout 
high school, Lamont played football, earning a 
scholarship to college. Mr. Lamont graduated 
from South Dakota School of Mines in Rapid 
City with his BA in Geological Engineering in 
1977. 

Mr. Lamont began his career as a fresh col-
lege graduate landing a field operations posi-
tion in a division of Baker called Exploration 
Logging. He then accepted another job work-
ing for several small independent oil compa-
nies over the next five years in Houston. The 
years of experience and gained knowledge 
deemed a promotion in Laredo, Texas as area 
manager for Texas Drilling Company in 1983. 
For ten years, Mr. Lamont worked day and 
night with responsibilities to ensure a stable 
operation. His work ethic and commitment 

awarded him a promotion to the company’s 
headquarters in Abilene. By this time, Laredo 
was home for Lamont—he opened up his con-
sulting company for oil and gas companies 
and mineral owners. He purchased Howland 
Surveying Company, which surveyed at that 
time close to 90 percent of oil and gas wells 
in Webb and Zapata counties in South Texas. 
With the help of his wife and ten years of hard 
work, Lamont brought the company from 4 
employees to 50. By 2006, he sold the com-
pany to his employees. 

While Mr. Lamont never strayed from his 
career in oil and gas business as current 
owner of Lamont Oil & Gas, he also took up 
recent efforts in Laredo, Texas to bring new 
experiences to the area such as promoting a 
water park and opening up Laredo’s only res-
taurant, bar and arcade named Hal’s Landing. 
Mr. Lamont is a successful entrepreneur and 
businessman, hunter, and a family man who 
has contributed to our community greatly. 

I am honored to have had this time to rec-
ognize Mr. Tom Lamont, a recent inductee 
into the Laredo Business Hall of Fame. He 
has exemplified characteristics of a strong 
work ethic and business savvy, qualities that 
earn appreciation. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND 
CAREER OF ERNIE HARWELL 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, on Tues-
day May 4th, Legendary Detroit Tigers hall of 
fame announcer Ernie Harwell died at the age 
of 92 after a yearlong battle with cancer. 
Harwell had one of the longest runs of a 
broadcaster with one major league club, call-
ing Tigers games for 42 seasons. 

Harwell had been a big-league announcer 
for more than 10 years when he joined the Ti-
gers broadcast team in 1960. He called Tiger 
games for 42 seasons. In 55 seasons of 
broadcasting big-league baseball, he missed 
two games, neither because of his health. One 
was for his brother’s funeral in 1968 and the 
other was for his induction into the National 
Sportscasters and Sportswriters Association 
Hall of Fame in 1989. 

His career is woven into the fabric of base-
ball’s history. When he was calling games in 
Atlanta, he interviewed a young impressive hit-
ter from the Boston Red Sox named Ted Wil-
liams. As a young man in Atlanta he met Babe 
Ruth. He was so excited that he didn’t realize 
he had no paper to get an autograph from 
Babe. He got his autograph though and that 
experience was the title of his book, The Babe 
Signed My Shoe. 

Madam Speaker, I don’t know if summers in 
Detroit will be the same. Even though Ernie 
retired, his voice echoed in Tiger Stadium, 
Comerica Park and anywhere the Tigers were 
discussed. Throughout his time in the booth 
Ernie was able to bring Detroiters together 
even in our most trying times. Many Detroiters 
of my generation know where we were and 
who we were with when the Tigers won the 
World Series in 1968. We were all in different 
places, but we were all with Ernie. He was 
with us for every great game and every great 
Tiger’s memory. 
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