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National Lab Day is a terrific initiative that 

comes at a time when we need an ‘‘all-hands- 
on-deck’’ mentality to provide our children with 
a first-rate math and science education. We 
still don’t know how to cure cancer or AIDS, 
or completely ease the suffering of those with 
mental illnesses. We still have tremendous 
challenges regarding energy consumption. 
And we still don’t know all we should about 
our planet and the people who live on it. The 
answers to these important questions are be-
ginning to be formed in our classrooms with 
young students who one day may go on to in-
vestigate these issues and make advances 
that will benefit all of us. 

Scientists and teachers long have been con-
cerned about the quality of science and math 
education. Yet, scientists and educators 
should not be the only ones troubled by our 
students’ mediocre performance in these sub-
jects. Every citizen concerned about the long- 
term health of our Nation’s economy should 
be worried by our current educational perform-
ance. Parents who want their children to suc-
ceed in a new global economy should be in-
terested. Patients in need of new medical ad-
vances and citizens who want to see techno-
logical progress should care about our Na-
tion’s performance in this area. 

It is clear that our Nation must improve 
mathematics and science education in our ele-
mentary and secondary schools. American 
students do not perform as satisfactorily in 
these subjects as compared with their peers in 
other nations, which threatens the long-term 
health of our Nation’s economy and our com-
petitiveness. China, India, and Germany, to 
name three, are putting more emphasis on 
science and math education. These nations 
recognize that the jobs of the future will re-
quire a basic understanding of these subjects. 
In fact, the Department of Labor recently 
found that three-quarters of the 20 fastest- 
growing future occupations will need workers 
with significant mathematics or science prepa-
ration. 

A decade ago, I had the honor to serve on 
the National Commission on Mathematics and 
Science Teaching for the 21st Century, which 
became known as the John Glenn Commis-
sion. In a report entitled ‘‘Before It’s Too 
Late’’, we made clear that our Nation must in-
crease the number of teachers in those fields 
significantly and provide more opportunities for 
teachers to enhance their math and science 
teaching skills. Ten years later, I still believe 
policymakers must do more to support the 
teachers that play a critical role in science and 
math education. The Commission rec-
ommended that teachers receive the greatest 
attention, even ahead of curriculum or other 
areas. 

As a member of the House Committee on 
Education and Labor, I have been focused on 
ways to do just that. I have worked to boost 
resources for the underfunded Mathematics 
and Science Partnerships, which provides pro-
fessional development opportunities to a wide 
range of teachers and helps them continue im-
proving their skills. I have worked on a bipar-
tisan basis with my colleague Rep. VERN 
EHLERS to ensure that reauthorization of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
places the same importance on science as it 
does for other subjects, such as English. 

In today’s tight budget environment, I ap-
plaud the Obama Administration for proposing 
historic increases in the federal government’s 

commitment to science education in their Fis-
cal Year 2011 Budget. I was pleased to see 
$300 million in the Department of Education 
budget for improving teaching and learning in 
science and math. When considering any re-
placement to the Mathematics and Science 
Partnerships program, we must recognize that 
great teachers are made, not born. I feel 
strongly that any new program must continue 
to support professional development activities 
for science and math teachers as they seek to 
improve their craft. In addition, any new pro-
gram must ensure that professional develop-
ment programs are widely available across the 
country, not just to a few schools that compete 
successfully because they are already top 
notch. 

Improving our children’s abilities in science 
and math is critical for our economy, our na-
tional security, and our democracy. Everyone, 
from scientist to teacher to parent to 
businessperson, should be concerned with 
how well we educate our children in this area. 
I look forward to working with my colleagues 
to fulfill the goals of the Glenn Commission 
and regain our Nation’s leadership in science 
and math education. 

I urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion that recognizes the importance of science 
and math education and highlights the good 
work done at National Lab Day. 
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2010 ST. CLOUD CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE AWARD WINNERS 

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 2010 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge the St. Cloud Chamber 
of Commerce Small Business Person of the 
Year, and the Mark of Excellence and Entre-
preneurial Success Award Recipients. These 
people and businesses have stood out to the 
Chamber as ‘‘those who have the courage to 
aspire to a higher level.’’ 

As the Small Business Person of the Year, 
Kip Cameron, President and CEO of Granite- 
Tops, LLC has shown dedication and innova-
tion in his industry. Cameron is one of the 
founders of the Midwest Stone Fabricators As-
sociation and when the economy changed last 
year, he found ways to expand his market, de-
spite consolidating his operations. 

