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She also set up a resources day in May of 
2009 for residents concerned about the fore-
closure crisis. 

Madam Speaker, I have been fortunate to 
work with Adrienne on countless issues during 
my career of public service. Without question, 
her dedication to her work has been remark-
able and this award she is to receive is fitting 
thanks for all those late nights and trips to 
Sacramento that she incurred in the name of 
improving daily life in San Mateo County. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JANICE S. 
BRAMWELL 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 2010 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, it has 
come to my attention that Mrs. Janice S. 
Bramwell will be retiring as Regional Director 
for Experience Works, Inc., after more than 30 
years of service. Mrs. Bramwell has helped 
countless individuals in our communities, and 
her commitment to service will be sorely 
missed. 

As Regional Director, Mrs. Bramwell used 
her lifetime of experience as a social worker to 
bring exceptional service to low-income sen-
iors in Missouri and Illinois. Experience Works, 
Inc., formerly Green Thumb, is a non-profit or-
ganization that helps this struggling population 
gain the skills and training they need to find 
gainful employment, a service that is espe-
cially needed in this difficult economic time. 
During her time with this organization she has 
been recognized for her excellence in budget 
management and the job retention rate of her 
clients. 

Together with her husband Dewey and her 
daughter Melissa, Mrs. Bramwell is an active 
member of the community. She serves as a 
member of the Ozark Region Workforce In-
vestment Board, the Springfield Area Chamber 
of Commerce, and the Missouri Senior Em-
ployment Coordinating Committee. 

Madam Speaker, I trust my fellow members 
of the House will join me recognizing Mrs. 
Janice S. Bramwell for her dedicated service 
to the State of Missouri. 

f 

REDESIGNATING THE DEPART-
MENT OF THE NAVY AS THE DE-
PARTMENT OF THE NAVY AND 
MARINE CORPS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 4, 2010 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of H.R. 24, the ‘‘Marine 
Corps Identity’’ bill. This bipartisan legislation 
would change the name of the Department of 
the Navy to the Department of the Navy and 
Marine Corps. 

For over 200 years, the Marine Corps has 
fought side by side with the Navy. Yet, despite 
having served in every armed conflict in Amer-
ica’s history, the Marines are not recognized 
at the department level. When the parents of 
fallen Marines receive a letter of condolence 

from their country, the Marine Corps name 
does not even appear on the official letter-
head. For too long, recognition of the United 
States Marine Corps has failed to match the 
remarkable sacrifice of its men and women. 

By adding just three symbolic words, H.R. 
24 will finally honor the Marine Corps as a co-
equal branch of America’s Armed Forces. For 
veterans in Minnesota and across the United 
States, and for our Marines currently serving 
overseas, I am proud to co-sponsor and vote 
to pass this important and overdue legislation. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CAPTAIN 
JOHN NEWLAND MAFFITT 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 2010 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great honor and pleasure that I rise and ask 
you to join me in recognizing one of North 
Carolina’s great historical figures, Captain 
John Newland Maffitt. Captain Maffitt, a long-
time resident of Wilmington, North Carolina, 
stands out as a distinguished member of the 
United States Navy. First as a naval surveyor, 
charting much of the Atlantic coastline, and 
then as a blockade runner for the Confederate 
Navy, gallantly carrying out his duty to his 
homeland, Captain Maffitt deserves to be rec-
ognized among the ranks of this nation’s out-
standing military officers. 

Foreshadowing his great career, Captain 
Maffitt was born at sea on February 22, 1819. 
Adopted by his uncle, he grew up in and 
around Fayetteville, North Carolina, where he 
became known as a sharp-witted, cultivated 
young man. Under an appointment by Presi-
dent Jackson, Maffitt took the position of mid-
shipman with the Navy in 1832, just three 
days after his thirteenth birthday, and imme-
diately began his apprenticeship. After dem-
onstrating courage and a devotion to his coun-
try and her Navy, Maffitt became an officer at 
the young age of nineteen. 