The Mark of Excellence Award, which hon-
ors a family owned business, is given to Dick 
Bitzan, owner of D.J. Bitzan Jewelers. In 
1966, Dick’s father’s ‘‘mission was to provide 
his customers with beautiful diamonds and un-
paralleled customer service.’’ In a new loca-
tion, with a new generation behind the 
counter, Bitzan’s Jewelers is fulfilling its mis-
sion every day. 

Paul M. Heath, M.D., and James M. Smith, 
M.D., of Midsota Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgeons are the recipients of the Entrepre-
neurial Success Award. Midsota was founded 
when the doctors saw a need to ‘‘deliver high 
quality surgical and aesthetics services in a 
private, intimate setting in Central Minnesota.’’ 
Dr. Heath and Dr. Smith share a passion for 
service and results and continue to shape 
their industry in Central Minnesota. 

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to congratu-
late these businesses and citizens. I ask this 

body to join me in recognizing Kip Cameron, 
D.J. Bitzan Jewelers and Midsota Plastic Sur-
geons for their contributions to Central Min-
nesota. 
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IT’S TIME FOR A CHANGE IN 
DEALING WITH SUDAN 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 2010 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, ‘‘If President 
Obama is ever going to find his voice on 
Sudan, it had better be soon.’’ These were the 
closing words two weeks ago of columnist 
Nicholas Kristof. 

Having first travelled to Sudan in 1989, my 
interest in this country has spanned the better 
part of 20 years. I’ve been most recently in 
July 2004 when Senator SAM BROWNBACK and 
I were the first congressional delegation to go 
to Darfur. 

We saw the same scorched earth tactics 
from Khartoum in the brutal 20-year civil war 
with the South where 2.1 million perished. 

I remain grateful for President Bush’s lead-
ership in bringing about an end to the blood-
shed with the historic signing of the CPA. But 
that peace is now in jeopardy. 

Fast forward to 2009. I was part of a bipar-
tisan group in Congress who called for the ap-
pointment of a special envoy shortly after 
President Obama was elected. What was 
once a successful model for Sudan policy is 
not having the desired effect today. I am not 
alone in this belief. 

Last week, six respected NGOs ran ads in 
the Washington Post calling for Secretary Clin-
ton and Ambassador Rice to exercise ‘‘per-
sonal and sustained leadership on Sudan’’ in 
the face of a ‘‘stalemated policy.’’ 

Today I join the chorus of voices in calling 
on the President to empower Secretary Clin-
ton and Ambassador Rice to take control of 
the languishing Sudan policy. 

They should oversee quarterly deputies’ 
meetings to ensure options for consequences 
are on the table. In fact, I call on the President 
himself to exercise leadership in this regard, 
consistent with the explicit campaign promises 
he made about Sudan, promises which to date 
ring hollow. 

There is a pressing need for renewed, prin-
cipled leadership at the highest levels—leader-
ship which is clear-eyed about the history and 
the record of the internationally indicted war 
criminal at the helm in Khartoum. 

In addition to the massive human rights 
abuses perpetrated by the country’s leader, 
Bashir, Sudan remains on the State Depart-
ment’s list of state sponsors of terrorism. The 
same people currently in control in Khartoum 
gave safe haven to bin Laden in the early 
1990’s. 

I believe that this administration’s engage-
ment with Sudan, under the leadership of 
General Gration, and with the apparent bless-
ing of the President, has failed to recognize 
the true nature of Bashir and the NCP. 

While the hour is late, the administration 
can still chart a new course. 

Today, I sent a letter to the President which 
I submit for the record, outlining seven policy 
recommendations and calling for urgent action 
on behalf of the marginalized people of 
Sudan. 
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When the administration released its Sudan 

policy, Secretary Clinton indicated that bench-
marks would be applied to Sudan, that 
progress would be assessed and that ‘‘back-
sliding by any party will be met with credible 
pressure in the form of disincentives leveraged 
by our government . . . .’’ 

But in the face of national elections that 
were neither free nor fair, in the face of contin-
ued violations of the U.N. arms embargo, in 
the face of Bashir’s failure to cooperate in any 
way with the International Criminal Court, 
we’ve seen no ‘‘disincentives’’ applied. 

This is a worst case scenario and guaran-
teed, if history is to be our guide, to fail. 

More than 6 months have passed since the 
release of the administration’s Sudan strategy 
and implementation has been insufficient at 
best and altogether absent at worst. 

During the campaign, then candidate 
Obama said regarding Sudan, ‘‘Washington 
must respond to the ongoing genocide and the 
ongoing failure to implement the CPA with 
consistency and strong consequences.’’ 

These words ring true today. 
But the burden for action, the weight of 

leadership, now rests with this President and 
this administration alone. 

The stakes could not be higher. 
I close with a slight variation on the words 

of Nicholas Kristof: If President Obama is ever 
going to find his voice on Sudan, it had better 
be now. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

May 5, 2010. 
Hon. BARACK H. OBAMA, 
The President, The White House, Washington 

DC 
DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: ‘‘If President Obama 

is ever going to find his voice on Sudan, it 
had better be soon.’’ These were the closing 
words of New York Times columnist Nich-
olas Kristof two weeks ago. I could not agree 
more with his assessment of Sudan today. 
Time is running short. Lives hang in the bal-
ance. Real leadership is needed. 

Having first travelled to Sudan in 1989, my 
interest and involvement in this country has 
spanned the better part of 20 years. I’ve been 
there five times, most recently in July 2004 
when Senator Sam Brownback and I were 
the first congressional delegation to go to 
Darfur. 

Tragically, Darfur is hardly an anomaly. 
We saw the same scorched earth tactics from 
Khartoum in the brutal 20-year civil war 
with the South where more than 2 million 
perished, most of whom were civilians. In 
September 2001, President Bush appointed 
former Senator John Danforth as special 
envoy and his leadership was in fact instru-
mental in securing, after two and a half 
years of negotiations, the Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement (CPA), thereby bringing 
about an end to the war. I was at the 2005 
signing of this historic accord in Kenya, as 
was then Secretary of State Colin Powell 
and Congressman Donald Payne, among oth-
ers. Hopes were high for a new Sudan. Sadly, 
what remains of that peace is in jeopardy 
today. What remains of that hope is quickly 
fading. 

I was part of a bipartisan group in Con-
gress who urged you to appoint a special 
envoy shortly after you came into office, in 
the hope of elevating the issue of Sudan. But 
what was once a successful model for Sudan 
policy is not having the desired effect today. 
I am not alone in this belief. 

Just last week, six respected NGOs ran 
compelling ads in The Washington Post and 
Politico calling for Secretary Clinton and 

Ambassador Rice to exercise ‘‘personal and 
sustained leadership on Sudan’’ in the face of 
a ‘‘stalemated policy’’ and waning U.S. credi-
bility as a mediator. 

In that same vein, today I join that grow-
ing chorus of voices in urging you to em-
power Secretary Clinton and Ambassador 
Rice to take control of the languishing 
Sudan policy. They should oversee quarterly 
deputies’ meetings to ensure options for con-
sequences are on the table. 

There is a pressing and immediate need for 
renewed, principled leadership at the highest 
levels—leadership which, while recognizing 
the reality of the challenges facing Sudan, is 
clear-eyed about the history and the record 
of the internationally indicted war criminal 
at the helm in Khartoum. We must not for-
get who we are dealing with in Bashir and 
his National Congress Party (NCP). In addi-
tion to the massive human rights abuses per-
petrated by the Sudanese government 
against its own people, Sudan remains on the 
State Department’s list of state sponsors of 
terrorism. It is well known that the same 
people currently in control in Khartoum 
gave safe haven to Osama bin Laden in the 
early 1990. 

I believe that this administration’s engage-
ment with Sudan to date, under the leader-
ship of General Gration, and with your ap-
parent blessing, has failed to recognize the 
true nature of Bashir and the NCP. Any long- 
time Sudan follower will tell you that Bashir 
never keeps his promises. 

The Washington Post editorial page echoed 
this sentiment this past weekend saying of 
Bashir: ‘‘He has frequently told Western gov-
ernments what they wanted to hear, only to 
reverse himself when their attention drifted 
or it was time to deliver. . . . the United 
States should refrain from prematurely rec-
ognizing Mr. Bashir’s new claim to legit-
imacy. And it should be ready to respond 
when he breaks his word.’’ Note that the 
word was ‘‘when’’ not ‘‘if’ he breaks his word. 
While the hour is late, the administration 
can still chart a new course. 