Sailing around many parts of the world, 
Captain Maffitt continued to gain valuable ex-
perience. In 1848, he took command of his 
first ship, the U.S.S. Gallatin, as a survey offi-
cer with the Coast Survey. For roughly a dec-
ade, Captain Maffitt, while commanding var-
ious ships, surveyed and charted many sec-
tions of the Atlantic coast, ranging from New 
England to the Southeast, resulting in honor-
able recognition from the Charleston Chamber 
of Commerce. The knowledge that he devel-
oped of these areas would later serve him well 
in his naval duties with the Confederacy. 

Captain Maffitt would eventually take com-
mand first of the U.S.S. Dolphin and then of 
the U.S.S. Crusader, leading his crew to inter-
cept ships illegally participating in the Atlantic 
slave trade. Indeed, Maffitt was later recog-
nized in the Wilmington Daily Journal on Sep-
tember 25th, 1863, which read, ‘‘it is a curious 
fact, for those who maintain that the civil war 
in America is founded upon the slave ques-
tion, that [Maffitt] should be the very man who 
has distinguished himself actively against the 
slave trade.’’ 

When Southern states began to secede, 
Captain Maffitt continued his duties and pro-
tected Federal property along the Southern 
coast. However, as the Civil War continued, 

Captain Maffitt’s superiors grew concerned 
about his Southern background, which lead 
Maffitt to resign his command in 1861. Wish-
ing to put his services to use, he eventually 
took command of the C.S.S. Savannah of the 
Confederate Navy as a runner transporting ri-
fles, cotton, and other goods around the Fed-
eral blockade. His knowledge of the local riv-
ers and waterways from his surveying days 
helped him to elude the Federal Navy and sur-
vive a number Federal encounters. 

Taking command of the C.S.S. Florida in 
1862 with a new assignment, Captain Maffitt 
and his crew succeeded in capturing a larger 
number of Federal commercial ships over the 
next year. During this period, Maffitt’s ship 
covered the seas ranging from Mobile to New 
York and from Brazil to France. 

After recovering from brief health issues, 
Captain Maffitt found more success blockade 
running as commander of first the C.S.S. Al-
bemarle and then of the private ship Owl. He 
successfully completed his final assignment 
for the Confederacy even after the war had 
ended, thus maintaining his integrity and his 
sense of duty. 

Captain John Maffitt returned to North Caro-
lina in 1868 and passed his remaining days 
peacefully at Bradley Creek, near Wrightsville 
Beach. He passed away on May 15, 1886, 
and was buried in Wilmington’s Oakdale Cem-
etery. In his honor, on August 4th, 1943, The 
Liberty Ship John Newland Maffitt was chris-
tened at the North Carolina Shipbuilding Com-
pany to run blockades successfully, as had 
her namesake. Today, Captain Maffitt is also 
honored by a historical marker on Market 
Street in Wilmington. 

A sure leader of his time, Captain John 
Newland Maffitt serves as an example across 
generations by acting as a man of courage, a 
man of duty, and a man who was devoted to 
serving his homeland. So, today, Madam 
Speaker, I wish to thank you for allowing me 
to honor one of North Carolina’s most distin-
guished naval officers, and I ask my col-
leagues to stand with me in recognizing a man 
North Carolina and the United States should 
be proud to call their own. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE ASCENSION OF 
REVEREND DR. GREGORY ROBE-
SON SMITH AS THE 55TH GRAND 
MASTER OF THE MOST WOR-
SHIPFUL PRINCE HALL GRAND 
LODGE OF FREE AND ACCEPTED 
MASONS OF THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 2010 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise with 
great pride to pay tribute to my dear friend, 
Lodge brother, and pastor of Harlem’s historic 
Mother African Episcopal Methodist Church, 
the Reverend Dr. Gregory Robeson Smith, Sr. 
as the 55th Grand Master of the Most Wor-
shipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons of the State of New York. 

Rev. Dr. Gregory Robeson Smith, Sr., a 
Thirty-third Degree Mason, is the grand neph-
ew of Paul Robeson, the late great American 
hero, athlete, singer, actor, and advocate for 
international civil rights and social justice. A 
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graduate with honors from Livingstone College 
in Salisbury, North Carolina, Dr. Smith also 
earned two masters and two doctoral degrees. 
He has an MBA in Marketing and Finance, a 
Master of Divinity degree, a Doctorate in High-
er Education Administration and Finance; and 
a Doctorate in Ministries. 