In addition to recommending that Sec-
retary Clinton and Ambassador Rice take 
the helm in implementing your administra-
tion’s Sudan policy, I propose the following 
policy recommendations: 

Move forward with the administration’s 
stated aim of strengthening the capacity of 
the security sector in the South. A good 
starting point would be to provide the air de-
fense system that the Government of South-
ern Sudan (GOSS) requested and President 
Bush approved in 2008. This defensive capa-
bility would help neutralize Khartoum’s 
major tactical advantage and make peace 
and stability more likely following the ref-
erendum vote. 

Do not recognize the outcome of the recent 
presidential elections. While the elections 
were a necessary part of the implementation 
of the CPA and an important step before the 
referendum, they were inherently flawed and 
Bashir is attempting to use them to lend an 
air of legitimacy to his genocidal rule. 

Clearly and unequivocally state at the 
highest levels that the United States will 
honor the outcome of the referendum and 
will ensure its implementation. 

Begin assisting the South in building sup-
port for the outcome of the referendum. 

Appoint an ambassador or senior political 
appointee with the necessary experience in 
conflict and post-conflict settings to the U.S. 
consulate in Juba. 

Prioritize the need for a cessation of at-
tacks in Darfur, complete restoration of hu-
manitarian aid including ‘‘non-essential 
services,’’ unfettered access for aid organiza-
tions to all vulnerable populations and in-
creased diplomatic attention to a com-
prehensive peace process including a viable 

plan for the safe return of millions of inter-
nally displaced persons (IDPs). 

When the administration released its 
Sudan policy last fall, Secretary Clinton in-
dicated that benchmarks would be applied to 
Sudan and that progress would be assessed 
‘‘based on verifiable changes in conditions on 
the ground. Backsliding by any party will be 
met with credible pressure in the form of dis-
incentives leveraged by our government and 
our international partners.’’ But in the face 
of national elections that were neither free 
nor fair, in the face of continued violations 
of the U.N. arms embargo, in the face of 
Bashir’s failure to cooperate in any way with 
the International Criminal Court, we’ve seen 
no ‘‘disincentives’’ or ‘‘sticks’’ applied. This 
is a worst case scenario and guaranteed, if 
history is to be our guide, to fail. 

Many in the NGO community and in Con-
gress cautiously expressed support for the 
new policy when it was released, at the same 
time stressing that a policy on paper is only 
as effective as its implementation on the 
ground. More than six months have passed 
since the release of the strategy and imple-
mentation has been insufficient at best and 
altogether absent at worst. 

During the campaign for the presidency, 
you said, regarding Sudan, ‘‘Washington 
must respond to the ongoing genocide and 
the ongoing failure to implement the CPA 
with consistency and strong consequences.’’ 
These words ring true still today. Account-
ability is imperative. But the burden for ac-
tion, the weight of leadership, now rests with 
you and with this administration alone. 
With the referendum in the South quickly 
approaching, the stakes could not be higher. 

The marginalized people of Sudan yearn 
for your administration to find its voice on 
Sudan—and to find it now. 

This is very important. 
Sincerely, 

FRANK R. WOLF, 
Member of Congress. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 65TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF VICTORY IN EUROPE 
(V–E) DAY DURING WORLD WAR 
II 

HON. JERROLD NADLER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 5, 2010 

Mr. NADLER of New York. Madam Speaker, 
65 years ago the guns and bombs in Europe 
fell silent, and President Truman announced 
victory over Europe to a proud and free world. 

I rise today to commemorate the 65th anni-
versary of this great and very important day, 
and to recognize the sacrifices and accom-
plishments of the men and women who so 
bravely served to defeat hate and aggression. 

I join millions of people participating in thou-
sands of events, in New York City, all across 
the United States, and around the world, in 
observing and honoring the courage of Amer-
ican service-members, allied soldiers, and 
homefront workers. 

During April 1945, allied forces led by the 
United States overran Nazi Germany from the 
west while Russian forces advanced from the 
east. On April 25, American and Russian 
troops met at the Elbe River. 

I want to recognize, in particular, the con-
tribution of the Russian soldiers, who worked 
tirelessly alongside the American and British 
troops to bring down the Nazi regime. Their 
tremendous heroism and sacrifices will not be 
forgotten. 
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