Grand Master Smith is the Senior Pastor of 
the Mother African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church, a major stop on the Underground 
Railroad, located in Harlem New York, which 
is the oldest African American institution in the 
State of New York, founded in 1796 and char-
tered in 1799. Dr. Smith is very proud of the 
history of Mother AME Zion, which was one of 
the earliest and most vocal opponents of slav-
ery and a constant champion of abolition. 
Slaves who escaped north in search of free-
dom, knew they could find refuge and assist-
ance at Zion Church, which became affection-
ately known as ‘‘Freedom’s Church.’’ In fact, 
Mother AME Zion became an important stop 
on the ‘‘Underground Railroad,’’ hiding run-
away slaves behind the pulpit in a secret pas-
sageway. Abolitionist and women’s rights ac-
tivist Isabella Baumfree transferred her mem-
bership from the John Street Methodist Epis-
copal Church to Zion Church in 1827. It was 
at the altar of Mother AME Zion in 1843 that 
she changed her name to ‘‘Sojourner Truth’’ 
and there she was also reunited with her sis-
ters, who had been separated during slavery. 

Sojourner Truth became one of the foremost 
voices for women’s and equal rights and the 
abolition of slavery in America. Throughout its 
long history, Mother AME Zion has had many 
illustrious members who were leaders in the 
historic fight for freedom, including Harriet 
Tubman, Frederick Douglass, Paul Robeson, 
Madame C.J. Walker and many others who 
fought so valiantly to free African Americans 
socially, politically and spiritually. The legacy 
of this historic church is difficult to surpass, as 
it has always been a promoter of education 
and racial self-help for African Americans in 
this great city, playing a role in many of the 
social organizations that were founded to as-
sist and improve the condition of the Negro. 
Reverend Dr. Smith holds and has held sev-
eral major positions in the AME Zion Church, 
including Presiding President of the Elder’s 
Council, and he serves on the Connectional 
Budget Board Executive Committee. 

In 1976 at the age of 26, he was elected Di-
rector of Public Affairs and Convention Man-
ager of the denomination, the youngest person 
to ever be elected to a worldwide office. In the 
past, he has served as Executive Secretary of 
the AME Zion Church Ministers & Lay Asso-
ciation, and, as pastor of the Mt. Hope AME 
Zion Church located in White Plains, New 
York, where in 5 years he transformed that 
congregation from 85 to 635 members, built 
and furnished a new multi-million dollar wor-
ship center and a pre-school program. Dr. 
Smith was also responsible for directing world-
wide international relief assistance and other 
aid for the National Council of Churches’ 
(NCC) 30 Protestant denominations. While at 
the NCC he raised more than $200 million in 
program support. 

Dr. Smith is a true ‘‘renaissance man,’’ suc-
cessfully integrating a successful career in 
business, public service and ministry. He has 
a proven track record of success leading non- 
governmental, private, voluntary and religious 
agencies, with a strong expertise in the devel-
opment of strategic alliances between public 

and private sectors. He has 20 years of mar-
keting, finance and managerial experience in 
Fortune 100 and Fortune 500 companies, with 
responsibility for over $2 billion in revenue. 

In December 1990, he was appointed by 
President George H.W. Bush as President and 
Chief Executive Officer of the African Develop-
ment Foundation, an independent Federal 
agency located in Washington, D.C., with of-
fices in 25 African nations and a staff of more 
than 300. He continued to serve in this capac-
ity under President William J. Clinton’s admin-
istration until May of 1995. He also serves as 
an officer and member of numerous boards of 
directors. Dr. Smith was interviewed by ‘‘The 
History Makers’’ on January 24, 2007, who 
designated him as one of the ‘‘Outstanding 
Men of America,’’ and he was also the first Af-
rican American in New York State to be se-
lected by a major political party as their may-
oral candidate. He continues to be active in 
local, State and national politics, as well as 
serving as President of Prince Hall Temple 
Associates, Inc. He is a member of Sigma Pi 
Phi—Beta Zeta Boulé, and is very well trav-
eled, having visited all but five countries 
throughout the continent of Africa and over 30 
other nations across the globe. 

Madam Speaker, since our founding in 
1812, The Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand 
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons has fol-
lowed in the Christian principles that were es-
tablished in God’s Holy Book, the Bible, of 
‘‘Making Good Men Better’’—which the foun-
dation is character, the purpose is service and 
the measure is giving. As the grand nephew of 
our beloved spirited hero Paul Robeson, Rev-
erend Dr. Gregory Robeson Smith was des-
tined in his development to embody the prin-
ciples, truths and heritage set forth by our 
founding fathers of the Fraternity of Free and 
Accepted Masons. Dr. Smith takes over the 
leadership of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall 
Grand Lodge at a crucial time in the history of 
the organization, and faces the daunting task 
of translating the historical usefulness of this 
ancient and honorable institution to meet the 
several challenges of its more than 10,000 
members in today’s ‘‘Information Age.’’ His 
philosophy of life and service is stated in the 
words of the late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., who said in 1948 on his application to 
Crozer Seminary, ‘‘I have an inescapable urge 
to serve society, and a sense of responsibility, 
which I could not escape.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING SERGEANT 
JENNIFER EVITTS 

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 5, 2010 

Mr. BOEHNER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and thank Sergeant Jen-
nifer Evitts for her exemplary service to the 
United States House of Representatives 
through her work with the United States Ma-
rine Corps Office of Legislative Affairs. 

Sergeant Evitts has been a steadfast asset 
for Members and staff, especially for my of-
fice, in responding to the myriad administrative 
and logistical questions and needs the House 
of Representatives often requires of our mili-
tary liaison services. Her attention to detail, 
her ability to work quickly and independently, 

and her cheerful engagement with whomever 
she encounters is always appreciated. 

It is unfortunately usually the case that we 
fail to tell the individuals who mean the most 
to us, who do the most for us, how much they 
are valued until it comes time to send them on 
to their next adventure with our best wishes. 
I’m pleased, however, that Sergeant Evitts’ 
contributions were formally recognized while 
she was still with us. It is my particular pleas-
ure to note that due to her diligence and the 
merit of her efforts, Sergeant Evitts was 
awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal for meritorious service to the 
Marine Corps Office of Legislative Affairs. I am 
proud of Sergeant Evitts for earning such a 
prestigious award. 

I personally congratulate Jennifer on her ac-
complishments, and I wish Jennifer and her 
family success and happiness in her future en-
deavors. She will be missed. 

f 

ALL THE MOORE—A TRIBUTE TO 
AN AMERICAN HERO: SGT JOHN 
MOORE, THE 1–25 STRYKER BRI-
GADE COMBAT TEAM, THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY 

HON. LINCOLN DAVIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 5, 2010 

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today with a poetic tribute penned by Al-
bert Carey Caswell in honor of one of Ten-
nessee’s finest, SGT John Moore of Dickson 
Tennessee. On January 6th 2009 in Diyaoa 
Province in Iraq, SGT Moore was almost killed 
in an IED explosion. Like many of our nation’s 
heroes who cheat death, they must then come 
back home and continue to fight another war. 
While John fought valiantly to try to save his 
leg, he lost that battle . . . but his courage 
and faith has helped sustain him through his 
darkest days. As he is a shining example to 
us all, as he inspires us all with his courage 
and positive attitude. 

ALL THE MOORE 

In this our Country Tis of Thee . . . 
There have been such fine patriots, so in-

deed! 
Whom, have so given up so much for Coun-

try! 
All to insure this our land of the free, for us 

. . . so much would endure you see . . . 
As generation after generation, have so 

served this our fine nation . . . 
Who have so given up life and limb, all in 

those darkest of days war . . . so then 
. . . 

Who have so given, All The Moore! 

How can one so ask for more? 
Putting one’s country first, while their own 

fine precious lives so last . . . 
Yet, knowing of the worst! 
From places, like Tennessee . . . have come 

such fine men, so indeed . . . 
Who are but The Toast of Tennessee! 
Men like John Moore, heroes who so boldly 

marched off to war . . . 
Leaving behind, all that they so love and 

adored! 
A man, of The 1–25 Stryker Brigade Combat 

Team . . . 
For this is how Angels are made it seems! 
So boldly marching off to war, as was John 

so seen . . . 
When, in the midst of hell . . . a bomb would 

almost take all of his future dreams 
. . . 
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